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BRETON NATIONALISM

France and Germany

INTRODUCTION

GREAT many instances have been given in

the Welsh Press of the persecution to whi

the Breton movement has been subjected,

since August 1944, by the French Government.
However, the supporters of the French Government 11
Brittany affirm that the ground for the prosecutions 1s
not the Breton activities of the defendants but their
collaboration with the Germans during the four years
of the Occupation. Further they hint that the Breton
Movement was more or less artificially created by the
Germans who used it as a tool to destroy the unity of
France.

The Breton nationalists retort that such allegations
are nothing but pretexts given by the French Govern-
ment to try to justify a repression which aimed in fact
at destroying the Breton Movement and stabbing
Breton culture in the back. But far from having been
recently created, the Breton Movement can be traced
back to the distant past, and the French persecution of
to-day is nothing but 2 new exam le of the Jacobin
tradition of centralisation, antagonistic Lo every Sma 1§
nationality within the French State, which has been
the policy of all French Governments.

The Celtic peoples of the Bri tish Isles cannot remain
indifferent to this quarrel. The Welsh, Scots and Irish
in particular do not forget their kinship with the
Bretons. Public opinion in these countries is bound to
take an interest in the fate of the Bretons, because
their struggle is the same as the fight we have been
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successors. Under the 1 1
eadership of Nomi
defe . - p of Nomin 3
v E;'ed g‘itﬁal‘lun in 845 the armies of th:e]: they
ackl:: Of d‘ 1arles the Bald. Charles was compell e
ru-:}lo‘} e ige Breton independence and I\'Om}i)e ed to
End gaullnc.t: king of Brittany. His successors “L?e' was
S }";at;}nl:?n“ furéhcr extended during the wars ,lg:}"’e
s the Breton territories whi Wals agamst
those day = ¥ tories which inclu :
- angs‘,l b]f:,:éit;cs Buuap)- itself, the Cotentin (;ft.fi:i:n
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During the f i
ollowin :
steadily f i § centuries, thy
counu). toi the independence and e Bretons fought
y,» which was not too difficult integrity of their
at t

because the si i
ause the size of Brittan he beginni
o Bt nies : ttany was alm ginning,
1er neighbours, but became ha;)stt::hae Sc:l“{le e
nd harder
as

the power of tl .
1e two rival nei
creased. E i neighbour et
order to bea?lllterizda:? tak](;a hand in Bre(t:g::méles -
- g nex Brittany affairs in
The long civil war, known as tgeac some future date

Successi hi Lk
ession, which took place during tﬁi lfhe Breton
ourteenth

century, was fomented by France and England, who
were at war themselves—the Hundred Years” War—
and put forward their own candidates to the Breton
rown. However, the Bretons did not want to become
English more than they wanted to become French, and
the dukes, in order to safeguard the independence of
the duchy, played off France against England and
England against France, their aim being to prevent
one of these powers becoming too strong and succeed-
ing some day in conquering Brittany. Through many
vicissitudes the dukes mana d to uphold Breton in-
dependence till the end of the fifteenth century. The
wise policy of some of the dukes, such as Yann V the
Wise and his successors, had made Brittany one of the
richest and most prosperous countries in Western
Europe. Arts, literaturc, architecture, social laws,
commerce and industry prospered. The Breton mer-
chant fleet was among the most powerful in Europe.
The duke was helped in the government of the duchy
by the “ Etats de Bretagne,” a representative assembly
of the nation which met every year and without which
no important decision concerning policy or finance
could be reached.

But Breton independence was becoming more and
more insecure as French power increased. Among the
first aims of French policy was the conquest of Brit
tany. In 1488 the Breton army was defeated at St.
Aubin du Cormier, and the Breton duke Francis II
was compelled by the King of France to accept the
treaty of Le Verger which was the first ste% towards the
total annexation of Brittany. Anne of Brittany who
succeeded her father tried, in spite of her tender age,
to resume the fight, but she o0 was obliged to submit,
in order to avoid a longer war and a disastrous occupa-
tion. In 1401 she was compelled to marry the King of
France, Charles VIIL 35

After the death of her husband, Anne married his
SUCCESSOT, Louis XII, and tried to secure in her mar-
riage settlement the indetg'endence of her munrg: She
went as far as to betrothe her daughter Claude, the
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heiress to the duchy, to Charles V, the heir of
g;:éqlliil enemy of_ France, the ho,usc of {ru?trit::le IL}M
Fra::gu]iirl c(l:;.x%[:a in 1514, Claude was betrothed :1::
' : : nce. Brittany could no longer avoi
I—l;g united \lulh the French crown -
owever, the Etats de Bremgnc'\-'
: . : vanted te
11:]1-(21:-::;] fh?:f tthc country and eventually nt.ce;t:flc:llfg
was signed illﬂci[} ;‘n“{f]“g Brittany to France, which
ey hein }},?} : nder lhe‘ provisions of this
e Briu‘?n : (;dl](‘(‘: and his successors became
kel cdli:z-lf n the other hand the French
ministraliveg sk self to respect the political and ad
deeply aLLache?i’ ]ljl'lt(: 1:‘:11"‘1] the Breton people “'.‘-‘l't:
to levy taxes in B = ,ng of France was not allowed
ST AN By rittany without the consent of the
e Bril.mln.numm'.ut: Bretons alone to public
S :1‘““ lizll.ld the 1}@10:15 were not to be
a_)i' union with Fz:tﬂcelegegll:zsiﬂi Bridmufly.l bk
e Ta ¢ end of the
depenince i B Bad e i e
el B ’igf,‘;‘(}'?-c". the liberties of Brittany,
nomous state inside the Ii?égcl(fekilr}fge(;:(:ﬁle B -

* * ¥* %

At first France res
et 1 pected the union. I hile i
o po\ze;h:[ {)l?“g .ot the crown was sl:ilillblfir':f:i}:llt:i3 5
}l)w Poner S lheekiltl‘gsoafs ;f;g:;escnmli\-e of the nitioli?'
urin 51 o) ,
pcrsmi] 11tl}¢=: {?i]lg“ ing centuries tﬁgre Fr:licc)lrle Sadle
ey Scrigus ]t: tc? destroy Breton rights, i fﬂon?rchj’
e 8 Thc:m;lr.mce to the new or{aer ’itn e
cuabis :1:; T re“o;r Breton nationalism in“flilnwd v
i [0_ & htu‘: ] arlement de Bretagne " | e
hastle -urrﬁc, . against French policy. Britt e
e fc:uig .Xllzzvmf!cr to defend her libertieas.n}i hac! i
yefusal of. the Eumd to levy new taxes in Spi k075,
o tats‘,‘ a rising took plac Pue Chthe
o ising of ,l,hf‘: Red Caps” or lhe, oobE as
Stamps Revolt.” The revolt was ruthle f Sevenue
. ssly crushed,

The struggle began again after Louis XIV's death.
In 1720 four Breton noblemen, Pontcallec, Montlouis,
Talhouet and Couedic were beheaded in Nantes for
having tried to restore Breton independence. From
then on, down to the French Revolution, Breton op-

osition was expressed in the struggle of the Parlement
de Bretagne against the centralising tendencies of the
French monarchy. Members of the Etats and Parle-
ment suffered renewed arrests, or Were sentenced to
terms of imprisonment Ot banishment. The stru le
culminated, at the end of the reign of Louis XV, in the
“ Procureur Général " La Chalotais becoming the
leader of the Breton resistance.

However, owing to her stubborn insistence on her
rights, Brittany had managed to retain till the eve of
the Revolution the administrative and political auto-
nomy to which she was entitled. She could still govern
herself freely, and was onc of the most prosperous pro-
vinces, her taxes being Jess burdensome than anyw ere
clse in the French kingdon.

Brittany, which had constantly opposed the French
monarchy, at first readily accepted the French Revolu-
tion. But soon she realised that the revolution in-
tended in fact to continue more rigorously the central-
ising policy of the monarchy. Brittany was annexed to
French territory, and divided into five dé rtements
(Ille et Vilaine, Cotes du Nord, Finistére, orbihan,
Loire Inférieure). The Etats and the Parlement de
Bretagne were su pressed, the treaty of union unilater-
ally revoked an religious freedom endangered. In

1793 under the leadership of enterprising chiefs—
above all La Rouerie and Cadoudal—a general rising
took place to defend the threatened faith and recover
those liberties which had been suppressed.

Although these were the two main reasons for the
-rising, French historians have unceasingly sought to
present it as a purely royalist rising. Brittany was
warmly attached to her political freedom, and if addi-
tional proof is needed it can be found in the fact that
the Breton republicans themselves, who had supported
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the Revolution at the beginning, now joined the feder-
alist banner and took up arms in the middle of 1793
against the Jacobin Convention. ‘
‘Not until the beginning of the nineteenth century
did Brittany lay down arms. Once more defeated, she
had to submit to the will of her conqueror. She had
lost her political autonomy; her name itself had been
blotted out of the maps, but she clung devotedly to her
Breton language, still spoken in the western half of
her territory. She cherished above all the memory
of her heroic past as a free nation. ;
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what is called nowadays “ the Breton Movement %180
the Breton Movement is nothing but the heir u-f the
nationalist tendencies which have been rcpeatedly
expressed ever since the Union. Far from having been
s some French circles will say, artificially created in
1989 as a weapon against France, it is nothing but the

modern manifestation of the agelong Breton fight for °

Ireedom.

Buf, \\:hilc l}ril:tiu inclined to take a liberal view of
the Celtic revival, France tried to strangle it. A few
years before the first inter-celtic congress. organised in
1867 at Saint Brieuc by the Association Bretonne, this
organisation had been suppressed by the government
(1858). The first petition in favour of the teaching of
.llircmn, n};ul? by Henri Gaidoz, the director ufalhe

Revue Celtique ", and Charles de Gaulle, on the eve
ol the 1870 war, was turned down. During that war
the government department of national defence fear-
ing that the Breton army might become a threat t
l*_rcnch unity, allowed it to be decimated by the i’ t‘J
sians during the battle of Le Mans. ' g

However, the Association Bretonne resumed i
activities at the beginning of the Third Re (bll’ls
}l%llur:iicl llutlr:‘lr_ulu}‘e \\ia.-s flourishing. La Burderieilrllit;l.

» great Histoire de Bretagne. Folklorists, lik
{?La:: :lm(l_ .L‘m'd' gathered popular songs and Ltfhft\m:l;e
F”l] ;)“clxéqlsifn \:}Pﬁl_ sctolnrs like Joseph Loth Dotth:l
L1114 ,. 1'e Vallte, £ i \ i :
Celtic studies. At 1h: g\?lu;% ﬁ:;ec:e:\ p.ossﬂnhues .
orgn_nismiuns were created, for im:;rllt'g,tim\vuﬂregou
chl_onullsl_c Bretonne ", whose leaders ,“? Unlon
Goflic, A. Le Braz and R. De L'Estob ‘t\x?e Shedie
became deputy for Morbihan and the Pm;: Skl
Unllou from 190z onwards. A numeroul;. s.}lsdem of L
gation came over to Cardiff in 1900 to take reton dele-
Listeddfod. There they decided to sta g e
branch of the Welsh Gorsedd. The G;J:[(? Bicion
B:ards_ of Brittany was founded in 1golm3 ddoE e
dn‘cct'mn of Le Fustec, Berthou-l{aledm‘::?'er be
Taldir-Jaffrenou. Thence forward a Bretonc geland

ega-
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Lion came over almost every year to take part in Welsh
Fisteddfodau; and Geltic Congresses were held, where
representatives of the Celtic nations came together.

In 1905 the “ Bleun-Brug ", a Breton catholic asso-
ciation, was founded by Father Perrot. In 1911 the
“ Fédération Régionaliste de Bretagne” was esta
lished. In the same year the first Breton Nationalist
party, under the direction of C. Le Mercier d’Erm,
came into being. During that period numerous news-
yapers and reviews, devoted to the defence of Breton
riglhls and culture, were published in Breton and
French.

But while the Welsh tongue was gmdually bein,
admitted into the schools and universities, the Fren:
government steadfastly refused to com ly with the
Breton claims. In 190% it went even as far as to pro-
hibit the use of Breton in the churches. But the
Breton people energetically refused to admit the
French ukase, and the government was compelled to
give way. Although all the Breton liamentary
representatives, regardless of their political opinions,
asLed for the teaching of Breton in 1gop and 1911, the
French government refused to satisfy their claims.

Nevertheless, during World War 1, the Bretons
generously shed their blood to defend France. Pro-

ortionately, Breton losses Were almost double those
of the French. The war cost Briftany 240,000 dead,
among them Yann-Per Kalloch, the greatest of the
Breton Foets. The Bretons hoped that fighting for
“ the defence of small nations ”’ would entitle them to
maintain their national life. They presented to the
Peace Conference a petition bearing the signatures of
the most important Breton personalities, as ing for
the recognition of the national rights and cu tural
Jiberties of Brittany; but France vetoed any discussion
of the petition. . AN

After the war the Breton Movement, still more.
active, resumed its propaganda. New associations were
founded, new Eublications were edited, and Breton
literature experienced a new revival. But now reton
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nationalism, exasperated by the continued opposition
of the French government to 1ts most moderate claims,
began to take a More aggressive Course.

* * * *

At the eve of World War II the Breton Movement
could be described as follows: the cultural movement,
which at first had met with some opposition, had suc-
ceeded at last in gaining the support of almost the
whole of Breton opinion. The Breton language, under
the influence of the young Breton writers of the
“ Gwalarn "’ school—a review founded and edited by
Roparz Hemon—was giving birth to a more and more
diversified and many-sided literature. Many other
publications were helping the work of “ Gwalarn ":
“an Oaled”, the organ of the Gorsedd, directed by
Taldir; “ Feiz ha Breiz”, the “ Bleun-Brug ” monthly,
directed by Father Perrot; “Dihunamb”, Loeiz
Herrieu's paper; Erwan Ar Moal’s weekly “ Breiz”;
“Sav”; “ Studi hag Ober”, etc. . . . Under the in-
tfluence of Bleun-Brug, the Christian schools began to
devote one hour a week to the teaching of Breton,
“ Breuriez ar Brezoneg er skoliou”, an association
directed by Remont Delaporte, helped to make the
npplic‘:lation of these measures effective and wide-
spread.

: On the other hand Breton was still forbidden in the
State schools. ““ 4r Brezoneg er Skol ” was founded in

1934 by Yann Fouéré. This association, under Fouéré's
leadership, organised throughout Brittany a powerful
movement to demand the teaching of Breton in the
schools. This campaign was conspicuously successful.
On the eve of the war, over four hundred mun-ic‘ipai
councils, mainly in the Bretonspeaking areas, and
the three General Councils of the Breton-spe ki g
départements; had adopted a motion demandj ng the
teaching of Breton in the schools and its admission
as a subject for examination. The campaign of 4y
Brezoneg er Skol was supgojrted- by all the Breton
1

had always kept the
above -pol?tical strife.
cause of Breton ma
course, all who dema’
nomy for Brittany Were
the language. Bm::m




On the other hand the Breton Nationalist P
founded in 1919 by M. Marchal, O. Mordrel and
Debauvais, had brought toge‘t.her an important n
ber of young and enthusiastic su The B.N.
accuseti the regionalists of lack of dynamism and 1
cffectiveness. It held that the Breton question w
be solved only when the Breton nation na
of its own destiny. If France refused to give Brit
a freedom equivalent to that of a British Domin
the party would endeavour to recover Breton libert
h}r’ cvery possible means, if necessary by the creatic
ol an independent Breton State. The fortnightly org
of the B.N.P., “ Breiz Atao ", advocated this po{icy

Relations between the B.N.P. and the Fren
Government deteriorated notably during the deca
preceding the war. Acts of violence by the sec
organisation called * Gwenn ha Du ", whose directi
had been attributed (‘:\rithout the slightest pr
C. Lainé, began to take place. The most impressi
was the blowing up, at Rennes, on August 7, 198

the monument symbolizing the union of Brittany
France, on the very day when Monsieur Herriot

President of the French Government, was solem

celebrating in Vannes the four hundredth annivers

of the Union. During the same period the B.N.P

into contact with the other national minorities

on the French territory: Flemings, Basques, Corsican:

Alsatians, Catalonians. It tried to cb-n]?ératc W

them in the political field, and the review, Peu‘;:i’

F'I'O.ﬂt'léfﬂ,}'", Ereated in 1936, 'Was devoted

defence of the national minorities in western

Some time before the war the French
decided to take steps against the Bretox _

Active members of ge B.N.P. were sentenced to

of imprisonment for illegal propaganda.

ard-:sr xgas passed :&: th

kind of propaganda

-F:?aneg-’fprl‘ﬁeg&ol '

and O. Mordrel, wer

imprisonment; the latter




CHAPTER 1H1

BRETON NATIONALISM: THE WAR
THE GERMAN POLICY

HE war brought to an end every kind of open lﬁg"‘ﬁ' .“:1:1; vast majority of
nationalist propaganda. Those newspapers, ;cmbgﬂ ol the B.%H’ 1

" periodicals and reviews of the Breton move: yecognised the Breton pal
ment not yet supprcssed by the government, Mordrel, did not agree wi

had to stop publication as their editors were of the regionalis
mobilized. I{)aid‘: were made throughout Brittany o :;:;:gvcd of the :(-c:&lvétrﬂﬂf_

the houses of Breton nationalists; books and docu- § b sirongly emphasised |
ments were taken away and burnt. The Breton home B.N.P. £
in Paris, Ker Vreiz, then a reception centre for Breton Meanwhile France was attac
soldiers—corresponding to the London Welsh Services defeated the next month.

Club—was ransacked by the police and closed down. §  f what Debauvais and
C. Lainé, a lieutenant in the reserve, who had been seems unquestionable tha
reviously reduced to the ranks, was court-martialled ing some influential G
or having declared himself a Breton nationalist in his olicy, since Marsha/
rvivate correspondence, and condemned to five years’ Ecrg trial that a Breton
imprisonment. ' end of the war.
his clearly shows that as early as 1939—i.e. long As Roger Casem
before the invasion of Brittany by the Germans—an the two Breton I
extensive attack on the Breton movement as a whole i in G
was being carried out by the French government.
Every manifestation of Breton life, political as well as
cultural, was Eroscnbed. This is a point of import-
ance, as it enables us to appreciate the true motives of
the subsequent persecution which was to start in |
August 1944, when the Germans left Brittany, and to §
understand on the other hand the reactions of some
Breton nationalists during the German occupation.

Treated as irreconcilable enemies, Mordrel and De-
bauvais, judging that France’s difficulty was Brittany’s
opportunity, interceded with Germany for their
country—just as Mazaryk and Benes did for the
Czechs during World War I. They tried to persuade
the Germans to set up, in case of a French defeat, an
20 e




by the Germans. T :

the beg"nnil::gn‘:;f Idlll: Breton question was reviewed at
elieving that a Fr negotiations, and the Germans
st lms;ili 'anco-({erman armistice would mc:u;
on that I)Uin-t .}ffs' decided to give them satisfaction
ready to I’lll)]i:ill o Berlin newspapers, which were
of a Breton “ate”erysan(ma] articles on the setting u
Wiy B nllaum,- \\fe;e.orderevd to change their ]?»;,(r
of 1940 was a dca:ijl ; ‘i“-l the Franco-German armistice
Mordrel and Dely Y --)’lt.}“. to the policy advocated by
it e e .l.}.l\fllh, because, from then on, the
contrary to ihcircf L 1¢ cause of Breton independence
was going to }Jlach;:[-el?ls' Henceforward, Germany
tion with France. er hopes in a policy of collabora-

* s
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In order that these ev
. , se events, and especially the reas
"mylcrtsl:gu :IGc‘rlmans changed theirp polic; lrll‘ji“fl:ltml?s
s i » We must have a look at Ger , B olitics

l_ln;, this period. i g

_Since the coming to power of i

Sus _ of the Nazis, tw
circle?.‘dl[ I.;f(;::;l _n'mlcgable in German gc:? e:'fll:tlll:? t
nl‘;um dpuwer and ;llltzl:.:iO\'?ligglll‘l::nig e ma;i-
il e g destroy ast traces of Versai
Acc’:)rdilﬁmed- as to the means of attaining tl\ e_r&»a!_lles,
hretord g to one of those tendencies strc%m }ose S
ll-wylsati::l%latqttiu be tfll_een into accom’u, undblFlr:I:“ v
should be crilsl?:iaff’r ainst German expansionist ‘CJC.
to be carried 01(1t tr}st[ This yas the prelilnin'u'l? ok
conquest of th efore Germany could begit e
Europe whicl el castern territories, ie. that B
Suupes anl._tm Germans considered thei part of
e\'el-)vthin pI (T s Accordmg 2 = endency,

: g had to be done to avoid L tenenay
which might endanger the German ac;var vy

east. : n :
L ‘%-Ie[nce the need for a policy of mna}(}uest_s in the
vestern powers, notably with Fran(:;mt"’_n with

€, since if

France remai /
tma]ntc;.-ole}lrl'auned neutral, Britain would . A
. In any case the latter would h iemain nen-
29 4Ve no means

as

of landing on the Continent the sl';_gl-htest part of her
forces. Faced with such a dilemma, Hitler 3 ighed the
pros and cons and for many years wavered between
power politics and diplomatic intrigucs, emphasizing
! ternatively both policies according to circumstances.
he result of this attitude was that two different
tendencies were represented in German regarding
France. One of them was anti-French, while the other
{avoured an entente with France. The former was sup-
ported by the old Prussian militarists and the mem
' the Nazi party while the Jatter had been adopted by
the diplomatic corps and the greater part the
German people. hile the former tendency tri-
umphed between 1953 and 1936 in matters in which
Hitler could not accept any com romise—i.e. the re:
v of the Saar basin to the Reich and the re-militari-
ation of the left bank of the Rhine—the latter won
the. upper hand between 1936 and 1939, when the
German government tried to follow a policy of colla-
boration with France. Von Ribbentro and Abetz
were the chief representatives of this policy, and they
obtained over Hitler an ever-increasing influence.
Munich, at the end of 1938, marked the triumph of
(heir theories. Hitler believed that he had neutralized
the forces which were hostile to Germany in western
Furope. The passivity of the foreign powers when
Czecho-Slovakia fell, in March 1939, confirmed him in
that opinion. The German pact with Russia, negoti-

ated by Ribbentrop, was in his eyes the decisive factor

which would prevent the western democracies from
intervening in Poland. To the end, Von Ribbentrop
and Hitler did not believe in the war on the western
frontiers of Germany. But the facts gave the lie to

their calculations, and this was the first blow to the.

pro-French party. Yet Hitler still believed that the
\llies had declared war for the sake of principles only,
and that he could obtain a good peace treat after
imastering Poland. During the * phoney war " of 1939
1940, he acted according to this belief. His calcul:
tions, however, once more proved false.
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A St ;
ccordingly, the anti-French policy was allowed to

revail. Many i
p Many plans to dismember France were stud- .

1ed. The claims :
by Debau\f:::ilsl?;doi[[h? Breton nationalists presented
ers Ll G ordrel found well-disposed listen-
state covering tﬁns thought of forming a great Flemish
a Breton State eangnh. of France down to the Somme
Wlomis s e po e

art of : which had been o
?‘, - ﬁn(‘ih&??l} Roman Empire. They decided r:ncco::

et oo ratlaunchedon My TG 1040,
Rl i il er did not entirely give up the pro-
order to spare fheS’F The German troops received the
perties aﬁnu . e French civilian population and pro-
ning over F racnzct:}z glﬁ:)rllgoﬁl-ld' Hitler thought of win-
£03 umL armistice was readsil;rgd"::llic:tége Srsnceiogucs
woulsd r;zzaﬁeththought that his victory over Poland
the end of th,e ;’;n of the war, so Hitler believed that
peace. The F rf;n os(t;lmgs with France would secure
as the first .‘i[ép c%wfr%??h‘éi??ﬁ? a%Peand o

o 3 t ‘ g s. By el

:‘l;t::}lﬂlfo%ll;filt French soldier whose authéri?f%fz:;qtggg
iyl i ;fcogmzed by the French people, Hitler
why he treatvedeI-":ﬂuld gain French sympathy. That is
when he could hranc_e with a soft hand at a momen:
But when he si avedlmposed any condition he liked
greatest olitic:igne[ the armistice, Hitler made his
e e e Em( military mistake. By leaving u >
tinbed the la' of France and Northern Africg 111-
Uppe e smlo i favour of the Allies. The policy of

l on with France was to beco policy of
spicuous German failure. € a most con-

* * ¥*% *

While the pro-French policy 1}
all plans hostile to ancepwerz ﬁfaili’je“f’][’er hand,
fiemiatwes of the German nghelmstr'as o fepre
eclared that the creation of a Breton St ¢ openly
a mistake since Brittany would be inev?:eb}muk_l be
24 ably driven

into the sphere of influence of Britain with whom she
had economic and cultural connections. This explains
why the scheme of a Breton state was so easily sacri-
ficed and why the efforts of Debauvais and Mordrel
were from the start thwarted by the officials of the
German Foreign Office. In other words the Franco-
German armistice marked a turning point in the atti-
tude of the Germans towards the Breton question.

Now the German policy was to consist of mere
toleration of the Breton movement, Germany T uir-
ing from Vichy the same toleration. But Germany had
1o intention of doing anything else, despite what the
French government of to-day may say in this respect.
This should be constantly borne in mind to under-
stand the history of the Breton movement during the
four years of the German occu ation.

1t is easy, then, to realize the political difficulties
with which the Breton movement was to meet during
those years, and the obstacles put before its leaders,
with the intrigues of the French government on one
hand and the vacillations of the German policy on the
other hand. The Germans wanted to remain unhin-
dered by the Breton movement in their ﬁohcr of
collaboration with Vichy France, which was hostile to
every Breton claim, just like any other French govern-

ment. Vichy tried to fight the Breton movement by -

every means and to persuade the Germans to take steps
against it. Also the secret war between the French
administration and the German services should be
taken into account. Events in the Breton movement
between 1940 and 1044 portray the inter-action of
these various factors.
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CHAPTER 1V
NATIONALISM AND REGIONALISM

<\ e
(‘)‘:‘\;ljz E&,élolm. the end of June 1940 on-
wards ] rdrel and Debauvais tried to put
\-'a{l:'- pr?gramme into operation. A “ Con?eil
July 4 1640. rl)fsa B;eton. was founded in Pontivy on
drel, C. Lainé an!(ll“:;}bers‘ were F. Debauvais, O. Mor-
sued = manitesto § - Guieysse. The Conseil National
Brittany, A wcib]t?'l:e‘f?vuur of the independence of
"~ was created to he‘i i[:Spaper, D dene Brelons 8
Nod ol ok - B propaganda. But under the
i rench authorities, the Germans re-
official body ggithleh;n(igf:._sgti N}clttio:lml Hreton ases
o i i ime, they did not
pl‘esls?n(' ;I?cté?::allstb to obtain P"Szession Ofaltll(::r :)lze
always been Iietf:sfabmhed in Rennes, which hag
s mti(;m]‘-ow and during the war, hostile to
Pablishing bv‘.‘.‘E{)l‘bnl‘] The daily newspapers they were
1()‘ublication, anzle tﬁ;g:y ‘:\?gr(‘:vgoe al;;horised el ikl
B o w devoted t
vt Bl-?zla?,}la;?a&m"g ‘The post of 1ni1imryog§$::fgr-
e was’ i p by the German Army after it
B diveidm:;ay with a few weeks later anc?
uren, correspondi e Fddkmnmm;dam-
of France Buri ing to the départements as in the r
SEll £00 [h ng the following months the Germ S5
gave ! }IJSr ’ e policy they had at first adopt, dms
prisoncrs-gfm" prisoners. The last camp fOrp];.: to-
prsones -war at Luckenwald near Berlin e
4 L1 1\{;31'21&101’1 of Breton prisoners was Smwas floged.
Pagz?ndamgéill anilpeba“"ai-“ went on withp tlfgi'
the Conseil N§t9 ngEd S o aCLiVitr' s of
el ional Breton, they set u 68 1of
on Nationalist Party, through th P anew the
€ medium of

which they were goi

1 going now to conti

; 1 i

paign. In L’Heure Bretonne, Morrtl;:el ter came
26 €l launched

violent attacks against the Vichy government. After
the meeting of Marshal Pétain and Hitler at Mont-
oire, in a leading article * Question de Loyauté ",
which proved later to be truly prophe-tic, Mordrel
criticized the policy of collaboration between France
and Germany and warned the Germans against it. He
told them that their hopes of seeing France enter into
a sincere collaboration with Germany were nothing
but a lure, and that if France ever tried to collaborate
she would only do this to deceive her enemy and stab
him in the back at a more convenient moment. AS
might be easily expected, such renewed attacks roused
the wrath of the Vichy government. The French
authorities again and again asked the Germans to put
a stop to the activities of the B.N.P., to sup ress
[ Heure Bretonne and above all to arrest Mordrel and
Debauvais. The German embassy, whose new officer
was Otto Abetz, for many years a resolute supporter of
a Franco-German understanding, advocated the same
thing before the military authorities. At the end of
1940 this policy won the upper hand, and Mordrel and
Debauvais were compelled to quit Rennes in order to
avoid being arrested. Only the personal connections
they had kept among the supporters of the anti-French
section, who had helped them during the war, enabled
them to escape being taken into custody by the Ger-
mans. Yet Mordrel was exiled into Germany for six
months. When he came back he was no longer
politically active and confined himself to his editorial
work as director of the review “ Stur” which he was
already publishing before the war. At the same time
the B.N.P. chose, as its new leader a less known and
more moderate personality who seemed capable by his
cautious policy of avoiding the snares which Breton
nationalism was likely to meet with. In December
1940, Remont Delaporte became president of the
B.N.P. and director of I’Heure Bretonne.

3% * * *
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53;1&{:1(;1;0]1(:8 of R. Delaporte as head of the BN.P
be a necessity regarding the inner si ation
of the party as well as its foreign polic Y Dl
shared the opinion that the blpollzcy of 2}31‘}(;1?1&0“&
I}cbguva:s did not meet with the success they ha(él e
cipated. Their personalities, their policy, and nl:u'lj
Ell;t:lvmc's .dt}rmg the war, their extr::111e':‘mti—l*’rten?:llll
.111(: Se[)dldl}ut_ opinions, were not of the kind to win
= %Ep{?{mt;on of the greater part of the Breton
andpth'e hg;ﬁ; il::;u of the occupying army had subsided,
ki rhtlsplrlt of the Resistance was beginning
(o ettt
S s ais ai ordrel against the -
::1(1, :11:; };‘)\a ‘::hL 11?111;1-‘11[{1:1({:}011:1-‘;{? tihem as traitors who (i?l?cl
rittany with the German ar 1657
sudden change in the German atti koo
: he an ¢ le towards Brit-
tany after the armistice had inl(imu{ el e
oy ¢ armistice had eed destroyed every
lead(;'i.()f success for the policy of the two separatis‘t
@ 1131;:3;:’ ill‘;::ld France not asked for an armistice, and
T ependence had been proclaimed, puttin
e hands of a Breton state the administrati :
press, finances and all the resources of a prosr&;:rlom
country like Brittany, there is no doubt lhgt (t)lllls
nationalist and separatist ideas would have b ;
proved by the greater part of the Br;to Peori
Nauonahsm in Latvia, Lithuania or Esthoulil't pt?(?{ple‘
slroglger before.World War I than Breton nat‘io‘:ldi'no
on the eve of World War 1I. But from the day dhvas
small countries were given their independ i
national consciousness which was but I:mle .
the people (as it was asleep among the Bretc?g Seople
flared up at once and swept the whole nati SRl
same thing would undoubtedly have ha i Tl}e
Brittany, but. conditions were different thelf') e
France remained under the leadership of L et
chief and h'fld saved her national unity, w} ;'ll S
of Breton independence had been gi,\'enn S
Germans in order to secure France's Eriendgl}:' W e
supporters of French imperialism in Brittany > -The
8 Ny regained

their composure and it seemed impossible that the
Bretons would be willing to follow, for the time bm;g,
(he separatist banners. Breton nationalism remaine 5
¢ is true, well alive, but mixed with it was a feeling of
lovalty towards France; and few people would admit
that the future Breton independence could be based
on the ruins of France. Therefore the B.N.P., which
constituted the extreme wing of Breton nationalism
and was, just like any other extremist movement, a
minority party, had to revise its attitude in the new
circumstances which it had to face in and outside Brit-
tany. The new political course which R. Delaporte—
who had carefully studied the political situation—
intended to follow, was meant to meect those new
necessities. : '

The new president of the B.N.P. possessed, toEetl:_lef
with his brother Yves Delaporte, the symg:thles of
many Breton catholics with whom they d colla-
borated before the war. As a matter of fact, the person-
ality of the new leader brought over some new sup-
porters to Breton nationalism. New branches were
founded and many hundreds of people attended the
congresses of the party. Youth organisations were
created, a publishing branch began to issuc a great
many pamphlets on educational and Pmpaga;lida_
matters. In fact, R. Dela?oﬂe Jay the main stress Ol
the inner organisation of the party and the propa-
ganda among the Breton people. Under his influence,
"'Heure Bretonne slowed down its attacks and Té-
frained as much as possible from interfering with
international matters, and above all with Franco-
German relations. But it remained as critical as ever

of French administration in Brittany, in spite of the

German disapproval of such a p licy. In
political field R. Delaporte, while he maintai
Brittany had the rights of a nation and ou
treated as such, declared ‘that C
into contact with the French government 10 ¢
the status of Brittany. He had admitted that .
chould remain a part of the French Empix
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status l}e_ dcmanfle_d was about as far-reaching as that

0[_ a British dominion. From then on, the propaganc?a
T e 1 ;

of the B.N.P. was to be directed along those lines.

. However, the doctrines of the Breton nationalis
remained too extreme for the greater part of B;'ett;u
opinion. The whole of the Breton movement did n .
follow the policy of the B.N.P., and the old regionali(;lt:
lindency, somewhat embarrassed at first by political
;:incc?g;.wgadt res’umed its activities and was trying to
e I'y o express itself. The regionalists remained
oyal to France before and after the war. They alw,
;,)(‘):Itl:derc% that Breton problems should be s?:.lvcdafs
een France and Brittany alone. i iti
was made e;.‘u_lent in December 1922 ir;r :laﬁlzdlzi?‘selsu?n
Marshal Pétain, presented by Taldir-Jaffrenou :l 3
supported by the signatures of a great many Br tn
li;::;:;g?allufs.l\;l"lu;l new French government Jndt:re 1?12
Ise o arshal Pétain, seemed mo : 4
permit administrative reorganisati e
the provinces; this would have Sncliaa
safeguard its rights and liberties. klltds[;i(rlmflnr:talw 5
thatl regionalist doctrines should be fostered ?ccsI:a_rY
Efgl(y rather than separatism, in order that the ?‘rel:‘::t;
e ;L?$n11gent be persuaded that cultural and adminis-
e freedom was wanted by Breton opini ”
£l opinion as a
Therefore, some members of the regionalist mov
ment resolved, on the initiative of Yann Fouér i
start a daily newspaper which should becom e
organ of the regionalist and cultural move . ﬂ'm
Brittany. They thought that there was damem e
allowing Breton nationalism to express iy i
political views. This movement had only S e
of followers and sympathisers, although iz a s
that before the war the cultural claims “fas Pl
received almost unanimous support by auo Brittany
Breton opinion. Therefore it was Considersecm:’rls of
50 ed that as

united and active regionalist organisation should be
formed, with a policy of moderate administrative and
cultural reforms which could be a proved by the

cater part of the Breton people. Yann Fouéré too
was of the opinion that Brittany was far from ready to
adopt a policy of separatism, not even the more moder-
ate Breton nationalism represented by the B.N.P.
under the leadership of R. Delaporte. Thus the im-
portant task was to educate the Breton peoplc. to make
it conscious of its rights, to propagate Breton ideals,
culture and civilization, which French propaganda
had tried to blot out during the last hundred and fifty
years. In order to accomplish that task it was necessary
to reform political institutions. The Vichy govern-
ment, like any other French government, would never
grant reform unless it realised that the Breton moves
tent was strong and could become dangerous if the
Breton claims were continually turned down. The aim
of the new daily, “ La Bretagne ”, would be twofold:
first to canalise a strong current of Breton opinion,
and second to obtain from France the most essential
Breton claims. Could those aims be secured, it would
be possible to take further steps.

Before this task could be carried out, much negotia-
tion was necessary. But at last, the first issue o “Ta
Bretagne ™ was published on March 21, 1941. In order
to receive authority to start his newspaper, Yann
Fouéré had been obliged to pledge his word to the
German censorship not Lo embark upon any anti-
French policy, and to pledge his word to the French
to remain a regionalist and an enemy of separatisni.
From then on, Yann Fouéré wrote each day a leading
article in which he unceasingly fought for his ideals
and demanded the many reforms which Brittany was
waiting for. He protested against the numerous attacks
made upon the economic and social interests of the
Breton people. He formulated a body of reg:lonallst
doctrine, building up a plan of Home-Rule for Brit-
tany within the French state. A steadily increasing
number of Breton patriots were brought together to
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fight for Breton freedom. At the same time the “ Amis
de la Bretagne ”, whose members included the most

prominent persons in the country, were busy establish- =

ine all over Brittany
o drittany a network of sym athisers
! rt 1
C(Jl’folldfltc the work of the newspaper s
At tl inni irect
e ;:)l:c E)(;gnlmng of 1942, the director of the paper
m.;; (.p[ecBm , Monsieur Le Gorgeu, the senator and
avor of Brest, was dismissed b i ;
4 s} ecause of his hosti
attitude to the Vichy ; o
y government. The purchas
‘ > _ hase of
%::‘ur of the shares .enabled the shareholders of L3
f:):ﬁ{iﬁi? to 1L11511\ this newspaper, which ever since its
ation had been hostile to B i i
ation h reton ideals, into
1:1(::\:11 [1;}l|11131;‘11m‘elll of propaganda for Breton reviorf:
. Yann Fouéré took over at this ti i iti
150, . s time its political
direction, entrustin 1 inti N .
; sting to his more intimat 11
tors the task of defendi ims, T o
ing the Breton claims. Tl
i . Edefend : . Thus was
nﬁ‘;&en! (ldbOd-) of opinion, which stood for Breton cul-
d'\iliesd\l:]. ! elur;ln(:lm};c claims, supported by the two
2 /hich had become the or p
a wi : gans of the moderat
wing of the Breton movement and were pro agatin;

1ts dOC 1 EVETY (1:1}
trime ; Ao 8
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CHAFTER V

THE STRENGTH OF THE BRETON
MOVEMENT AND ITS PROGRESS FROM

1941 TO 1944

ITHIN less than eighteen months after the
beginning of the German occupation, the
Breton movement attained a strength it had
never reached before. The Vichy govern-
ment, weakened at the same time both by internal
strife and by the propaganda of General de Gaulle’s
Committee, had been compelled to take the Breton
roblem into account.

The strength of the Breton movement lay mainly in
its press. The B.N.P. had still at its disposal its weekly
organ I’Heure Bretonne, whose circulation was stead-
ily increasing. Both this newspaper and the two daily
organs of the moderate wing, La Bretagne and La
Dépéche, had gained the favour of the public. They
were in fact the only newspapers in Brittany which
dared to adopt 2 critical attitude towards the French
administration and to criticise openly the unjust treat-
ment which was inflicted upon the Breton people.
Therefore the representatives of the French govern-
ment in Brittany were compelled to take into account
the power of the Breton press. 3

At the same time, the purely cultural movement was
going on with its own proga nda work. Almost all
the reviews in Breton that ha stopped publication at
the beginning of the war, resumed activities during the
months following the armistice. A weekly newspaper
in Breton, “ Arvor”, edited by Roparz Hemon, wa
founded in 1941. Another weekly for children was
started by the brothers Caouissin in Landerneau. The
pre-war cultural and popular societies devoted to
Celtic culture, music and arts intensified their activi-
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ties. Many new night classes in Breton were start

:-(:‘\;81‘1(!5‘ 11‘153 end of 1941, the Celtic Institute was
reated; it aimed at co-ordinating the manifold ncti:‘i&

ties of the cultural societies and developing every
(=]

aspect of Breton researches. Roparz Hemon was un
7 L

animously elected president of the Celtic Institute

’I‘ 01 gy - oo
E ‘10\:]{; 1111:,(._01& real menglh_of the Breton movement
‘ ole, it must be kept in mind that there were

E?:Eﬁli conlacts b(.;wcen the leaders of every section
ot novement, oth political and cultural

%;(.ll.:c' }]ll&llll:ll‘(fl and. Fh.e cultural societies stood 3:11;1;!;

om all political activity. But they were the i

point of all Bretons interested i ; velopment
pe e 2l B erested in the development of
Ly - culture and nationality. Every shade of
T;I(,NIC”‘”1\;'1;’ICI” (:E-.cnlren'l among them. Both R. Dela-
pomiand, Ve oot tonk pec it U
political secliun? of elille rlgoizl?l%:}iollllqes;l '.fh‘3 e
ever Breton interests were threatengzll.e Su(::llf Ci';‘shfl:lt;.

Jaie B
strength of the Breton movement that neither the

French nor the Germans c i
o S _ ould any longer ignore it.
g o s o devlo s et Honk 1 owh
T beng hindered by oppressive action by
- aﬁ(:l\-cmmem_, it had become a truly national
el cn{)er]?rnsmg movement. Its strengtl{
from the Frcnclo Moo sotanlisl conen i
i e 11 :m(l the German authorities. Follow-
1'18\\.'spape1-s,aﬂgt\\%ﬂllt:;: octF :.U;rg;;itimte ang Sheileton
radio listeners, the German authél:{atrily pesitions fom
_ SOV es (w
:;f::t .:lll: ﬁ[.g:i:: . sau_l.‘ only tolerated the g:':tlgtr:, ;i:‘ués
boratioln wilalql ;llfri::cgo ;:c]?;scth:llug‘(:'t (il e the_ir colix
cast daily in Breton from the i{e?;:lishogm S broad:
matters of Breton culture, civilisation ami e
Roparz Hemon, president of the Celtic It e
a;_)pomt_ed governor of Breton broadcasti 15t‘1tme, et
pied this post till the Liberation. For t} " e ocay
history the Breton language could be 11e T tie 16
radio. The works of famous Breton Wel]f?lrd 3“ the
¥ sh and Irish

34

I

Javwrights and COMPOSErs Were played during broad-
cast festivals and concerts. The annual congresses of
the Celtic Institute gave 0pp0rtunities for such per-
forinances, which were followed by large and enthusi-
astic audiences. They helped to educate the Breton
people, to acq uaint it with its own culture and civilisa-
tion, which the French government, before the war,
had deliberately banned from schools, press and radio.

As for the Vichy government, it should be said that,
in spite of a few conciliatory words and some official
declarations never put into practice, it shared the same
views as its predecessors on the Breton question. Hav-
ing tried by every possible means to stamp out Breton
nationalism, it was compelled to acknowledge the
growing stre ngth of the movement and to adopt a new
attitude towards it. It had been proved that, even
though the majority remained averse to extreme solu-
tions, Breton opinion was agreed in demanding those
political and administrative reforms which would
restore to Brittany her national status. Therc was
not the slightest doubt that, if none of these moderate
reforms were granted by the French government, the
Breton movement as a whole would resort to more an
more radical methods and take an extremist and
separatist course. Therefore the French were com-
pelled to concede some Breton claims and to co-operate
with the representatives of the more moderate Wing o
the movement, i.c. the Breton regionalists. This was
the policy that was practised between 1941 and the
end of the German occupation.

At the beginning of 1941 the Vichy government
authorized the teaching of Breton history in the
schools. About the same time, the Breton language
Loo was admitted as a subject. At the end of 1941
schoolmasters who desired to do so were permitted to
organize courses in Breton, provided that such courses
be restricted to one hour a week and given outside
compulsory school hours, Such measures aimed at
giving some satisfaction to Breton opinion, but they
were evidenily insufficient. Nevertheless, At Brezoneg
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er Skol immediately took the i
iately opportunit

to help financially the Bretonpglasses and t
both schoolmasters and pupils. Furthermore Oc;‘g . t‘
3 el

tions were organized at th o
_ e end of each year 0
the schools where Breton was being taugl}n b

* * +* *

a 4 .

m(I;de;:tlél :341112 tl;ethpollcy of co-operation with the

o g L}g of the Breton movement reached its

Régi:)nal . le _action of the Lorraine-born Préfet

s héa‘d 0;511%11:-1- %Lli(:ne;lcl, wkf!lo was the adminis-
d of of the hv % :

ments. This high official had a cleareulzaztlg?ar?gil:?;

the esti
Breton question. He was perfectly aware of the fact |

that i ; i
coutrslet yTl?‘Sthbe solved lest it take a more extremist
ich would endanger the unity of France.

government, Monsieur Q i
S 2 uenette 1ssued 1 L
1 7 in
SE&:e‘;:{)eClall]deche\ which set up an official bglugﬁf: ?'
Bifoie tYkFa ed' Comité Consultatif de Bretaygne £y
et m;n;né; this step he had sought the advice of.a'
;s ' Breton personalities :
tw%sl of the regionalist societies and of the representa-
he new assembly was :
: composed of ;
me o e
Fabets, hoser by G Rries Régional. Sontl‘:cc?ftzhi‘r:;

Having sought and obtained full powers from the‘%

Wwere T i it
P ominent pel’sonahtlts. But most Of them |
T i Were

chosen b i
y the main Breton societies: Union Régional

y and decided

iste, Association Bretonne, Gorsedd of the Bard
ards,

Bleun-Brug, Ar Brezoneg er Skol, Kevredigez ar

C’helc’hiou Keltiek, Celti i
- » Celtic Institute, and Uni
idfa ::};le hg:an_:tacgi,rnel. The oldest supporters o(fnll}f s
s ];ﬂrengms fi I'Estourbeillon, Father Perrot SIEOH
ol it ofij alr_l Mocaer were nominated, be 'da]-
S arliament, General Councillors S
gricultural unions, businessmen and Do
The Comité was to hold a plenar e
%é-eg months, under the chairmanship of
gional. Between the plenary session the Préfet
commission of seven members met on v Permanent
36 ¢¢ a month, tg

Y session eye

see to the execution of the decisions of the Comité and
to prepare its further work. The commission was gr.e-
sided over by the general secretary of the assembly.
The secretary, chosen at first by the Préfet, was later
elected by the members of the Comité at their plenary
session. Yann Fouéré, elected at the beginning of 1944,
was the second holder of this post.

fiowever, Monsieur Quenette distrusted the tradi-
tional love of freedom of the Breton people and its
antagonistic attitude to the central power. Therefore,
he would not invest the Comité Consultatif de Bret-
agne with power of decision on matters submitted to
it. The role of the new assembly consisted merely of
advising the government on purely cultural reforms
which they deemed indispensablc. However, the
Comité was also entrusted with the work of adminis-
tering the reforms after they had been decided upon by
the French government. It should be pointed out that
the government refused to admit representatives of the
B.N.P. as members of the Comité, on the ground that
they were too anti-French.

Nevertheless, the creation of the Comité was a most
important step. For the first time since the French
Revolution and the suppression of the Etats de Bret-
agne, an assembly had been set up to advise uﬁn
Breton rights to the French government. Brittany had
been officially recognised as a separate national entity.
The members of the Comité hoped that they would be
able to obtain, little by little, greater POWErSs and the
right to discuss all matters concerning Brittany. It
was the constant policy of the Comit¢ during the two
vears of its existence to enlarge its sphere of influence
and to become 2 genuine Breton assembly.

¥ * * *

In spite of its limited powers the new Breton as-
sembly exerted 2 most powerful_influence. From
October 1042 onward, it initiated all the reforms that
were adopted to satisfy Breton claims. Among the
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more important were the following measures: To-
wards the end of 1942, the government set Breton
history as a compulsory subject for the " Certificat -
d’'Etudes Primaires’; in 1943 an examination in

Breton was instituted for the same Certificat d’Etudes
and a special allowance, paid by the French govern-
ment, was granted to schoolmasters who took Breton
classes. These measures helped to start new Breton
courses, and, from then on, thousands of children
received instruction in the language. During the same
year the Préfet Régional decided to institute a non-
compulsory examination for candidates who wanted to
become civil servants in Brittany, and the Comité
asked that the candidates who had passed those
examinations should receive preference in the Breton-
speaking parts of the country. The Comité also suc-
ceeded in creating 2 Summer-School for Breton teach-
ers—Skol-Hanv Aogust Brizeug—in order to acquaint
them with Breton culture, which was then almost
unknown to them as a result of official anti-Breton
education. The Summer-School was inaugurated in
July 1943 by the Préfet Reégional, the rector of the
Univessity of Rennes and the members of the Comité
Consultatif. During that summer the educational staff
of the sciicol—an elementary school inspector and
high school teachers—gave lectures on the Breton
language, history and geography.
At the same time, the Comit¢ Consultatif proposed

a great many reforms in Breton economy. In the
political field itself (which remained theoretically out
of bounds), the Comité was not afraid of adopting a
strong attitude. It prepared a statute which was in
fact 2 new constitution for Brittany, aiming at the
restorztion of the Breton franchises suppressed by
France in 1790; and it submitted this for the govery-
ment’s approval. But it was not welcomed by the
French government, which hardly acknowledged js
receipt. Therefore the Comité decided to submit it g
the approval of the municipal corporations and mup.
cipal council, and to havcsil. signed by a great many

3

-oinl cton personalities. At the begmning of
m‘mﬁfglrte Iitllin t\&Eo hundred communes and almost
:{né}housand prominent Bretons re reis;enuggmeevcry
feld of Breton activities had approve t E sc 'et e
There is no doubt to-day that had the Comi eth s
«ultatif de Bretagne been allowed to go on with 1
: it w tle by little, to obtain
work, it would have been able, ll't b0 gna
from the central government st_lll gregtm;& co g :
But the Germans evacuaged Brittany 1n d?%;uitedggﬁ;
and the anti-Breton reaction took the muf th aszc‘:dn
opportunity 1o destroy_the small gains o v.; e
movement; they did this under the pretedxt (: Hlegre
collaboration with _Lhe Germans. In orher u_g e
stand the events which then took place, tLe: ts::e ra¥i L
Breton movement on the eve of the ld e
France, and its attitude towards France an ermany,

should be examined.
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CHAPTER VI

THE POLICY OF THE BRETON
MOVEMENT TOWARDS THE VICHY
GOVERNMENT AND THE GERMANS

BLEFORE the war, the success of the campaign
of Ar Brezoneg er Skol had proved what influ-
ence the Breton cultural movement had. Its
strength greatly increased between 1940 and
1944. And during this period the cultural movement
was no more political than before the war. Men of
every political creed—Gaullists, Pétainists, Resistance
men as well as Germanophiles—had been supporting
the cause of the Breton language. Ar Brezoneg er Skol
supported the Breton courses taken in the government
schools, regardless of the political ideas of the school-
masters. The secretary of Ar Brezoneg er Skol, a close
collaborator of Yann Fouéré, was at the same time a
member of the Resistance, and Yann Fouéré was him-
self aware of this fact. The majority of the teachers
who came to attend the summer courses of the Skol-
Hanv Aogust Briuzeg in 1943 were indeed rebels who
had escaped from the slave labour established by
Vichy and the Germans.

The Celtic Institute, the Celtic Clubs and the other
cultural socicties refused to side with any political
party whatever. Those Reviews in the Breton lan-
guage which were being published before the war, like
Dihunamb, Guwalarn, Sav, Studi hag Ober, etc.,
continued to publish articles on literary, artistic and
religious matters. None of them ever devoted a single
article to politics. The publications for children and
the weekly Breton newspaper Arvor, adopted the same
attitude. The publishing firms, like “ Skridouw Brej»
in Brest and moulerez Bro. Leon in Landerne, neyer
issued a single book about politics. During the Germap
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Wwhile the cultural movement, \_vuh tlt;: é?fer:f}?:oﬂx
- greater part of the populatlon, a e Ve
mtl'%mll activities, it is true that the politic L
)jnj 111l1 1)n the other hand, was compellletll) to tl';z Comité
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reoionalists can be found in the lanh mComité ner
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French government. The scheme urged e
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to1 __a.uthorl:ti.il& Janguages. A Secretary of State foe
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assemblies and government
tives proportion
population.
Thus the Comiw¢ Consultatif de Bretagne was askin
for a kind of Home-Rule and a political status hardly
higher than that which Scotland has to-day within the
British Empire.
The B.N.P, on the other hand (which, as has
already been said, had no representative in the Comité)
had adopted a more uncompromising attitude. It
agreed, it is true, that Brittany should remain a com-
ponent part of the French Empire, provided that she
would be free to sever her connections with T
The B.N.P. demanded the full
for Brittany; that her

» a number of representa-
al to her economic importance and

rance.
est possible autonomy
government and interior ad-
ministration be in the hands of the Bretons them.-

selves; and that only the army and navy, and to some
extent foreign affairs, should be directed by France.
Had the demands of the B.N.P. been granted, Brittany
would have enjoyed, within the French Empire, almost
the same status as Northern Ireland possesses within
the British Commonwealth.

Those who are acquainted with the strong centralis-
ing polity of France can understand that both pro-
grammes were bound to be resisted by any French
government. The Vichy government was no exception
to the rule. Nevertheless it thought it advisable to
make some practical c:mcessions_with_ t}le intention of
preventing more serious difficulties arising in Brittany,
and- in order to weaken the hold of the nationalist
movement on the Bretons. The help and co-operation
of the Vichy government to the Breton movement thus
appears in its true ]Igh.t. It was only a method of re-
sisting Breton nulmnah?l‘r’l‘ .

However, the Comité Consultatif de Bretagne
proved itself to be a rather difficult council to hand]e;
it was eager to increase its influence and to Mmaintain
its prerogatives. As early as its second session,
demanded a status for Brittany which the Bovernme
was not ready to grant. As a matter of fact, Bre;
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eoionalism was nothing but moderate Breton nalu(;:l;:
e it considered its task to be a truly nationa b
ik lways put Breton interests first. It should
e 1ﬂ111i;1'¢i in order to understand BI:EtOH'POIﬁICS,
:‘lf}x): :Le re*.,dianalists as “i'ell :;s t;ll'ée s:;f;o:&l;:;sde z:G:
during the occupation, almos R
‘ ‘renc ernment and the ns.

“I--m.-dli ll];:tl} r;ﬂ:::en%?‘the two movements maintained
::;:lailiitudc ol uncompromismg neutrality.

3 * * o

Is it possible to accuse the Breton r{tovet:lllléersicﬂf
ation? As regards the more ; -
E:'Ut(l?é.ll N.P gsuch an assertion }foul%t hfrclll y be l:t)ll:e
) S ; Vichy ofter rged t

rward. On the contrary I BN.P.
%:::;nan authorities to talge steps agalrzlls!:dthﬂfe Higher
and it used its influence with the Prle.ssh d i iHelce
'cler v to abate the criticism, publis ;'a o vt T
BJ'(’?OJ!H,(.’ of Vichy’s policy and "‘Eifm_‘}:s B.N.P. a right
1-1:i\' T'h'e same government dqnéet(l: t :ult.al:l:f.- s
t be represented in the Com;; 2 t(g:‘ d he Vichy
. uently the attitude of the B.N.P. : h;i'dardsbeen- e
. ‘ernment remained the same as 1 e el atle
BOt= ding French governments; 1t wa Pfj‘s”‘- SHiGh.
preceding er and faithful to Brittany I?:s -
(1:;311:?1& P ernment, of %iny kmtd, was in y
ﬂ:ﬁliﬁ“g %’“t : forei%n‘mmgogﬂ?ﬁf I;I:;_ite of its apparent

1 qucnvl:fthmFranoe, had indeed the_zﬁsame IEI(I)II;:
coll:}boraiiwli‘; true that its attltufiﬁ was cjl lerem. . :
of yiew. 1t B.N.P., but it remained strictly ufl pe
that of thF'd . It recognised the authority of b thz_
dent .ﬂf Vi :ny;ne way As it would have recognls-n | e
only 1t tr.hgf-any other French govgn_‘img_r:{; t:-lxertm_ il’a g its
aut .?}"o{(ﬂ. French territory, and it bor g
i ut on every P_OSSII]IC- occasion. her the
P mtthls : the regionalist movement y«'a:nted to miiflr.-
Eg@ﬁ;;ml}rench controversies. Their task was the
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f Breton interests and (h 7 ' :
ey meant (o represent Bre%g:t; f:?:i Breton “ﬁdm was at the time, as it ined for
o an 4 Mdl government ‘;ﬂs and §  (epded to suck Breton resources dry)- )
es in La Bretagne and La Dépé great @ The French Luthorities did not scruple
> clear. It was embodied i épéche made S ke B movemen ' D)
1e of the Breton consti in the wording Y oreign policy under_th
luti itution and in the @  app fromii?mc't,o time in the Bret
%  ing ¢ Cclticd peoples of Britain
S o i, it is true, h : ~ dominions, an
LLCA a.nﬂ assumed some {)ﬁ e ad a TO- o . en'o in
t government; bu . cial functions Sty i
oo ooy e ] et o o

-

T, _mﬂmm who wer . e
considered themselves only :snotonou;]}- ‘#  French state; the Comité itself ;
m - anterests, regar of all;e}'pmcwh 8 Pierre Mocaer in the review .
- Vhen the Allied fm-ces ~ liberalism and the teaching ¢
ré, in h ks ~ authorities hoped that t
3 ~ to Breton activities and
for its destruction. So
the French e




ed its members to at whatever attitude they
ards the Germans. Many members of its
were avowedly Gaullist and anti-German,
e others had quite different opinions. Among
of the Comit¢ there were, besides well-known
like P. Mocaer, one member of “/la
te” and one member of “ Déjense
e¢”, two of the most active organisations of
Resisiance. And when M. Du Fretay, a

of Finistere, was thrown into }meaxl by the
v the charge of having Allied air-

m as one of thur members.
alist press maintained the same neutral-
of ¥m Fouéné the dlrcctor

German policy while it continued
affairs. WhﬂetheV:ch}' Vernmen
of the unceasing attacks dire
tion by the regionalist pre
their Lurgwbeaware f its
them and it too Eamm:
pollcy At the ' :







w5 X | most moderate Breton clai
AR Vi | titute the great bulk o

N( : 1943 on, joined the Reslst@" .'
ENCH RESISTANCE AND THE ' their intellectual leaders and develo)
PERROT UNIT

movement along their own :
_pro Frendl _but delibera :1y anti-|

: .occupatmn, and thé return aa
vais with the

- (Y OME among the oldest and staunchest supporters
- gy, of B.N.P., who had been members of the

b eiz Atao organisation before the war, and some
newcomers who fsavoured a more active

'_aperte They wholly dmtrusted France ¥
ess every attem ’Ft made to collaborate |
' emment hey still favoured the

dent Breten State with no

f Brittany. Adaptmg ‘much the
Irzsh 1 pubhcans twanty years or




ations against the Breton movement.

-ﬁf per, Yann Bricler, a cousin of O. Mordrel and
o Bmon nationalist, was shot. One month later, an-
other member of the Breton movement, Kerhoas, of
[ vez-du-Faou, was assassinated. But they were not
yet satisfied. In order to secure their purpose, the anti-
‘Breton section of the French Resistance needed to
suppress a more important personality of the move-
ment. On December 12, 1943, the purest Breton
patriot, Father Perrot, fell a victim of the assassins.

¢ * * * *

~ The death of Father Perrot, the apostle venerated
by all sections of the Breton movement regardless of
] different viewpoints, a pmneer of the Breton
mnml since the . the twentmth century,

- . take a further step They began to organise a series of
| At the beginning of September 1943, a manufacturer -

~ treme wing of the BN.P.

attitude they had all assumed in the Frar
feud. Leaving to the French th sibil:
a revolting crime, Leing aware
them justice, the majority of the m
reply to the declaration of war mad
with another declaration of war

sided with the Germans to fight terror
| Father Perrot’s deat i :
existing inside the B.N.
the more exireme mi

political line fol
collaborate mth

minorit lefl the _
Breton B auomhst ;m_ "
tradmonal na on g




. the Maquis of central Brittany, where they
t the murderers of the venerated parish-priest

hiding.

d and used as a tool by some mysterious
© to crush the Breton movement, shot

committed against Bretons

were more than flesh :

peared that the

b




CHAPTER VIII
THE REPRESSION

) G the break-through of the Allied
itionary Corps in Avranches in July 1944,
the German defence collapsed in Brittany and
the American troops entered Rennes on August

4. A few days later they had conquered the whole 3

nsula with the exception of Brest, which
the middle of September, and the pockets

and St. Nazaire which held on fill the

in 1945. The authorities of the
‘French Committee everywhere replaced the
‘authorities. Many disorders took place during

r their tallation. 2 ore
: > murdered during this

her Lec'hvien, an old

1033 to prohibit

ing of the Breton

in 1

He had steadily quo;li

Rennes, he be




vigorously. In spit
nised near F
ten thousand people t
were armed and intel
. préfecture (then at Lesne
Lc Roy, the Breton writer; André teer troops re used to np
rator of French Museums—all of them thought it
Comité Consultatif de Bretagne. ~ from Rennes
been a member of the French Resistance avoided,” thanks
> was wearing the uniform of a Major
‘army when he was arrested; the pre-
s that he had dared to protest
s had asked Monsieur Le
‘of the Comité Consultatif de
_- th:-. matter At the same time,
] N.P. were taken into
: instance the whol taff of the party in
, whose b :wl\%ﬂ) Delaporte, a brother of




& P‘-’Ople found guilty of
having been mem-

-.* * *

s were contrary to the princ of
_thmatmﬁuntﬁ It
¢ that new laws can never have
However, the new French laws of
the punishment of crimes commit-
18, :w. and the Liberation of

when such activities and opinions
"I’-‘he juries of the new courts, in-

\!any others, interned |
ceniration camps, were
Civique, a spnaalm
of civic

by e
a y wn
LTt the b
the Jews: it meant




sion was the bloodiest in Breton histor

: French Revolution and of the 1675.

; Ih‘ﬁhe middle of 1945, the Chambres Civiques
e Breton Départements began to try the
m ers of the B.N.P. The mere fact of having been

that party (even if no act of collaboration

vas s ient for condemnation. But

'_ds of members of the movement were
because the party staff and local leaders
d documents and lists of members. Almost

by the Chambres Civiques were

: degradation, and a great many of

_perues confiscated and “ were no
ve in Brittany. The greater part

the sessions of the Chambre Civique of
June 1945 was devoted to the trial of the

N

P in lesl:éne whose clnef was Dr.

to the Resistance. ;
on Jaffrenou’s opinions 2
alist. He was sente '
civic degr_a_dat_:on,.-.:_
ties. His counsel w

from Great Britain : .
In May 1945, t




table, Yann Fouéré followed the adyica

| disappeared on the eve of the trial,

en departure in a public letter

he action of the French government which
- destroying the whole Breton movement by
eavy sentences upon its leaders. Jacques

President of the board of directors of

managed by Yann Fouéré, a Quimper

and the father of thirteen children,
charge whatever could be brought

activity or collaboration, was sen-

years’ imprisonment, civic degradanon.
and th confiscation of all his prop rties. One

___end of March 1-94{5 ann Fouére- _-

[‘.IOI'IS orlgmatlngm \

press, the presence at the trial o
special cmrespondem the Welsh
ac Amseraw Cymru ™

~ authorities. The proceedi

to enable the pol
course of action.




ved, and hemtatmg before a martyr who

fasa sacrlﬁcc, the tribunal sentenced

_ years' imprisonment.

of writing (in the Autumn of 1946), the
ders of the B.N.P., i.e. O. Moxdrel, C.

R.and Y. ‘Delaporte and some other pr omlnent

of their staff, are still to take place. It is

. upon some of the most important leaders

‘such as J. de Quélen, the head of the
irtement of Cotes-du-Nord, who
1 to penal servitude for life, and
the Breton movement in general, such
who has been sentenced to death
 he was not active during the war.
1e young members of the Perrot

t very heavy sentences have been inflicted

ing of Breton nanonahsm,t_-

would rise from their sacrifice. Th
freedom passed thiough the | &
road to Irish freedom passed tﬁmugﬁ
For these men, Fronce remained the
long as she refused to ac ;
tany to live her own national
Bibé and Jasson, Pmudly refus
nght of a French ; '
Very heavy s
ma]onty wer
for lee. Th
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CI;I;QPTER IX
[E TRUE NATURE OF THE REPRESSION

J HEN they started this cruel repression, the
French authorities took good care to pre-
; that the Breton patriots were put to
- trial and sentenced to death because they
1 convicted of -collaboration with the enemy.
ually sought to prove that Bretons were
ke other Frenchmen. They even boasted
pression had, in Monsieur Teitgen's own

pretext to cover the re
- who took the lead in the
4 f these

France more lives than the Great

to their country, but the former
to their Breton country than were
Ireland when they rose

: inst
‘War I in 1916. The co
death and the history of th
that they were not on princi
of them, pro-German:; b

A

& '

generosity wk
servants of Bre




bed.
W-fmn gwen to justify the heavy sentence in-
Yann Fouér¢ was that the newspapers
_the director had helped Germany a

collaboration. In fact, La Depe' e :

e, as well as every other newspapei'
d in France dunng the war, had been com- |
o articles written by Germans. Yet it
_easy matter for Yann Fouéré to prove
- to his constant resistance to German
his firm de;_ermmat:on to maintain, the
his newspapers, La Bretagne and La
were by far the east collaborationist among
published in Brittany during the occu-

imself wrote seven hundred arti

t the prosecution could not finda

‘to the defence of Germany and to ﬁ.’c
tion. La Brelagne was, of all the .
only newspaper to be suspen-
k of docility in obey
as, at the same tim

tenced, as stated in the report o_ff ]

L ‘Infor mation ” in Brittany,
aving championed in the
(m intolerable political
words, this means that -he
had defended his country’

“the right of Brittan

The same hplds

nowada
the trials
on their




Germans. Le Toazer, the local leader

Party for the district of Lannijon,

_in absentia to five years’ penal servitude

ad been for four years a very active pro-
Breton nationalism. It is a strang

J. de Quélen, the head of the B.N.P. in

was sentenced in absentia to penal

> whereas Major Thomas (who was

the same functions in Ille-et-Vilaine) was

iting against the Germans during

1. And the numerous cases of Breton
ntenced on the ground of their alleged
n with the enemy, while their comrades

executed or sent to Germany by the very

- no less strange.
purpose of the anti-Breton repression
e on movement a blow which
it and stop its progress for many years.
; caders and means of action, the
have been made powerles

e thing

The fact that Breton patriots
ance did not save them from arre
of this is the case of Major Thomas,
had been killed by mans, was
trial of the staff of
for ten months in I
Such also are the cases
Comité Consultatif
Resistance. One
rested and kept
other, ]J. Martray




t.he pmpemes and means of action

_ gionalism? The Bretons

vernment some prac-

1 had been repeatedly

various French governments ever
; e Breton movement; but the

tative of the new French

were aimed at suppressing them; the
! ‘in the schools, the conces-
ur of the teaching of Breton, the

for teachers, the Breton Radio, the
ltatif de Bretagne—the most important.
were f'.ltll mthdrawn How could it

at the purely cultural Breton
German propaganda and were

tural movement were
Obstacles were continually
at further publication; the
this right, but were given the
while other newspa and pt
numerous than
permitted to
tural 3




i tany, an ideal excuse was found, aml
CONCLUSION = | promulgated. :
Z5% | The present suppmssum is muc_ ‘more
extensive than in 1938 because in t
Breton movement had been
- progress. :
! civilization: the right of a nation to Now the French authe
s its opinion freely and to have its language imprison, and cenﬁsm
ted. The Breton problem to-day is :
,r' tage in the traditional struggle
sm against Breton nationalism. It
resent French government is
apply the foul methods used b
ym the beginning of the nineteen
rance had been fighting a purely
! n aspirations and claims.
when she mal._. ;

tg-day the French administration has
} inst one of the sacred principles




in the Aosta Valley, and when

successtully, that the few thousand

. who lived there should be
litical status which would allow them
and the teaching of French in the

y sought the application of the basic
mal law generally accepted by

can France, famed for her

Ly, not realise that those same

to Brittany as anywhere

lise that in Brittany she

i g policy than that of Musso-

lley? T there are onl} a few
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THE FIGHT




B:vepuzg Balanant.

| M. Tmmlnun in December o the
ber of Deputies.
ient schoahmstcr. founds ** Ar Falz ™
to the defence of the
ployed teachers.

: neg er Skol” (Bteton in schoais} The
cm;pmgn by asking the departement

)t a 'monon in favour of the

councils and map




; DATA ABOUT THE BRETON
ICAL MOVEMENT SINCE THE
FRENCH REVOLUTION

y Court of the Breton Parliamenc refuses to
of the Breton autonomous province by

t Assembly and the partition of Bnmnz_

On January 18, 1790, its President, La

the protest at the bar of the Constituent

utiharaslongasd:eﬁtatsdeﬂrbug‘né
ned to renounce formally and 'Ily
r wsllhnldttusullvahdan

1898—Setting up of the Union
tion asking for a ] ;
ndmmlsl:rm ami culmrjl

1905—Cmanon af Bleun
:mmn{m o fur:hc:
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