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In the further reading list of his Celtic
Mythology (first pub. by Hamlyn in 1970').
Proinsias MacCana cites J.A. MacCulloch'’s
“The Religion of the Ancient Celis". That a
scholar of MacCana's standing should do
this for a book first published in 1911
should be recommendation enough for any
student of Celtic civilization. It is therefore
a pleasure to report that Constable have
reissued the book after so long a lapse in
time.

Unlike Constable's reprints of other
‘classics’ in the field of Celtic studies (such
as T.W. Rolleston’s ‘Myths and Legends of
the Celtic Race’ and Henri Hubert's ‘The
Rise of the Celts’ and ‘The Greatness and
Decline of the Celts’) which have become
superseded, MacCulloch's book has not -
for the most part - become dated. There are
24 chapters in the book and apart from
chapter two, ‘The Celtic People’ the book

- remains a sound introduction to Celtic

belief.

The first part of the book deals with the
gods of the Gauls, the mythological, heroic
and fenian cycles of Irish myth - with a

. The Religion of the Ancient Celts
~ byJ.A. Mac Culloch, Constable 1991 ISBN 009 470930 0. Price Sig. £12.95

separate chapter on the Tuatha de Danaan -
and the gods of the Brythons. Chapter 10
onwards deals with various topics.
Especially interesting are those dealing
with nature worship and the worship of
rivers, lakes, trees (and other plants) and
animals. There are also chapters concerned
with sacrifice, tabu, festivals, the Druids,
magic and much else besides.

For those of us who have ‘grown up’ in
the age of ‘comparative sociological and
structural® approaches to mythology and
belief (the approach favoured for example
by the Rees brothers in their magnificent
‘The Celtic Heritage') the book should
come as a refreshing alternative. I say this
because prior to reading MacCulloch's
book my first thought was ‘why reissue
such an old book?’

The book now occupies an honoured
place on my book shelf beside for example
the works of Rees and Rees, MacCana,
Murphy, Gray and that great non-
comparative work Mdire MacNeill’s
‘Festival of Lughnasa’.

K.C.

AL LIAMM

Literary magazine in Breton, 6 issues a
year. Subscription 150Fr/annum, but 160Fr
outside State, to P. Le Bihan, 16 r. des
Fours a Chaux, 35400 St.Malo.

Of note in Nr 273, a moving poem by
Y.B. Premel about the death of the elm;
stories by J. Abasq, Yann Gerven (as usual
funny, though it might appear that Bretons
are given to drunkenness and adultery),
P.G. Wodehouse (ably translated by J.
Konan); pleas by R. Barvek in favour of
less reliance on adapting in Breton
“international” (i.e, French Latin) words
and by J.L. Dey in favour of the opposite
on the grounds that our uneducated native
speakers go wholesale for French terms and
that English was able to assimilate the like.
Chakeuf sofi gou.

DASTUM
Sept.-Oct.

A special issue of 40pp., 17Fr. devoted to
the 20th anniversary of the association of
the same name which has collected some
50,000 popular Breton songs, airs, stories
since its foundation with the help of
countless voluntary workers. It carries a
13 pp interview with its principal
founder, Patrick Malrieu, who tells about
the part he took in the development of
this important work. The anniversary
was celebrated on Oct 2-4 in Berrien
with the participation of some 250
traditional musicians. Subsc. to Dastum-
Musique Bretonne, 10 issues per annum,
130 Fr. to 16 Straed Penhoet, 35065
Roazhon-Cedex.
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Subscriptions
All those who agree with the
and aims of the Celtic League are
eligible for mcmbership. The
membership fee (including Carn) angd
subscription rates are IR£8: Stg£8; 80FF
} or US§20.00 (US funds, cheques drawn
{ on a US bank). Postage outsid
1 S1g£10.00 airmail,

For information about the Celtic
League, applications for membership
subscriptions, etc. write to any of the Lhc:.
following secretaries:

constitution

e Europe is

ALBA Mairl Denovan, Old Mission
House, Nth. Erradale, Ross-shire
IV21 2DS.

BREIZH Subscriptions: Youenn
Craff, Talbodek, 29300 BEI,
Brittany.

Correspondence; Ronan Tremel,
34 St. an Argoad, 29190 Lennon,
Brittany.

CYMRU Merfyn Phillips, Parc y Ffrier,

_ Llandudoch, Dyfed.

EIRE Janice Williams, 22 Béthar
Belgrave, Baile Atha Cliath 6.

KERNOW Martyn Miller, 10
Trewartha Court, Pound Street,
Liskeard.

MANNIN Cristl Jerry, 6 Glenfaba
Road, Peel.

LONDON BRANCH Robat ap Tomas,
“Dyffryn”, Gretton Fields, Gretton,
Cheltenham, Gloucester, GL54 S5AA,
England.

USA Stephen Paul de Villo, 313 East
201 Street, Bronx, New York 10458.

INTERNATIONAL BRANCH Alan
Heusaff, Seana Gharrdin, An
Spidéal, Co. na Gaillimhe, Eire.

CEAP BREATAINN Don Mac
Gillivray, Big Pond, Cape Breton,
Nova Scotia, Canada BOA 1HO.

The General Secretary and P.R.O. of
the Celtic League is Bernard
Moffatt, 11 Hilltop View, Farmhill,
Braddan, Mannin.

The Editor is Ms P. Bridson, 33 Bothar
Bancroft, Tamhlacht, BAC 24, Eire.

Our next deadline for material for
Carn is 1st February 1993. Materials
sent for publication in Carn must relate
to our aims, and should be typed. All
materials copywrite © Carn unless
otherwise stated. The views expressed in
Carn are not necessarily those of the
editor nor of the Celtic League.

Leagan amach: C. N{ Bhréartiin,
Peanntrénaic Teo., 49 Br Crannach,
BAC 14, Eire.

Printers: Elo Press, 49 Reubens Avenue,

Rialto, Dublin 8.
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