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by Iain Bain

Constable and Company 1993 ISBN 0 09 471820
(paperback) £7.95 also available in hardback.

ISBN 0 09 470690 5

I had not tried many Key Patterns
until I read this book. I found the laying
out of the construction lines very time
consuming and was content just to copy
examples from Celtic Art by George
Bain. The method of using 2mm. graph
paper for trial layouts encouraged me to
experiment for the first time.

Jain has had to invent a vocabulary
to describe the process and at first, just
reading through, I found them difficult
to understand. Once I began to work
through a few examples they became
clear. He also classifies the patterns intc
three main types, Z, W, and Hook
patterns. At each carefully graded stage
examples are given which, if worked
through, lead to increasing confidence
and mastery of complexity.

I very soon found myself able to
adapt my knowledge to creating designs
using one of our Manks patterns, (Ring

 Celtic Key Patterns

Chain), in combination with key patterns
in an oval form, something which I had
never attempied before. This book has
re-awakened an enthusiasm which has
been dormant for too long.

The book includes eight coloured
plates and eight in black and white. In
an appendix, an extract from Early
Christian Monuments by J. Romilly
Allen gives an analysis of the Key-
patterns with the locality of each one.

Tain Bain encourages creation and
experimentation. Because these patterns
are basically geometric he claims that
they should be available for use by
people who would not ordinarily
consider themselves to have any artistic
ability. I agree. If his exercises are
followed carefully, anybody could be
admitted to a fascinating creative
activity.

Colin Jerry

—

Al Liamm

Bimonthly literary magazine in Breton.
Subs 150F (160F/200F airmail outside
State) to P. ar Bihan, 16 rue des Fours
a Chaux, 35400 St. Malo.

The Nov.-Dec. issue is noteworthy in
that it carries a story by an American
woman of Irish origin and a translation
from Tchechov by a Russian girl studying
Breton in Rennes. There are short
translations also from Portuguese and
Catalan, poems (one by recently deceased
Bob Helloco), obituaries about two
militants Alan Al Louarn and Tangi
Peyretout. The most substantial
contribution is a story by Per Denez about

a rogue ram apparently endowed with
magical characteristics. there is a critical

review of F. Favereau’s Breton-
French/French-Breton Dictionary
(1360pp), that in its desire

contemporainess and comprehensiveness
“takes on board” a load of b... barely
disguised French terms which, like a blight,
have invaded the speech of Breton-
speakers free (?) from any normative
influence, displacing long-established and
well assimilated equivalents. I was
particularly interested in a review of a new
translation of the Mabinogion (into French)
by Pierre-Yves Lambert, which Herve Ar
Bihan compares with previous ones,
particularly by Joseph Loth (in French) and

Abeozen (in Breton).

Dalennau

Rhestr am ddim oddi wrih:
Free list from:

Gair, Sain, a Llun

o Gymru

Word, Sound & Tape
from Wales

Cannoedd o deitlau newydd yn y Gymraeg a'r Saesneg
Hundreds of new titles in Welsh and English
Hanes, Llenyddiacth, Gwieidyddiaeth, Llyfrau Menywod a Phlant, Cerddoriacth,
Cyrsiau [aith, Fideoau.
History, Literature, Politics, Women, Children, Music, Language Courses, Videos.

Dalennau (UCC),

12 Parc yr Afon, Caerfyrddin,
Dyfed SA31 1AL, Cymru/Wales.
Ffon: (0267) 232338
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Membership an
Subscriptions

All those who agree with the
constitution and aims of the Celtic
League are eligible for membership.
The membership fee (including Carn)
and subscription rates are IR£9: Stgf£9;
85FF or US$20.00 (US funds, cheques
drawn on a US bank). Europe and
airmail outside Europe Stg£10.00

For information about the Celtic
League, applications for membership,
subscriptions, etc. write to any of the
the following secretaries:

ALBA Mairi Denovan, Old Mission
House, Nth. Erradale, Ross-shire
IV21 2DS.

BREIZH Subscriptions: Youenn
Craff, Talbodek, 29300 BEI/BAYE,
Brittany.

Correspondence: Ronan Tremel,
34 St. an Argoad, 29190 Lennon,
Brittany.

CYMRU Robat ap Tomos, “Dyffryn”,
Gretton Fields, Gretton,
Cheltenham, Glos. GL54 5HH,

. England.

EIRE Janice Williams, 22 Béthar
Belgrave, Baile Atha Cliath 6.

KERNOW Martyn Miller, 10
Trewartha Court, Pound Street,
Liskeard.

MANNIN Cristl Jerry, 6 Glenfaba
Road, Peel.

LONDON BRANCH Robat ap
Tomos, “Dyffryn”, Gretton Fields,
Gretton, Cheltenham, Glos. GL54
5HH, England.

USA Stephen Paul de Villo, 313 East
201 Street, Bronx, New York
10458.

INTERNATIONAL BRANCH Alan
Heusaff, Seana Gharrdin, An
Spidéal, Co. na Gaillimhe, Eire.

CEAP BREATAINN Frangag Nic
Eachainn, Box 179, Mabou, Cape
Breton, Nova Scotia, Canada BOE
2WO.

The General Secretary and P.R.O. of
the Celtic League is Bernard
MofTatt, 11 Hilltop View, Farmhill,
Braddan, Mannin.

The Editor is Ms P. Bridson, 33
Béthar Bancroft, Tamhlacht, BAC
24, Eire.

Our next deadline for material for
Carn is 1st May 1994. Materials sent
for publication in Carn must relate 1o
our aims, and should be typed. All
materials copyright @ Carn unless
otherwise stated. The views expressed
in Carn are not necessarily those of the
editor nor of the Celtic League.

Leagan amach: C. Ni Bhréartiin,
Peanntrénaic Teo., 49 Br Crannach,
BAC 14, Eire.

Printers: Elo Press, 49 Reubens Avenue,
Rialto, Dublin 8.
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