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PRCSIDENT'S OPENING <DDRESS

. by Mrs. .. J. Davidson

From over the water you have come, from the 5 Celtic Kingdams,
bearing not as once you sometimes did, a sword, but the gifts of peace,
of scholarship ‘and of friendship., Once more you have journeyed to this
place of pilgrimage, so that we may draw about us that Celtic coat of
many colours, woven of patterns so rich, so diverse, so various, in Bpeeah.
in Govermnment, in'religion - drawn together by "old 1, forgotten far off
things" and that love of freedom characteristic of our race.

‘We meet to hear not only of the past, but of the present, that
we may find refreshment of spirit cnd unity of purpose in this Celtic

Oengnass of 196)....




on behalf of the Manx Branch of the Celtic Congress I welcome you to the
. Isle of Man and in the legendary words of Mannannan "Victory and blessing
when Cornishmen be on you".

1 Per Denez adds greatly
see me of local societi

vl Tetow:
B P




PREZEGENN-DIGERIN gant an Itron A.J. DAVIDSON

Renerez Skourr MANAV ar C'HENDALC'H KELTIEK




OUTLINE OF THE HISTORY OF GOVERNMENT IN THE ISLE OF MAN

i * by B. W. MacPherson

I ask the indulgence of those of you who
if my discourse touchss on matters with vhi




is situated in an administrative division bearing the name "Treen". A
+reen might be from 200 to 400 acres. It was divided into four
quarterlands. The Treen was probably the area occupied by one family.
The Treen is now obsolete as an administretive unit. Probably of Norse origin.
It is open‘to question whether the parish came before or after the Treen.
The Celtic Church, derived from the Eastern Church and not from the
Viestern Roman Church, was not organised on a parochial or diocesan basis
but on a Monastic missionary basis.
There is no evidence that the Celtic Church exercised any functions
of civil goverrment in the Island. = e
Before the Norse conguest the Vikings had set up ‘Earldoms in the
Norderys (Orkmey and Shetland) and in the Suderys (Hebrides). i
The pagan Vikings in harrying and plundering ‘almost obliterated the
Celtic Church. ' T ¥ il

V¢ know hardly anything about the Viking period in Man from

_until 1079 when a Norse leader who had lived in Islay,
obtained the Manx Throne as a dependency of Nomay. He
Orry, His dominions included Dublin and

. Menx . battle of Skyehill, Rams
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inveétigated,.'by juries, the decision being delivered in the presence. of the
King after direction by the Deemster. ' ” .
Bvery perish had an official called 2 Moar who was alsd the Sheading
Court officer. In the'parish the Moar's duty was to collect the SKAT or
. land tax, which was subsequently knowm as the Lord's rent. Fvery londowner
had to pay it. It was abolished by redemption about 1913. :
Codred Crovan is reputed to have settled his Norse adherents in the
‘South side of the Isle leaving the North side to the Celts. y
Following the example of King Farold Harfager of Noray Godred Croven
asserted overlord-ship of all land and declared that no one should ever
presume to claim any by hereditary right, thus displacing the original
allodial tenure by what ‘finelly grew to be feudal tenure which eventuated
in Lords rent payeble to the Lord by every land owners.
~ " Vhen Godred Crovan's third son Olaf I became King, in 1113, he ruled
well for 4O years, and was described as "beloved.of both God and man',
He gave land ot Ballasalla to Furness Abbey in Lancas ; for |

foundation of Rushen fbbey in 113L. " The gift included 99'?Qtnxﬂ_;§gu_

>




. It was declared that all judgments and declarntions of law given by
the Deemsters and 24 Keys must be recorded for precedents by the Clerk
of the Rolls.

A Coroner wes the chief civil of‘fmer of a2 Sheading. He enforced the
orders of the Court. From the 15%h century the appointment vas a yec Ay
one. The Coroner is still an important official.

Libout 1422 trial by combat vas abolished ana trial by jury adopted.

At this time the Keys were composed of four men from each Sheading
selected by the Lord of his depu+y from six men chosen by the inhabitants
of the Sheading.

The functions of' the Keys were Jud:.cml ;_nd resembled the. i\mcticms of
a- jury of inguiry, a Quest or Enquest.

During the Stanley regime up to 1585 the Keys did nnt meke new law, but
in that year they commenced the pmct:.ce of fumnlly emct:mg ﬂth the
Deemsters, new lave

' IP a vacancy occurred amongst ‘the 2, the oo

it without consulting the populace. However by abo 7(1@ 'ﬂmm |
was for the Keys themselves to submit tvo nemes to 8
’GD £i11 the vacancy. This practice cau
1d the Keys were tum )
Unma.nﬁ.ed vomen d widows were




alter and abolish customs duties, but subject to confimmation by an annual
Act of Parliament.

Finally in 1957 Tynwald agreed with the British Government.that Manx
Customs duties would broadly speaking, be kept in line with British, and
agreed to pay to Britain a contribution annually towards defence and other
common services. As a result, the Imperial Treasury control of the Island's
finances has been removed, -but the Governor's concurrence to Tymwald's
control of revenue and expenditure remains. X 2

Tt vas from the time of the revestment in the Crown 1765 and omvards
that many administrative functions such as, for example, relate to
maintenance of highways, care of persons of unsound mind etc. began fo be
entrusted to Menbers of Tynvald sitting as Committees and Boards subject
4o the general control of Tynvald. The Board of Bducation vas established
in 1872 and administration by Board has developed as a vital feature of
G t to the p t day. There are ncw some
Commercial, i.e. Airports, Electricity, Water and M,B. I

‘In regard to the Judicial system, in 1777 there w

; iffs with summary jurisdiction ipends,




} UN DAMSKEUD EUS ISTOR AR GOUARNAMANT
or were not

EN ENEZ MANAV

gent B.W. Mc PHERSON




enn-Vaonov, ez ecs do get fromm meuricdel ar Gelted, nemet e-
Jec'h me vev c'hoazh e stummoll kevredigezhel zo eus on Uhel-
diriod Bkosot.

Ne ouzer ket re pegoulz ez eo en em droet Monoviz ouzh
or Gristeniezh, morteze er pevorvet kontved pa zeuas Sont Ninian
do sevel un iliz-moen e Whithorn. Hervez an hengoun e vefe bet
sovet Iliz Keltiek Monv e 447. N'eus testeni diarver ebet eus
kement-se, p2 n'eus bet en enezenn dihell ebet o-rook 1134
a~zivout istor an Iliz, ha donevell ebet kent no. groges ~menec'h
Rushen do skrivofi Kronik Enez lMonav wor-dro 1249. A g

Iliz. Emi




Un nebeut gouizieien o wel e Toxiexzi un distummcdur eus
Toshicghee - renerien pe gnobitened.

Goude skrid 1422, e kover dihellou o venegifi "en dud
dellezekofi o zo en hor bro", or "pevar den worn-ugent". N'eo
nemet en ur Reolemnadur eus 1585 e kover or ger Keys cdarre.

Marteze e teufe "Keys" eus or ger skondinovek "keise"
- dibcbet - pe eus "kiare =2s feed", pevor worn-ugent.

Bremofi hon eus 17 porrez, met c-roock ne oo nemet Atyifs
gont-se, morteze e veze koset gont pep porrez un den, perc'henn-
dieub. ’

Gont Norziz e voe degoset un doore oll d=
or vro : or sgheoding o voe kz

E 6 sheading. She:
i ~ d




B 1229 e voe savet, gont on Eskob Simon, Iliz-Veur Sont
Jerman, hog cr c'heo snezhi ¢ oo un toull-bec'h, dindon evezh
on Bekob hepken, c vije dalc'het ennofi or re o doo fozmiet o-
enep or gredenn pe or vuhez-vot. D'cr more-se ¢z e un dred-
erenn eus on toilh-iliz d'on Eskob, un drederenn 211 da vonati
Rushen hog or peurrest do veleien or porreziod. e

King Mognus - 1252-1265 - o voe an hini diwezhofi eus
roueed norzot.Monov hog on Tnizi. Doou vloozm o-rock e varv e
voe lkemeret on holl Hebridez gont or Roue skosot Aleksgandr IIT

ha nebeut omzer goude e Vorv e voe gwerzhet Menov,
Roue Brik IT eus Norge, ‘do Roue Bro-Skos t 4000 |
Heg L et grnto cn 8 o E




dibennofi e Bolton, gont Cromwell, evit bezofi stourmet a-du
gont Charlez I he Chorles IT.
Anovezet eo evel "Stonley Meur" hog olies e teue, gont
e Pomilh, do vevai e Kostell Peel hag e Kos+tell Rushen. E-pad
e renerezh e voe cmbonnet lezennou hogos bep blocz ha sellet
ouzh oxr €'h-Keys evel perlaomont or vro.
Ar bexrc'themned-doucr o zifenne atov o gwiriol-hérezh wor
on doucr, hag ivez or gwir da werzhofi mc. korfent. Dre mo o2
ement-se c-enep d'e c'hou.ru.d, e ln.kao.s Lez-d Derby an Tynw
asontifi, e 1645, na vefe >
r, hao feurmer:l.en d sl Lord, pe emit 21 blaas, .pﬂ am Q-r




o vezail ar vornerien enni, cnvet gant or Gurunenn, hag cotre
roet d'ober golv dirok ol Lez-Vorn-Golv, cnvet gont or Gouorn-
amont, hog e 1921 e oa scvet ivez ul Lez-Vorn-Gelv evit on ofer-
ioll & zrougocber.

N'em eus ket omzer dn venegifi on holl lobourion talvoudus
greet gant ar Quests, pe strollodotu-enklask an dezvornerien,
evel or Settin, uest, ar Fodder J , cn Tresposs , ar Greot
En uest, o 2o bet skrivet ul levr ken dedennus diwer o fenn m’k

trou Romsey Moore. Aet int bremafl er-meez n implij,
on Ls;ga_sa_hz_;v; hog o zo tolvoudus-tre evit borm or awi




THE TMPACT OF THE VIKINGS ON THE CELTS

OF SCOTLAND -

by the Rev.




Charles the Great built up 2 great empire which, however, broke up into
warring kingdoms after his death, and so the Norsemen got a footing in
France, became French-speaking, created Nommandy, and as "Nommans" later
. moyed into England and up into Scotland, bringing with them the feudal
system. ]
©  In England there were _sevexi small kingdoms, often at war with each
other, now one, now another dominating the rest, with changing dynasties
and frontiers. In Ireland there were many tribes and petty kings, with
continual inter-tribal strife, for the High-King exercised only a nominal
sovereignty. e - '
Scotland, too, had not yet achieved political stability and wnity. In
'the 8th century thert were the four kingdoms. = =
From the First of Forth 21l the way to the north,
Shetlands and Orl : : inl.
yas the kingdom of the Picts
the lan; that is one of t
t said,
> add




implements, tools, personmal oranaments (for both men and women), and
‘coins have been found, and sometimes also the remains of a horse. Several
rich hoards of coins have come to light, notably a find of overa
hundred silver coins near the Storr Rock in Skye. There is also the
remarkable Norse treasure found in the parish of Uig, Lewis, in 1831 —
some seventy beautifully carved "chessmen" of walrus ivory with red inlay,
perhaps the stock of a Norse merchant. Recognisable Norse settlements are
so far confined to the Northern Isles and Caithness, the two best-kmowm
‘being. the remarkable Norse village at Jarlshof in Shetland and another
small village at Freswick in Caithness. Both show a type of "long-
house" very like the Highland "black-houses" of a more recent day.
many “"duns", or stome forts, in the Highlands and Islands are associa e'!
with the wNozse, and vhile the Norse may in fact have used them, 1@@
seem that they existed in pre-Norse times.

Themt:gu recards ere of o kinds and b

the.
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the Gaclic saying, "Is righ gach duine 'ma thaigh fhéin"
' king in his own house"). The best-kmown name among the Kings of Man and the

' Isles was Godfrey Crovan, the great hero of Manx history under the name

of "King Orry", who died in Islay in 1095 and whose descendants ruled
by the over Man and the Isles for two hundred years almost, until shortly after

the Battle of Iargs in 1263,
Another important name in the history of the Norse occupation of the

Hebrides is that of King lagnus Barclegs (did he wear the kilt?), who in
1098 ravaged Lewis and the rest of the Hebrides with fire and sword, as
|{ already mentioned, in an attempt to over-awe the rebellious semi—
independent Norse chiefs in the isles, and who died in battle in Ulster in 1 00

("Bach man is a

4
!
A

at the age of thirty. His namc figuves prominently in the
of both Ireland and Gaelic Scotland.

fnother grea
xed Nox

mhairle
, became r
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is of Norse descent. Among the more common lNorse Christian names (note
that they are "Englished" quite often by taking a Biblical mame) sre:
Tormod ENonmn), Torcull (Torquilg, Godraidh (Godfrey), Raghnall (Ronald),
Sgaire (Zechariah), Iomhair (Iver), Ruairidh (Roderick) Somhairle.
(Somerled). Female Christian names are much fewer (remember that the Norse
usually married Gaelic women), the commonest being Raghnailt or Raopaid.
{(from Norse "Ragnhildis", "Englished" as Rachel). There are mmerous °
surnames or clan-anmes: Mackskill, MacAulay, MacLeod, MacRaild, MacSween,
MacIver, Lamont, Nicolson, and so on., a %
With our Norse names and blood have we also inherited certain e
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princesses are buried on mountain-tops (as €. ; on the two "Beimn
ha Callich" or "0ld Hag" mountains in Skye), Thére is "Uaigh nan Lochlannach”
("Norsemen's grave") at Balmacara, Lochalsh, There is "Cuala-bham.
aublaich" ("the ridge of the weeping women"), near Broadford, Skye, where
the Skyswomen witnessed the defeat of their men by the Norse. There are
stories of how, in order to over-awe the natives, the Norse burned down
the forests that once clothed the Isles, In my own native Kylerhea in
Skye they still spoke in my boyhood of a time when from Kyleakin to Point
of.Sleat, some thirty to forty miles, the trees were so thick that a white
horse which entered at one end of the forest could not be seen again until
_ it emerged at the other end. “nd all these-trees were burnt down and their
charred stumps sometimes met us in the peat-bogs when we cuf our peats!
Lewis and Uist have similar traditions. They stilt 3 Sk
of MacSween lilled the last Norseman in the di.
s refuge in the old monastic bu 3
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(a small piece of land surrounding 2 house or shieling).
three vords -derived from Norse are "husgus!™ (usea ;.;g gau?_msﬁh::"d
B calling a cow), "tuadhi" (used when calling a bull), "tirr hi’ (used
for driving avay cattle). - y
N Miscellaneous, iarla (an carl), trdill (a slave: this replaced the
i older €eltic "mog"), rdbuidh (a neighbour), md (a court of Justice),
sgillinn (a penny, originally a shilling), drmnn (a varrior, originally
& sterard or tax-gatherer or royal official), lagh (law), bican ( blin},
uruisg (monster), sgudal (rubbish), fuigh! (exclamation caused by unpleasant
smell), ramnsachadh (searching, ransacking), crib (to crouch), bideadh
(biting), tepadh leibh (thank you), cha tug e taing air (it did not affect
him at all). ) R g _',a’_v
- The late Mr Kenneth Mackenzie of Barvas, Lewis
noted the following as of Norse origin. Th
! i the

as C
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the Gaelic "Oro'osaidh" (note the hiatus), in English “Oronsay" and
"Orosay". There are nine or ten Oronsays along our Scottish coasts.

A small island adjacent to a larger one the Norse likered %o a calf
alongside ifs mother-cow and called "Calf-islend", and so we have a small
island, "Calbh", in Tobermory Bay, Mull, and the Calf of Man.

To quite a number of islands the Norse gave the nams "Pabbay',
Yhermit's island.” These hermits were ccclesiastics or monks of the Celtic
Church who chose to live a solitary life, usunlly on srall islands, and we
my take it that each island to which the Norse gave this name had o hermit
on it when they first made contact with it. Akin to thi.s word is the word
"Papyl" in its various fomms, meaning & monastic establishment. There are
in the Orkmeys and Shetlands five Pabbays and four Papyls, and in the
Hebrides six Pabbays and two Papyls.




LEVEZON AR VIKINGED WAR GELTED BRO-SKOS

gant ar Rev. T.M. MURCHISON




1. En 8% kantved e oa enni peder rouantelszh.
Eus ar Firsth of Forth betek an hanternoz e ca rouantelezh ar 8ikted,
Shetlands, an Orkneys, Gwalarn ar c'hevandir, hag Hebridez an Hanter-
v oa ar Bikted, eus pelec'h e teuent, peseurt yezh a gomzent, - ¢
gudenn eus an diaes an Dz F.T. Wainwright, ne deo
n-se nemet "ur vered a c'houlakaduriell diskarst". Ha bez e c'hello
_ouzhpenn, e talc'h lod eus ar goulakaduriol diskaret




Diouzh ur manac'h iwerzhonat e teu dimp ar pedsr
it en un dornskrid eus an 10t kantved :
"Put eo an avel henozh,
Fuilhafi 'ra blev gwenn ar mer bras;
N'em eus ket aon e ve treuzet Mor Iwerzhon
Gant brezelourien didruez Lec'hlenn".

gwerzenn fromus-mafi,

Setu aze un den dizifenn hag a oa laouen gant ar gorventenn
1 h ar Vikinged da zont
hon eus an taclennadur




re levezon o deus bet ar Vikinged war Gelted Vre-Skas 7 Pabom
at pe fall, a zo bet d'o alouberezh gwadek ha d'o femp kant

revadennerezh en hax bro ?
iad pennafi ha pouszusafi eo 8 voe disrannet Skosiz
diouzh Bro-Saoz, diouzh Europa a-bezh e-pad ur
unvanadur politikel Bro-Skos g 't tagadenn
thez




- ne ST
o anviol-tud, evel m'en diskouez ivez ar sagaiol. Un -‘::s i
iad, daoust da hengoun an nabachd (amezegiezh) has
koaz-ouzh-skoaz) . T l“&

o deus tud an Uheldiriol hag




Bain evel diazez evit e jedaduriol, e kavas an Dr Dftedal
ur 7500 bennak anezho) war-dra 13% ha b
ar saozneg; 5% hag a oa amprestet digant al ].a‘k:mg ::9 %
5 ha

= geriod roet el levr (
ot digant
ag 2 oa amprestet digant an norzeg. Eleze ez e
us
; div wezh muicc'h a c'heriol o tont sus al 151:31:'2“1;::'&g
'h a c'herioll o tont eus ar saozneg. pada»gm; n::s
w:.s o studiaf ar rannyezh, ne gavas ket an Dr Dftedal o

muioc
2n arver pamdsz:.ak An da:r.n vrasafi eus ar




. C'hornog, manaveg ha gouszeleg skos o cl
= :pini:ahazhu o-daou auzh an iwerzhoneg.

hom hefivelocth an
Deut eo gouezeleg ¢

L 'hornag, ha lavarout a ra an
unoc! et gouszsleg ar C out
umg:‘ :ch a-walc'h da welout en dra-se un ,d,mctl?

.:d ra'givsz ez so c'hoarvezet an eeunadur-se guu;l?
o : iannyazhnn gouszelek a zo chamet atav z







to me. A complete edition of
translation ang notes was p

to a notable woman who will be
is read.

her Gaelic poetry with excellent

repared and puhl ished by Professor James
Viatson shortly before his lame

nted death. This edition is a fine tribut
remembered as long as good Gaelic poetry







7 reminded her readers that,
most men are largely shaped by environment.
ften forgotten, is that environment is










brudetoc'h c'honzh,

o







: gement Committee z@resentlng the Scottish Education Depc.:rhnent,
Com. Gaidh; The Highland Counties Education Authorities and C::of:ben
'Gommissinn and was intended to’operate through the schools.
Tnvern Educa:







5 an dispign BVit ar c'hampod bloazisk
Memo: and Thanks










