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A Penscryfer ker,

Since the publication of my article '""The Threat of
Extremism" (Carn 17), a number of people have come for-
ward with "corrections', some justified and some not so,
notably Raonull Domhnullach Dubhglas in Carn 19. I
would like to take this opportunity to reply to him and
others, in order to correct any mis-understanding I may
have caused.

There are three points I would like to make:
Firstly, on re-reading the original article in Carn 17, I
do seem to have put forward a "Strange thesis about the
course of Irish History', and perhaps I should clear this
up. Idid not intend to minimise the importance of the
Easter Rising. I do think, however, that such a rising,
without the groundswell of National feeling inherent in
Ireland at the time, (as represented by the Nationalist
M. P.'s), would have been merely an isolated incident
without long-term results.

Secondly, as far as Scotland is concerned, I did not say
that that country is independent, but that it will surely be
so within 10 years. Furthermore, when talking about
extreme views in Scotland and the 1320 Club particularly,
I did not intend to infer that extreme views were a bad
thing, or that the Club was anti-SNP. I think it is true,
however, that the rise in popular support for Self-Govern-

ment /Independence in Scotland has been largely through the
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SNP, which often appears very moderate.

Thirdly, I should like to re-iterate my main point
again; it is not through extreme methods that we in the
Celtic countries are going to achieve freedom, although
we must always put forward views that seem extreme to
most uncommitted people. Our efforts must be directeqd
through the "accepted” channels, i.e. the ballot box.

Dheugh-why yn lel, Peter Prior.

(Continued from page 22)

inability to feed itself, supply itself energy, or provide
itself minerals. The ways this can be done are very,
very diverse - and in no way become attractive only after
a 1929-style crash.

The ways out include serious and systematic energy
conservation and the development of sustainable, non-
polluting renewable energy sources. They also include a
de-emphasis of consumerism as the 20th century substitute
for religion, an end to urbanisation, and a return to ways
of using the environment, for organic resources production,
that is sustainable, not destructive, and not energy inten-
sive. But the possibility of these things happening is
slim without the forcc of a great big crack in the glossy
facade of urban-industrial growth and consumption. Thig
crack is coming, and soon: we should do well to plan our
responses.
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