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PREFACE,

. Tue little work of which the second edition is now is-
RIS . sued from the press is a short introduction to the study
of the Trish language, and is intended mainly to assist
the student desirous of obtaining an acquaintance with
the language as it is spoken in many parts of our island;
while to those who desire to enter more deeply into the
study of Celtic, it may, perhaps, serve as a starting
point at which to commence their investigations.
Similar elementary grammars of the Irish language,
vamng in va.lue md mterest hmve been -Jlong before
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PREFACE. v

scholar was conscientious enough to learn Welsh,

Welsh scholar to learn Irish; but all were ready euough
to compare their languages with Pheaenician, Persian,
Etruscan, Egyptian, of which again they knew, in
reality, next to nothing. Justice compels us to men-
tion one remarkable exception, the great Welsh scholar,
Edward Lhwyd, of whom it may be said that he lived
150 years before his time; but, unable to follow him,
the native school had sunk into chaotic and childish
etymological dreams, The Celtic problem appeared to
be hopeless, and became distasteful to sober minds,
Some twenty years ago, however, the influence of the
new science of Comparative Philology began to be felt.
Pritchard tried to apply it to Celtic with some success.
The Continental linguists of Bopp's school, Bopp himself,
Diefenbach, Pictet, and others, although tending in the
right direction, failed to prove the truth. Zeuss at

last succeeded by combining with an intellect of rare

er a devotion to the subject which amounted, one
¥, to a sacrifice of his life. And even this might

0 Mve Heen enough if he bad not pomed wh&t ﬁo.




@;Qﬂmed- Irela.ndwn.snt

PREFACE. vii

lars on the one hand, and Irish scholars on the other,
were able to deny the connexion of the two languages.
An end has been now put to all such vain attempts and
assertions. It is now proved (1) that on no grounds of
rational or scientific etymology can the Celtic be com-
pared with the Shemitic or other allophylan families,
but that it is of a purely Japhetic, i.e,, Indo-European,
origin; and (2) that the Irish and Welsh were originally
the same language. On this general result of the re-
searches of Zeuss we quote the following statement of
Dr. O'Donovan, in the article already alluded to, which
is of peculiar value as showing that the results of the
German scholar are adopted by the highest native
authority on Celtic matters. ’Donovan states that
the Grammatica Celtica has proved:—

“1. That the Irish and Welsh languages are one in
their origin ; that their divergence, so far from being
pﬂrmwwl began only a few centuries before the Roman
period ; that the difference between them was very

hen Cesar la.nded mButmz—sosma.ll, tha.’e}m‘:




comparing either
ue, or any other
, with any dialect

ce further is, that as far as
we must consider the inhabi-
ly as brethren of those other
ting that vast and an-

PREFACE. ix

they are all very short. M. Pictet. Baron Roget de
Belloguet, Mr. Whitley Stokes, and Dr. Siegtried, have
attempted to interpret them.

With respect to the Irish language, we know it now
in three stages: 1, Old Trvish up to A.D. 1000. Of this
Zeuss discovered the most ancient relics in the glosses
of St. Gall, &e., of which he has printed a large por-
tion in his Grammatica Celtica; and Trinity College,
Dublin, possesses, since last year, by the munificence
of the Irish Primate, one parchment book of the same
age, namely, the very valuable book of Armagh, now
in preparation for publication by Rev. Dr. Reeves;
2, Middle Irish, from A.D. 1000-1400, is represented
by the Brehon Laws, many printed works, and the vast
MS. treasures at home; and 3, of the Modern Irish,
we have the later literature and the spoken language
of the present day.

The peculiar features of the language which, appa-
rently, made it quite swi generis, and tended to open
»’ﬁhe dqor fbr many unfounded theories, have been at

j 11; hmd,andﬁheumﬁumlongm‘ in dis-
The absanee of the neuter gender is nhow‘m,




PREFACE. xi

work of a similar nature has appeared—namely, “ The
College Irish Grammar,” by Rev. Uliclk J. Bourke, of
Maynooth College. Dublin, 1836, In veply to Mr
Bourke's strictures on my omission of the subjunctive
mood in this Grammar, I merely remark, that we might
as well insert in the number of cases of the Irish noun
the Sanskrit instrumental and locative, because the ideas
TiA expressed by those cases can be conveyed by a use of
eitrige ) the Trish cases; as insert among the moods of the Irish
‘ verb the subjunctive, simply because the indicative in
Trish is frequently used in a subjunctive signification.
In conclusion, I beg to return my best thanks to my
friend Dr. Rudolf Th. Siegfried, Professor of Sanskrit
in the University of Dublin, for the kind assistance
that he has afforded me in my attempt to bring this
little work up to the present stand-point of Celtic inves-
tigation. The Rev. Professor Foley has also kindly given
the work the benefit of his revision; and I humbly
trust that this second edition may be found useful in
rromoting a knowledge of the vernacular Irish, and, at
e time, not wholly undeserving the attention
reneral philologer.
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IRISH GRAMMAR.

PART L
ORTHOGRAPHY.

» CHAPTER I.

§ L.—T"%he Alphabet.
Tur ordinary Irish Alphabet consists of eighteon letters :

they are—
: SOUND,
CC o« 1 Long,asainball. . . . . ba“wm 7
2. Shurt', asainwhat.. . . . mm,: come. 6‘0‘&"‘(
8. Obscure, as a in negative. + Lompa, with me.

D b Asin English. bean, @ womnan.
C c¢ 1 Before a slender vmml, as kin kuu orull, sense.

2. Before a broad vowel, as cin call. . cug, e battle. aad
0, e Sommntﬂﬁdc,nsthel‘.nghshMm

- on, a poem.
2. Before a slender vnwel, somewhat as .
~ _ din guardian. .
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10, and uq, are generally long, the remaining are sometimes

long and sometimes short. The dipbthongs and triphthongs in
~Irish frequently are not real, but owe their rise to the opera-
tion of the rule caol le caol, 7c., e. g, amgeal, an angel, &e.
sing. past Those diphthongs which have their first vowel long are

=D generally pronounced like dissyllables; as wéwm, £ am. The
following is a Table of the diphthongs and their pronuncia-
tion:—

A.—TInvariable Diphthongs.

«e like ai in pain. i . lae, of a day.
U0y ay o, mayor. . - aomn, one. F ¥
eu ,, a ,, fare . . meun, sharp.

1w, ea , clear. P + oabl, sense.

uu somewhat like ve in doer. . puan, cold.

B.—Variable Diphthongs.

@ long, like awi in drawing. Tlim, I am.

—short, ,, @ ,, rang. W, a beam.  hoel
. — . » 5 irregular, apan, a light.
ea long, ,, sy bane. oéun, do.
— short, ,, 4 heurt. ceunc, just.
e1 long, w Teign. pém, self.
— short, 1y I S, fut. r

0L, @ sail.

R . . oa s

-
2k

.

e

.
5
.
-
L
3
‘.
L.
.
s

¢ triphthong:

vs long
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tural sound ; as, mo gue, my voice. This sound does not occur

-in Bnglish, and must be learned by intercourse with natives.

I is not sounded at all ; as, an i, pronounced as, an m,

" of the man.

i is pronounced like H.

pis pronoum,ed like P/ in Philip ; as, « ploy, kis suffering.

'rnml ¢ are pronounced like 4 alone ; as, mo jolday, my
comfort; a Teanza, Ais tongue.

L, n, and p alone admit of being doubled in the middle or
end of words ; as, oumn, f6 us. ol and n in the middle of
words are pronuunced like 1, and on like nn; as, coolad,
sleep ; ceaona, the same.

§ T.—Eclipsis.

This term has been invented by Irish grammarians to denote
one class of those alterations by whmﬂhe initial letters of
words are affected under certain conditions, as we shall see
below. The ferm is taken from the peculiar orthographical
contrivance, viz., as some of the alterations are so considerable
that they would greatly disguise the word to the eye, the

letter, although silent, was allowed to remain in
wntmg while the altered sound, which in reality is alone to
be pronounced, was placed before it: the second letter is then,

i mhpm by the first. Hmmﬂmjﬂ
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L 4. If the noun should begin with L, n, or n, or y before a
+ mute, the article causes no change whatever, or in the singular
s of those beginning with o or .

CHAPTER II.

Tue Novy.
§ 9.—The Noun in General,
N agaq, in- There are but two genders in Irish,—the Maseuline and the
; Feminine. The following are a few general rules for ascer-
i taining to which 2 noun belongs; but in most cases the learner

must find the gender by experience, or from a lexicon.

The following nouns are masculine :—Names of men and
males generally.

Diminutives in ¢, in ; derivatives in aioe, urde, oroe, aie,
aé, ajy, o, and personal nouns ending in 61y ; as, bualteon, @
thresher ; abstract substantives in ay; as, tmnear, sickness; and
usually monosyllables in o, uét, up, and ut; as, uég, the

The following are generally feminine :—Names of women:

and females, of countries, rivers, and diseases, diminutives in
5 deriyatives in aiT ; as, piogatt, « kingdom; and ab
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Some nouns of this declension form the nominative plural
by adding ©« to the singular ; as, yeol, @ sail, PL peolea
Whenever the nominative plural differs in form from the
genitive singular, the dative plural is formed from it, not only
in this, but in the other declensions, e. g. yeolrwb, so ygéal,
a tale, Nom. PL ygéata, Dat. pgéaloab.

Many nouns ending in aé form the nominative plural by
adding e to gevitive singular ; ¢ in declension becomes 55 as,
ualac, @ burden, a charge ; Gen. Sing. unalarg; Nom. Il
ualmse.

§ 11.—Second Declension.

This declension comprises the greater part of the feminine
nouns in the language, and but few masculines. '

The genitive singular has a slender inerease. This causes
an attenuation of the preceding syllable, if it be not slender
alrendy, aceording to the rule caol le caol, 7c.

The dative case is formed from the genitive by dropping
the increase.

The nominative plural has a broad or slender increase re-
gulated by the rule, caol Le caol, 7c.

Singular. Plural.
Nom. and Voc. a foot. Nom. and Voe. copa.
Gen. . < ccq*, Gen. . . cop

Dat. . . coip Dat. . . copab.
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§ 13.—Fourth Declension.

The fourth declension comprises nouns of both genders
which have no change in the singular number. Most nouns
ending in vowels, and generally those in i3, io, and in, are
of this declension.

The nominative plural is generally formed by adding 19e,
we, and e, to nominative singular.

The genitive plural is formed by adding © or a® to nomina-
tive singular, and sometimes to the nominative plural.

Tt is, however, in common usage incorrectly, but frequently,
made identical at one time with the nominative singular, and
at another with the nominative plural.

Singular. Plural.
» Nom. and Voe. pdnne, a ring. Nom. and Voe. panmde.
. . plmme. Gen. . . plmnead.
! Dat. . . pdmne. Dat. . . pammob.
» Dume, @ person, makes naome ; wene makes aigeanta in

the nominative plural.

§ 14— Fifth Declension.
msion are of hoth genders, and gener-



IRISH GRAMMAR, 13

blu’j, oy the womb.

Nom. and Voe. by. Nom. and Voe. bponne.

Gen. . . bpumne, or Gen. . . bponn.
byonn.

Dat. . « bpomun. Dat. . « bponnmb.

Ceo, a fog, makes ceorg and ctaé in the genitive singular.
Cné, £, clay, in the singular is declined thus:—

Nom. epé.

Gen. cuad.

Dat. cpé.

Voe. cpé.

It would be well for the learner to practise himself in affix-
ing the article to nouns. The changes and eclipses which are
caused by the ‘article have been stated in § 8. We give a
few nouns here illustrative of the rules :—

an c-atan, the futher. an T-apal, the ass.

an c-eaypbog, the bishop. an yeayy, the man.

an &g, the virgin. an mac, the son.

an eaba, the swan. an bean, the woeman.

an Feus, the branch. an plaab, the mountain. [
an PUgane, the pricst. an u-fﬁll.. the eye.

an pronniey the foz. an T-plag, the rod.

an T-amgea, the angel. . .
The gender of these ouns ean be easily known by observing
the influence of the article upon the ey —
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In like manner decline—

anarivnl, manly. seanarinnd, lovely.
anainly, womanly. ] vatariml, handsome.

This termination, ariul, means Zike (akin to paal, Lat.
similis) ; e. g, peapaml, like @ man, manly ; staramusd,
greenish (from glay, green) ; mnéacanul, efeminate (from the
inflected form of bean). This termination oceurs in nouns
formed from these adjectives by adding the abstract termina-
tion aéo or atr, as oatarilaén, comeliness; peanparlaco,
manliness ; mn@canlaco, efiminacy ; paorteauil, generous,
raotceamlatt, generosity.

§ 20.—Fourth Declension.

This declension consists of adjectives ending in vowels :
they are alike in all cases, genders, and numbers.
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In the ancient language we meet with o comparative end-

ing in tep, tip (Greek repoc, Sansk. A, tara), and a super-
lative in em (Sansk. |, ma, Lat. mus, as, Sansk. YR, ad-

hama, Lat. infimus, and Q{H, parama, primus, summus, mini-

mus) ; but these terminations have disappeared in the modern
language. The slender increase in niop sile is really the
: comparative inflexion; compare the old lrish comparative
in 1u, Sansk. iyas, Lat. ior, ius, Greek wy. The ar or N
added to the superlative is in reality nothing but the sub-
stantive verb, the superlative being formed similarly to that '
in French by the addition of the article to the comparative
form. That the « and e are really comparative and super-
lative inflexions is evident from a comparison of the Cornish,
where both degrees, without distinetion, terminate in @ and
e—Vid. Norris's Cornish Grammar, p. 22.
The adjective in the comparative and superlative under-
ﬁueu no change, but is treated as an adjective of the fourth .

eclension.
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makes its gen. céro.  TMilliim is inflected like a noun of the
first declension.

(Con, one, and (@, fwo, aspirate the initial mutables of the
nouns to which they are prefixed. Seucr, 0CT, Naot, e,
eclipse the initinl mutables of their nouns, and prefix n to
nouns beginning with a vowel. The eclipsis arises (vid. § 7)
from their forms originally being recten (Sunsk. saptan, Lat.
septem), ocven (Sausk. ashtan), nom (Sansk. navan, Lat.
novem), vecen (Sansk. dasan, Lat. decem).

The following nouns, with the exception of beipz, are
formed from the cardinal

8 i—
iy or beine, two persons. readtan, and momferpean,
TR, tires persons. seven persons.
Ceatnan, four persons. ottayy eight persons.
- CUIReUN, five persons. naon nine persons.
TeIeun, siz persons. DeICNEN ten persons.

Most of these are compounded of the cardinals, and the
noun peap, @ man; but this has long been forgotten in
practice, as they are applied to women as well as men, and
teay itself is sometimes expressed in addition, as John iv.
18, 61 0o baoaq, clitgean. pean agwo, for thow hast had Jive
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€uSs has shoyyy, e
older form of ),

ected, 1y, Third Person Masculine. 8¢, he.

Singular.
SIMPLE. EMPIATIC,
Nom. Nom. Térean.
Gen. g.é. Dat. odyan.
Dat. o6, Ace. an.
Ace. & s
Third Person Feminine. $i, she,
Singular.
SIMPLE. EMPIATIC,
Nom. pi. Nom. 1
Gen. !: / Dat. E{r:: 1 !
Dat. .
Ace. i,

Third Person Plural, Common Gender. Biao, they. l

BIMPLE. EMPHATIC.
Nom. pao. Nom. aopan.
Gen. E Dat. 1’0“6!51‘9(1“-
" Dat. oéit.

Ace. 1opan.
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9. With ann, in.

Singular. Plural
onnam, in me. 1onnann, i ud.
10nn@D, 10NNat, i thee. 1onneb, i you.

4 ann, i him. 1wonnca, i then.

nnce, NN, in her.

10. With 1m, or um, upon or about.

Singular. Plural.
umam, about me. umeonn, about us.
um@, UMAT, about thee. ummb, about you.
wime, about him. - ump, about them.

uimpe, wimm, about her.
11. I¥ith te, or pe, with.

U with U v, with
Liom, om, with me. nn, yunn, with s,
Leat, o, with tiee. A ) iy
1Ty Tury with him. Leo, puu, with then.
. ua, with her. '

or ud, from.
Plural.
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3. With an, in.

Singular. Plural.
am, in my. ndy, in our.
am, ac, in thy. ne, in their.

a na, tn Ats or her.
i 4. With 6, from.

Singular. Plural.
om, from my. onay from their.
6o, from thy.
ona, from his or her.

§ 29.—Relative Pronouns.

The relative pronouns are «, who, whick, or what ; no¢, who,

which ; naé, which not. The primitive form of the relative «

for all genders was an, which by phonetic rule is intact before
vowels and the medim o, g, and becomes am before b, an

g before n, and « before 1, ¢, and the tenues. Vid. Zeuss, p. 348.
Contractions freqy

by a preposition ending with a vowel; as, oap, tep, &e.
wb, or oipab, and Lepb, may be analyzed, as the case may
10 ba, to whom was, or o ap ab, to whom is
amm Taine, @ woman whose name was Mary,

uently take place when the relative is pre-

; bean
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Tn the ancient language the consuetudinal past and present
were alike. The consuetudinal past has, in the modern lan-
guage, retained the ancient synthetic, or personal form, while

) the present has adopted the analytie, or impersonal.
o The indieative mood is often used in the sense of a subjune-
R tive, but the latter is not distinguished by any peculiar end-

ings. Initial changes, however, frequently take place, but
these are owing to the influence of the particles preceding.
The root of the verb, for practical purposes, may be con-
sidered to be the second person singular imperative active,
from which all the other parts of the verb can be formed by
affixing certain terminations. Changes also take place in the
beginning, but they are generally phonetic, an cansed by
certain particles prefixed, which serve to mark out some of
the moods and tenses, and are sometimes not expressed, bub
understood.
The persons of the verb are formed in two different ways,
analytically and synthetically. The analytic mode expresses
varions persons by the third person singular of the verb
‘personal pronouns. The synthetic, which is the mode
y used in the a-n}(:' t language, in Irish
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B.—Passive Voice.

In the Passive Voice the analytic mode of forming the per-
sons prevails ; there is, therefore, only one terminational end-
ing to be learned for each tense.

The Imperative is formed by adding cup to the root. It
has a first person singular.

The Present Indicative is formed by adding the same termi-
national ending.

There is no separate form for the Consuetudinal Present.
' The Past is formed by udding ad, and prefixing oo, which
in this voice makes no change in the initial mutable.

The Consuetudinal Past is formed by adding caoi or ©i:
;rﬁen the particle o is prefixed, it does not affect the initial
etter.

The Future is formed by adding aq or paqu to the impera-
tive active.

The Conditional Mood is formed by adding pide to the
00t

' %’m- e is formed by adding the termination ca or
e xing the infinitive of the verb io be ; as, no beid
struck.
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‘929I0NQ LAY, "8210N( 2180 D NLIN]

‘ant egilqinng - -9 eaudqmng g
‘qub aigdqmng -7 "n2 egklqong g
-utid agidqoong o gt eaidqong o
‘ant lpadyiong - 9 Unadqiong g
qud ﬁuaua,uam M ‘2 dnadqmnq g
‘utd aladqiong o gut Unadqmng -1
“ant 129mnq og, g ‘9 129mnq 0. g
‘qub taqmng oo -z ‘D2 IR 00 g
utd (qmnq 0o, -7 [ -gus (2900 oe I
“ADLenMINNG 0. g [~ -9 enagong oa g
quk aveqinng oo, -z | 03 aneymng oa g
‘i anaqong oo - | -puw anapng oo -

‘ant inaaqmng g
‘qul alneaqmng -z
“uitil naaqnng -

‘ant neaqmng -p

qul Uneagiong -~
‘uul tuwwwsﬂ M

9 Unaxqong g
‘n2 Unexong g
‘9w lneaqinng

UL
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bi. th ! 7é. It is, howevyer, used in the modern language as a consue-
g mub- tudinal present.
PAST.
Singular. Plural.
biveay. biom
bid T bioﬁu[g}—
bi biooan.

Negative and Interrogative form.

Singular. Plural.
nabay. nabaman. 8
nabiaip. nababoq.
b pé nabticoan.

There is also another form, akin to this latter (vid. Zieuss),
used, however, ouly in the analytic form, viz., bav, sometimes
spelled bud, or ba. The form bu is sometimes, though rarely,
nsed for the future.
CONSUETUDINAL PAST.
Plural.
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Conorrrovar Moob,

Singular. Plural.
oéappann. oéappamaoipy
DéaNPQ. , Déanpaid. T
DEANTAD P oéanparoip.

Inriirive Moop.
0O TUID.
Parrrorere.
a5 .

PASSIVE VOICE.

—_—

ImpERATIVE MooD.
abaptap mé, e
Inproarrve Moop.

“oengear, or abaptan mé, o, 7c.
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Invinrrive Moop.
1 w0 bpert.
Panriorere.

a5 bpeie.

PASSIVE VOICE.

InrpERATIVE Moon.
bemgean mé, ¢4, 7c.

Ixproarve Moon.



IRISH GRAMMAR.

which ought not to be classed among the irregular verbs as
it is re in all its moods and tenses.

The present and future tenses of this verb have the peculi-
arity o? being aspirated like the past.

§ 43 —Clumn, to hear.

This verb is regular, except in the past tense, the infini-

tive mood, and participle.
PAST.

Plural.
cualaman.

cualaby
- mug:{:
Inrivrrive Moob.
o0, or a dlorpom.
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FUTURE TENSE.
oéanpan mé, 7.

ConprrroNan Moop.
DEINRUIDS me, 7C.
Inrmirve Moon.
00 bers néanca.
Passtve ParTiorrLy.



IRISH GRAMMAR, 45

Conprrronan Moop.
seolicawde mé, 7o

§ 45.—Fnim, to do.

ACTIVE VOICE.

—_—



- IRISH GRAMMAR,

CONSUETUDINAL PAST.
Flural.
TEmir.
mg;"ﬁr
TUSDiP.

FUTURE TENSE.
TUEpean.
Coxprrionat, Moop.
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Inprearrve Moop,
PRESENT TENSE.

Singular. Plural.
TIEm. TIgMio, or TisImio.
CIEIT Tigtin.

s 1. g,
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Inerviriye Moon.
00 Dul.
l’gnmm.
asmnl-
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The following prepositions generally aspirate the initial
mutable of the nouns they govern :—

o, roiq, betieen.
St i itla o _ |
0, to. 0, ut, from. -

e 1

i



§ § 67-—-1’]‘8 Nm

same concords of Noun, Adjective, Pronoun, and Verh,
ch oceur in other ln.nglmges oceur also in Trish.
O irﬂtm overns another i:]ia‘
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OHAPTER TIII.
Tue Proxoux.
§ 60.—Permal Pi'mmbm
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Y

59

e and interrogative pronouns, as before mentioned,

e the verb.










