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“Guild” or —Mnnx Music Festival is still the most
important event on the music calendar. It began shortly

afiter the turn of the century with very lofty aims and, no
doubt, at the start was very heavily orientated towards
a native style of music. It also brought under its wing
other expressions of craft and skill. However, it has
became a highly competitive event which pursues
excellence of a much wider range of values and the
Manx element (Gaelic cultural) occupies a very minor
place. Very few of the competitors in the classes
~ remaining for music, singing or Bible reading have any
understanding of what they are doing and their
performancestannot always be taken to be any
indJY.:ation of a continuing tradition.
| The Irish folk music revolution starting in the
late 60’s and before, and an increase in general
popularity of folk music encouraged a handful of
musicians to re-examine the Manx sources at the roots.
Some of them were also learning to speak Manx and
found it only a logical extension of their activities.
They were faced with a number of problems. 1 Lack
of musical skill, 2 Lack of books in print and
interpretation of those which remained. 3 Resistance
of established institutions to a re-appraisal of long
established practice. 4 Lack of traditional practitioners.
5 Lack of popular support owing to over-whelming
pre-dominance of Anglo-American fashion.6 Differing
aims of individual musicians and levels of skills.

The Manx Folk Dance Society had been in
operation for more than 20 years and had produced
78 r.p.m. records for its own use. An L.P. was
published in 1976 or 77 which collected together
16 dance tunes. This helped non-reading musicians to
make a start on a less academic presentation of the

~ music based on experience gathered in other fields.
An all male dance group called Bock Yuan Fannee
(A Manx equivalent to Shank’s Pony) was formed
~ shortly after, which always used a live musician. The
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first dance they learned demanded his/her
participation. Some short time later they became a
mixed group and demanded more dance tunes. Dancers
and musicians at this time began a period of study
reaching beyond what was commonly known which
has lasted till the present day. A large body of people
has grown from this small beginning ranging from
about 10 to 50 + years old. All are loosely associated
some are in separate groups but moving forward on a‘
broad front:that of making Manx music and dance more
accessible and more attractive.

Latterly a new problem has arisen. In order to
interpret and gain more skill, Irish styles of dance
and music have been found attractive. In the case of
dance this has not been so sinister as the embellishment
of steps in Manx dance has only made it more
exciting to do and watch. In the music, however, the
means have been, to some extent, lost in the ends.

Irish tunes are being played in preference to Manx ones,
rather than absorbing the techniques and transfering
them into the Manx tunes.

I have produced two simple books, one published
the other nearly ready, which together present about
180 melodies and songs in a simple form. The material
is there, the musicians have the skill, we have learned
presentation from our experience in Irish music. Already
what has been done in the last few years is becoming
common knowledge to the young beginners. What will
happen next nobody knows.

Various Inter-Celtic festivals have been attended
by people who have entered this new tradition and
have been enthusiasticaly received. It would be tragic
if it stopped now. Worse still if the only lively Manx
music was to be heard at these festivals alone,
whilst at home the diet was one of solely Irish music,
no matter how well it were played.

C.W.P. Jerry.
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