ROBERT BURNS
‘rom the fainting by Alexander Nasmyth in the Scottish National
Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh.
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HOMES AND HAUNTS OF
ROBERT BURNS

Smce Robert Burns set out on a borrowed nag from
Mossgiel to Edinburgh, methods of locomotion
have been revolutionised, and to-day the auto-
mobile has made it possible for the tourist to cover
great distances in a short space of time. The poet
spent twenty-two days in traversing the highways -
enclosed in the square Stirling, Inverness, Aber-
deen, Edinburgh, and the same area can be covered
in a leisurely fashion now in three days.

The Burns country may be said to be embraced
in a triangle with the out-points at Ayr, Edinburgh,
and Dumiries, and the tourist may compass this in
two or three days’ time. An attempt is made in
this little work to retell the story of the poet’s life,
giving the salient facts only, and avoiding anything
in the nature of criticism. The aim is to provide a
guide to the homes and haunts of the poet and to
indicate everything of historical interest, be it a
building, a household relic, or a MSS., that has
survived the passage of time.

The scheme is literally to follow the poet * from
the cradle to the grave,” providing in concise form
a complete guide to the Burns country and
Burnsiana for the tens of thousands who seek
annually to pay homage to the memory of the
greatest lyric poet of all time. P
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4  HOMES AND HAUNTS

THE POET’S PARENTAGE

In 1748, Robert and William Burness, sor
Robert Burness, tenant of Clochnahill, Kinc
shire, left their home to seek their fortunes
south. Robert, the elder of the two, we
England, and William, after a short stay i
burgh and Fairlie, secured in 1752 a situ
gardener to Mr. Crawford of Doonside, near
town of Ayr. In 1756, William Burness le
acres of land at /

\lloway from Dr. )
is ground as a m
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furniture of the period has been installed, giving a
sense of authenticity to the home. Even the }
where in all probability the poet was born has
genuine eighteenth century appearance.
humble cottage has a sweet savour of he
reality.
The description in The Cottar’s Saturday A
inscribed by the poet to Robert Aiken, wri
Ayr, may be visualised without effort :

“ His wee-bit ingle, blinkan bonilie,
His clean hearth-stane, his thriftie wifie’s.
The lisping infant, prattling on his knee,
a’ his weary kiaugh and care beg
A ’lllnakeshimquitc forget his labour
toil.” )
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“ Maxwell. Born 26th July, 1796, the day of his
father’s Funeral. So named after Dr. Maxwell, the
Physician who attended the Poet in his last illness.

 Inserted by W. N. Burns, gth April, 1867.”

The Bible, which cost the poet £2, was bequeathed by
Jean Armour Burns to her eldest son, Robert.

As the property of Mrs. Burns Hutchison, niece of the
poet, the Bible was offered at auction in 1904, and was
purchased for £1560 by Mr. Bernard Quaritch, book-
seller in London. Eventually it was acquired by the
trustees for £1700.

Robert Burns : copy of the bust by Sir John Steell,
R.S.A., for the poets’ corner in Westminster Abbey (51).

Eight-day clock which belonged to Isabella Burns
Begg, youngest sister of the poet (53).

Three panes of glass from the Globe Inn, Dumfries,
18 lines of poetry, written with a diamond by the poet
(56)-

Shelved press and cupboard, used as a bookcase by
the poet (59).

Mahogany writing desk belonging to Burns, purchased
for £600 (60).

Chair on which the poet’s mother nursed her children
(62).

Chair which belonged to the poet (63).

Oak chair made from the printing press on which the
first Kilmarnock Edition of Burns’s poems was printed,
1786 (64).

CASE A

Alloway : The Burness Family.

. Contract of feu betwixt Alexander Campbell, phy-
sician in Ayr, and William Burness, gardener for present
at Dooriside-Miln, 22nd June, 1756, concerning the land
on which “ the auld clay biggin  was erccted by the
poet’s fa_ther and to which he brought his bride, Agnes
e (?l)i; belonged

ver watch whicl on; to Willi
afterwards to his son, the poget (69). Sihumce ind
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INTERIOR

BURNS COTTAGE
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OF ROBERT

Holy Bible. Edmbum :
cha.ld 1762, 4to. The
father of the poet, con

The date of birth of
marriage, and of the |
daughters, are entered in the |
the date when his father
is entered by the poet _
at Grant’s Braes, b X ames

The Bible is dou

¥oe *q refcrence tﬂ
ther’s pnde
by the

Tack between Wi
William Burness, ol
11th Dec., 1765 (7

Collection of
William Burness

A manual of r
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One guinea note of Bank of Scotland, 1st Mar., 1780»
with 12 lines of poetry by Burns on reverse side (102).

CASE G

Many holograph letters from Burns, including one to
the Ba:hu of the Canongate, Edinburgh, uhng pu.-s
mission “ to lay a simple stone over the revered ashes ™
of Robert Fergusson, the poet (110).

Burns’s second commonplace book, in
1787:00 (110).

(5) Journalofhutourmthel:ﬁgh’landl,l'ﬁ‘]
116).

CASES D AND E

A collection of Holograph L:]tlteudﬁ-om Bum;&::)
mapondents numbmng 38 in all, including 5 to
» and 5 to Mrs. McL "m(ﬁ‘lmndm) (123.;5-,)




12 HOMES AND HAUNTS

Philadelphia, 1788 (228).
New York, 1788 (229).
The Jolly Beggars—a cantata, by Robert Burns, first
published Glasgow, :799 235). 1e
Letters addressed arinda, etc., dm oet
published surrepnhously and interdicted
Session, 1802 (237).
Holograph letter from Thomas G&tl&yla&
Isabella Burns Begg, sister of the t,
the Prime Mmmer, Su' Robext

EAST AND WEST R
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ALLOWAY KIRK

A pre-Reformation sanctuary, now scheduled as
an Ancient Monument, it stands to the south of the
cottage, roofless and ivy grown, its vy still
crowning the eastern gable. Even in Burns’s day
the church was a ruin, and interments took place
within its walls. Here is interred William Burness,
the father of the poet, and on the back of the
memorial stone may be read the epitaph composed
by the poet and read with reverence by the count-
less thousands who visit the kirkyard :

« Here lie the loving husband’s dear remains,
The tender father, and the gen’rous friend.
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of fifty guineas from the Prince Regent, afterwards
George 1V.

The next step was to raise money “ for enclosing
the monument in a handsome manner and orna-
menting the grounds round the building.” The
total cost of the monument, including the buying
and enclosing of the extra acre of ground, was
£3247.

On the top of the triangular building each of the
sides of which faces approximately the three
divisions of Ayrshire—Carrick, Kyle and Cunning-
ham—is the circular base of the monument from
which gracefully rise nine fluted Corinthian
columns thirty feet high, with elaborate capitals.
Surmounting the columns is the dome carrying a
sculptured vase and tripod, the whole from base to
tripod measuring 70 feet in height. A circular
staircase within gives access to the base of the
temple, and from this platform a delightful pros-
pect is unfolded to the view.

As showing the universal interest in all things
pertaining to the National Poet, it is worthy of note
that the yearly number of visitors from all parts of
the world to the monument and cottage exceeds

130,000. Within the monument may be seen a
wonderful collection of very precious relies of the
poet and his friends. The following are worthy of
attention :

Breres which belonged to Highland Mary. These
Bibles were presented by the poet to Mary Campbell on
{he eve of her setting out to visit her relatives. After her
death they were taken out to Canada, and in 1840 were
purchased by admirers of the poet and handed over to the
Trustees of Burns Monument (2).

Lock of Highland Mary’s hair, which was preserved in
the Bibles (4)-

INTERIOR

BURNS COTTAGE
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18 HOMES AND HAUNTS

It is an interesting fact that these realistic figures ware
exhibited throughout the British Isles, and the admission
feesAamounted to £3600 before the statues were returned
to Ayr,

AULD BRIG O DOON

Four centuries have passed since this fine ¢
arched bridge, steep and narrow, was built.
the only bridge across the Doon linking K:
Carrick and its causeway has rung with t
of mail-clad warriors and plundering raiders as v
as staid travellers and benighted roystere:
1813, when the new bridge was built, 11¢
was doemedfto dcstructmn. Bur
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“ Auld Ayr. whamnceratownsurgm Ry
For honest men and bonie lassies. £

Of honest men there was Robert Aiken, his pa
whom he addressed as “ My lov’d, my honour’
much respected friend ; vost ot
whomwasxmcnbed“TheBngso Ayr"' v
Logan of Parkhouse,  the thairm-in Oiri)
Willie,” and lawyer Willie Ch: rs,
and co! ndent of the poet. Then there was I
minister, Dalrymple, for whom the p
faxhcralsohadadeepmgud '

“« D;rym
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“ The drowsy Dungeon clock had numbered two.” i

Warrace Tower.—The present tower was m
on the site of the original tower, in 1834, the clock
and bells having been transferred :

'I‘heexplomofWallaoemandmundA
rmﬁlsom-cc of the “ patriotic * tide
wmﬁ e veins of the poet. The Bur
ttharm(BarmSmctmmggcstodasthe '
the gruesome incident), and Wallace’s :
Leglen Wood, Auchincruive, hmbonca]ly
by the late MarqulsofBute,wesrc
scenes to the poet. A memorial was
Leglen recently by the Rev. J. C.
Tnmmwmmmﬁethzameia
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of Maybole, in the farmhouse of Ballochniel. The
schoolroom in which Rodger taught was at first in
a portion of the church, vacated since 1777, but it
was transferred to a dwelling-house opposite the
churchyard, now marked by a commemorative
tablet. These were eventful days for the young
poet. Besides his study of the dry sciences, he
cultivated an intimate knowledge of good prose and
poetry, and became crazed with love for “ Peggy
Thomson,’’ the charming fillette who lived next door
to the school. From this episode sprung that tender
early “ song composed in August,” beginning :

“ Now westlin’ winds and slaught’ring guns
Bring Autumn’s pleasant weather.”

Ten years after, when Peggy Thomson was quietly
settled as Mrs. Neilson, at Minnybae Farm, Kirk-
oswald, Burns presented her with a copy of his
poems inscribed on the fly leaf :

 Once fondly lov’d, and still remembered dear

Accept this mark of friendship, warm, sincere.”’

Two of Burns’s best known poems are definitely
associated with Kirkoswald, Tam o’ Shanter, com-
pleted during the Ellisland period, and Hallowe’en,
written during the Mossgiel tenancy.

Taux o’ SuanTER. Founded on incidents of his
Kirkoswald days, the poem was completed in 1791
and regarded by Burns as his chef d’uvre. It has
been suggested that the early drafts of the poem
were made at Ballochniel when he resided with his
uncle in 1775. At anyrate the characters have all
been identified, and their resting places in Kirk-
oswald churchyard are now clearly marked for the
guidance of visitors,

THE AULD BRIG O’ DOON




MOUNT OLIPHANT FARM (17606-77)

LOCHLEA FARM (1777-84)



MOSSGIEL FARM (1784-86)
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Doucras Grauawm, tenant of Shanter Farm (now

demolished) was the original Tam o’ Shanter,

ed of a rustic ready wit and reputedly con-

vivial in his habits. Kate, his wife, was Helen

McTaggart, “queer and abnormally super-
stitious.”’

Joun Davipsoy, the Souter Johnnie of the poem
was a shoemaker of skill, with a ready wit and
famous for his * jests and smart sayings.” When
Burns first knew him in 1775, he dwelt at Glenfoot
in the neighbourhood of Shanter Farm. Farmer
and Souter were cronies and periodic visits to Ayr
on business were occasions for celebration. _

Davidson built himself a house in Kirkoswald
which he occupied in 1785 and therein lived his
descendants until the year 1893. The Rev. Mr.
Muir of Kirkoswald set out to acquire the property
and to him and his committee is due all credit for
the restoration and preservation of this house of
historic interest. :

KirkTon JEAN (Kennedy) and her sister kept the
hostelry next to the church. It was known as The
Leddies’ House. The traditional site is occupied by
the Smithy.

Tue MiLLer, Hugh Brown, and THE Smrry,
John Niven, companions of Tam ¢’ Shanter, came
from Ardlochan, which stands near Maidens
village by the seaside.

Tue Wirch, “lang after kenn’d on Carrick
shore,” is said to have been Julia Robinson, a
receiver of contraband stores.

Tue Souter’s Housk is open to the public and
contains an important collection of relies of which
the following is representative :

The Souter’s Bible—printed by Alexander Kincaid,
Edinburgh, 1762, with family register on leaf preceding
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the Apocrypha. The leather cover was tanned by the
Souter,

Hugh Rodger’s Family Bible (Burns’s schoolmaster ag,
Kirkoswald).

A small jug which belonged to the poet’s wife.

Missive of Lease: The Earl of Cassillis to John
Davidson (Souter), 1786.

A ** Manual of Religious Belief > compiled by William
Burness, the poet’s father, for the use of his children.
The old tongue of the bell in Alloway Kirk.
Latter Will and Testament of Samuel Brown, B

niel, Burns’s maternal uncle, 1811.

Souter’s set of china.

Two Vol. Bible (1743) gifted by \.:gh Radget to lm._
wife on 21st July, 1757, the date of
Ardmillan Castle, near Girvan. :
Souter Johnnie’s Will—6th April
A framed pane of glass from the G

which bears u; '1t£omhne|ot‘poetrymﬂbﬁ
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CHURCHYARD AT Kirkoswarp. Here lie b
the Browns, Burnss maternal rdamu,
Rodga,Burmsteacha- at Kirkoswald ; D
S T s S
3 te”O m, =
ohnnie ”* ; andmanyofthepenommmadh
¥ Haﬂmm. Eachmmuﬂmk
markcdbyammalublet.

LOCHLEA, 1777-84
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interest is the fact that here Jean Armour in h
distress found shelter and kindness. On the mill
the poet penned a beautiful epitaph, beginning

“ An honest man here lies at rest,
As €’er God with his image blest.”

The stone on which Death and the poet re:
while they held their weird conversation is poir
out on the road to the village of Tarbolton

“ We'll ease our shanks and tak a scat;
Come, gie’s your news.”

IRVINE, 1781-2
Burns, m his autobxogxaphy, has W
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Bennals. This song was one of the poet’s early pro-

clucliqns, ‘nnd has associations with the Bachelor’s
Club in Tarbolton :

“In Tarbolton, ye ken, there are proper young
men
And proper young lasses and a’, man,
But ken ye the Ronalds that live in the Bennals?—
They carry the gree frae them a’, man.”

It is noteworthy that the Irvine Burns Club has met
here for over one hundred years, and the present
landlord has many interesting relics on view.

TempPLETON’s Booxsnop (High Street).—Regu-
larly frequented by Burns, where in 1781-82 he
conned old ballads and chap books, and extended
his knowledge of the English novel.

WaEAT SHEAF HAaLL (High Street), where Burns
attended Masonic meetings.

Davip SiLpLar’s ScHoor.—Unsuccessful as a
grocer, “ Dainty Davie *’ took to teaching, and the
old school (now a dwelling-house) still stands in
East Road.

PorT HEAD INN (High Street).—In Burns’s day
this house was occupied by Provost Hamilton, who
was a nephew of Hamilton of Gilbertfield, a poet
greatly admired by Burns.

¢ My senses wad be in a creel
Should I but dare a hope to speal
Wi’ Allan, or wi’ Gilbertfield,
The braes o’ fame.”

Burns was a frequent visitor, and the provost’s son,
Dr. Hamilton, was one of those who stood surety
for the publication of the Kilmarnock Edition of
1786.

ALLOWAY KIRK AND GRAVEYARD



BURNS MONUMENT, ALLOWAY

ELLISLAND FARM (1788-91)
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treasured for over one hundred years.
be seen on application to the Hon. Secre

the club.
MOSSGIEL, 1784-8
(1 mile north of Mauchline)

Three months before the de
Burness, Robert and his brother
farm of Mossgiel, extend

‘ 1n
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banks of the Fail, and pledged their
Burns presented Mary Campbell with a
Thereafter she embarked for her home in the
Highlands, and on her return voyage die
malignant fever at Greenock. That aff
ceur made a lasting impression on the p
is evidenced by the number of beauti
as Flow Gently, Sweet Afion, of which
inspiration. Many years after at Ellisl:
anmvcrs{_a.ry of her dﬁath, he composed th
poem, 1o Mary in Heaven.

Menti as been made of the chi
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the Poosie Nansie hostelry, the Fisher 1
whom “ Holy Willie * is the most notal
and Gavin Hamilton, the bosom friend «
(no tombstone marks this grave). ‘
MauchuNE CasTLE.—Adjacent to
building stands the house where
the poet’s patron and friend, resi
poet spent many of his happie
umongst others he met there Mi
fated love affair prompted
e world-famous lyric, Ye Banks and B
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emigrate to Jamaica. His first act was to give up
h!s share in the farm to his brother Gilbert, and
his next, to decide on the publication of his poems,
To Kilmarnock, some seven miles north of Moss-
giel, his eyes were bent, and encouraged by Gavin
Hamilton, his landlord, and R. Aiken, ¢ my lov’d,
my honor’d, much respected friend,” he entered
into negotiations with John Wilson, printer, for an
edition of 600 copies. Published at three shillings
per copy, the thin octavo volume in blue boards,
when offered for sale in these days, realises many
thousands of pounds.

It is of interest to know that some of the poems
were written while the printing was in progress, and
The Twa Daogs, with which the Kilmarnock Edition
opens, was one of them.

The profits of the edition, twenty pounds, in his
pocket, and having failed to affect a reconciliation
with the Armours, the poet, “ skulking from covert
to covert, under all the terrors of a jail,’’ secured a
passage in a ship that was to sail from the Clyde
to Jamaica. ‘I had taken the last farewell of my
few friends ; my chest was on the way to Greenock;
I had composed the last song; I should ever measure
in Caledonia, The gloomy night is gathering fast, when
a letter from Dr. Blacklock to a friend of mine over-
threw all my schemes, by opening new prospects to
my poetic ambition.”

So writes Burns in his autobiography, but there
were interesting events worthy of record ere the
fateful letter arrived. The slender volume brought
him the friendship of many good neighbours of
high social standing. Professor Dugald Stewart of
Edinburgh, then residing in Catrine, Dr. Hugh
Blair, a leading literary light, Mrs. Dunlop of
Dunlop, an unfailing friend, and the beautiful Mrs.

2
B

ROBERT BURNS
Silhoueite by Miers
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LETTER TO BRETHREN OF LODGE
ST. JAMES TARBOLTON KILWINNING
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{

Stewart of Stair, celebrated in several songs, all
paid tribute to his genius and extended to the poet
2 warm and friendly welcome. To Dr. Lawrie of
Loudon House, a wise counsellor, is to be c‘;redlged
the change in the plan which a desperate situation
had thrust on the poet. Forwarding a copy of the
poems with a sketch of the poet’s life, to Dr. Black-
lock of Edinburgh, and a request t%iat he shou!d
invite the interest of the prominent literary men in
that city, a reply was received by Dr. Lawrie,
urging the poet to visit the capital with a view to
preparing a second edition of his poems. This was
an invitation which could not be resisted, and hav-
ing failed to persuade * Wee Johnnie ” Wilson of
Kilmarnock to print a second edition unless he
advanced the cost of the paper, Burns set out at the
cdose of November, 1786, for * fair Edina”” on a
pony borrowed from his patron, Dalrymple of
Orangefield. :

Trr. MONUMENT AND STATUE, situated in Kay
Park, are of comparatively recent date. The erec-
tion of a statue in Glasgow by shilling subscriptions
gave an impetus to similar schemes throughout
Scotland. Gothic in design, the memorial building,
consisting of two storeys and a tower, rises to a
height of 75 feet, and is the conception of a local
architect, Mr. R. S. Ingram. The statue of the poet,
sculptured in Sicilian marble, and modelled on the
Nasmyth portrait, is the work of Mr. W. G.
Stevenson, Edinburgh. Altogether the memorial
cost £2000, and it was declared open to the public
on gth August, 1879, by Col. Alexander of Balloch-
myle, before a vast assembly of people.

Tue MuseuM, within the monument, is the
richest in the world in respect of Burns MSS., and
besides possesses the wonderful collection of Burns’s
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Works made by the late J

Kilmarnock. The ca :

iana Library, prepared by

it 160 pages, and contains o
consisting of holograph MSS by 3

ks, foreign
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RELICS e
Among the most interesting relics of the poet to !
seen in the Museum are the following : S
Draught-board, used by Robert and Gilbert Bur
Lochlea.
Tam Samson’s gun and dram glass.

“ That woefu’ morn be ever mourned,
Saw him in shootin’ graith adorned.”

The Earl of Glencairn’s sword. e
Old Piano (Mrs. Gregory’s) of date 1786.
greatly enjoyed Mrs. Gregory’s playing on thi
Frying pan which belonged to Burns
Chair and dram glass which belonge:
late and silver teaspoons which t
~ Two cups and saucers and three Jugs Y
to the poet’s mother. £

t Sawson’s H
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EDINBURGH, 1786

Burns, hospitably entertained by farmers en
route, on arrival at the capital took up quarters
28th November, 1786, in Baxter’s Close in
Lawnmarket with John Richmond, a clerk of |
acquaintance hailing from Ayrshir\c.‘ It was t
Edinburgh of Sir Walter Scott’s day, ]
venerable, literary, with its * season
family of quality in Scotland was in -
brilliant society of the capital welc
voet, introduced as he was by n
carncd profcssors,l and Henry \
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Johnson, engraver, produced the Scof’s Musieq]
Museum, to which Burns contributed nearly 200
songs without fee or reward.

STEVENLAWS CLOSE (No. 132 High Street), where
Allan Masterton, of the High School, one of the
heroes of O Willie Brewed a Peck o’ Maut, dwelt,

AULD GREYFRIARS. In this ancient and famous
God,’,s acre lie‘s £ ]?llll'ick I\Iill_cr, Esq., of Dalswin-
ton,’ laird of Ellisland, a friend in need and in-
deed to the poet, as he was also to Alexander
Nasmyth, the painter of the Bard.

CANONGATE CHURCHYARD. In the graveyard
may be seen the simple monument Burns erected
to the memory of Fergusson, the poet. Here also
are interred ‘‘ Clarinda > and Professor Dugald
Stewart, associates of the poet.

St. Joun StrEer (N. 182 Canongate). The
Canongate Kilwinning Lodge of Freemasons, of
which Burns was Poet-Laureate, met in the turreted
building on the right through the arch.

ST. JaMEs SQUARE (off Princes Street), where
Burns lived for several months in 1787.

Sciennes HiLr House (Braid Place, Causeway-
side), was the residence of Professor Adam
Ferguson, and here the historic meeting of the two
great Scotsmen, Burns and Scott, took place. It
was early in 1787 and the incident of Scott receiv-
ing his literary baptism at the hands of the Ayrshire
poet has been permanently portrayed on canvas by
Hardie the artist. The picture is now in the
Chambers’s Institute, Peebles.

OLp CarToN BUrRYING-GROUND. This interesting
God’s acre contains the unmarked grave of Willie
Nicol, companion and fellow-lodger of the poet,
and also that of the mother of Dr, Candlish, one of
the five ¢ Belles of Mauchline.”

JEAN ARMOUR AND GRANDDAUGHTER
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~arToN HiLL. One of the view points of the city
has many MONUIMENts of national interest. Pro-
fessor Dugald Stewart, Burns’s warm friend, is
in stone and on a lower spur of the
hill stands one of Edinburgh’s memorials to the
poet she honoured in his day. Bu}"ns’s monument,
imposing yet graceful, is Grecian 1n character and
consists of twelve Corinthian pillars on a circular
foundation supporting a cupola surmounted by
riffins. It was erected in 1831 from the designs
of Thomas Hamilton. ;

GEORGE SQUARE.  This famous residential
quarter has at least two dwellings associated with
the poet. In No. 55 Henry MacKenzie, editor of
the Lounger, whose bold recognition of the Poet’s
genius paved the way for Burns’s welcome by
literary circles in Edinburgh, lived and entertained
for many years. In No. 23 Lord Craig, a dis-
tinguished judge and relative of Burns’s “Clarinda’
had his home.

Burns Statue. The last work of Flaxman, the
sculptor, who did not live to finish it. This statue
of white marble representing the poet contemplat-
ing the daisy’s fate, may be seen in the Scottish
National Portrait Gallery.

Burns Statue (Leith). Not to be outdone by
its great neighbour, Leith has a very fine statue of
the poet, the work of D. W. Stevenson.

GLASGOW

The poet’s association with the city of the West
has been the source of much speculation. Recent
research has revealed that only on five occasions
did Burns visit Glasgow. In his day the population
did not exceed 45,000 whereas Edinburgh, with
almost double the population, was not only the

T.B. D

commemorated




50 HOMES AND HAUNTS A

Capital, but, the literary centre of Scotland. It 3 ay or |
does not appear that the poet made contacts with fﬁc h:sm or .
the nobility, professors, or literary circles and his St Muﬁgo and its
correspondence, with natives mainly, consisted of not tradition that h
letters to a few business friends. And yet two in John Smith
Glasgow people very closely identified with the

poet in his later years were productive of much
letter writing. The “ Clarinda® of the wi

most notable friends, also of Glasgow, was D.
Moore, author of Lelucca and other works, wh
the recipient of that most valuable autobiograp!
letter written to him by the poet from Moss

August, 1787.

place for nie:kp _
ated in the city 1
bers at 2
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Burns StaTUE. Glasgow’s statue of
sculptor C. E. Ewing, stands in Geor
18 noteworthy for the four fine pa
also designed by Ewing. Itwas unveiled by Lord
I_-Iong_'hton on 25th January, 1877. An interesting
fact is that the funds required were raised b

a shilling subscription—an example followed by
other cities and towns.

Burns,
ge Sqnare and
nels in bronge

BURNS’S TOURS, 1787

The Edinburgh edition published, Burns set out
on a tour of the border counties with his friend
Robert Ainslie. After visiting Ainslie’s home at
Berrywell in Berwickshire, they passed through the
romantic Scott country (as it is now known), to
Newecastle, returning by Carlisle and Dumftries to
Dalswinton, when the poet looked over Mr.
Miller’s property which he was soon to lease and
make a home for Jean Armour. It was a triumphal
tour for his fame had preceded him, and entertain-
ment and honours were thrust on him wherever he
halted. ;

Arriving at Mauchline on the 8th of June, he set
out shortly for a solitary journey to the West
Highlands by way of Greenock to Inveraray,
returning by Loch Lomond to Glasgow and
Mauchline.

After a period at Mossgiel he again visited Edin-
burgh, residing with his friend Nicol in Buccleuch
Street.

On 25th August, 1787, Burns set off with his
friend William Nicol in a chaise for the Highlands
travelling as far north as Inverness. The route
taken was through Linlithgow, Bannockburn and
Stirling, by Strathallan and Killiecrankie, to Blair
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Atholl. Culloden Moor was visited as w
of Foyers, Nairn, Forres, Elgin, and :
places, and the return journey was mac
coast by way of Aberdeen and Montra
town he made the acquaintance of
kindred. This journey was an in

the poet, for besides stimulating

of the natural beauty and : ANCe

he was entertained royally by

the Duke of Gordon, Sir '
Ochtertyre, and many others. O

to Burns was his meeting wi

Fintry, a friend to him on

Neil Gow, who played old

no doubt stirred within hi

fervour. His visit to

burn, Killiecrankie ar

fruitful, and later he

DUMFRIES
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Burns, confined to his room as the result
accident, took counsel with himself, and as a
vision for the future, applied for an Excise ap
ment. Through the influence of his good fri
Mr. Graham of Fintry, his name was placed o
roll. Eventually he secured a settlement with |
publisher, Creech, and found himself the Possess
of £500 capital, with which sum he turned his b
on Edinburgh and retraced his steps to
There he disbursed £200 to his brother Gi er
help him to retrieve the position at the farm, 2
sought to fulfil his own ideal  to make a h
fireside clime for weans and wife,” by takir
Armour to wife in August, 1788, in the ¢
of his friend Gavin Hamilton.

ELLISLAND, 1788-1791
(6 miles from Dumfries)
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Again thou usher’st in the day
My Mary from my soul was torn.”

Burns carried through his duties as Exc

yvith faithfulness and humanity, and in his wlz{rt::il::?
Ings made many friends. It is said that he knew
the River Nith better than his Ayrshire rivers, anq
he certainly found inspiration in the beautiful
country surrounding Ellisland. Friars Carse and
Dalswinton, Maxwelton and Glenriddel, Craig-
darroch and Woodley Park, were visited by the
poet, who was entertained hospitably, and his muse
cast its mantle generously alike over scenes of
tender and humorous experience. Northward,
where flows “ Sweet Afton Water,” the poet found
friends and cronies from New Cumnock, through
Sanquhar, where he encountered the funeral of
Mrs. Oswald, on a stormy night to his discomfiture,
to Thornhill, Drumlanrig, Wanlockhead, Dalgar-
nock and Closeburn. Even as far as Moffat the
poet wandered to spend a night with his old friend
Nicol and celebrate the event in his famous
bacchanalian song :

“ O Willie brewed a peck o’ maut
And Rob and Allan cam to pree.”

This song was followed by another effusion of
the same character, when three lairds, neighbours
of Burns, met at Friars Carse to contend for the
prize of an ancient whistle, which was won by a
former laird of Maxwelton from a Dane who came
to Scotland in the train of Anne of Denmark :

* Three joyous good fellows, with hearts clear of
flaw ;
Craigdarroch, so famous for wit, worth, and law ;

BURNS MONUMENT, DUMFRIES:
INTERIOR =ik
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And trusty Glcnrid;iel, so skill’d in old coins ;
And gallant Sir Robert, deep-read in old wines.”

At Friars Carse the poet made the acquaintance
of Mrs. Riddel of Woodley Park, a good friend to
the poet in Dumfries, Miss Davies, immortalised in
that tenderest of love songs, Bonnie wee thing, cannte
wee thing, and most noteworthy of all Captain
Francis Grose, author of the Anfiquities of Seotland,
for whom Burns composed that masterpiece, Tam o’
Shanter. 1t is recorded and not doubted that the
poet composed this matchless poem in one day in
the autumn of 1790 as he paced by the side of the
River Nith. To this period belong such songs as
Auld Lang Syne, John Anderson mpy Jo, The Silver
Tassie, The Banks o> Doon and the beautiful lament
over the death of the poet’s first friend and patron,
the Earl of Glencairn :

“ The bridegroom may forget the bride
Was made his wedded wife yestreen ;
The monarch may forget the crown
That on his head an hour has been j
The mother may forget the child
That smiles sae sweetly on her knee ;
But I’ll remember thee, Glencairn,
And a’ that thou has done for me.”

But Ellisland as a farm was a failure, and Burns
decided to throw up his lease. Mr. Miller, his laird,
agreed, and in August, 1791, the auctioneer
appeared, and the crop and stock was disposed of.
Ms. Burns and family had gone to Ayrshire for a
few weeks, and Burns passed from the pleasant
holms of Ellisland to a house in the Wee Vennel
of Dumlfries. ‘
The final disposal of Ellisland and its lands is of
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interest to all Burns lovers, In 1921 they
offered for sale but failed to find a 1
George Williamson of West Quarter, Lanark:
had vowed once that if jt :
market he would purchase it. This ad'

poet negotiated and secured it and in due

through his brother it was bequeathed to
nation for all time.

DUMFRIES, 179 1-1796

Pnortoth:sthc th
& Glatinda = was about to sml fbr the
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ballads, epistles, toasts and epigrams i
numbers, and the Dumfries perigc? wg:splrgli{%?a}
much fine if minor work, He maintained c:t
correspondence with George Thomson alg;lost
ninety letters being extant, and with Mrs.,Dun]O
William Nicol, Robert Ainslie, Francis Grose ax?ci
A. Cunningham. X

With the exception of a short tour in Gallowa
with his friend John Syme, the poct seldom left
Dumfries except when on duty or to visit his friend
Mrs. Ridley of Woodley Park. He walked much
in the early evening, when the urge of composition
flowed in his veins, and a favourite resort was by the
Nith towards the ruined abbey of Lincluden.

Towards the close of 1794 Burns was an acting
Supervisor of Excise and there was a possibility of
his being moved to another centre, but his health
was poor and by the end of 1795 serious illness had
attacked him. The death of an only daughter in
the autumn filled the cup of affliction. His days
were numbered, and full well the poet knew it. A
brief stay at Brow, on the Solway Firth, brought no
relief. On the 7th July, 1796, he is writing his
friend Cunningham, “ I fear the voice of the bard
will be heard among you no more.” About the
same date he is writing his wife, addressing her as
“ My dearest love,” and to his brother Gilbert he
writes, ““ I am dangerously ill and not likely to get
better. God keep my wife and children.”

Home to Dumfries to die ! Nursed tenderly by
Jessie Lewars, to whom the poet addressed the
beautiful song, O wert thou in the cauld blast, the
waiting was not long. On the 21st July, 1496,
Burns died. His kinsman Carlyle, in a glowing
panegyric, has written :

“ And thus he passed, not softly, yet speedily,

”‘:B‘:I'mﬁs WALK BY THE NITH, DUMFRIES
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into that still country, where the hail storms and
fire-showers do not reach, and the heaviest-laden
wayfarer at length lays down his load.”

Four days later the remains of the poet were
interred with military honours in St. Michael’s
Churchyard. !

Burns's Frrst HoMe 1x Dumrries. At the foot
of Bank Street (originally called the Wee Vennel),
left-hand side, will be found a house bearing a
tablet which reads : L

« Robert Burns, the national poet, hved in this
house with his family on coming to Dumfries
from Ellisland, 1791.”

Burns’s House, in Burns Street, off St. Michael
Street, the home of the poet for three years, is now
under the care of Dumfries Burns Club. In a niche
may be seen a bust of the bard gifted by the late
William Smart, M.P. There is little change since
the poet occupied it, and the apartment in which
Burns breathed his last is much as it was during his
life. The poet’s youngest son, Colonel William
Nicol Burns, purchased the property on his return
from India. The poet’s widow and family resided
in this house until her death in 1834,

Although more Burns relics are to be found in
the private homes of Dumfries than anywhere, a
very interesting collection may be seen in Burns’s
House. The original fireplace and breakfast table
remain, while a blue punchbowl, a copper toddy
kettle, and the bread basket o “ Bonnie Jean,” are
domestic articles carefully preserved. A silver
snuff-box gifted to the poet by the Earl of Glen-
cairn, on whom he penned an imperishable lament,
a masonic apron gifted by Burns to Gordon of
Kenmuir, and several scripts are relics worthy of
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more than a passing interest. One pathetic
which arrests attention is the cast of the poet”
obtained for phrenological purposes on the eve
the interment of the poet’s widow in 1834,
Tue MipsteEpLE, built 1705, was, until 1
Courthouse, Municipal Buildings, Prison,
Storehouse for the town’s arms i

civilised w

Burns’s funeral took place from the Midsteeple Garlylc €Xpresses.
25th July, 1796, the remains having been the founding of
overnight from his house in Mill Street (ny t?egan w,rl‘

Street). :
THE Groee InN (High Street, known as Bur
Howff). His punchbowl and toddy ladle
preserved, and the chair he occupied
visitor. In a room upstairs a pane of glass v
verses of poetry inscribed by the poet ma:
Burns MausoLeum. The place of p
Dumfries is the Mausoleum in the anci
rd of St. Michael’s which was

fm:mo_fa.
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Chronicle, published annually by the
tion, Kilmarnock, under the to

Ewing, of Glasgow. Itisas :
tative magazine with a wide wor







