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inst B.S.C.s proposed closures ot Shottom,Ebbw Valc and
ving well, At Shottom an attempt is being made to involve not
_: ?r§'$p9?se1ves but the whole community in the struggle.Theze
aunity strike ...to stop paying rent,rates and olectricity fnd
id v mens action groups have been formed to take up the struggle om
nt.This is an imprtant stop forward from traditional attitudes wherc the
18 narrowly defined as being for the men in the factory itself,and augurs
the future success of the campaign. i
o steclworkers degonstraxions t00 - both in North Walecs and in London ~have been
" yery-weloome militant nature....charging their way through the police lines to
‘the House of.Commo?s and the blocking of the roads in tho North Wales dcmonstrations.
wH;_Such civil disobedicnce and militancy on a wide front backed up by strike actiom
agd pberhaps occupation of the plants themselves offers the only hope of eventual
victory.The Shotton militancy seems at last to be spreading to Ebbw Vale and East
Mpors,and the conference at Connahs Quay in mid-April for all threatencd works in
England and Scotland as well as Wales should provide a good opportunity to develop
. co—ordinated action.,
The main danger to an offcctive campaign remains the hypocritical squealings of the
Labour left,;such as Michael Footywho can be relied on to try and lead the workers
~ awny from militant direct action into the usual pleas for the return of yet another
Labour government.....which like all its predecessors would make sod all difference
to the Welsh working class.A strong renk and file campaign in the factories and
gommunities can bring victory.....to be directed yot again down the blind alley
of working for the return of another Labour government would mean failure and be
a betrayal of the struggle of ti#e ordinary men ond women of Wales.

B e e e B e e &

WALES T.U.C,

There can be few people who are not aware that therc has been formed during recent
months a Welsh Trades Union Congress.Despite early setbacks the Welsh T.U.C, is
fast becoming a reality.There was,and still is to some extent,some opposition ffo
the ideca at first becavse certain officials felt the formation of a Welsh T.U.C.
would bring about an unnccessary srd Gangerous split in the working class movement
as a whole.
The first point that must be made is that a Welsh T,U.C. is not only necessary but
‘absolutely essential.Despite the fact that Wales is a nation (and becoming more of
a nation each day)it has not up till now had its own imstitutions.There are many
industrial and economic problems facing the Welsh pecople that are especially
peculicr to Wales and problems which hit Wales hardest of all c.g. the proposed
stecl closurcs.These problems must be considered and fousht from a Welsh viewpoint,
Nobody is as well acquainted with or understonds Biers obout the pPeoblcns df Wales
H#Hian the Welsh Workor. Docs the formatiom of a Welsh T,U.C. constitutc a dangerous
gplit in the working class novement? Nol Wiy  should it? The strengthomimg & of the
power of the working class in Wales cam do nothing but aid the international stru-—
ggle against injustice ond cxploitation. Whon neccessary the Helsh T.U.Cs must, of
course,aid our English comrades in our common couse against our common cnemy.
Tho W.S.V. is overwhelmingly in favour of the idea of a Trades Union Congress for
Walos. However the Welsh T.U.C. must romomber that in order to rotain the respoot
of tho Welsh working class it must ncver rcst on its laurcls,as itl wore. It must
hting ageinst capitalist cxploitation and working for justice

be constantly fig
and fair pley. In short it must be the kind of movement the Welsh worker nceds and

desgerves.
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amne of cducation,activity and
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‘,1,"agbﬁgéﬁstﬁefworke?s,fbr'we muast
ration movement and gocialist struggle such
»e in Wales will not be true to its philosophy
. itself unless it is supported by the workers,and
sanisations remain always sympathetic to it.
iged workers of Wales are capable of attaining ultimate
he vanguard must support and aid the working class movement
and work for unity and solidarity on the industrial fron¥y.To help
strong and united brotherhood of workers grganised as one strong
ant industrial force which will provide the socialigtX liberattion
with the strenghh and mobility to lead the strugele to victory.

5)From this initial vanguard of progressive and radical political activisys
will grow an alliance which will provide the foundation stones upon which
we can build the socialist liberation movement.Even though the vanguard =
will remain initially a small organisabion,it will be realised that chief¥
it is a vanguard of an idea and hope.That it will eventually by education,
agitation and organisation through socialist action on many fronts at many
levels rally the people to the banners of a socialist liberation struggle.

SUMITARY

The name we have choscn for this organisation is the Welsh Socialist Vanguard.We
have pledged the Vangusrd to further the socialist struggle in Wales and to take up
the fight of the workers of 1831,and of thosc who continued the struggle in 1839,
1842, and 1845,the followers of Robecca and of the Chartist movement in Wales.Tho
socialist struggle which they began was betrayed by the bourgoois imperialist
‘'radicals' and later ihm by the Labour Party which,in the years following the heroic
struggles of 1926,in its scarch for constitutional political power and viability
betrayed and tried to destroy the socialist traditionspand spirit of the Welskh
people.For their owm basc MOtiVES..esss.pOWer aid money coming before the hopcs and
desircs of the pecple...,.Bngland's toryism beforc Wales's radicalism,.....carcerist
roform before progressive s0cialiSle......imperialist slavery not liberation......
Wars not peace....e..glory not humility.This is imperial lzobourism in alliance with
tory cappitalism.

The revolutionary yecars of 1831,1839,1842 and 45,1910 and 1926 which are the heritage
of the people who have valiantly fought the congueror,both feudal lord and capiti-
alist.A people sold down the river by notive lords and ladies alike and cnslaved by &
the treacherous act of union of 1536,humiliated for centuries by the oppressor,the
carpetibaggers and soldiors of ., foriegn monarchy,thc bosses police and soldicrs.

Then in 1831 with the glorious'rising of the workers once more the sword was taken
up to put wrongs to right and overthrow the cnenmics of the pcople and to restore

- to our land honour,liberty and justice,

Our objectives must be the same todpy os those that were fought for over 909 years
of resistence against the conguUETOT.......t0 sct frec from the shackles of imperial-
ism and capitclism our poople and their heritage,language and culture tiat hos been
‘kept alive by the pcople......the werim of the labourer's cottage agd shgnty‘town

~ hovel,the men of no property who whilst starved and in rags kopt 0}1V° the fine _
Jrpditions of our land,whilst the native uchwelwyr spurned the native sod and hecarti
for the riches and titles to be found and collected whilst licking at the feet of
the English crowm,grovelling for a shiny sexon shilling.

For in the ond it was the begger end not the prince who fought on in the face of
defeat ond despairs.....tle gwerin owaim,red bandits,and the gcotch cattle who
defended the people and plagucd the conqueror and not the freebooter merconary
soldiers ,nd pirates that loft Walos or the traders,merchants end politicians that
followed in their footsteps to cling to Brittannia's skirts.Let not the bourgeois

- nationalists tell you difforent......lot them nof talk of frcedom and of the golden

- age of princes-princes who,in their desire and greed,trampled the land and terror-
 dised the peoplo,to divide among thomsclvos the spoils of civil strife and war which

they would deliberately prowoke in their own intcrests.




E;‘ for base motives ~nd selfish reasons? They were perhaps only men of their -

E | Jioe it not these same petty princes who hindered and frustrnted the ndv
x edish nationhood nnd soveeignty s much as thoir politicel counterparts

08, ciroumstances and conditions change, but the system is the zime oxcopt I
the system adapts morc crsily to new sets of circumstonces and conditions.
A fow grent men have risen ~ut of the sdualor cnd strife of medicval Wales but
% the greator pnrt of our so called defenders were no more than a bunch of gang-
. sters and adventurers, 3 ‘

So let us pny no heed to those who cry out meg-tive slogons of frecdom
and of socinlism whon. thoy coannot offer us our lond, its wenlth ~nd a just re-

= ward for our lebours, Frecdom ~nd socislism sre not just slogons or the subject

. matter of intelleoctunl articles in heavy journ-ls-freedom ond socinlism are cne
end the same, and they morn that we the people must once more possess our land,
its mountaine nnd valleys, its rivers and lakes, its wealth and minerals, and
nll thot rolates to thosc things =nd all that we produce with our hends ~nd mi-
nds and oll thot we raise from ourown endeavours and enterprise; so that =21l
belongs to the people for the people.

When the people are free the land nlso will be freec. There can be no fro-
cdom whatsoever until we have a Tevolution which will liberctc us from the chro-
ins of imperinlism and the manipulations of copitalism. Realizing this foct, we
can: but draw ome conclusion, and that is the struggle ogninst imperialism can
only end in victory by first destroying capitalism and to weaken capitalism in
colonianl Wales we must nlso engage in the struggle against imperialism.

Far above all elsc, it is copitnalism which is the arch: enemy of our coun—
try ond our peoplo.If capitalism roem~ins in any shape or form within the bou-
ndarics of our l-nd then so will impericlism.For copitalism will provide imper—
ialism with the ways and means of implenting still the policics of imperinlism
and colonialism in Wales, thus the oppression mnd exploitation of our people,
our land ~nd all that is rightly ours will continue.

Capitolism con and will be quick to absorb any shocks,and can,if the leco-
pard can't,change its spots-capitolism will very reodily assume o benevolent
Hational"outlook" and Identify with and thus support,by any meons open to it—

2 renctionary (right wing,"libernl"or social democrotic) government,all forms

of petty native capitalism ond n nco-colonial bourgooisc cstablishment approving
o status quo and native systom of exploitation ond tyrrany.Copitelism will whol-
eheartedly nssist the shaping of a "free Wales" which would be no mere thon a
neo-colony mnd internationnl wnit for further exploitotion by ;nglo/gmerican/Eu—
ropean imperialism and capitalism.We would be dominatcd by the Coca-coln imperi-
alism that bombed Vietnam and props up political crooks throughout South Americn,
whilst the petty native capitalist would be a mere front mam snd the lords of our
"froe Wales" would become the middle-men of corruptiow working on bchalf of impe-
rial governments of the international copitaligt system,Wales "free" or colonized
would remain on arca for copitalist exspansion ~md exploitation, secured by dict-
atorships and shared Wy politicions and "wise-guys.-This will be the frec Wales
the Dominion Wales of Plnid Cymru or the federal Wales of the Rogionalists.

It is the duty of the Wolsh Socialist Vonguard to prevent this happening
by warning the people, educating them of tihe dangers which face thom, and by pre-
paring mnd equiping so that they will be able to resist such o continuntion of
oppression and aggression.

In the struggle against imperialism/capitalism, the trades union movement
in Wales will pley = mojor part. The organized masses of workers must unmite ns
one industrial union to woge the struggle on the industrial front nt the some
time assisting im the struggles on other fronts.The united and orgonized work-—
ing class in Wales must come to realizo that only in unity ond solidarity bot-
woen workoers con they achieve victory over the bosses, the hrngers—om and the
lackics.At the same time the pcople in their communitics must organize to pro-
scrve mnd dofend their communitices.Community nction groups and social groups
must como togethor collectively with minopity -md cultural groups and weld a
strong peoples action movoment throughout the land,

The struggle agoinst imperinlism/copitelism must be the struggle of the
organized end united people imtheir communitics and by the. r workers in the feo-
torics and on the Tond.









E Ver,mind‘suoh'baso,cgrnal thoughts as concern work and wages
ives unclouded by poveriy. 7

d! The rackronting landlordsis ho not also am Irishman,and whore-

,haje him? Nay let us not spoak harshly of our brother - yea,even

ises our ront.

froc Ircland! The profit-grinding capitalist,who robs us of three-fourths of

' P ite of our labour,vwho sucke the very marrow of our bones when we are young,

and then throws us out in the stroct,like a worn—out tool when we are grown pre-—

maturely old in his service,is He not an Irishman,and mayhap a patriot,and where-

forec should wo think harshly of him?

Iot us froo Ireland! '"The land thot bred and bore us'.And the landlord who makos us
pay for permission to live upom it.Whoop it up for liberty!

Lot us frec Ireland,! saoys the patriot who won't touch socialism.Lot us all joim
together and cr-r-rush the br-r-rutal Saxon.Let us all join together,says he,all
classes and crecds.And,says the town worker,after weo have crushed the Saxon and

freed Ireland,what will we do? OH,thon you can go back to your slums as before, |
Whopp it up for liberty! g
And says the agricultural workers,zfter we have frecd Ircland,what then? Oh,them i
you can go scraping around for the landlord's rent or thc money=lenders' interost:

i same as before.iWhoop it up for liberty!

45 Aftor Ireland is free,says the patriot wha wont touch socialism,we will protect all

*  closscs,and if you wonjt pay your rent you will be ovicted same as now.But the

evicting party,under commend of the sheriff,will wear greem uniforms and the Harp !

without the Crowm,ond the warrant turning you out on the roadside will be stamped

with the arms of the Irish Republic.Now isn't that worth fighting For?

And when you cannot find employment,and,giving up the struggle of life in despair,

entor the poorhousc,the band of the ncarcst regiment of the Irish army will escort

you to the poorhouse door to the tune of tST,Patrick's Day'.Oh! itt will be nicc to

live in those days!

tWith the green flag floating o'er us' and an ever increasing army of uncmployed

workers wnlking about under the Green Flag,wishing they had somcthing to cat.Same
as now! Whoop it up for liberty¥

Now,my friend,I also am Iirish,but T'm a bit more logical.The capitalist,I say,is a

parasitc on industrysas useless in the presont stage of our industrial development :
as any other parasite in the animal or vegetable world is to the life of the animal §

or vegetable on which it feeds. i

The working class is the victim of this porasitec - this humamr lecch,and it is the

duty and the interest of the working class to use overy means in its power to oust

this parasite class from the position which cnables it to thus prey onm the vitals

of labour.

Thercfore,I saym,let us organisc as a class 1o mect our masters and destroy their

mastershipgorganise to drive them from thoir hold upon public life through their B

political powerjorganise to wronch from thoir robber's clutch the land and work-— i
shops om and in which they enslave usgorganise to cleanse our sociezl life from the ¢
atain of social cannibalism,from the preying of men upon his fellow men.

Orgaiise for n full,frece and happy life FOR ALL OR FOR NONE,

1The Workers' Bopublic! 1899.

Jemes Connolly,Cemmander in Chicf of the Trish Citizen Army during the I9I6 Dublin
Rising,was a staunch socialist republicen who saw the folly of fighting to free a
country from foreign occupation whilst allowing it to remain under the domination
of capitalism,both forcign and native. Thoreca reg sadly, many Welsh Republicans who
have not yot achicved Connolly's political maturity or lecarnt from Ircland's sad
history. We hope thoy will sce the relevance of Conmolly's article to Walcs.
Conmolly was shot by the British Army,for his part in tho rising,whilst strapped
t0 a chair. Ho was too weok to stand duc to an extromely painful wound he had
received during the Pighting,his ankle bone having been shot awey. He was buricd
in an unmarked grave in o Dublin prisom.
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