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THE TRUE FACE of the Provisional IRA was revealed in the
Republic last December when a soldier and a garda recruit were
murdered in Ballinamore.

The murders also revealed a deep-rooted ambivalence in Irish
society towards terrorism. The widespread condemnations which
followed the Ballinamore murders contrasted sharply to the
indifferent silence which follows murder north of the Border.
Indeed, violence in Northern Ireland is barely considered news-
worthy by the Republic's news media. Underlying this is an
attitude which suggests that British Army, RUC and UDR
personnel are ‘legitimate targets’. And if civilians are sometimes
murdered or maimed, that's too bad but there's a war going...
isn't there?

The Provisional IRA say there is. They claim that they, on behalf
of the (Roman Cathalic) Irish people are waging a ‘war of national
liberation’. They invoke the ‘dead generations’ to back up their
spurious claim. Conveniently for the Provisionals, the dead are in
no position to answer back. And the clerical leadership of the
Roman Catholic people presents no great problem eithgr.

Cardinal Tomas O Fiaich’s recent comments on membership of,
and support for, Sinn Féin (the ‘political wing' of the Provisional
IRA) reached new heights in ambivalence. His failure to make an
outright condemnation of the Provisionals and Provisionalism will
be interpreted by the terrorists as confirmation of their political
hegemony among Northern Ireland’s Roman Catholics. And it will
further fuel the suspicions and fears of the Protestant community.

This fits in perfectly with the strategy of tension being pursued
by the terrorists, the ultimate aim of which is a sectarian civil war.

The only way this strategy can be thwarted is to bring the full
weight of democracy to bear against the murderers and their
accomplices. This requires an immediate end to ambivalence —
from whatever quarter; there can be no ‘ifs’ or ‘buts’ about
terrorism. It also requires the active participation of the mass of
the people in the struggle against terrorism. And it requires
committed political leadership to prosecute the struggle.

The first step in the struggle is to recognise that the terrorists.
(sometimes known as ‘the lads’) and their fellow-travellers are in
our midst. This is simply to recognise as Brecht did: ‘The
murderers — my country’.

It should be recognised also that the terrorists seek to reduce
politics to an armed confrontation. In this scenario, political issues
are resolved by shoot-outs between elite terrorist gangs and elite
State gangs. While there is an obvious need for improved police
training and organisation, the fight against terrorism cannot be left
to the police alone. At best, they can only deal with the
symptoms.

The terrorists therefore must be isolated, and not allowed to
masquerade as ‘patriots’, ‘freedom fighters’ or under any such
grandiose titles. Their deadly mixture of the Armalite and the
ballot box must be rejected. And their claims to speak and act on
behalf of ‘the people’ must be repudiated — something which can
be done most convincingly by the people themselves.

In the last analysis, the tyranny of terrorism can only be over-
thrown by mass democratic action. There exists in Irish society a
great potential for democratic struggle. Given the correct political
leadership that potential can be realised, and its realisation will
assist both in the conclusive defeat of terrorism and in the renewal

and strengthening of democracy.
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Folk hero

A NEW faolk-hero has emerged
among California’s Irish-
American community. He is a
former Vietnam veteran,
policeman, and San Francisco
city councillor, Dan White, who
was released last month from
Soledad prison.

Dan White murdered San
Francisco Mayor George
Moscone and city official
Harvey Milk in November 1978.
He then visited a church to pray
and turned himself in.

He was subsequently
sentenced to seven years
imprisonment — not for murder
but for ‘voluntary man-
slaughter’. His lawyers argued
temporary diminished ‘mental
capacity’ on the grounds that
White had overdosed on sugary
junk food, his diet in times of
stress. The ‘Twinkie’ defence,
named after White's favourite
doughnut, became part of US
legal history.

Four books have been written
about the case, and three plays
staged in San Francisco. White,
who has refused to speak to
the press, is writing his life
story. This has prompted
Democrats to introduce a ‘Dan
White Bill in the California
Leglislature to allow the state to
seize any money made by
criminals who write about their
exploits, and turn it over to
victims or their heirs.

The reason for White's
popularity with Irish-Americans?
One of his victims, Harvey Milk,
was homosexual. Obviously a
case of ‘the family that prays
together, slays together’.

Hard times

IF YOU THINK time are hard,
spare a thought for our less
fortunate porcine brethern.

The plight of the nation’s
pigs was revealed recently
when the Senats passed draft
regulations to Increase
vaterinary inspection fees for
cattle, sheep, horsas and pigs.

Senator John Ellis described
the increase for pigs from 72p
to £1.10 as savage, 'since evary
plg in the country was dying in
debt and very few left a clean
slate behind him'.

Somathing to think about the
next time you savour a sausage
or relish a rasherl

No to smoking

AN anti-smoking campaign,
organised jointly by RTE and

the Health Education Bureau,
was launched on RTE's
“Youngline' programme on 9th
January., The campaign will run
throughout the Spring and is

human
ir doctri
m.ﬁm hut a
suffered o
pans of at
life so far

to blow up the wedd!

Labour fears

THE LABOUR PARTY is lobby-
ing strongly within the Coalition
government for a postponement
of the Local Government
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Just two days before Christmas, Liam Kavanagh, Minister for
the m..: vironment, announced the postponement of the Local
Elections due to be held in June. Workers Life predicted the

postponement (see above) in the July/August issue, and also
the excuse which Mr Kavanagh put forward.

aimed at young people from
fourth class in primary schools
to Intermediate Certificate
students in second lavel
schools. i

Mary Dinan, the presenter of
young peoples’ programmes on
RTE, will promote the campaign
through "Youngline' and will
appear on the poster which will
be sent to the relevant classes
in each school, The postar
urges pupils to state thair
intention to give up smoking or
remain non-smokers by
declaring themsalves a ‘Smoke
Free Zone',

Pupils are &lso invited to give
suggestions for an anti-smoking

f

slogan. Selacted slogans will be
read out on ‘Youngline® during
the campaign and a cheque for
£500 will be awarded on the
programme to the winning
school,

‘As current research is
showing an ever increasing
number. of young people
smoking, we feel that this is a
very worthwhile campaign,’ said
Dr Harry Crawley, Director of
the Health Education Bursay.
‘We are very pleased 1o be able
to co-operate with RTE in
resching this important
audienca.’

Peace

TOMAS MAC GIOLLA TD,
President of Tha Workers” Party
in 8 New Yaar's statement
summed up the first full year of
the Coalition’s disastrous
handling of the economy in
biting terms. “Increased
texstion, reduced social weltare
paymeants, higher bus and rail
fares, new charges for local
services, and wagse increases
well below the rate of infiation
have all contributed to a serious
reduction in the standard of
living for the majority of
working people,” he said.

Mr Mac Giolla attacked the
“racist and sectarian philosophy
of Provisionalism’® and called
for “‘the building of working
class unity and the strength-
ening of democratic institutions
both in Northern Ireland and
the Republic™ as the only
means to free “the country
from the scourge of the
Provisionals and other para-
militaries’’.

During 1984 the Party, he
said would be encouraging into
its ranks those “who were sick
of corruption, unemployment,
exploitation, and human misery;
those who want peace on our
island, who want an end to
fears of international carnage
and destruction; those who
want to create a democratic,
secular, socialist society’’, he
said.

Public sector

THE Public Services Committee
of the Irish Congress of Trade
Unions has launched a publicity
drive to make people more
aware of the role of the public
service. The public service plays
an essential role in the
operations of the economic and
social matters in the stats.

The Committee, which rep-
rasents one hundred and fifty
thousand workers throughout
the health, education, local
authority and civil services,
believes that the ill-informed
and prejudiced attacks made on
the public service have
contributad to a lack of
understanding by the public of
the role of the services
provided.

Public services axist due to
the policies and legislation of
SUCCESSIVe governments.
Indeed, thess policies were the
basis on which these govern-
ments and local represantatives
were slected. To implement
these decisions taken at central
and local government level, the
politicians have decided to
recruit and organisa staff,
Attacks against the functions of
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THAT'S LIFE

tha public service are attacks on
the basis on which politicians
were elected.

The major items of ex-
penditure are education — this
is understandable as we have
the youngest population in
Western Europe; health —
again this is understandable in
view of the very high
dependency ratio in the
population; and social welfare
— the unprecedented levels of
people unemployued and the
continued existence of real
poverty in the country readily
explain this area.

Elsewhere the public services
provide essential services and
practical assistance to the
agricultural, industrial and
commercial sectors,

The public has been sub-
jected for some time to a
barrage of criticism against the
public service. Unfortunately
these critics seem to gain wide-
spread media coverage when
they make their utterances. The
end result is that the views held
by the public on these matters
in many cases are far from
being the real situation.

The Committee is issuing
posters and leaflets to affiliated
unions. It wants the workers in
the public service to regain their
pride in the work they carry
out.

Eye-opener

LABOUR PARTY strategists still
puzzled by the party’'s poor
showing in the Dublin Central
by-election should take note of
recent comments by their
Leadar,

Prior to the by-election, Dick
Spring’s contact with Dublin
Central began and ended with
the Labour Party offices in
Gardiner Place. The by-election
campaign proved an eye-
opener: ‘If you had tried to tell
me befora Dublin Central about
the leval of deprivation in that
area,’ ha told the /rish Times, ‘|
wouldn't have beliaved you,
and peopla In country places
wouldn’t have believed ma if |
had told them about it.”

Littla wonder that the
electorate of Dublin Central
were In no mood to believe the
Labour Partyl

Drug problem

A CORRESPONDENT has
drawn our attention to two
interesting articles which
appearad in Dacember 1983 in
tha [nternational Herald Tribune
and the Dally Telegraph
respectively,

Jim Nordhaimer writes of
Dublin as a city “that is

DID YoUR PARENTS LET YoU WATCH THE
TELEVISION SHOW ABoUT MIGLEAE WAR 7

beginning to fear its young”.
And goes on to spell out the
problem of the growing number
of heroin users, now estimated
to be close on 6,000.

“Five years ago there was no
heroin and little crime and now
the papers carry articles every
day about addicts, girls as well
as boys, who have turned to
theft and burglaries to pay for
drugs. The same papers say the
country’'s economy, one of the
weakest in Europe, has little
chance of offering new jobs for
the young in this decade.”

A picture we all know too
well.

In the Daily Telegraph
diplomatic correspondent David
Adamson gives chapter and
verse on the heroin trade from
the still feudal dominated
mountains of Afghanistan and
that equally well-known home
of “liberty’” Pakistan.

Ninety per cent of heroin sold -

in these islands comes from this
region. From Afghanistan alone
there is an estimated 400 tons
flowing onto the Western
markets through the Landi
Kotal bazaar in Pakistan.

According to Adamson, “the
major dealers in the country are
wel known'' but the chances of
any being arrested in Western
orientated Pakistan are “not
great”.

We hear a lot about Sovist
intervention in Afghanistan so
wouldn’t it be a good idea if
Irish Foreign Ministar Barry,
now in Stockholme, sought the
assistance of the USSR in
stamping out this monstrous
traffic which is reaching
epidemic proportions in Dublin?

ITGWU

CONGRATULATIONS to the
Irish Transport and General
Workers® Union which
celebrated its 76th Anniversary

TUE PRRT WHEN T ASKED TheEW, WHAT
THEY WERE GOMNG To Do ABOUT 1T

N .
. _“_)WN

last month.

The following are the answers to 1
our New Year Quiz. The winner,
Patricia Hamilton, 58 Glenhill
Road, Finglas, receives & copy of
Martyn Turner's ‘The Book'.

1. Which development
authority chief suspended his
chief accountant and demoted
his publicity officer but ended up
losing his own job? Frank Flynn,
Udarés na Gaeltachta

2. Which lIrish politician boasts
a TD's pension, a Ministerial
pension, a Euro pension, £75,000
travelling expenses and a wage
of over £800 a week? Prasident
Hillery

3. Which union conference this
year called for all their members
to be issued with guns for use at
work and at home? The Prison
Officers’ Association

4, Name the new trade union
formed in 18983 which failed to
lodge a deposit of £5,000 with

the High Court or notify
Congress of its intention of
applying for a negotiating
licence? The Irish National

Bricklayers’ and Associated
Craftsmen’s Trade Union

5. Name the Archbishop who
said thst he couldn’t see any
protesters as hundreds chanted
‘Remember Romero' at him
before he wined and dined with
US Vice-President Bush in
Dublin? Archbishop Ryan

6. Name the only Fianna Fail
backbencher TD with the
courage to publicly challenge
Haughey's moral blackmail over
the ‘pro-life’ amandment? Mary
Harneay

7. Which building and property
firm jailed two workers for non-
payment of ground rents?
Mcinernays

8. Which politician said of a
party collsague: "He's a bollocks
and you can quote me'? Dick

Spring

Liberty, the Union's journal,
in its January issue states “At
the present time, the Union has
over 160,000 members across
every industrial sector and at
every level.

“There are now seven
branches of the Union catering
almost exclusively for white
collar workers — and with over
25,000 members in this sector
the ITGWU is in fact the
biggest white collar union in the
country.

“In this way, the dream of
the founders, contsinad in the
motto, ‘One Big Union’, has
made the [TGWLU the most
powerful and influential
workers’ organisation in
Ireland.”

9. Which Director of Elections
introduced his party’s candidate
to Dublin Central as ‘s three-
time’ loser? Bertie Aherne
10. The centenary of tha death
of which great political thinker
occurred in 18837 Karl Marx
11. Which head of state said of
his country’'s invasion of
another: “We got there — justin
time'? Ronald Reagan
12. Name the film to which
British Defence Minister,
Michael Heseltine demanded the
right of reply? The Day After
13. Name the politician who said
following the ‘pro-life’ amend-
ment: ‘No one should misinter-
pret the signs that have been
given last week. No Church, be it
Catholic or Protestant, will
dictate the laws or the Con-
stitution of this State, which will
be decided by the people and
their political representatives in
accordance with their own life’?
Bertie Aherne
14. Name the 76 year-old boss
of a ‘guarantsed Irish’ insurance
company who finally retired in
15837 Joe Moora, PMPA
15. How mtany of the Labour
members of the European Parlia-
ment are elected members?
None
16. Name the parties abstaining
from the Northern Ireland
Assembly? SDLP; Sinn Féin;
OuUP
17. Name the Brtish Roman
Catholic clergyman playing a
lsading role in CND? Bruce Kent
18. Who was electsd Deputy
Leader of the Brtish Labour
Party? Roy Hattersley
19. Who is the longest serving
President of an Irish political
party/ Tomas Mac Giolla
20. Who socked it to whom in a
Martyn Tumer cartoon? The
Workers’ Party to Dick Spring
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POLITICAL LIFE

CHARLES HAUGHEY

A WORKING CLASS

HERO?

‘Among the Republic’s leading politicians, ;ﬂa:m}&_
epitomises what the working-class most admires in a
man..."

The above statement is nof an abstract from the recent
infamous instruction manual issued to all cumainn
PROs from the Fianna Fail headquarters. Rather is it
taken from independent commentator and Irish
Catholic Nationalist philosopher, Desmond Fennell. In
fact, the statement represents Fennell’s main thesis to
which he felt obliged to return on two successive weeks
in his Sunday Press analysis of the pre-Xmas IMS
opinion poll. Although he is ‘the bogey man of the
English establishment, Fleet Street and Northern
Unionists’ Haughey is, according to Fennell, ‘by a long
stretch the favourite politician of the Republic’s
working class’.

From his leisurely exile in Connemara, and as a
literate man one must conclude that Mr Fennell is aware
of the treatment his working class idol receives from Joe
Joyce and Peter Murtagh in 7he Boss. Indeed Mr
Fennell’s timely piece leaves the impression that it has
been prompted by the contents of The Boss, and the
IMS opinion poll'is merely a convenient vehicle for Mr
Eennell to re-assert the real Haughey. ‘The Dublin
media by and large,” says Fennell ‘show the same
preference... as the English establishment.’ In Fennell's
view of things Joyce and Murtagh are clearly in this
camp,

Coincidentally on the same Sunday Mr Fennell's chief
rival for the position of High Priest of Irish National-
ism, Mr Vincent Browne (who brought us the New
Sanitized McGlinchey Show alias Robin Hood) con-
tributed' his' own tuppence worth to the Haughey re-
habilitation campaign. Unlike Fennell, however
Browne admitted that the object of his Sunday Tribune
profile was to attempt a rebuttal of The Boss, ‘the best
book to be published on contemporary Irish politics’
This was a generous aside from a man who has nﬂmcﬁ
lished something of a reputation for himself as the
author and publisher of ‘Folen’s Notes’ of Irish politics
for Inter-Cert students and other beginners.: 1 oyce and
Murtagh may not however rest on their laurels; it has

MAIRTIN NAUGHTON responds to
the current media campaign to
advance the political fortunes of
Charles Haughey

not escaped Browne’s notice that their work ‘betrays a
prevalent contempt for Haughey’ and worse, like
Fennell, he detects ‘a contempt laced with class under-
tones and a sneering disregard for anything or anyone
““tainted”” with Republicanism’.

JUSTIFICATION

Whereas Fennell’s literacy and philosophical clarity
enables him to set out his case with precision, Browne’s
apologia is woeful. In a longwinded, meandering, con-
fused, begrudging and illogical statement he succeeds in
revealing more about himself than he does about
Haughey. He either sees nothing remarkable in the
extraordinary events chronicled in The Boss, or he
justifies this by reference to the alleged conduct of
‘previous Taoisigh’ or other ‘Ministers for Justice,
Cooney and Collins’. The tapping of the phones of two
journalists was a ‘venal abuse’ and all the notoriety
which it attracted caused Browne to ‘wonder what was
so terrible that when (my) own phones were tapped by
order of several Ministers for Justice (including
Doherty) for a period of several years’.

If Browne were to re-read his own article — although
reluctance to to do would be understandable — it may
help him to understand why the tapping of his phone
did not provoke the same public outrage as surrounded
the cases of Bruce Arnold and Geraldine Kennedy. For
example, referring to the Arms Crisis, Browne writes
that ..&.n only thing (Haughey) did wrong was to refuse
to admit his role in the attempted arms importations?!
Clearly, in certain respects it is not very difficult to
measure up to the standards which Browne expects
although he deplores the fact that Haughey did not
demonstrate the same ‘courage’ he showed during the
Falklands war when dealing with the British ‘in the

68 WORKERS LIFE
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POLITICAL LIFE

THE WAY
FORWARD

The Boss points ‘The Way Backwards’

months of April and May 1981 when the H-Block
hunger strikes were reaching their climax’.

Browne goes on to make the extraordinary charge
that ‘the behaviour of the Gardai over the past decade
and the complicity of Ministers for Justice with what
has gone on has been a far greater scandal than anything
done by Doherty’. He concedes that ‘Doherty’s attempt
to subvert the course of justice in the Roscommon area
is thoroughly documented in The Boss but one wonders
what the hullabaloo was all about’. Sure is it not a fact
‘that the Gardai have been interfered with and abused
by politicians arid successive Ministers for Justice for
years?’ .

All of this has prompted long-time Haughey loyalist
John Healy to wonder: ‘Do I detect the start of a
<‘]_et’s-be-nice-to-Charlie-session’’?’ Healy knows he is
right.

CONNECTION
This developoment, of course, is not solely due to the

publication of The Boss but there is a definite
connection. The authors have done little more than
diligently chronicle ‘the grotesque, unbelievable, bizarre
and unprecedented’ events of Mr Haughey's govern-
ment of nine months in 1982. Whereas we all lived
through that period there is something chilling about
seeing it all between two covers. Although it is an all too
rare achievement for investigative journalism in this
country, it carefully eschews conclusions. Nonetheless it
is an appalling indictment of Haughey and his chosen
administration.

He emerges as a man who wanted power for its own
sake and used it primarily in an attempt to stay in
power. Surrounded by aides who told him what he
wanted to hear, he appointed Ministers of similar ilk.
On the night he first became Taoiseach, Noel Browne

described him in the Déil as a mixture of former US"

President Nixon and the Portugese dictator, Salazar and
wondered if Haughey would hand over power if defeat-
ed in a subsequent election. Well Haughey did hand
over power but not before some extraordinary things
happened in the attempt to avoid having to do so. Like
the original Boss, Mayor Daley of Chicago, Haughey
seemed to regard the police as his personal staff whose
task it was to patrol his fiefdom, spy on his enemies and
protect his reign. He would clearly like to run the State
the way Daley ran Chicago, and he clearly longed for
the kind of security of tenure which Daley enjoyed.

So what kind of man is this who ‘epitomises what the
working class most admires in a man’? He is very
wealthy and has never sought to explain the source of
that wealth. Neither has he challenged the usual ex-
planation, which is that he used his position and
information as member of Government to accumulate
that wealth especially during the building boom of the
Sixties. This man supposedly so revered by the working
class resides in a twelve-bedroom Georgian mansion
designed by James Gandon ‘complete with four
reception rooms and a ballroom’. Leisure time may find
him walking his 280 acre estate or resting in his purpose-
built island refuge off the Kerry coast. (Unfortunately
communications to the island are sometimes difficult as
former Attorney General Patrick Connolly discovered
when he found the Taoiseach unable ‘to grasp the
significance of events’ when Connolly rang to tell
Haughey that his house guest Malcolm McArthur had
been charged with murder.)

‘STATESMAN’

Alternately, our working class hero may be out sur-
veying his stables the occupants of which include a
racehouse called Aristocracy. In this ambience Haughey
lives ‘like a country squire, delighting in the pastimes of
the displaced aristocracy, hunting, breeding horses,
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patronising the arts and enjoying the high life’.

Joyce and Murtagh get on with the story of
Haughey’s nine months in power with very few flights
of fancy. And even then how many would disagree with
the following: ‘In power, Haughey behaved like an
actor, savouring the role that had been given to him.
The main point about power was that it thrust Haughey
into the limelight, all day for every day that he kept it.
He loved the trappings of power, the reaction of people
to the Taoiseach, the ability to have his whims gratified.
He played the role for all that it was worth, occasionally
hamming it up by replacing comment with imperious
waves of the hand. He never wore a watch, relying on
some aide to have him wherever he should be on time.
He adopted a statesman-like walk which, like his
method of deliverng speeches or comments, was slow
and measured.’

Are these the qualities which ‘epitomise what the
working class most admires in a man’? If Mr Fennell’s
source document had been the RTE TAM ratings
(instead of the IMS op nion poll) he would probably
have us believe that Irish workers would elect JR Ewing
as their shop steward because of the popularity of
““‘Dallas’’ among the working class.

The other possible explanation lies in what seems to
be Mr Fennell’s opinion of the working class: ‘The
working class think, judge and act instinctively while the
middle class are suspicious of instinct and try to be
guided by reason.’

n<<o_‘_6qm Life — a
most impressive
journal;

is the high quality
of the writing)

* SAM McAUGHTREY: ‘the Voice of Leftish
Ulster Protestantism inclined Towards Trade
Unionism, the Workers' Party and a Bit of g
Gamble but Not Above Staying in Bloom's
Hotel..." (Irish Times 5/1/1983)

8 WORKERS LIFE

its strongest feature

INSULTING
This is the classic distinction between human beings and

monkeys. Is Mr Fennell arguing that the Irish working
class are not far removed from monkeys and/or that Mr
Haughey has mass appeal for monkeys? Either way Mr
Haughey is unlikely to mind so long as they have votes,
but the argument is insulting to the Irish working class
who have never been presented with a socialist alter-
native until the recent emergence of The Workers’
Party. Mr Fennell dismisses the claims of both the
Labour Party and the Workers® Party to spezk for the
working class because Haughey ‘is entitled 1o be its
spokesman’. Apparently Haughey enjoys this natural
‘entitlement’ because the working class, according to

Fennell, ‘frankly admire “‘strokes’’ and all other sorts

of clever dealing which don’t offend against basic loyal-
ties’. These loyalties by which the working class ‘set
much store’ are loyalty to ‘persons, parties and
nation’.

It is undoubtedly this ‘loyalty to nation’ and a feeling
of affinity with Haughey in this regard that has inspired
Fennell to such fantasy. Anvbody desperate enough to
understand Mr Fennell’s concept of the nation may wish
to study his The State of the Nation. Suffice it to say
that the political leader whose loyalty to Mr Fennell’s

‘nation is least suspect is Charles J Haughey. After all in

1969/70 when men were men, Mr Haughey put tax-
payers’ money where his mouth was. Wasn’'t he the
author of the ‘pro-life’ Amendment to the Constitution,

‘SAY ITAGAIN SAM...
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POLITICAL LIFE

‘Hail Fellow Well Met’

and didn’t he emerge during that campaign as a modern
Defender of the Faith? Did he not re-assert the values of
the nation when others were backsliding at the New
Ireland Forum?

In the eyes of its supporters Fianna Fail and the
Nation have always been indistinguishable. Haughey,
however, like Louis XIV began to identify himself with
the Nation. Consequently he seemed to have convinced

himself that his opponents were by definition ‘anti-
national’.

FLEXIBILITY OF PRINCIPLE /

In practice, however, Haughey demonstrated the same

flexibility of principle on Northern Ireland as character-
ised his approach to other issues. According to The Boss
Haughey left the Workers’ Party with ‘the impression
that (he) would not actively oppose the Assembly plan’.
He gave a very different undertaking to Blaney and his
supporters. He became so euphoric about the ‘historic
breakthrough’ at the Dublin summit with Thatcher that
in a script prepared for the Ard Fheis ‘he declared
confidently’ say Joyce and Murtagh that ‘the road to
unity would be clearly visible within a year’. But when
asked at a Cabinet meeting to explain what was going on
and the implications of ‘the totality of relationships’ he
said: ‘I can tell you, between these four walls, that
what’s been going on is nothing.’

At one stage he made much of his ‘unique relation-
ship’ with Thatcher; later he dispensed with the
traditional Cabinet Security Committee and organised
the top level briefing where the head of Garda
Intelligence, Two-Gun Joe Ainsworth, explained why

the Criminal Law Jurisdiction Act would no longer be
enforced apparently because of his belief that ‘the
Provisional IRA would bring their war to the South’ if
the Government of the Republic continued to operate
the Act.

All of this transpired in 1982 which, according to
Vincent Browne, was ‘Haughey’s best year’!

What are the implications of all this for democrats
and socialists? If Haughey and his closest Ministers
were prepared to use the full apparatus of the State to
crush dissent within their own Party, what would they
be prepared to do against ‘enemies’ outside the Party?
If smears, bugging, harassment and bribes are weapons
to be used against Party colleagues, why shouldn’t the
same weapons be turned on ‘anti-establishment’ parties
with greater ferocity at the appropriate time?

And how does the ‘respectable’ wing of Fianna Fail
come through? Not very well. They were prepared to
facilitate big business in removing Haughey. Having got
rid of Haughey they were willing to do the bidding of
big business. The manifest stench of corruption sur-
rounding Haughey became unacceptable to those who
call the shots in our ‘democracy’; he must be gotten rid
of and replaced by someone who would also take the
shilling but with the proper image. Otherwise, Mr
Fennell’s working class might revolt. The plan failed
primarily because of the incompetence of those selected
to implement it.

And now that Mr Haughey has survived and may
indeed be ‘Boss’ again, the Fennells and Brownes are
busy sweeping 1982 under the carpet while elsewhere

bridge-building continues apace.
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ECONOMIC LIFE

WHAT THEY WANTED
FROM THE BUDGET

A NEW Budget enables us to
measure the increased burdens
which ordinary people are forced
to carry. Experience over the
past few years has led us to
expect additional burdens with
each new Budget. A combination
of increased taxation and cuts in
social spending has steadily
forced down the standard of
living of ordinary people. We are
now one of the most highly taxed
countries in the world.

Tax bands were not raised to
keep pace with pay inceases —
increases made necessary because
of the ever upward spiral of
inflation. This simple device,
fixing tax bands to an old level
meant that, over a period of
years, the amount of tax paid by
wage and salary earners crept up
and up.

Before each Budget various in-
terests in the economy make rep-
resentations which they hope will
influence government Budget
decisions. Some of those making
submissions can be more
optimistic about their chances of
success than others. The govern-
ment does, without doubt,
represent Private Enterprise.

Private Enterprise wants the
government to move towards a
balanced Budgel and at the same
time refrain from either impos-
ing new taxes on Private Enter-
prise or putting a break on the
numerous government hand-outs
to Private Enterprise.

The main line of attack made
by spokespersons for Private
Enterprise in their various
submissions in relation to the
Budget can be summed up under
four headings: (1) reduce overall
Exchequer borrowing require-
ments; (2) reduce and control the
Budget deficit; (3) minimise the
possible adverse effects on

people with low incomes; (4)

achieve moderation in pay policy

in order to reverse the substantial
decline in recent years on both
the home and export markets.

Point four ignores the fact
that, with the exception of
Greece, we have the lowest pay in
Europe.

Cuts in government spending
which all employer organisations
have called for in the Budget,
cannot take place in a vacuum,
In 1983 total government spend-
ing amounted to £5,490,339,000.
A total of £920,826,000 was
voted for Social Welfare pay-
ments. Cuts in Social Welfare
payments impose severe hard-
ships on the unemployed and the
sick.

The high level of unemploy-
ment — 15.5%, the highest in the
EEC — obviously restricts
spending on the home market
and reduces government income
from taxation both directly and
indirectly. People on Social
Welfare do not receive a
sufficiently large income to pay
tax and they cannot afford to
buy items that are heavily taxed,

ENERGY COSTS
Some of the proposals made in
the Confederation of [rish
Industry submissions to the gov-
ernment are reasonable although
they do manage to move the
blame for the present crisis away
from their own door. The
submission to bring electricity
charges down to the EEC
E._n__.mmn |_.n a cut of 25% 50w —
could make a savi i :
of £50 million. s i
It m.m. obvious that we need an
n_n..::ﬂ._u. Benerating capacity
which uses g cheap fuel 1o
generate  electricity by the
employers do not say this. The
government in fact uses the ESR
to impose a hidden laxation. The
mm.m 1S now forced ta find £20
million in rates charged on jis

EFamonn Smullen

plant and must also pay a tax on
its oil imports of 10%. The ESB
is, of course, compelled to re-
cover these payments to the gov-
ernment by charging more for
electricity. The employers do not
give the real reason for the high
price of electricity because it is a
fundamental principle with their
organisations to attack the state
companies and State Enterprise.

High tax on all forms of oil
energy put a heavy charge on the
whole economy. Private Enter-
prise interests never call for a
national energy policy which
would include the building of an
oil refining capacity to meet our
energy needs. If we possessd this
capacity we could then scek food
for oil barter deals with countries
like Nigeria.

The Confederation of Irish In-
dustry’s call to cut employers’
PRSI payments — saving £70
million for them — must be
examined against their call to
increase public sector workers'
PRSI payments by 2%. This
would, they say, vield £55
million. It means that the Con-
federation of Irish Industry are
advocating that the greater part
of the PRSI contributions they
wanl 1o escape paying should be
carried by public  sector
employees. A typical piece of
Private Enterprise reasoning.

It is not surprising that the CII
also called for the removal of
VAT at point of entry. They
claim that this would save Emm_
mn__._..:_.;m:.mmn: COsSiS [0 com-
panies and to the State. It is
difficult to see why this should be
d problem — if VAT must be
paid, the same amount of clerical
work is involved no marter
whether the bill is paid sooner or
later.

But before this tax was im-
posed at point of entry the State
lost an estimated £200 million in

one year through varous
schemes to avoid and otherwise
dodge paying it.

In relation to “the VAT ai
point of entry’’ part of the Cll
submission, they list a cash-flow
cost to industry of £40 million.
The cash-flow problem thes
complain about could be
removed by extending the
bonded warehouse principle to
cover all imports,

GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE
All employers' organisations are
campaigning for vigorous cuts in
current government expenditure
and quote an example that such
spending was 37% of the Gross
National Product in 1970 and
that it is now 70% of the GNP.

To put the matter bluntly this
argument is rubbish. The real
solution to the problem is to
increase the Gross National
Product in real terms by the
increased sale of output from
industry and from the land.

The employers lament that the
government spends a greaier
proportion of the GNP than &
the case in the USA, in Japan or
Switzerland — 30% - 33%p, This
i1s a dishonest argument. The
USA, Japan and Switzerland are
modern, industrialised nations
with high levels of output. This
well-known fact is not mentioned
in the CII submission.

It is &lso well-known that
investment, by Private Enter-
prise, in the Irish economy is
falling, i.e. investmen: in the
productive sectors — manufac-
turing and construction — not
property speculation. It is also 2
well-known fact that the govern-
ment spends a lot of money
atiempting to breathe life into
some sections of Private Enter-
prise.

There are signs of increasing
opposition to the high levels of
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indirect taxation — one of the
highest in the world. It loses jobs
and — although the employers
do not have to pay the tax — it is
bad for business.

A deputation from the Society
of the Irish Motor Industry told
the Minister for Finance that
more new cars were sold in
Northern Ireland in 1983 than
were sold in the Republic. They
produced figures to support the
case they were making. In the
first ten months of 1983, 62,000
new cars were registered in
Northern Ireland compared with
56,760 in the Republic. The full
meaning of what this means is
not absolutely clear until another
set of figures is examined — the
Northern Ireland population is
1.5 million while the Republic of
Ireland population is 3.5 million.

The Society of the Irish Motor
Industry accused the government
of short-sighted greed by stating
that 55,000 new cars were not
sold in the past two years and
that this meant a loss of .£160
million to the Exchequer.

CONGRESS SUBMISSION
Various groups have made sub-
missions to have VAT removed
from theatre tickets, It will kill
the theatre, they claim.

The Irish Congress of Trade
Unions' submission to the gov-
ernment  before the Budget
supports that view. This was not,
of course, the most important
part of their submission.

The ICTU stressed the need to
drastically reduce the present
very high level of unemploy-
ment. They pointed out that
Social Welfare payments and tax
losses will cost the government
over £900 million in 1984 and
remarked that it is not very far
short of last year's Budget deficit
of £960 million,

Congress told the government
that ‘‘retrenchment and fiscal
delfation was certainly not the
way forward,

ICTU state that this year the
PAYE taxpayers will carry a
£2,000 million burden in income
tax, Social Insurance con-
tributions and levies. Half of all
PAYE taxpayers pay tax (includ-
ing PRSI and levies) at a rate of
532 pence or more on every
extra pound earned. Congress
stated that this is tpo great a
burden of tax.

When the figures quoted are
spread over the population as a
whole they mean that in 1983
only £40 million was collected
from farmers and this amount
covered an eighteen month
period. It brought in less than
4% of farm income,

Income tax paid on wages and
salaries totalled £1,414 million —

18% of total wages and salaries.
It is obvious that there is very
little more money in that
particular bag for the govern-
ment.

The same section of the
community is also being badly

hit by VAT, The Dublin Print
trade Union Group asked the
government to reduce the
massive 23% VAT on news-
papers. The root of this
grievance is best understood

when it is realised that British
newspapers are zero-rated for
VAT purposes.

The print unions are con-
cerned about the conlnuing
employment prospects of Em:.
6,000 members. The circulation
of British daily papers in En
Republic increased by 34% in
1983 and sales of British Sunday
papers went up by 10% over the
same period. The print unions
claim that the high rate of VAT
on newspapers is the cause of this
development.

CONSTRUCTION JOBS

Very few calls have been made
for a reduction of the total tax
bill. All are agreed that the gov-
ernment needs its  present
income, and more, but no

L -

Real wages continue to shrink

section of the population wishes
to carry the burden. The argu-
ment is about how the bill wall be
paid. The government want the
PAYE sector to pay in one way
or another.

According to the ICTU £90
million could be chopped off the
tax bill if evervone had a job and
this makes sense. One quick way
of putting a substantial number
of people to work is to pump
money into the Construction
Industry.

Building emplovers would wel-
come this approach but in their
pre-budget  submission  they
complicated matiers
considerably by putting the main
weight on measures designed to
benefit property speculators. It
is, of course, true to say that all
our major building firms —
those who call the tune when it
comes to making a submission
on the Budget — are also
property speculators. They had
much more in mind than creating
jobs in the Construction In-
dustry.

The building unions made a
strong case for the relfation of
their industrv and showed that
savings on Social Welfare

payments and pay related
benefits would considerably
reduce the real cost of reflating
the industry.

NATIONAL GOVERNMENT
The present .situation is very
similar to the situation in Britain
in 1931. In that year “‘money”
became ‘'‘a mystery”’ and a
balanced budget an “‘article of
faith’". The ““we are all in this
mess together’ philosophy was
given massive puoblicty and
Ramsey MacDonald and the
Tories were pushed together.

MacDonald and one or two
others became the scapagoats for
the 1930’s depression and some
of the people who were loudest in
condemnaton of the man were
those whom he did not ask to
join “The National Govern-
ment’’. The imporiant point to
make is that we are in &
“‘National Government”’
position now.

In later years the truth was
told — the Tories were quite
content for MacDonald, wearing
a Labour Party brand, to be
allowed and encouraged (o make
the cuts they wanted made. They
also knew that they would pick
up votes when the population
passed judgement on the gov-
ernment’s performance. It is
obvious that Haughey's mind
works along the same lines.

The truth of the matter at that
time was that few people really
knew what was happening; no
doubt the same is true of some
circles around the government
today. The bankers, then and
now, succeeded in convincing
many people that they alone
understood “‘money’’.

People were opposed to cuts in
Social Welfare benefits and cuts
in pay in the Public Sector but
there were few practical alter-
natives being canvassed.

It 1s useful to be aware of the
size of the problem but it is also
necessary 1o popularise policies
which will show a way out of the
difficulties.

The Workers Party pre-
budget submission to the
government states that the main
structure of the tax system —
which is lpaded in favour of the
wealthy — has remained un-
changed over the past few years.
The recession, they say, is not a
valid reason for making no’
change in the tax sturcture.

The Workers' Party believes
that there are considerable
amounts of untapped sources of
tax revenue if strong measures
were taken to locate and tap the
sources. They want wealth and
property heavily taxed and the
heavy tax burden on the people
eased considerably.

e e e ™ e e S M e e e

WORKERS LIFE 11







	Still000066.pdf (p.1)
	Still000068.pdf (p.2)
	Still000070.pdf (p.3)
	Still000071.pdf (p.4)
	Still000072.pdf (p.5)
	Still000073.pdf (p.6)
	Still000074.pdf (p.7)
	Still000075.pdf (p.8)
	Still000077.pdf (p.9)
	Still000078.pdf (p.10)
	Still000079.pdf (p.11)

