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- GONE!

BUT FORGOTTEN ?

RECENT EVENTS AT HOIMAN'S DRY
DNCK, PENZANCE, ARE HARDLY A
SECRET ANYMORE. IN FACT, THE
CLOSURE OF THE YARD IS A SUB-
JECT NEAR TO THE LIPS OF MOST
PEOPLE IN WEST CORNWALL NOW.

Employing some onhe hundred

people, the West Cornwall
firm of N. Holman & Son, Ltd.
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Holman's Dry Dock, Penzance.

was amongst the largest emp-
loyers in Penwith and one of
the area's oldest 'family =
firms'. Speculation had been
rife for some time as to when
(rather than if) the yard
would close. The industrial
action taken by the Amalgamat-
ed Union of Engineering Work-
ers was the spark that set off
the powder keg; or, as many
have since remarked, the ex-
cuse needed for the management
to announce that they were no
longer able to trade.

The closure was announced in
the local press along with a
report of immediate action by
the St. Ives Constituency of
Mebyon Kernow. Following app-
roaches to members, the Const-
ituency Executive of MK held
an emergency meeting, from
which a telegram was sent to
John Nott, Tory MP for St.
Tves and Trade Secretary, in
the hope that hes would inter-
vene in the dispute and try to

save the jobs of the men

at Holman's. The release of
the MK press statement was
apparently the first public
mention that the yard had
closed and that the men had
been given their redundancy
notices.

Mr Nott's reply to the MK
telegram was a letter regrett-
ing that he could do nothing,
despite his position as Trade
Secretary in the Conservative
Government, «nd an almost imm-
ediate statement blaming the
whole business on the AUEW,
There followed a period of
inter-union negotiations, with
the local members, led by Mr
Nicky Harvey, the shop-steward
requesting that they be grant-
ed dispensation from the ser-
ies of two-day strikes held
throughout Britain as an att-
empt to raise wages throughout
the industry. When this re-

quest was turned down by the



(Holman's - from Page 1)

union headquarters in London,
Mr Harvey said that there
was no more hope for the
yard or for his members.,

Yet even before these neg-
otiations had begun, the
management of the yard had
declared that the commercial
situation had been damaged
to such an extent by the
strike action that there was
no chance of averting the
closure. The questions, so
far virtnally unasked, soon
started circulating amongst
local activists and workers:
Had this all been planned
for a long time? Would Mr
Holman rather earn his for-
tune from his recently ac-
quired hpoliday investments
than from a ship-repair yard
that only gives him problems
and the community a sound
economic base?

At the time of going to
print, the yard of N. Holman
& Son Ltd. is closed. Few
of its former employees have
found new work and they are
likely to remain jobless for
a considerable time in this
area of high unemployment.
But lessons are being learn-
ed; the once-insane question
about the wisdom of allowing
tourist interests total
freedom in determining the
economy of part or all of
Cornwall has come to have a
new meaning in Penzance, St.
Just, and the other towns
whose workers have suffered
due to this closure. Few
doubt that there will be
more such closures = the
question is not 'who?t! but
'when?!; a growing number,
led by Trades Unionists, MK
workers etc. are determined
not to give in so easily the
next time.

Mining Mystery

The news that Rio Tinto Zinc,
one of the biggest mining com-
panies in the world, has taken
over Wheal Jane and Mount Wel-
lington tin mines, near Chace=-
water, has undoubtedly pleased
a great many people in the
district, and indeed, through=-
out Cornwall. Although not
all of the jobs lost when the
mines closed will be assured,
it is good news that at least
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FAIR EXCHANGE IS
NO ROBBERY ?

In the fishing port of New-
lyn, construction of the new
quay is well under way, with
excavators deepening the har-
bour, piles being sunk and a
general air of industry. As
the winter mackerel season
approaches, men are making
ready their boats and gear,
chandlers are stocking up with
all the lines, baskets etc.
which small-boat fishermen
need. Apart from the worries
of the men from outside New-
lyn, who may have trouble get-
ting a mooring for the winter
because of the building work,
and the sure knowledge that a
fleet of English and other
trawlers and purse-seiners are
preparing to scoop the mack-
erel from under the very hooks
of the local men, nothing much
1s different from last year.

But there is a difference
this year. While the Cornish
small-boat men wonder whether
this really will be their last
year on the mackerel, due to
regular over-fishing during
the past two or three years,
their counterparts in Seot-
land are beginning to see what
all the fuss is about. They
too are worrying about large,
foreign boats Scooping their
mackerel out of their waters.
And the irony is that the
objects of the Scotsmen!s
Worry are Cornishmen, fishing
from large, Cornish bopats.

Well, you might say, it's a
change for the boot to be on

| the other foot: and cur boats
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some of the men, many of whom
have been out of work since
then, will be able tp leave
the dgle gueues behind then.
The plan seems to be to keep
pumping Mount Wellington so
that Wheal Jane, which RTZ
say is viable, may be worked.

However, there is one rumour
which says that it was RTZ
who carried out & survey which,
decided the old management of
Wheal Jane, Consolidated Gold
Fields, concluded that the
mine was not worth working.

t would be interesting to
hear RTZ's reaction to this.

aren't quite the giants the
Scots purse-seiners are; and
in any case, haven't they got
it coming?

Well, you might, if you are
a believer in 'my country
(and countrymen) right or
wrong'. But what is the ess-
ential difference between one
foreign fishing fleet and an-
other? 1In every case it is
the local inshore-man who
will suffer. True, the gov-
ernment is responsible, to
the extent that they encour-
age the purchase of large
boats that need to net a big
catch in order to pay for
themselves. But men, of what-
ever nationality, have the
power to make thelr own dec-
isions. And if we expect the
Scots and English to 'do the
right thing' and stay out of
Cornwall's waters then we
ought to expect the same from
our own men when the situat-
ion is reversed.

I, for one, have long crit-
icised Scots and English
fishermen for helping to des-
troy Cornwall's fishery; T
love Cornwall; T think the
Cornish are God's own; but T
must criticise the Cornish
fishermen who are helping to
destroy a Scottish fishery.
And any decent, patriotic
Cornishman will do the same.

Pedyr Prior.
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LIVING TRADITION

Af the many traditions which
used to abound in Cornwall,

some have disappered, many are
almost dead and few are carr-

ied on as in byrone times.

One, however, 15 VeTrY much
alive, as the above photograph
shows:; after finding & large
fishing boat abandoned by its
crew off land's End, a group
~f Sennen men took posession
of the vessel under the age-
old custom of salvage and tow-
ed her into Penzance. Now
each member of the salvage
crew stand to net a tidy sum;
who says the Cornish are slow?

IIBERAL MIX-UP
In a recent leaflet from the

St. Tves Constituency ﬁwwwumwm,
David Penhaligon offered inter-

party co-operation as & solut-
ton to the extreme contrasts
of single party government.
Presumably if the Iiberals do
poll a majority vote at the

next feneral Tlection (strang-

er things have happened, I
think) they will immediately
Tory, Labour, M and other MPs
to form a coalition government;
or will they?

A cartoon in this same leaf-
let says: 'Why does Conserva-
tive start with CON 7' Once
again, MK leads the way.

JD

NO TO TOURLSM

In CORMISH NATION Nr 37, we
carried an article about the
slump which the tourist indus-

try was feeling at the start
of this year's season; it did
seem to pick up a bit, if the

streets of St. Tves have been
anything to go by, but all is
not rosy in the holiday world.

That same article mentioned
the fact that local penple in
Kilkhampton, in the north of
the country, were fighting a
e1l million government-inspir-
ed expansion scheme for the

area's topurist industry.
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The latest news from that
battle is that local feel-

ing has prevailed. Faced

with unsurmountable opposit-
ion from residents in North
'‘Cornwall, the government has
annouriced that the scheme is
under review. Whether or not
this means an end to increased
P f visitors in the

facilities for
area is not yet clear but it

is certain that ordinary Cor-
nish people can achieve things

if they are united and deter-
mnec in iheir actions.

MORE ITBERAL GOINGS-"N

The Iiberal Party is going to
the Turopean Court of Buman
Rights because their 134 poll
in the Furopean election did
not gain them a single Furo-
MP. Tt is interesting to note
that there was a 10¥ MK vote
in our country. The results
of this Iiberal action will be
worth watching.

JD
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HOLMAN'S - THE WHOLE STORY?

The news from west Cornwall
of yet another close-down in
Cornish industry has been
accompanied by diverse ex-
planations as to the reasons
for this occurence. Accord-
ing to Holmans Bros. Ltd.,
the owners of Penzance Dry
Dock, the company was forced
into liquidation by the AUEW
whose series of two-day
strikes has been disrupting
industry throughout Britain.
John Nott, MP for St. Ives
and- Tory Trade Secretary, in
apparent answer to a telegram
from St. Tves Constituency
MK, has used the situation
for a spot of Union-bashing.
Even local shop steward
Nicky Harvey blames the
closure on his own AUEW, by
its refusal to exempt the
yvard from the above-mention=-
ed industrial action. It
seems as if, for once, the
Union is wholly at fault.

But there are always two
sides to any story; and a
couple of questions spring
immediately to mind.

First, how is it that a
company like Holmans can be
destroyed commercially by a
short series of strikes, all
of which the management knew
about in advance?

Second, how does this sudd=-
en closure fit in with rep-
orts that Holmans have been
investing heavily in tourism
for a number of years and
were simply looking for an
excuse to close their other
operations?

Dare we suggest that the
real reason behind this move
18 the deliberate intention
of the management to make as
mich as possible out of the
already saturated tourist
industry and that a dry dock
simply wasn't in their long
term GHMS...

aﬁu &rﬂsm.vn certain, how-

ever, and that is that, as
usual, it is the ordinary Cor-
nish working man and his fam-
ily who will be the biggest
losers in this whole sorry

st OT'Y .

ARSENAL?

We have it from a reliable
source that St. Mawgan, the
RAF station near Newguay, is
being used by NATO as a stor=-
age site for nuclear weapons.
If this is true, shouldn't the
Cornish people know about it?
So how about it, Ministry of
Defence, give us the truth

for a change.

OVERHEARD AT THE GCRSETH.

'Course, not many came awver
from seesssese, they dawn't
Knaw nawthen about et. They're
neerly all English in our 0ld
Cornwall Society.'

FALMOUTH DOCKS Some more
reflections.

The marvellous benefits of
nationalisation (centralisat-
ion) are daily seen in Corn-
wall. The blame for the cal-
amitous collapse of Falmouth
Docks may be fairly shared
between P & 0 and British
Shipbuilders. One must really
wonder if sufficient efforts
were made to find work for the
docks which are superbly pos-
itioned, for instance, to pick
up the casualties which ocenr
so freaquently amongst shipping
near lLand's End. How could
they sit there and wateh a
German or Dutch ocean-going
salvage tug at anchor in Carr-
ick Roads ready to carry the
wrecks off to Rotterdam and
Hamburg is beyond belief,

If you or I have a business
and run into financial diffi-
culties, we re-organise or, as
a last resort, we try to find
someone to bail us out with a
loan. When that fails we must
sell out. A nationalised in-

.&.I

AS WE SEE IT
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dustry has a choice, however:
they alone have the power to
continue operations whilst
making a loss.

At Falmouth, having closed
down, or very drastically re-
duced their docks, they have
refused to consider selling
them as a working unit. At
least two private companies
have reportedly made offers;
but they have been turned
down flat.

If the British Shipbuilding
Corporation was hanging on so
obstinately in order to pres-
erve hundreds of jobs then we
might well agree that it was
worthwhile,

But what we hear is that all
they are interested in is in
holding on to a valuable par-
cel of freehold. The talk is
of helicopter pads and fish-
landing. Is that really the
best use they can find for a
seven hundred foot dry-dock?
Is that the way to help re-
employ eight hundred trained
engineers?

Surely it would be better to
give private enterprise
another chance - they can
hardly do worsel

CORNISH ASSEMBLY.

Elsewhere in this issue is a
piece about the Cornish Ass-
embly, the new 'umbrella org-
amisation' for pro-Cornish
groups. However, the Assemb-
ly does not qualify for in-
clusion in Cormwall's pation-
al movement - at their last
meeting, in St. Austell, they
refused to pass a resplution
that they consider Cornwall
as a Nation - indeed, they
voted to leave the matter on
the table. On such a funda-
mental point as this, we
should all be clear: those in
the national movement, of
whatever group, regard Corn-
wall as a Celtic Nation,
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BYSYDEYANS KERNEWEK

The first christening to be
carried out in the Cornish
language for several centur-
1es took place on the Sunday
following the Gorseth in St.
Petrock's Church, Bodmin,
Petrok Myghal, son of Myghal
and Sioned Gill of Grampound,
will join the growing number
of babies who will be brought
up to speak Cornish from the
cradle. Myghal, a teacher,
and himself a newly-created
Bard of the Gorseth, and his
Welsh wife, Sioned, are help-
ing to bring the Cornish lan-
guage out of the closed cirec-
le of the Gorseth into the
streets and sitting-rooms,
where it belongs.

NUCLEAR ROW

Following the release of a
press statement by St. Ives,
Branch of Mebyon Kernow, and
a further one from the Const=-
ituency Association, in which
Penwith District Council were
accused of having supported
nuclear power, the Chief Ex-
ecutive of the Council, Mr.
Moore, issued a statement to
the effect that, as no=-one
had applied to the Council
for planning permission to
actually build a nuclear pow-
er station, the Council was
neither for or against ww on
principle and had no policy.

Local press, including that
well-known quarterly, the
Cornish Chough, siezed on
this as an example of speak-
ing before thinking on the
part of M{. Malcolm Williams,
Secretary of St. Ives Const-
jtuency Association informs
us that, contrary to the
statement issued by Mr. Moore,
Penwith District Council have
declared themselves in favour
of nuclear power; their rep-
resentative at the public in-
quiry into the proposals to
build such a plant at Ins-
brooke Point is reported, by
The Cornishman, to have said
that Hayle would welcome a
nuclear power station. Mr.
wWilliams added that his Ass=-

oclation regards the attitude
of the Council, namely that
they will not prepare a pol-
icy on nuclear power until
they receive a planning app- =
lication, as irresponsible:
the issue is of too great an
importance, to the future of
Cornwall and of the world.

In any case, it seems as if
the local press, including
the Cornish Chough, have them-
selves not done their home-
work. After all, if MK can
not believe The Cornishman,
who can they believe?

OPERA SINGERS

ne of the newly-created
Bards this year was Alan Opie,
the celebrated baritone and
it was gratifying to see an-
other world-class baritone,
Benjamin LuXon, sporting a
Glyndebourne tee-shirt under
his blue robes, who had come
up to the ceremony from his
West Cornish home especially
to attend, before singing at
Carn Brea that evening.

Cornwall produces many top-
rate singers (for her size,
more than any other area, in-
cluding Wales). It is a
great loss to Kernow that we
have no professional opera-
company, no opera house nor
even a first class concert
hall. T seem to have heard
of a Cornish Opera Company
being founded. If so, I wish
them all success. Suitable
premises will, I suppose,
have to wait, like so much
else, for our economic rev-
Pde-

JH

WELCOME TO ENGLAND

It has been said that only a
nation which feels threatened
produces daughters and sons
who spend the dark nights
painting slogans on bridges
and road=signs. If that is
true, there 1s someone in Eng-
land who feels threatened by

Cornwall.
As you will know, two years
ago, the first bi-lingual

Se

sign appeared on the Cornish
border, announcing: CORNWALL
KERN(W. No official sign
was placed informing travell-
ers from Cornwall that they
were about to enter England.
But that ommission has now
been rectified; an unofficial
sign has now been painted on
the back of a direction sign
bearing the legend: ENGLARND.
Is this the start of an Angle-
Cornish paint war?

DI VIST ONS

A row has Rroken out in St.
Ives over e proposed con-
‘versfon pf. bhree and four bed-
roomed council houses into
flats. Ia an attempt to over=-
come the dire shortage of
small council houses, Penwith
District Council have sent
letters to a number of tenants
in St. Ives informing them of
the date on which they will be
required to leave their homes
in order that the conversions
may take place. Understand-
ably, some tenants resent this
off-hand treatment; as one
said: 'How would you like it
if you had lived in a house
for twenty years and you were
suddenly told that it was to

(cont. on P 12)

E.H. DUNGEY

Carpenter-Decorator-Undertaker
10 Yictoria Row

5t Just
Tel: St. Just 788682 (STD 0736)

 QUAY BOOKSHOP
(Bruce Burley)
QUAY STREET,

TRURD (next toc Palace Theatre)

Tel: Trum &B817.

Interesting stock of ANTIQUARIAN and SECOND-
HAND BOOKS on display. Cormish books a spec-
inlity. The proprietor i3 anxious to purchase all
fine books, libraries @ single volumes.

MAYFLOWER ANTIQUES (C
18 Broad Street, Padstow,

China, Silver, Glass, Jewellery,
Prints, Maps, Objects D"Are.
Antiques purchased.




CN INTERVIEW - oo

COLAN LAWRY, from Penzance, asked the guestions.

Does Plaid Cymru officially recognise Kernow as a Celtic
nation entitled to as much national sovereignty as Cymru?

Yes.

What do you think of the MK results in this year's West-
minster and European elections?

Very good indeed.

How do you explain the increased majorities of yourself
and Dafydd Elis Thomas in an election which saw other
nationalist candidates, both in Scotland and Wales, los-
ing ground?

Qur constituencies have a history of campaigning over
many years so the results are deeper; the electorate
could also see direct benefit in having Plaid MPs.

The other Plaid Cymru MP in the last Parliament was the
elder-statesman of Celtic nationalism, Gwynfor Evans;
why do you think he failed to retain his seat?

Because of the effects of an opinion poll, published on the Monday prior to election day,
showing the Tory in second place - anti-Labour votes then went to the Tory. Also, there
was a high degree of tactical voting in 1974 and Carmarthen has consistently gone against
the overall pattern since the war.

What are your views on the activities of Cymdeithas yr Taith (Welsh Language Society)?

I agree entirely with their aims, not always with their tactics, but greatly admire
their courage. It would be a sad day if they disappeared.

What is your reaction to the struggles of the Welsh Speakers Student Union in Bangor?

The University College of North Wales has had an appalling policy towards the Welsh lan-
guage and they need to be shaken up from top to bottom.

Are you prepared to see a reduction in employment in Bangor to Keep the university
Welsh-speaking?

It isn't Welsh~-speaking now - and the question is a non=sequitor since most of the teach-
ing staff come in from outside and do not solve the loeal unemployment problem.

What right do you think the Secretary of State for Wales has to 'instruct' Gwynedd County

Council to delay the introduction of full Welsh language education at schools in Bangor
and Llandudno?

The 'instruction' was to consult the parents - but that has now been withdrawn. These
powers have never, since the 1944 Act, been used in England; it's a disgrace that this
should be their use in Wales.

How do you think Plaid Cymru can transform the national fervour shown at international
rugby games into electoral success in the future?

Clearly, we need to rebuild the nationalist content of our programs {(to engender fervour)

and also to sharpen up our economic Projection - at the last election the people were fed
up with the constitutional wrangling surrounding the Wales Act.

Why do you think the Welsh people voted against the devolution proposals of the Wales Act!

qowﬁsummdmmmosm"muHmnxowcsmmﬂmﬁmsaw: . . . . Hmawow
self-confidence. g of the issues; b) media snmwnuﬁ&%. c)

The PC candidate in Monmouth took a sub _ ] to
. stantial section of his space in the local paper
question the presence of 'British! troops in Northern Treland; what are your feelings?

%rwwwwwdw.wsmw should be withdrawn and the question settled in an all-Treland contexts
-~ = @ personal view since Plaid has not passed a resolution to this effect.
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Living Together

No, this is not - as the
title might suggest - yet
another advert for the 'per-
missive spciety!, but it is
a plea for tolerance, under-
standing and co-operation.
Having been invited to write

- a piece for CORNISH NATION,

1t seemed opportune to con-
tribute a few ideas concern-
ing what is to me perhaps the
most important occurance in
modern Cornish history - that
1s, the foundation of the
Cornish Assembly earlier this
year. In particular, it is
worthwhile pondering a little
over the spirit that lies be-
hind the Assembly concept.

Taking such criteria as mem-
bership size, longevity and
electoral success, there can
be no denying that Mebyon
Kernow stands at the head of
the Cornish national movement.
That said, it must be acknow-
ledged that MK does not have
a monopoly of the movement.
TIrrespective of whether one
supports the aims of other
organisations, it has to be
admitted that there are other
pro-Cornish groups, each con-
tributing in their own way to
the realisation of Cornwall's
objectives. There is the
Cornish Branch of the Celtic
League, the CNP, the Stannary;
Cornwall Conservation Forum
must also be mentioned; and
it is clear to all but the
most bigoted that there are
strong pro-Cornish elements
in local Labour and Liberal
Parties - and, much as I hate
+o admit it, one also comes
across the odd pro-Cornish

Tory.

11 these organisations, to-
gether with purely cultural
groups and other Cornish bod-
jes, are represented in the
Cornish Assembly, and therein
lies its strength., It is
built on a spirit of co-oper=-
ation and Cornish unity, z%ws
everyone willing to put aside
party jealousies and ideolog-
1cal conflict in the inter-
ests of working for Cornwall.

And, when one stops to drwzw
about 1t, the ultimate aim of

YK, GNP etec. 13 not to score
political ppints at the ex-
pense nf the others, but in
fact to maintain the identitiy
and integrity of Cormwall. By
finding ways of 'living to--
gether', the various strands
of the Cornish national move-
ment can complement each
other, each working in its
preferred field and following
1ts .own methods, with the Cor-
nish Assembly acting as a
means for them to exthange
ideas, compare information,
pool resources’ and present a
United Cornish Voice to a lar=-
gely hostile (or at best indi-
fferent) world outside. At a
time when Cornwall County (sic)
Council appears increasingly
impotent in the face of mount-
ing threats to the identity,
integrity and economy of Corn-
wall, it is vital that the
Cornish have such a voice.

The harmonious co-operation of
a variety of people from all
types of political backgrounds
in Cowethas Flamank (Ed's note:
a Bristol-based group of exil-
ed patriots) has, over the
years, shown that diversity
does not always mean conflict;
this, I think, points the way
ahead for the future.

Too often, people have said
that our motto: 'One & All' is
an ironic joke = it is up to
us to prove them wrong.

“RICHARD Kiry

s GUERTheR Ay Gloe

Cornish in the streets - l.

GWAYNTEN
Photo & Art

11 West Street
Liskeard
Phone: Liskeard 42314
Safar creft ha skesenwyth.

EES. ENGINEERING

Indusl nd Marine Enginesrs
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Gorseth

Kernow
19179

Gorseth Kernow 1979 was held
in Bodmin, at St. Petroc's
school, near the site of the
priory. A large number of
new Bards were created and
the Bardic procession, which
begins and ends the ceremony,
was so long that it took al-
most 15 minutes to pass.

Now in its 51st year, the
Gorseth goes from glory to
glory. Tt is undoubtedly
reaching more and more people
and has acquired a reputation
as a serious and useful inst-
itution. Every year it con-
centrates the minds of Press,
Radio and TV on the unique
character of Cornwall and, by
using our language (albeit in
a formalised way), demonst-
rates beyond dispute that Cor-
nish is a nationality. It is
for the political movement to
prove that this latent nat-
ionality is relevant to the
problems of working people in
Cornwall.

Following the Gorseth, the
now annual Troyl, held in the
Barley Sheaf in Bodmin, was
better attended than ever be-
fore, showing that more and
more people are becoming aware

of the value of Cormwall's
Celtic heritage. And with
this increasing awareness
comes greater use of our lan-
guage - possibly more Cornish
was used at the Troyl than at
the Gorseth itself.

It is ironic, however, that
at a time when more and more
Cornish people are taking up
the Cornish language, and at

a time when the teaching of
the language has been trans-
formed (by agreement as to
methods and by the publicat-
ion of a new beginners'
course, Kernewek Mar Plek),
the very survival of the trad-
itional mainstay, local auth-
ority evening classes, should
be threatened by Whitehall-
inspired cuts in Cornwall's
education budget. The argue-
ment that regnlar schooling
mist come first is, of course,
quite correct, but the very
fact of imposed cuts from the
English power on an already-
impoverished Cornwall is proof
positive that Cornwall's own
heritage carries no weight in
the centralist mind.

Photographs: Top - the Bardic
procession; Middle - the
making of 2 new Bard:

Bottom - from left, Talek,

Map Uﬂdwcmﬁ: (Barth Mur)
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An Gwary Myr

The gods smiled benignly on St. Just for the
second Gwary Myr to be held in the town, on
the 24th, 25th and 26th August. Despite some
early misgivings by certain members of St.
Just Town Council as to whether to grant per-
mission for the use of the Plen an Gwary and
a refusal by 'The Cornishman' newspaper to al-
low the Cornish language to appear in their
pages (an advertisement for the event), the
festival appears to have become established.

This year's event was organised by a newly
created group, Cowethas an Gwary Myr. CAGM is
made up of representatives from a number of
local organisations, notably MK and the Feder-
ation of Nld Cornwall Societies. The first
festival, held last year (see CN 34 - Eds.),
was a one day affair and was organised by St.
Ives Constituency MK; it was felt, however,
that a wider scope and influence for the event
could be obtained if it were thrown open to
any other Cornish organisations that expressed
an interest.

The primary aim of An Gwary Myr 1s to bring
together as many aspects of Cornish cultural
and sporting life as possible, with a partic-
ular emphasis on youth and on the Cornish lan-
guage. (It is intended to produce an entirely
bi-lingual programme next year). Highlights
of this year's event included Novice Cornish
Wrestling competitions and a grand concert of
Cornish music, with most of the material being
performed in Cornish. One wit was heard to
describe the combined company of performers as
the Cornish Language Roadshowl

Naturally, it is the wish of the organisers
that the festival will expand and, to this end,
tentative plans exist to extend its length to
one week and to include artistes from Wales
and Brittany.

Anyone wishing to have further information
on Cowethas an Gwary Myr or to help with next
year's festival should contact either:

HUGH MINERS (Caderyer), Chy Byghan, Carnyorth,
St. Just 788226 or:

MALCOLM WILLIAMS (Scryvynyas), 23 Princess St
St. Just 788566.

Photographs: Top - Wrestling demonstration;
Middle - Novices find it's not that easy;
Bottom - Junior champion receives cup from the
Orand Bard of Cornwall, Richard Jenkin.,
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THE BALLAD OF MICHAEL JOSEPH

2orn to fight the English,

His heart was hard and tough,

Even that was no bluff,

Anyone else would back down,

But not him, he was going to London town,
To fight for the Cornicsh against the crown.

Twelve thousand strong his army was,
Dressed in rather ragged clothes,

Weapons consisted of sticks and stones,
Ready to break the English bones,

And listen to their moans and groans,

To fight for the Cornish against the crown.

The twelve thousand men approached Blackheath,
With devilish eyes and snarling teeth,
The English were ready,

Their swords in their sheaths,

And hearts were a-pounding,

And heavily they did breathe,

To fight for the Cornish against the crown.

The English were trained and very calm,
And they chanted a song like a psalm,
The Cornish were beaten,

A massacre in fact,

Only Michael Joseph stayed intact.

But he was hung at Tyburn,
The Cornish soul to save,

We shall never be silenced, " -
Not even in this day and age, L ”

Good Luck to Mebyon Kernow and make us
Recognised.

Chris Hunt, Heavywelght Cornish Wrestling
Champion.
Michael Joseph Stevens, aged 14.

Two scenes from Polgooth Fayre - Alternatives for Cornwall ?
10.
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