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EDWARD THE SEVENTH by the grace of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain &ﬁﬁ I

of the British Dominions beyond ﬂm Seas,
Defender of the Faith,

To all to whom these presents sk

WHEREAS the Marquess of
Carrington, G.C.M.G., V"lsc. unt
Kenyon, Baron Aberdare, Baron
Hon. David Lloyd George, M.
Thomas Kenyon. Sir John
K.C.V.O., M.D., The late Sir
K.C.B., F.R.S., Sir Alfred T
bard Owen, M.D., Walter Gunm:
Robert Hughes, Esquire, Sir
K.C., M.P., Samuel Nathan Jo
- Jones, Esquire, M.P., n
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President and Librarian, as provided in the pr RO
of the competition, and the award will be submit

the Council at the annual meeting on May 28 : i

NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS

A large number of proprietors of
periodicals in Wales and the Border
generously agreed to contribute a c
for the purpose of being filed in the
hoped that ultimately every periodi
in Wales, as well as those in oth
will be so filed.  All these will be
time and preserved for refere
present received is given in
port.

PRINTS AND DRA

A begirning has been made
Prints and Drawings. T
drawings, engraved prints, p
cards, and every other form of
matters concerning Wales and
Portraits of men and women, nc

scenery, buildings, town
ship, bridges, and any
illustrations of natura
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of the Psalms by Edward Kyffin, printed by Thomas
Sales in 1603, the only copy known being amongst
ures now transferred to the National Library.
ready been made of the earliest Welsh
. Price’s Primer, which contains
sture ever printed in Welsh,
>’ 1551, containing the
d Holydays to be
y Communion.
" W even more not-
h three quite

0o
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OLD WELSH TEXTS.

Of the series of Old Welsh Texts edited and published
by Dr. John Gwenogvryn Evans, there is a set printed on
the finest vellum. These are amongst the best ex-

amples of modern printing, much of the work being done
at Dr. Gwenogvryn Evans’s own press.

BALLADS AND OTHER WELSH POETRY.

This is also a large section, and it would be diffi-
cult to name any poet, however rare his works, who is

not represented, while the number of ballads is very
large.

GEORGE BORROW.

Early editions of the works of George Borrow, the
versatile genius who wrote ** Wild Wales,’’ and loved
the bards of Wales as he loved its hills, streams and
valleys, are much sought after by collectors, and there
are Borrovians who will make journeys to the National
Library expressly to gaze upon and examine the books
by and relating to him in the Llanstephan Library.
For not only has Sir John been able to secure copies
of all the rare editions, but some of them have Borrow’s
autograph, and the Collection includes books from
Borrow’s own library. Here, for example, is the copy
of Dafydd ap Gwilym’s poems with Borrow’s notes,
and many other books in Welsh, English, and French
which belonged to him.

ARTHURIAN LITERATURE.

There is a fine collection of books and MSS. bear-
ing on the Arthurian Romances, the earliest printed
book being “* Lancelot du lac,”’ 1488, with several of
the other romances in the Arthurian cycle printed before
1600. The MSS. include some which will probably be
edited for publication within the next few years.
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The Welsh MSS. in the collection have been fully
described in Reports prepared for the Historical MSS.
Commission, by Mr. John Gwenogvryn Evans, M.A.,
D.Litt.;* who says the collection is ‘‘ undoubtedly the
premier collection of Welsh manuscripts, both in extent
and quality. Here we have the oldest MSS. of the
Laws ot Wales in Latin and Welsh; the oldest versions
of the Mabinogion, as well as of the Arthurian and
other Romances; the oldest and only perfect copy of
the Holy Grail; an early translation of a portion of the
Gospel of Matthew; an immense body of poetry, rangin
from the Black Book of Carmarthen down to the 18t
century; Historical works like the Brut y Tywysogion;
and a large nmmber of the theological works current
in the Middle Ages. We have here also not only the
most extensive collection of pedigrees, but by far the
oldest manuscripts with authentic contemporary
accounts and references to sources of information.”’

Again, writing of Robert Vaughan, Dr. Gwenogvryn
Evans says:—‘‘ No student can refrain from paying
him a most sincere tribute of admiration and gratitude
for his prescience and skill in bringing together the
noblest menuments of Kymric history and literature.
Though it is true that his collection of Welsh MSS. is
the finest in existence, still his merit was not in making
it the biggest collection, but in securing nearly every
manuscript of importance in the language, leaving
transcripts to others.”

The ‘‘Black Book of Carmarthen’’ is the glory of the
Hengwrt Library, as indeed it would be of any libraty

ossessing it, for it is the oldest MS. in the Welsh
anguage, and one of the MSS, denominated the ‘ Four
Ancient Books of Wales.”” It is on vellum, and written
in several hands of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries,
the oldest portions being at least as early as 1195.  The
Priory of St. John at Carmarthen was founded for

4 Historical MSS. Commission. Report on Manuscripts ifi (he
Welsh Language; Vel, I, Parts ii. and iii., London 18gg—1ge35;
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Black Canons about the year m‘#&,
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Among the older Welsh MSS. described in Dr. Gwen-
ogvryn Evans’ Report is the MS. containing the odes
of Kynddelw, Kyvoesi Merlin, and other pieces, written
partly between 1230 and 1250, and partly about 1300,
and one a little earlier, circa 1225, with fragments of
the Mabinogion, and the Romance of Geraint ap Erbin.
Another MS. gives the romances of Peredur and Charle-
magne and the ‘‘ histories’’ of Adam, the Crucifixion,
Pilate, and Judas Iscariot, transcribed in the four-
teenth century; another transcript of the Charlemagne
romance belongs to the same period, and yet another
to a somewhat later date.

The gem however of the romance series is the
Ystoryaeu Seint Greal (see illustration), a noble volume,
on 280 leaves of fine vellum, written some time before
1400, strongly bound in leather, with clasps.  This
MS. was printed under the supervision of the Rev.
Robert Williams of Rhydycroesau in 1876. The oppor-
tunity of consulting the original will be a boon to
scholars engaged in the study of romance literature.

In MSS. containing the Laws of Hywel Dda the col-
lection is very rich, there being altogether 23 copies. A
few of these, it should be stated, are partial transcripts.
MS. 29, Y Llyvr Du o’r Waun, or the Black Book of
Chirk, is the oldest copy of the Laws in Welsh, and
MS. 28, a Latin version, written in the last quarter of
the twelfth century, is the oldest of all existing tran-
scripts. This MS. has numerous illustrations of great
historical value. MS. 31, an early fourteenth century
copy, is remarkable for the ornamental bordering en-
closing the writing of the first page, a decoration which
Dr. Evans considers unique in the case of Welsh MSS.
Besides the one just mentioned, there is another of the
fourteenth century, while five belong to the thirteenth.
There are two seventeenth century transcripts, one
being in the hand of John Jones, Gelly Lyvdy, and the
other in the autograph of Robert Vaughan.

In the collection are two Latin MSS. of Geoffrey of
Monmouth’s Historia, one of them heing of the first
quarter of the thirteenth century, There are numerous
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necessity, he nevertheless spent a large part of his life
in the Fleet Prison in London, though this did not in-
terrupt the work of copying ; many of his transcripts
bear notes of their being written while he was a
prisoner. His tastes were catholic to a degree. The
copying of MSS. must have been the absorbing passion
of his life. =~ He seems to have copied every MS. he
could get hold of, whatever the subject. Hence it is
that he has left in his transcripts a mine where students
of Welsh poetry, history, genealogy, and many other
subjects may delve. In one MS. we may find pedigrees
of the half mythical kings and saints, in another an
interlude, here a medisval religious paraphrase of the
Crucifixion or the finding of the cross, and there the
travels of Sir John Mandeville, a copy of an early
Calendar, or of the Laws of Howel Dda. Numerouys
as are the manuscripts of John Jones in the Peniarth
Library, there are nearly as many more in other
collections. Many are bulky tomes of 8oo to 1,000
pages, often folios. It will be seen therefore that his
industry was prodigious.
The manuscripts in the autograph of Sir Thomas
Williams of Trevriw reveal another instance of devotion
to Welsh studies, pursued in the face of innumerable
difficulties, and a constant struggle with poverty and
bad health. Dr. Gwenogvryn Evans says there is no
more pathetic case in literature than that of Sir Thomas
Williams, who graduated M.A. at Oxford in 1573, In
which year he was a curate at Trevriw. A near neigh-
bour of William Salesbury, the first translator of the
New Testament into Welsh, Williams was drawn to
- Salesbury’s favourite studies, and devoted the remain-
ing thirty-four years of his life to compiling and iljus-

trating by quotations a dictionary of Latin-Welsh and
Welsh-Latin. The Latin-Welsh part of the work is in
the Peniarth collection, a bulky work in three volumes,
representing an €normous amount of industry which
has never met with its due meed of recognition. On
this work is hased the Dictionary of Dr. John Davies
of Mallwyd, printed in 1632, but the printed book is an
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Mrs. J. P. Davies, Broncastell, Aberystwyth.
Thomas Davies, Esq., Bootle.

Rev. E. W. Davies, Ton Pentre, R.S.O.
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Dr. Douglas Hyde.
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I bequeath out of such part of my personal
Law be bequeathed for such purposes, to * The
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