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Emples of the subjects which have
been covered so far are an article of the
tance of a certain type of pottery
found in Eire to our understanding of early
# Irish history, a general article about the
: i.‘revwal of Kernewek, another (in
- Kernewek) about the migration of the
Comich to Australia, several articles about
noted Australian Celts, and a summary of
the achievements and significance of

Brythonic society in Southern Scotland.

Finally it remains only for me to
heartily recommend buying this magazine,
issue 1 @AS$10.60 each, issue 2 @£11.60.
The contact is

Chris Dunkerly, 21 Cliff Road, Epping,
NSW 2121, Australia.

_Place Names
C.J. Spittal

und 900 references to books and
cal articles dealing with the place,
eet and field names of the Cellic countries

luding Eire and Brittany) will be
uded in an extenswe blbhography

- Street, Stamford, Lincolnshire, England
The work of assembling this
~ bibliography has been carried out over the
t four years by Mr John Field, formerly
enior Lecturer in English at the Dacorum
College, Hemel Hempstead, and Mr Jeffrey
~ Spittal who, before his retirement, served
~ on the library staff of the University of
~ Bristol. The result of their efforts will be
considerably larger than the 1060
references published by R.J. Roberts in the
journal Onoma in 1959 but Roberts
restricted his investigations to works on
- names occurring in England alone. These
‘will still occupy the larger part of this new
bibliography but from the outset of their
‘collaboration the compilers have been
concerned to provide something much
more useful both in geographical scope and
 critical comment. In this last purpose they
hnve been willingly helped by scholars and
lxbunans imvolved with the subject.
- The idea of making such a bibliography
e mnenbout at a time particularly appropriate.
_ In the last century the English philologist

advanced in Scotland and in Ireland than in
England but within the twentieth century a

t so far as the record of published
ks revealed. Now however Manx place-
es are being recorded by the Manx

e )

e-Name Survey in association with the

Survey of Wales was brought into
; under the aegis of the Board of Celtic
~ Smwdies and there is a Place-Names Research
ks Bm_‘gptin operation at Queens University in
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Manx Gaelic Society. In 1988 a Place-

Belfast. The study of Cornish place-names is
being undertaken at the Institute of Cornish
Studies linked to the University of Exeter
and an authoritative book on Cornish Place-
Name Elements by Mr Oliver J. Padel was
published by the English Place-Name
Society in 1985. His Popular Dictionary of
Cornish Place-Names published three years
later by Alison Hodge of Penzance
represents the only fully dependable work
on the subject for the non-specialist.

Scotland has been served over a longer
period and the work of Professor W.F.H.
Nicolaisen and Mr I. Fraser together with
other members of staff at the School of
Scottish Studies (part of Edinburgh
University) has been of the greatest value
in selting onomastics in Scotland on a sure
footing. Nicolaisen’s Place-Names of
Scotland (Batsford 1976 and recently made
available in paperback) was the first
general account of the whole subject of
Scottish names.

Academic initiatives of the kind
described above invariably in time lead to
the growth of wider more popular interest.
Onomastics (the rather forbidding technical
name for place-name siudies) is admittedly
a specialist subject but much can be
accomplished by non-specialists in
collecting forms of names from a variety of
documents by no means all in the
unfamiliar scripts of three or four hundred
years ago; recent work related to the
English counties of Shropshire and
Somerset has demonstrated this fact very
clearly. Moreover, from a Celtic standpoint,
the record of place-names and field-names
on maps provides material for a study of
the contributory languages at times easier
to ‘translate’ than English names are.

The compilers of this new bibliography
have attempted to serve both specialists and
those approaching the subject for the first
time as evenhandedly as possible in their
collection of the most significantly useful
references chiefly taken from the literature
of the last seventy years and have
attempted to do what they can to assist
further study of this intriguing legacy of the
Celtic heritage.
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by air mail.
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I Our next deadline for Carn 70 is 1st |
| May, 1990. I would ask regular or new |
] contributors to meet this due date and |
j would appeal especially for more |
| photographs/illustrations (not j
necessarily accompanying articles). |
j Materials sent for publication in CARN |
must relate to our aims, and be typed. §
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