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GEANT DE KERDERF A CARNAC.
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This theoretical classification has rendered an
immense service to prehistoric archaology, but it ix
certain that the earliest type of implement which man
used was used also through subsequent epochs ; for
instance, the Chellean hatchet was still used with
the Mousterian type, and the Mousterian with the
Solutrean type. Thus by adopting a purely morpho-
logical classification we arrive at an interesting, but
scarcely an accurate, conclusion. To remedy this
defect two learned paleontologists, MM. d’Ault du
Mesnil and Dr. Capitan, have adopted at the School
of Anthropology of Paris a stratigraphic classification
of the greatest exactitude.

From this short introduction we gather that for a
vast period of time man evidenced his existence by
work done exclusively with implements of stone.
This is called the Stone Age, and is divided into
three periods:—

1. Eolithic, 4.c., the Earliest Stone Age—stone

simply split.

2. Palzolithic, or Old Stone Age—stone flaked or

worked.

3. Neolithic, or New Stone Age—stone polished.

The Eolithic or split stones of the earliest period,
discovered in the tertiary strata, are of very doubtful
authenticity, and are the subject of much discussion.
Not so the Palzolithic, or flaked, or worked stones, of
the second period, discovered at the bottom of the
quaternary strata with the remains of extinct or
migrated animals. These flaked stones are divided into
different types, of which the most ancient is the
Chellean type, of Chelles (Seine-et-Marne), having
more or less the shape of an almond, dressed on its
two faces, but differing very much in form, shape,
and finish. This type was developed during the
earlier quaternary period in a climate mild and
damp, during which the Elephas antiquus and the
Rhinoceros Merkii existed in this district. Man
himself lived on the plateaux and in the valleys.

The Magdalenian type, from the Madeleine (Dor-
dogne), is especially characterised by engravings and

9













Mareu, Mané-er-Lac, and at the bottom of the field.
These menhirs, the greater part of which are lying
on the ground, indicate that the alignments stretched
to the River Crach. There is no trace of any align-
ment on the other side of the river.

(I3t
grou
T,

1ese alignments are divided into three distinct
ps i—
The Field of Ménec, g6o metres to the north of
the village of Carnac, has a cromlech, half of
which is on one side of the general line of the
alignments.  Its length is 1,167 metres and its
average width 100 metres. It contains 1,169
menhirs, of which 70 are in the cromlech, and
1,099 are placed in eleven lines, taking an east by
north-east direction of 70 degrees. The highest
of these menhirs measures 4 metres, the smallest
about 6ocm. To the south and north of these
alignments may be found a few fallen menhirs
which originally formed part no doubt of lines
taking these directions. At the north-west may
be found two other fallen menhirs. At the end
of this group a few menhirs, formerly fenced in,
seem to indicate that this was the site of a second
cromlech.

The alignments are broken for a length of 340
metres from the end of Ménec to Kermario.

_The Field of Kermario is 7,120 metres long

and has an average width of 101 metres, contains
982 menhirs, placed in ten lines taking a north-
easterly direction of 57 degrees.

The largest menhir of this group has fallen
and is 6m 42 in length, the smallest is about
so™  Kermario without doubt formerly pos-
sessed a cromlech to the west of the alignments,
but there remains no trace of it to-day. South
of these menhirs, facing the farm of la Petite-
Métairie, are found three standing menhirs
indicating a line which has taken a southerly
direction ; one dolmen with a gallery is found
close to and south of these lines. To the north
there is a group of fallen menhirs, and to the
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ALIGNEMENTS DE CARNAC-CHAMP DU MENEC.
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| which he mounted when weary. One evening he
3 arrived on the outskirts of a village called Le
Moustoir where he wished to stop; having
however heard a young girl insulting her mother
he continued his way and arrived shortly at the
foot of a mountain where there was another small
village. He then saw the sea in front of him and
immediately behind him soldiers in battle array.
He stopped and transformed the whole army
into stones. As a souvenir of this great miracle
the inhabitants of the surrounding country
erected on the spot where he stopped a church
dedicated to St. Cornély. That is the reason
why these long lines of stones standing to the
north of the village of Carnac are seen, and why
so often at night ghosts are observed walking in
the alleys called ¢Soudardet sans Cornély,” or
‘Soldats de St. Cornély.” Pilgrims from all
countries flocked to the place to implore St.
{ Cornély to cure their diseased cattle. He
cured them all in remembrance of the great
services rendered to him by his yoke of oxen
during his flight.
«“The pilgrims, coming to the ¢Pardon of
St. Cornély,” passed among the stone soldiers.
The men were supposed to bring stones, the
women earth, and to drop them on an elevation
near to Carnac where in time they formed the
f mount of St. Michel.” ;
| 4 It is evidently this legend told by the first Irish
# i monks who came to preach the Gospel in this part of
Armorica which replaced the true traditions of these
alignments, exactly in the same way that the worship
of St. Cornély himself replaced the worship of the ox,
of which M. Miln and I found a statue in the ruins of
) the Gallo-Roman villa of Bosséno.
The traditions about the dolmens tell us that those
piles of stones were the dwellings of the Kerions, a
dwarf people who formerly inhabited the country.
The Keripnswere smallbut verystrong,and a CO}’qulﬂal
idiom 1is still often used, “Strong as a Kerion.
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| THEIR AGE.

‘ / All these monuments are not of the same age;
| some are extremely ancient but I am sure that m@ngc

of them are of a later date than is generally suppose

| ———They are said to date from%?aﬁé’“ g%ﬁ/

| when metals were not known in these districts. The

date ot origin of the menhirs and dolmens is un-

« doubtedly to be found in the Neolithic or New Stone

Age, but the religious use of these stone monuments

) was continued long after that period, and many of

them date from a time when metals were well known.

To begin with, gold is found in connection with them ;

other objects, such as weapons and ornaments of

| . Dbronze, have also been found, and we have seen that

‘ the greater part of the objects found in the tombs

; were ritual and votive and were made especially to

1 be placed there for use in the next world. Doubtless
l the use of metal was excluded by the religious caste
|
l
{

which made and sold such articles. Not being able
or willing to work the metals the priests of that time
in this district, the centre of their religion, resisted
the use of metal much longer than was the case
elsewhere.
In the monuments everything—construction, orient-
ation, contents—indicates a very advanced civilisation.
We have seen that in several tumuli bones of horses
and oxen have been discovered, and not far from a
dolmen tombs containing what are doubtless the ashes
‘ and bones of slaves and servants have been found.
» It was customary for these primitive people to kill
the animals, and probably the servants, of the dead so
‘ that they could be found again in another world.
This shows us that they believed in a world to come.
Everything tends to prove that the worship of the
) dead formed a great part of their religion, and that
| certain ceremonies and their bargains always took
1 place beside the tombs. It is very curious to see
even nowadays that almost all our old churches and
crosses are placed near dolmens and menbhirs, and
that our largest fairs are usually held somewhat in
the same position.
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DOLMEN DES MARCHANDS A LLOCMARIAQUER.






TUMULUS DE SAINT-MICHEL A CARNAC,

megalithic monuments during the Gallic,
or Venetian epochs. Ve

EXCURSIONS

At Carnac, the centre of the meg

and an important watering-place,
hotels await tourists who having v
the fountain, and especially the Musée
vary their excursions ad nfinitum acc
time at their disposal.
Every excursion should be begun with th
of St. Michel, where one should vis :
dolmen discovered in 19oo, from the summit
one commands a view of the surrounding monu
of the country ; notably, the Alignments of Ca

The most important excursions are :— :

1. For pedestrians having less than two hours at
their disposal :—The Tumulus of St. Michel ; the
Alignments and Dolmen of Kermario; the
Alignments and Cromlech of Ménec, and the
Dolmen of Cruz-Moquen. Distance three and a
half kilometres.

2. For pedestrians having three hours to spare :—
The Tumulus of St. Michel; the Roman ruins of
Bossenno ; the Tumulus of Kercado; the Crom-
lech, the Alignments and the Tumulus of
Kerlescan ; the Géant and wall of Manio ;
the Alignments and Dolmen of Kermario ;
Alignments and Cromlech of Ménec and the
Dolmen of Cruz-Moquen. Distance six kilo-
metres.

3. Another excursion for pedestrians with three
hours to spare:—The Dolmen of Cruz-Moquen;
the Alignments and Cromlech of Ménec; the
Géant of Kerderf; the Dolmens of Mané-
Kerioned, of which one is embellished with
mystic signs; Clud-er-Yer; Kériaval and No-
tério. Distance five kilometres.

4. For pedestrians having at least five hours to
spare :—The Tumulus of St. Michel; the Roman
Ruins of Bossenno; the Tumulus of Kercado;
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