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The substance of the following pamphlet was first given in

®
g
|
3

the form of two addresses to the Summer School of Plaid

Cymru.  The first of these was delivered at Portmadoc in

i

August 1955 and the second at Llangefni in August 1959,
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ties as it is rich in the variety of its manitestations.
rope;lekle%t fascinating thing about “nationalism 1s_the
iy tt Zrie(tj;r of f\-’pes that suffer from it. G(ﬁ:rman Fascists,
‘g&r]eiri:n Commun'ists. Spanish Falangists, Afrikaner farmer.s,
Gr%ek-Cypriot Unionists, Ken}:‘an .Tedﬁiy-}_’)’o,\;s anfi. Plaég
Cymru have all been labelled “nationalists™ from 1lm<:.'h
time. And yet, wonderful to relate, many of the pe?phe ‘E 0
can recognize a ‘“nationalist” at a hundred paces wit thelr
eyes closed never recognize the same symptoms when they
themselves suffer from them. Examples of such are English
Tories and Welsh Socialists.

ENGLISH NATIONALISM

English nationalism is a most powerful sentiment—al-
most as powerful as Russian nationalism. But what pre-
cisely is English nationalism? Is it represented by such
famous words as:—

“This royal throne of kings, this sceptered isle,
This earth of majesty, this seat of Mars,

This other Eden, demi-paradise,

This fortress built by nature for herself
Against infection and the hand of war,

This happy breed of men, this little world,
This precious stone set in the silver sea

Which serves it in the office of a wall,

Or as a moat defensive to a house,

Against the envy of less happy lands,

This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this England.”?

Or is it the sentiment expressed in such words as these?

“The Saa‘cqns have the two qualities I value most in this world-
';c“"o qualities that explain why they have inherited the earth
h;nddﬁess_ and dependability . . . two qualities the Celts never

.



Is English nationalism best expressed by <
Richard II or by Houston Stewar: ¢ . »hakespe ;
by uston Stewar Chamberlaip ? are’s
one express a U-type nationalism and e
Whether English “nationalism”
is beyond controversy that Englishmen react nationgaliss;
just as they speak prose—without know IStically

Ing it. An iy §
example occurred recently at Welshpool, amusing

Henry Brooke in a speech there compl
rudeness of Welsh Nationalists. At least. said Mr. B
they could be gentlemen even though they conceived
selves to be defending their heritage. Yet, sixteen ye
so ago, Mr. Brooke and his fellow-countrymen were defend-
ing their English heritage. In the process they reduced
cities such as Hamburg to ruins and in a way that would
need a much stronger adjective than ‘rude’ to describe it
But then, one of the vagaries of our subject is that so many
people round about us firmly believe that Wogs, Jugs and

Niggers may well be riddled with nationalism—but Mr.
Henry Brooke never!

rooke,
them-
ars or

THE WELSH ENGLISH NATIONALIST

Some pernicious forms of English nationalism are easily
cultivated in other countries. One of the most curious 18
the sub-species grown in Wales. Its characteristics are well-
known. The Welsh-grown English nationalist is a fervent
internationalist; he always speaks of “Britain”—an entity
otherwise unknown except perhaps to Cymmrodorion Welsh-
men and Government publicity departments. He is enthus-
iastic about the Red Dragon, Welsh postage-stamps, the
Council for the Preservation of Rural Wales, America and
Royalty. He may appear on a Conservative, a Labour or 2
Liberal political platform since the difference between those
three parties no longer has any relevance for Wales and all
three of them in slightly different ways serve as the out-
posts of English nationalism in Wales. And so it is that
many Welshmen can reproduce with uncanny precision all
the reactions of a Harrow-trained English nationalist.
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MUCH-ABUSED WORD

ervations make our task a little easier. Once
1 2 thing as English nationalism,
jts realzf'ecuss Welsh Nationalism with less heat and more
o ve can begin by und‘fl:{_stanc‘lmg. th)at ﬁcﬁ
i -dism or penillion singing) W 1
e oy a;zs?;?avistic CelP')[S. Englishmen, Russians
But they take it for granted.
ot seriously threatened. That
i I am not conscious of my

toes until someone treads upon them; but once that happens
I am hardly conscious of anything else. So with nationality.
It becomes an object of serious thought once 1t 1S thre.atf;ne.d.
We talk much of our nationality preglsely because 1t 1s 1n
danger. We can hardly expect Englishmen to sympathise
deeply and on a large scale with our predicament for it 1s
not a stinging reality to them. “And yet, there .arc SOmE
great and tundamental principles involved in our struggle
which should interest all Englishmen as well as men of
other nations.

Another point that has already become clear is the wide
variety of meanings given to the word ‘nationalism’ in the
English language. Only too frequently in recent years it
has become a term of abuse. It is not the purpose of this
pamphlet to embark upon a study of the way in which the
word is used. I am concerned not with words but with
things, and in this case, the nationalism which Plaid Cymru
(the Welsh Party) espouses and expounds. Therefore, [
%)aucﬂ:oé att(Iam[?t to exPlain what ‘nationalism’ means in
Na%ion;ll-s?)r' Ill_dlaPnor will I‘ask’ whether the policy of the
S o et Hitler's Germany or of the South
B o underst;a:q :18t't al;iy h.arw: any relation with nationalism
BLG  oh it. An exposition of the principles under-

policy and strategy will provide the intelligent

reader with the : : :
i materials with which he - hi
conclusions. can draw his own

and American are o
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Their national existence 1S n
:c not sO 1N Wales. Normally,

THE HUMAN PERSON
Our fundamental principle can be put in one sentence.

We are s . -
. w:i“ tfoncerned with the fate of the




[t 1s this central concern

that gives passio
o 3 3 n to
and 1t is this that links us w

: ou
1th a thousand other - Struggie

throughout the world. MOvementg
All over our globe civilization and barbarism are
ling over the soul of men and it is

Struoe.
our humble pel; 88
too, are locked in that struggle on the Welsh tef that e

. ’
front. Politics is not concerned with all facetssg(f:til:(})lz gafltgle
Religion is fighting the most bitter and crucia] part of the.
battle. But the same struggle is gomng on as well in th:
realms of literature and drama, p

| ainting and architecture, i

the cinema, on radio and T.V. Our Interest in these is, of
. . . :
necessity, indirect, but none the less real for that. For

political party that has no interest in these subjects—the syb-
jects that give greatness and dignity to human life—is itself
a part of the terrible barbarism that threatens to engulf us,
Subjects such as these must be of profound interest to the

politician precisely because they can enrich the spiritual life
of human beings.

T'he human person is gradually being eroded of some of its
most valuable characteristics in present-day Wales.  Let it be
said at once that this process is going on amongst many
other nations. It is not out contention that anything unique
is happening in Wales. Much of what we say of Wales is
applicable, to Scotland or Brittany or Friesland—and for
that matter, to England and France. What we argue is that
Wales must study the characteristics of the disease as it
appears amongst us and wake up to the truth that we must
provide our own remedy and not suppose that anyone else
will provide it for us. Indeed, one of the paradoxes of this
disease is that the sick should insist on healing themselves.

TECHNIQUES OF DEGRADATION

Following some suggestions made by the French .phil-
osopher Gabriel Marcel, we may notice how the techniques
of degradation are employed in contemporary Wales.

First and foremost, man’s idea of himself is being de-
graded.

The idea that each one of us has of his own nature and
destiny is crucial in its importance. If our idea of our re-
sponsibilities and of our human significance is degraded,
then we ourselves are degraded. The doctrine that man 1s
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. put the material producer of material goods is a
11 Jegradation of man’s idea of himself. Gradually men
" terrible %his conception take on many of the attributes of
[reared (l)nthin!fS- They become material in outlook and even
‘matertd e hout protest the treatment usually meted

A accept wit €
.leatrntotomateria] things. I'hey are content to be pushed
s ou :

§ . ound like tables and chairs. | ;

In Wales man’s idea of himself is being degraded as a
8 _esult of a long course of indoctrination which has as its aim
 to persuade him that he 1s a second-class. citizen. The story
! of the decline of the Welsh language durn:lg the last century
! is also the success story of this lndoctx_‘matlo.n. _After the
| publication of the 1847 Report on Education, with its urbane
! inanities about the condition of our nation, the Welsh people
' pecame obsessed with the idea that they must become Angli-
cised in order to prove that Welshmen are as good as
Englishmen. They are still trying to prove that they are as
good; and they still have not succeeded in convincing them-
selves—as the long succession of English appointments to
professorships in the University of Wales shows.

One of the most tragic consequences of this degradation
of our idea of ourselves is now seen in the split between
those who speak Welsh and those who do not. Those who
speak Welsh will tell you without blinking an eye-lid that
Welsh has no commercial use—it is no help to get on in the
world. Those who do not speak it will often tell you the
same Dut an appreciable section of the latter group are
ready at the drop of a hat to indulge in violent abuse of
those who dare defend the language. The frequent attacks
on the National Eisteddfod are probably the best-known ex-
amples. TLord Ogmore, Lord Raglan and Mr. David Llew-
e")’f} can bg. relied upon at any hour of the day—or night—
tc give forcible expression to a quite fanatical hatred towards
anything that firmly resists the encroaching tide of Angli-
Cisation. This is a form of masochism that has interested
Psychologists during recent years. Just as that would-be
chosen race, the Germans, persecuted the real chosen race
“;lt.h fearful barbarity and so revealed in its cruelty its envy
? 1L, so these Welshmen reveal their envy of those who re-
an their historic language not by the civilized method ©
aCquiring a knowledge of it but by bitter persecution of it
and of the people who dare defem(fr it.

5




And so the Welshman's idea
comes ashamed of precisely that
to human life and history.
loses that dignity which |
selves.
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which is his spfgzﬁed‘

belongs

MEN WITHOUT A HISTORY

We can turn now ‘
w to a second techni
nique of deg i
radatiop

The human person is degraded wherever

history of his society is neutralised. the past

Barbarism has no past; only civilization

the barbarian there is only todav. Th ;
cathedrals: he burns books; he rips up epali):tril;ar;?nhbombs
down ancient buildings to make room for his 0v§n ,mi:egug%s
huts. He turns a countryside into a desert and melts sta?u e
to make guns. For him the delicate bonds that tie men tffi
gether and the languages with which men communicate their
thoughts and feelings mean nothing. All the past can be
wiped out so that he can enjoy himself today. The genera-
tions that have lived and died are but stepping stones. They
are but means to an end. They need not be remembered or
thanked or respected.

And the man with no past is the man with no future. It
matters nothing to the barbarian that his children and his
children’s children will have hearts and souls. They can be
poisoned with radio-active dust a hundred years before they
are conceived. They have no heritage. The barbarian owns
everything and he takes no thought for those who might

like to enjoy what he is destroying.

For the modern barbarian no generation is of infinite
worth in itself. All history is meaningless except as a ladd.ei
by which the chosen few climb to their Utopia; and 8o pcr.n
fect is that Utopia and so self-contained that the ladder'b:n
be conveniently kicked away once the heights have D&
reached. i i3 :
This type of thought is sadly evident 1n W‘a-lesstfﬁgag-
The barbarian amongst us is busy destroying ’cth::.’ehlm e
fifteen hundred years of Christian civilization. L= T
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WASTE PRODUCTS

Humanity is degraded also whenever people’s self-res-
t is undermined by persuading them that they are no

more than human waste products.

This was the technique of degradation used in the Nazi

extermination camps. It is always the result of modern
war. It happens wherever men and women suffer from |

poverty, disease, malnutrition and exploitation. w

It is happening in Wales. Since the economic life .
Wales is a mere addendum to that of England and not a
matter of continuous concern to any government, the Welsh
nation is at the mercy of serious economic Crises.
economic life of Wales has been assiduously built up not €0 4
answer the needs of the Welsh people but to suit Englas
The result is chronic unemployment and an alarmingly
raflte- of emigration. In the last 40 years the three co
g~Ang:lese){, Caernarfon and Merioneth have lost more

y emigration than the present population of Merione

- T‘g}\s} condition undermines people’s self-respect.
: g::ad e are not wanted here.” A growing pes
égpends é)lver Wales. People feel increasingly that th
I onla g waste products and they are reconciled
e thy y believing the lie that Wales cannot afic
Englis hem all_ livelihood. This is the way adopted by th
ration -..11);'0' itical parties in order to channel this deep
Sﬁrécessm ? ﬂ‘iﬁll‘ own party water-wheels. But by
'e'éomino .lthxs transparent conjuring trick is fac
i clearer every day that Welsh men and
madi-h tined to be the expendable waste produd
hummﬁgnﬁmy constructed by English planners;
man beings who are learning to seek respon
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PROPAGANDA

The last of the techniques of de

, A : gradation th :
used in Wales is propaganda. at are being

The human person is degraded wherever ropag .
used as an instrument to kill men’s abilitypto mft“‘-‘;é‘
vidually to public questions. 7

In an atmosphere of freedom, propaganda is legitimate
I and my friends may get together to persuade the public
that a course of action is right and good and reasonable

That is propaganda. But while people have the freedom ¢, |
form other groups to persuade the public that the doctrine |

expounded by my friends is wrong and pernicious, propa-
ganda is the life-blood of democracy. The pre-suppositions
of such propaganda are respect for the intelligence of op-
ponents and for the freedom with which they may criticise.

There is a propaganda, however, which is nothing less
than a poison. There is hardly need to explain its character-
istics to the people of the twentieth century. That type of
propaganda is used with devastating effect by the English
Establishment in Wales. It does not emanate from a central
headquarters. It works through a thousand channels—
through radio and T.V., through newspapers and the great
political parties. It extols freedom but close examination
will reveal that it is a highly re'strl.cted freedom. Itl is
freedom for those who support English imperialism 1n Wa fes.1
The most shameful example of the way in which the powttf:rt }1116
have maintained freedom for thelr. own propag_andﬁ aRadio
expense of the freedom to criticise 1s to be seen in t ed o
Ban. The Labour and Conservative Parties _h-avclz tl;seadcasts
considerable political pow'it;;-1 to banltpa_.;t); }Paihtzﬁ:til ou?h o

minority parties. e result 1s th |
1()Z})frrnru progoslzs to contest some 20 seats 1n the nez:[c; .gigcglfe
Election, it will be debarred from putting its gssgbvious 5
Welsh public on radio and kA% This 1ts e
barbaric example of using propaganda no toder Iy e
to judge for themselves, but to benumb people's
individual judgment.

: v b
The same process can be illustrated in another way, by

i epulchres
reference to the most brilliantly whited of all our sept

f_'Of"
__the B.B.C. Not for one week have we been allowed to !
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it veek R.A.E, the
var. Week after week the ’
et the last great w T e Ceneia

ommandos, ! :
t}ilfalg and the politicians fight theitr battles over and

| the Adm'n And they all emerge as heroes before the ml.cro(i
B ereee d the cameras. History is twisted and fa]s!ﬁe
\ phones an Yet hardly any time has been given

i mpunction. _ _ _ =
without cOXTP ain how Franklin D. Roosevelt strained

C. to expl
by ﬁheng.r%e to IureI Japan into an attack on Pearl Harbour.
;Tv(fryare we told at length how completely unnecessary the

: : - i W For that side
+binge of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were. .

E(fn‘?he s%ory we have to turn to distinguished but unpublicised
works by American historians and to such rare journals as

Peace N ews.

So in Wales. The English Establishment does not like
Wales. The result is that the case against Wales is pressed
with a terrible and unyielding consistency. Wales on the
other hand has no means of meeting this propaganda effect-
ively. Its radio and television services are carefully con-
trolled by London and always at the mercy of the Labour
and Conservative Parties whose bias is consistently anti-
Welsh. The newspapers have shown a marked ability for
preserving the appearances of giving Wales a fair amount
of attention, while at the same time undermining the faith
of Wales in itself. The greatest offender of all is the central
government in London. It holds all the trump cards. Fair
words, judiciously mixed with imperialistic actions, have
gradually undermined the ability of Welshmen to rf;act as
Welshmen to the continuous propaganda. Wales is oi
mlf!lmstc:r of State—and then he prom tl. hel e
Liverpool to drown the T ’ B TR e

e lryweryn Valley.

meng‘hlw:,lmvznably the fate of a nation without a govern-
o Oures 4s no government to see that fair play is
U e {}:‘(f)u{ltry. We have no means of ensuring that
| al€s gets as much time as the case against it.
SR fgl‘OWlng power of Plaid Cymru and the lonsg

Pness ot Welsh churches to our national tradition tha%

1ave nerved Welshmen
i to take a more 1t1 :
continuous pro-English propaganda. A i



DEGRADING SCCIETY

The conclusion we can now draw is th

: s that th :
of the human person in Wales is ‘hapmf:n‘;egwad%hon
where man is connected with society. PRECisely

It is not our argument that men are bei
the infliction of personal cruelty. There arlée::)gcgggafed Dby
camps in Wales and no one 1s shot for arguing tha,i1 {%tmn
needs self-government. People are not beaten up b 8
police for gathering together in political meetings. In {V tlhe
the process 1s far more subtle just because it makes pe(a)L TS
unaware of what is happening to them. They grow to 3?
prove of it. But by destroying the nation to which a m;,)n
by history belongs, you degrade the man himself—and the

fact that he seems to approve of it only adds pathos to the
tragedy.

What remedy do we offer?

Our critics laugh us to scorn with the taunt that we
suppose all will be bright and breezy in a free Wales. We
are described as sentimentalists who imagine that a collection
of men meeting at Cardiff will show more wisdom than the
present collection sitting at Westminster. We are paralysed
with the pathetic belief that Dominion Satus is the open
sesame to all that is good and true and beautiful.

It is true of course that we are not smitten with ecstasy
whenever we think of the present collection of sages sitting
at Westminster. We have the very high authority of Mr.
Aneurin Bevan for believing that the majority in the present
Parliament is a “sterile mass of obedient morons.” And we
know from experience that quite a number of those who sit
behind Mr. Bevan are hardly miracles of intellectual feqund-
ity. But we have never argued that all that is needed 1s to
have a parliament in Cardiff. What we have argued is that
nothing whatsoever can be done to save Wales without a
parliament at Cardiff. At least Wales must be free. Whether
Wales will use its freedom wisely and creatively depends on
the level of its own spiritual and cultural life. But we knoW
for certain that without a parliament the Welsh nation will
cease to be. Moreover, our demand for a parliament 1S but
a part of our social doctrine, and it 1s our belief that that
social doctrine taken as a whole is far more likely to give

0
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NATION AND STATE

1eti Some
is li ithi twork of societies.

i his life within a ne : ! "

o 11W?St'nes have their justification as expressions ;
e e family, the club, the cultural or sports
the Church, are examples of thes_efi dAndr rg::
form other societies in order to achieve a specined purposc.

They get together to build factories, to sink pits, to open

1 tates. The nation is

ies or to run trains. They form s . ' 1
glircriftsy which includes within itself this bewildering varlzty
of smaller societies. The health of the nation at large de-
pends very much on the vitality and freedom of these societies

and real danger is threatened when their freedom is im-
perilled.

For us it is a cardinal principle that the nation is a society
of societies. To say, as the late Professor H. J. Laski did on
A Grammar of Politics (p. 105), that the state is a society of
societies is to embrace the basic tenet of totalitarianism.
Totalitarianism makes the state supreme and wishes to see
every organisation serving it. Our nationalism, being fund-
amentally anti-totalitarian, thinks of the state as one foria
oif human society but certainly not as an institution that may
claim unique rights over against the individual man and those
Societies that men organise. Once the state is thought of as
an all,-mcluswe and unique institution, then the horrors of
Isi}tlers Germany follow inevitably. The family is made to
O:E"e the state, and parents urged to have more children in
me;fs:t}:ﬁ;r;};fl’SStS?bglzgdhsgﬁuTaﬂre sqlil‘iers. Youth move-
e e | socteties all become sub-
expressions of human vit T’lrrvlil i e e
. O o n vitality but in thelr_ef’ﬁc'lency as state

€ same principle the nation itself is made

O Serve the ol
ke a-cco%d(i)rrligr of the state. Bach, Luther or Goethe are

State power, All in the hi

. bower, e history
f*%efl the glory of the st i
actively uprooted, Onc

society and

of the nation that does not

att;:] is either quietly discarded or
man or the individual society js ponconcs Of the individual

iy society is measured by ref
L. fria nalis . . v referenc
te, true culture wilts under the touch of death, F?:): Oort;l::
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the state is made supreme, it becomes a Molg
: ; ch 1
else must be sacrificed. to which all

These principles can be exemplified i

Wales. The Welsh nation 1s a societgf that mnenc?;;;eemp()ra

over a period of fifteen hundred years. Its glory hCreated
speaking, lies in being itself. It does not exist to rse;l\:nanly
state. But the sad fact is that this nation lives by the"ieany
of the state—and a foreign state at that. The English Sé\;e
has always treated Wales—as it has treated so many of itz
colonies—not as end in itself, but as a means to serve its own
greater glory. The life of Wales 1s so organised as not tq
cause inconvenience to the English state. Only a Welsh
state could possibly serve the Welsh nation, and even that
would have to be closely observed lest it should develop il-
lusions of greatness. But without a state. the Welsh nation

has no destiny but to serve a foreign state, and that spells
totalitarianism.

An example or two will suffice. Wales may vote Socialist
but it still has to suffer a Conservative government, because
in Wales government is not by the will of the people but by
the will of the English state. The majority of the Welsh
people may object to the occupation of Tryweryn by Liver-
pool, but it is occupied nevertheless because Wales may not
do anything to preserve the integrity of its land if that 1s
in any way inconvenient to the English state. The Welsh
language is not an official language, because to make it official
would be highly inconvenient to the London bureaucracy. ﬁt
every point Wales is subservient to the state, just as the

German nation was made subservient to the state by Adolf
Hitler.

We cannot escape this totalitarianism until we are ;Plg
to make the state in Wales subservient to the nation. AR
that cannot be done until we have our own government-

Plaid Cymru, then, finds itself ranged againsta P-em“?wtvf.,i
form of totalitarianism. It is.pre-eminently the demo_c?%_-- 1
party in contemporary Wales. State-worship 1S threatem%%
the very existence of our nation—it must therefoml.. S
destroyed and its high-priests (whether they call themse ver
Socialists or Conservatives) must be stripped of their powgo
For to argue against self-government for Wales, as they €0

18 to argue for totalitarianism.
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PARLIAMENT FOR WALES

We believe that the next step in the ;.)uolitical strugg’le._ Iis
to secure for Wales a parliament of its own where its
people can assert their national freedom by creative action
within Wales ‘tself and by establishing fruitful contacts
with other nations.

It is often objected against us that our ideal is parochial
in the exfreme. instead of enjoying the universal contacts
that our integration in England provides for us, we hanker
after the restricted life of the village pump. We are accused
of desiring to wall ourselves in and with secretly wishing
to erect large signs along our border saying, “Foreigners!
KEEP OUT” (It is perhaps pertinent to observe that if Welsh
people would like to behave in this silly way, who is England
to prevent them?) X

Plaid Cymru has always wished to see Wales playin
mpdest part in the councils of the nations. After . f
wisdom of men has no mathematical relation to the St
the nation that produced them—or else the great ]
would be a fool indeed, and so would Plato. ~ Paroch
has nothing to do with universal contacts. It is a mat
quality. So many people see everything and
nothing. But fortunately one’s faith in humanity
by meeting so many people who have seen very
have understood to the full the si ce of 1
have seen. There are people who
on the continent of Europe; the
and Vienna. They return
o1 French or German; they
are so full of foreigners a
ning home they cannot re
the President of Switze




- hold over its economic life.

and Yorkshire weavers. That there is much n‘-sp.inners
Wales today is beyond dispute. It is after all npzr(échlal1sm In
anism ; those who feel that their position is c:mseafnCe mech-
tc foster an air of exclusiveness. And parochia]*e try harq
clusiveness. With the achievement of national freelcsim e
is every reason to believe that much of this unlovzl

acteristic of our nation will disappear. They can then %;har*
creatively receptive to the influence of other nations.come

geniality and courtesy of so many Lancashire Cotto

BREAD

National freedom means Economic responsibility, Nat-
ional freedom is not true freedom unless a nation has full
responsibility for its economic life.

One of the stock criticisms of Plaid Cymru is that it has
no interest in the economic life of Wales. It is often sug-
gested that we know very well that self-government will
mean unemployment and poverty, and yet in our fanaticism

for culture we consider this a small price to pay for a parlia-
ment of our own.

All this—as our American friends so elegantly put it—
is bunkum.

The best way of refuting the calumny is by showing how

closely economic questions are linked in our thought with
the need for freedom and responsibility.

Although man does not live by bread alone, he most cer-
tainly lives by bread. And wherever the struggle for livel-
hood becomes so intense that man may be said to live for
bread, there he has all but lost his freedom. Those of us
who have been brought up in humble homes know only t00
well the indignities that the poor have to suffer because _'th{_ﬁY
are constrained to kow-tow to the better off in order to
secure some of the necessaries of life. There is no more
effective way of destroying human freedom than by reducing
men and women to poverty. There is no more effective Way
of destroying a nation either than by maintaining a strang™
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dern world men have learnt that they need not
heir economic circumstances. Our economic
and organised, it can be altered and

lanned. No modern government—not even in the S
can afford not tO intervene in the economic life of its subjects.
Man need not be g-uv‘crned by t}}e bl_md law.s Of'gupply and
demand ; he can use his reason, l_us science, his ablh_ty to plan
ahead so that the structure of the nation's economic !1fe.ca_,'.n
serve the good of all. There 18 nothmg new 1in all this; it 1s
the central contention of socialism in its various forms.

. The question that needs to be asked is, “‘Who regulates
the economic life, and for whose sake?’ Let it be asked of
Wales. The answer is, ‘England.’ The economic life of
Wales is not organised by the Welsh people through their
government for the sake of the Welsh nation. Quite other-
wise, the economic life of Wales is organised by London for
the sake of England. Our planners brag that there is no
such thing as a Welsh Economy. Wales has no means of
modifying any plan that may be hatched in London for re
constituting the Welsh economy. We are completely de-
fenceless against the planners of Whitehall. :
wants our coal—it takes it. English pits m
their way, but Welsh pits are closed first. °
omic structure and control of our ec
favour of England. The result is t
insistent exploitation to the d
Welsh workmen are continuall
unemployment and emigration
Co.unterp'arts; but if it is ;
might suffer a little for
immediate and sentimental
W-Orking classes. Angle r
gallons to Birmingham
carried back b
shops. When it
sensible to produce
would save a lot
- employed in /
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If Wales is to survive as a distinct nation, jt my
full responsibility for organising its economic life st have
a way that the total life of the nation is strengthen“:dsuch
enriched. and

, .It i;; quth\yhile to pause at this point to look at th
ironic situation 1n which the Labour Party in Wales f €
stself on this issue. It is an instructive example of ho 19
socialist party can completely misunderstand and then beg :
'ts own socialistic principles. Mr. James Griffiths and }?‘y
train-bearers have been telling us for many years that t}:S
economic life of England and Wales are so intertwined thai
they cannot be dis-entangled. Therefore, they conclude, it
15 idle to talk of self-government for Wales. This argum’ent
pre-supposes that economic laws are like the laws of nature—
they cannot be changed. It is supposed that because Welsh
coal and steel have always gone to England they cannot pos-
sibly be sent anywhere else; that because England is the
usual market for Welsh milk and beef, no other can be found.
But, on the contrary, the economic life of Wales is a human
creation and if men created it, men can change ity
hardly necessary to lecture a Socialist, of all people, on this
point. Yet, Welsh Labour leaders harangue their audiences
to sleep on the impossibility of changing the economic set-up
of Wales. There was a time when they said that Wales could
not afford to have it changed. That line of argument how-
ever has miraculously disappeared after the publication of
Dr. Edward Nevin’s studies of the Welsh economy. Everyone
~ now realises that Wales is suffering direct financial impover-
~ ishment through the present economic arrangements. S0 our
" socialists have retreated silently from their former position
- and are now telling us that economic arrangements are
~ sacrosanct because they cannot be changed. They still com-
~ pose purple passages on man’s ability to control his en-
_ vironment and then go on to explain that Welshmen Just
- cannot do this. Nothing perhaps shows better than this WE
~ the obedient morons are not a1l on one side of the Fouse @
- Lommons.

~Of course it is possible to change the econonm m
‘Wales. The doubt lies not about the ability to do it bu

e will to do it. The people of Wales can most G
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tern of their economic life if they so
he evidence goes to show that Wales
economic life until it is armed

Whatever reasons there may

be against granting Wales a g'()\-'er.‘nment Qf its own, none of
them is economic. What is 1ronic now IS.thE}t .the people
who have fought so long against the capitalistic (!OCtrlne
that economic laws are immutable and self-regulating are
themselves the great bulwark of laissez-faire in Wales.

Economic subservi and is the great white bull of

ience to Engl
Labour polemics in Wales. Everything must be sacrificed
to that—even t

he existence of the Welsh nation and the hap-
piness of 1its people. The Tories, of course, have always held
fast to the theory that the more colonies England possesses,
the more it can exploit.

_ It is a great tragedy that Labour
should side with them against Wales.

odify the pal
Moreover, all the
have a flourishing

with the means to change 1t.

tainly ™
choOS€.
can never

It needs to be emphasised that what the nationalists are

demanding is not economic isolation but economic res-

ponsibility.
3 _Our critics spend an enormous amount of time regaling
: e;g‘kaudlences'thh lurid pictures of what a free Wales will
dz 1 cel. Here is an outline of the picture drawn. We shall
Orgen On our own resources. We shall have no bananas or
3 ngles, we shall have to drink all our own milk, eat our
¥ ﬁP amb and burn our own coal. We shall have no cocoa,
ee or tea. No Madeira or Champagne will enter Welsh
PO(I'i’ES and we shall have to make-do with Corona and Llan-
%ihi’gbtomatoes. We shall have no new motor-cars or electric
B ; llllbs. No one will be allowed to shop in Liverpool or
Chs ol, and all English newspapers will be turned back at
Naft:'Ster’ Oswestry, Hereford and Severn Junction. The
Willlonza.l Eisteddfod will last for three weeks and attendance
2 be compulsory. No geography, physics, French, Latin,
beedlework or chemistry will be taught in schools; nothing
ut Welsh. No Welsh girls will be allowed to marry for-
eigners. Pubs will be closed all week and everyone will have
to choose between going to a concentration camp and becom-
Ing a Congregationalist. The standard of living will go
plummeting down and Mr. Aneurin Bevan will be the patron
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saint of the Resistance Movement. In a word W
» W3

cursing the day she left the warm folds of the Engﬁlfhwmbe
| apron,

This picture of fanatical exclusiveness ma be
cature; but the sad thing i1s that 1t 1s only a mi?d a4 cari-
of the kind of nonsense that is purveyed on our ;fmt“"’
forms by men who are more concerned with maimp- " - p!af-
own positions of mmfluence than with the truth, o

BRIDGE OF FRIENDSHIP

For Plaid Cymru one of the most valuable means that a
nation has for cementing its friendship with other nations is
through the control that it has over its economic products,
No nation in the modern world can live unto itselfj; and
Wales does not want to. Nor does Wales wish in any way
to disrupt the close economic relations between our country
and England. What we want is not economic self-sufficien:
but economic responsibility. We wish to regulate the t
between Wales and other countries in such a way that W

oitation to énd and co-operation between leg

ms to take its place. We argue that Wales si
e h her own government to strike her own
r countries. I1f England wants

get the maximum benefit. In other words, i
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CO-OPERATION

The social and economic life of Wales can be orgamised
. . far more humane and dignified way than at present.
in a Ié -

Hence our next prinmplc.

The system of economic organisation best suited to our
national tradition and to modern needs is co-operation.

done more than any other single element
The exploitation, the bullying and the
| barons has left an indelible mark on
Our forefathers marched in the ranks
of the Chartists at Llanidloes and Newport; or they broke
down the toll-gates of Pembrokeshire and Carmarthenshire
with Rebecca and her daughters; the military broke up their
pathetic attempts to achieve justice at Merthyr. As in so
many countries, the Industrial Revolution deepened the social
rift between rich and poor. For the rich our cultural heritage
was at the best nothing more than the quaint ways of peas-
ants and at the worst the seed-bed of social revolution. For
them land was but land—it was not the home of a nation;
people but hands to be hired and fired at will.

Capitalism has
to destroy our nation.
ichumanity of industria
our social conscience.

Then came the Labour movement in its various forms.

Iﬁ would heal the social rift. It would close the gulf between
Ehe rich and the poor. Its instrument was public ownership;
e wealth of the nation should belong to all. In 1945 the
great opportunity of the Labour Party came. With a huge
mtjaJorlty behind it, it could translate its ideals into instit-
utions. And then came the great betrayal as far as Wales
was concerned. The programme of nationalisation disre-
garded the identity of the Welsh nation. In two acts only
was Wales respected.  In the others the great socialist
measures went through Parliament one after another as
anglicisation acts. Wales was chopped up to suit the con-
venience of the new English bureaucracy. In five years the
Labour Party revealed itself as a party that cared nothing

for the destiny of the Welsh nation; it was obviously but an
instrument of the English ascendancy. The opportunity of

creating a network of nati’onalis:egl industries as p: rt of a
more general programme for giving Wales effective self-
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government was lost. Not one "
that represented Wales in that pa?-{i;geen%abwr Mariong
the integrity of his nation. Thev sat silem?ut 2P 2 fight g
blow was delivered against the honour of t;b‘l‘u-l.e blow ajte,
they sacrificed their own integrity in the pmelr Mﬁ-ﬁtﬂ
had promised Wales a parliament of its ownc§ss for Laboy

tury before that. The events of those years ry halfaw‘_ .

and 1951 showed only too plainly that the pmm?etm

part and parcel of Welsh socialist thought, Seswm,m

TI}C!:C]_V used in order to hoodwink the Welsh Pmpgchl:l{ Were
niving at the destruction of their nation. paic .3

MORE CAPITALISM

In addition, Labour's nationalised industries falled',@
meet the Welsh workers’ desire for more responsibili m
the industries in which they worked. Since the party had
adopted the State Socialism of the Webbs, it turned its
on one of the most potent ways of increasing the worl
dignity. Instead of closing the social rift created by capit:
it merely changed its nature. The State itself becan

directly the most powerful of all capitalists. Th
railways, gas and electricity were only in an ab
made public property. The status of the wor
changed except in theory. The individual w
more say in the running of his industry than he
still less was the road opened to co-operative ov
‘industry by the men who worked it.

" In this sad way the centralised bureauc
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ot try, so in agriculture. Huge estates in the
fA asrégslgg;lfesgond to combines in industry. They create
rﬂﬁi endent and servile peasantry. It 38 our Belbf ety
?armgrs need to have a real stake in the land. That means
the wide distribution of ownership. .Plald Cymm has f@_--_-.-.__fi_-f_,j---
‘he battle of the small farmer precisely because we be
that he is the backbone of our rural areas. N

Nor do we believe that a stagnant countryside is a sign
of progress. The idea that huge tracts of }t-he Welsh cour
side must be preserved just as they are 1s most d:
It is the townsman's view: the view that the countr
made especially for his enjoyment. The country
provided by the Creator for man’s upkeep and
arily for his enjoyment. It is meant to be
veloped. We must not make an idol of it.
hand, the countryside must be used respor
a virgin field to be exploited no matter w
money and beauty. The earth on which we |
trust, but what makes it sacred is not that it
suitable background for a pic-nic that it -
a people. Agriculture, after all, is not an
nation’s economy ; it is the basis of all

The significance of the

;Ft are aiming at is pre
‘ternal conditions of :




bridge would not hold them, the man .
above all had the energy and thea?af:ﬂa
Plaid Cymru cannot aspire to be more tha 3
It cannot create in men who

‘have much jn
ashamed of the desire for freedom, mﬁﬁ% .:ui.
bridge to freedom where there was nome
to a flame the dying embers of the desire
that is already happening in Wales. Thro
people who had all but given up hope are
It 1s no accident that more and more people
life are joining the national movement.
can only build with a firm hope that the desire
has not completely departed from Wales, It
all sides that that hope is fully justified.

To change the metaphor, we must insis
ticlan can only stand in the wings,
written, produced and acted by the people
eisteddfodau, in their churches and chape
Unions, in their clubs and societies, in the:
local councils.

And, with God’s grace, that play ma
of one of the oldest of European nations



