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Socond from left is Mr. Dermod O'Brien, President, Royal Hibernian Academy (since deceased).

Interest in Book Fair lecture.
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to his memor: It is an occasion truly
appropriate to the man. Davis loved statues,
those embodiments in stone of a people’s
history. Everything that was part of the
culture and the story of Ireland was to him
a thing worthy of respect.  Be it the painting
of a battle, the ruin of a church, a page of
old vellum or the rough hewn stones of
an ancient burial ground, Davis would cheri
them all as part of the herit f
of his day, as part, indeed, of his own heritage.

le was a simple man and a man of un-
pretentious humility and so he almost certainly
never saw himself in the role of somebody
whom future gencrations would honour and
to whom here, in sight of the College where
is national mind first disclosed itself, his
people would raise a statue. Had he fore-
seen that, he might have been a little amused
and a little surprised, but he would also
have been glad and proud for he would
have taken that tribute not as one to himself
but to all that brilliant band, Dillon, Gayan
Duffy, Smith O'Brien, Mitchel, Mangan,
Doheny, Martin, McGee, and the others
who made the spiritual reyolution which
was Young Ireland.

Thomas Davis was
not a phenomenon.
He was one of a line
of great men who stretch backwards through
Emmet and Tone and Grattan to the day
of our former independence, and forwards
through Mitchel, Parnell and Childers, to
the present independence of this part of
Ireland which that long successi
us. Davi out from his comrade:
not neces he did more, but

A Line of
Great Men.

teach and to put into words the ideals and
ambitions of our nation and people
There is no record of when exactly Davis
accepted the national ideal in place of the
ideals which were held by his friends and
is family. There is no tradition of a sudden
tion of a great truth. In all pro-
bability there was no such sudden realisation.
Davis was a scholar; he read deeply; he
pondered much. Again and again through-
out his articles in ** The Nation™ he shows his
interest in other countries, some of them with
problems and with pasts not unlike Irefand’s
He had a special aptitude for |
studies and in these the 1

ical





























































