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TO THE READER ...

THE LEAGUE'S RESPOI




To the Re.ad--e--r._.

In demanding, ever since its inception, th

ment of the unhappy lot of the millions of Eu

national minorities, the Central Bureau of I
Geneva has, albeit indirectly, worked for the
of peace. These efforts of ours—together witl
others—have unfortunately proved to have be
because the war, which most of us would
liked to avoid and which this periodical ver;
had to foretell in its columns, has presente:
problems. Peace, which for the time bei
belligerents and neutrals alike, must soo:

possession of which will mak
the terrible mistakes and inju
For this reason thc

has decided, as from




The League’s Responsiblllty
By GENEVICUS.

Nobody could foresee the consequences senf
war; it is, however, clear to everybody th'st in m

all explosive matter and capable of main
peace.

In order to eliminate the explosive matter whicl

the first considerations of those responsible for |
Europe, to solve the problem of the Continent’ £
minorities and by this reduce the numbm‘%a“' |
millions of discontented people.

The makers of the new Europe mus!
fact that minority movements had a
dangerous character and had in some
disturbances or to catastrophe
oppression of national minorit
deliberate. :

There s & Flenceiisiiaa
ments came to b& 3
Whlf.'.h were ; -‘ etach




race gave a fair treatment to its minorities, the
ver strayed from national extremism and never
any other country. In countries where, for

he G n minority was subjected to suppres-
had inevitably resulted in 2 strong, nationalist
n the part of the minority, whereas in Denmark,
ry which had treated her German minorities well,
er expressed any desire to join the Reich,

nt interest of both national minorities and

n which they live, it would have been, there.
rable that the League of N ations should

usly those of her obligations, whose fulfil-
guaranteed and which are known to inter-

as ““ Minority Treaties.” : :
regret that the League

stence made a ious

was looked on

nuisance) whose role-

his petition. er had aft
Geneva's point of view,
not consider him wo Iﬁh? [
to notify him that his




vable and three to be non.
Council resolution of September

‘received in previous years the
been completed, held

| in question. The
completed during |



1 lam:i been parts of pre-war Hungary,
: the Saxons and the Schwabians.

Kmxrim in geners_l and
ty in Rumania in particular,

 Berlin to adopt this
kn.aw that the



of King Carol's km&m
Jugoslavia were aliens,
 liberated,” Wh@ weren

_ World War were minorities.

_claimed by the French on
- populations annexed

' hm temtorm on the.




> widespread discussion of War Aims seem
minorities. One eighth of the

inents (such is the proportion of the

hy their fate is disregarded by those

the principles of the new inter-

nd hear abundantly about federal up-
but the devisers of the system leave
 and studies about war and peace

t of the fate of minorities doesn’t




ge populations are mixed
‘minorities out of the hands of the

aties should be created for the
which will have to live with

: -&rs e. These treaties should
he 1ce of post-war times.
. ion signed and ratified
and the small States, subject,

rol of international bodies

of the Permanent Court of



iniquito . manner as simllar peace
am Htmﬁary and Bulgaria, the
. Efmul tumeﬂ ‘against the Greeks

unit whmh constitutes the
d, the Greek army was forced



'mthmu cempeaﬁahun,
ation exchange are more
ht about without spirit of

~of population were initiated
namely, between Italy and
and the Baltic States, between
> grouped in two classes.
agrmmenta are based



| situation was partly caused by the
nal minorities, an important issue




' t war,










y’s national minorities. They are

by the fact that the actual figures

(Slov Serbs, Croats) are given

1ce the first days of the Kingdom’s

out for themselves the lion’s share
called ““ brethren.”

‘to see the true picture one must
components of the Serbo-Croatian




inhabitants. Before 1912 the Serbs

ity nowhere except in Serbia proper, that
area which had then 3,208,000 inhabitants,
hﬁ!mﬁoﬁw in Macedonia, the Slovenes
‘the _ ins in Montenegro, while in
, which comprises the provinces of Bacska,
‘taken from Hungary, none of the

- can show an absolute majority. The

are not more numerous here than 32%

recall the fact that the Croats emigrated
nmnheunn account of the persecu-
ecte: hvtheSerh qndwhen

oitheiaettim&em_{

list of the most importa
Serbs
Croats
Bulgars
Slovenes .







1 and economic oppression con-
Rumanian authorities. Deprived

2 s or expelled from their jobs
-.m:my without means of support, nearly
to look for places of refuge not

iﬁeﬁ but in many other parts of the

minority in Rumania, Bulgarian

reaches the million mark, The

, are to be found in other parts of the

Dobrudja. They are very numerous in

a large proportion of
of Bu,lgaﬂan ongm.

aggraéated. In oﬁmr
simply meant that the




nted without regard to the feelings of those princi.
m!ly concerned.

- When we remember that the Rumanians are consider-
ably less cultured than the national minorities over whom
Ehey rule (with the possible exception of the Tziganes) we
x, - can appreciate why it is that the position of the minorities
m that country is worse than it is anywhere else in Europe.

& Owing to the scarcity, in Rumania, of educated men,
~ capable of bearing the serious responsibilities of admini-
tive office, a collection of half-educated civil servants

ssia predecessw.ors. And these people, who have no
fication except their membership of the Rumanian

7 in all Europe in raw materials and all
possxbxhtles, stlll remams a place where




