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4. John Saunders Lewis ( 1893-1985), father of twentieth-century
Welsh nationalism, was the dominant figure within Plaid Cymru for
the first two decades of its history: as Lieutenant | S Lewis i the
South Wales Borderers circa 1916 (left), and with Catrin and |
Daniel. Jack Daniel became party president in 1939






lyndwr's Parliam

ent H

1926,










& PENYBERTH )

The Penyberth operation was remarkable for its secrecy and
meticulous planning, which bore all the hallmarks of the
organisational skills of party general secretary | E Jones.

The identity of those immediately involved apart from the three
defendants was kept confidential for many years. The party’s
leaders took considerable pains to distance J E Jones from direct
involvement: they could not afford to have their organiser behind
bars at a critical time in the party’s history.

It is now known that as well as the defendants a group of four
people were immediately responsible for the events of 8 September
1936 — ] E Jones, Welsh Nationalist editor Robin Richards, Victor
Hampson Jones and O M Roberts, later chairman of Gwynedd
county council.

Following release from Wormwood Scrubs, Saunders Lewis was
dismissed from his post as a lecturer in Welsh at University
College, Swansea, and remained an outcast from ‘respectable’
academic circles until the 1950s. The other defendants were more
fortunate — Lewis Valentine remained a Baptist minister and D ]
Williams kept his teaching post in Fishguard, Pembrokeshire. 10. Saunders Lewis writing his address to the jury in Caernarfon

Crown Court — a photograph taken by Dr Gwent Jones in October

1936: "And I claim that, if the moral law counts for anything, the
people who ought to be in this dock are the people responsible for
the destruction of Penyberth”.

There are many anecdotes about the nine months in Wormwood
Scrubs. The three Welsh prisoners chose to attend a French
learners’ class in order to be able to meet. The ruse was soon
discovered — because of Saunders Lewis’ fluent French — but the
three were allowed to continue with their lessons.

The burning of the bombing schools and the vindictive conduct
of Lewis' employers had a profound effect on Welsh-language
literature. From now on, it would be difficult to find a writer of
substance in Welsh who was not a nationalist; and no major poet
would rejoice in Wales' links with England or its shrinking Empire. J
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were there and [ wish 1 were forty years younger. [ should be
prepared to risk a protest that would be a defiance™* As the
three Plaid leaders began a nine-month gaol sentence in
Wormwood Scrubs, the cause of Welsh nationalism had never
been stronger. The high-handed treatment of the Welsh
language during the trials led to a national language petition
calling for equal status for Welsh. Organised by Dafydd Jenkins
who chronicled the Penyberth saga in 7dn yn Llyn, the
petition attracted 365,000 signatures and was one of the
national moyement's major achievements, It resulted in the
first concession to the Welsh language by Westminster — the
1942 Welsh Courts Act.’ The vast rally in Caernarfon of some
12,000 people to welcome the Penyberth three on their
release was the biggest such event ever organised by the
nationalist party. There was widespread anger at the
subsequent dismissal of Saunders Lewis from his post by the
University authorities in Swansea.

Penyberth did not produce the revolution in Welsh spirit for
which Saunders Lewis had hoped. The apparent increase in
popular support for nationalism proved to be of limited
duration in the tense run-up to the Second World War. The
party itself was too small and lacked sufficient community
roots to reap the harvest in terms of seats fought and votes
won. But there was another dimension. For the first time in
centuries people had suffered for their vision of a free Wales.
And that strengthened the backbone of the movement that
alone could win Welsh freedom.
! dn yn Liyn by Dafydd Jenkins, Plaid Cymru 1937 and 1975
! Lloyd George Family Letters 1885-1936, ed. Kenneth O Morgan, University
of Wales Press/ Oxford University Press, 1973
3 Gerald Morgan, The Dragon’s Tongue, Triskel Press, 1966,

11. Caernarfon, September 1937 — a crowd of twelve thousand sing
to welcome the Penyberth three after their release from Wormwood
Scrubs.
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Plaid Cymru lost no time in pointing to the new Labour
government's failure to honour promises made by some of its
candidates to set up a Welsh Parliament. In a three-cornered
fight in the December 1946 Aberdare by-election, Wynne
Samuel collected 7,090 votes, 20 per cent of the vote, pushing
the Conservative candidate into third place. The party now
threw itself into campaigns to defend Welsh land, organising a
spectacular rally on the shores of Liyn-y-fan against the vast
tracts of land held by the War Office. Plaid Cymru also fought a
Forestry Commission scheme to take over a million acres: after
a big rally above Rhandirmwyn in Carmarthenshire the
Commission abandoned their first plans for planting in the
upper Tywi valley in Carmarthenshire.

Plaid pressure in the mid-1940s — and its new-found hunger
to carry the fight to the London parties — pushed Attlee’s
Labour government into setting up an advisory Council for
Wales and Monmouthshire in 1948. But the nationalists were
at this stage still too thin on the ground to take full advantage
of the momentum built up at the end of the war.

Plaid Cymru again fought seven seats in the general election of
February 1950, and took 17,580 votes, while Labour clung on
precariously to power in London. But with another election
called in October 1951 and with finances strained, the party
fielded only four candidates.

By now, Plaid members were embroiled in the move to
petition Westminster to set up a Welsh Parliament. The
Parliament for Wales campaign, sponsored officially by Undeb
Cymru Fydd and which lasted from 1950 to 1956, was also
supported by the Liberal and Communist parties and by five
Labour MPs. But from the start it was evident that the hard
work would have to be done by Nationalists. ] E Jones had
prepared the ground by organising the first of a series of rallies
which were to be held annually by Plaid Cymru for over a
quarter of a century. ‘A Parliament for Wales in Five Years' was
the slogan of the first of these, held in Machynlleth in 1949;

15. Trawsfynydd, 1951 — Gwynfor Evans negotiates with an army
officer while Plaid members block the road to the military camp in
their two-day vigil. Among those in the front row are Dan Thomas ( on
the left), R Tudur Jones (and behind him, Waldo Williams ), | E Jones
(third from left in the front), Glyn James and Dr Pennar Davies.







17. Two cartoons by Meirion Roberts, Old Colwyn, sum up London
government's handling of Wales — exploitation by London party
politicians, Alec Douglas-Home, George Brown and Harold Wilson
(top), and how to make them sit up — starring Harold Macmillan and
Hugh Gaitskell (below ).

ID CYMRUand WALES

TRYWERYN

18. The fight for Tryweryn — Gwynfor Evans in action at tf
of the Llyn Celyn reservoir, October 1965.

At the end of 1955, the people of a small village near

woke to the news that the Liverpool Corporation hadl
announced plans to build a new reservoir in Wales — and
drown their homes. Liverpool's scheme involved flooding
substantial part of the Tryweryn valley in Meirionnydd. and
displacement of the Welsh-speaking community of Capel
Celyn.

From the moment that the threat to Tryweryn was revealed
Plaid Cymru threw itself into the battle to save the valley. Its
success in mobilising Welsh public opinion against the scheme
reflected the progress which it had made as a major national
pressure group since 1936.






released under the thirty-year rule revealed that nationalist
pressure had played a decisive role in determining the
construction of new steelworks at Llanwern in Gwent. The
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr Heathcote Amory, warned his
Cabinet colleagues in a secret memorandum: “There is still
great resentment over the support given by the Government to
Liverpool’s Bill for flooding part of the Tryweryn valley in
Merioneth . . . If the Government were now to stop the
building of the stripmill in Wales, criticism of the Government
would be greatly intensified and Welsh nationalist feeling
aroused. The dangers of such a situation must not be under-
rated.™

‘Remember Tryweryn' abides as a powerful slogan to this day
—a defeat perhaps, but also an inspiration.

' Tros Gymru by ) E Jones, Gwasg John Penry, Swansea 1970,
S Western Mail, 2 January 1989

19. 1955 — Chris Rees is welcomed after his release from Swansei
prison by general secretary | E Jones and Gwynfor Evans.

20. Rally in the rain — in Llanuwchllyn, during the Trywenn
campaign. In the picture is Tom Jones (left), later a leading member
of Gwynedd county council.

21, Jennie Eirian Davies.
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Phil Williams, one of the leading new members from the
Valleys, records how the national party avoided a split during
these difficult years: within two days of a stormy meeting of the
executive in 1965, a letter arrived from Gwynfor Evans’ home
in Llangadog, Carmarthenshire. Phil Williams was to ponder a
decade later how many letters like this had held the Blaid
together at a difficult time in its history.*

The early sixties marked a decisive change in the organisation
of Welsh nationalism. Until 1959, it was generally accepted
that Plaid Cymru was to operate as an umbrella for the whole
national movement. Apart from the ‘non-political” work of Urdd
Gobaith Cymru, the Welsh League of Youth, and the National
Eisteddfod, the burden of caring for the transmission of the
country's identity fell largely upon a single organisation and a
handful of people. As the movement grew during the 1950s, so
the tensions mounted: with raised expectations on all fronts,
everyone expected something different — some, the primacy
of the Welsh language, for others direct action in defence of
national rights.

The time had come for the national movement to evolve, and
during the next fifteen years, a range of organisations were to
emerge to play their own specialist role in the struggle for
Wales' future.

Perhaps the most significant pointer for the future came in
1962, when Plaid Cymru held its annual summer school at
Pontarddulais. Earlier in the year, Saunders Lewis had delivered
a radio lecture calling on the movement to “make it impossible
to carry on the business of local government or central
government without the Welsh language”.* Saunders Lewis had
withdrawn from party political activity in 1945: his call was
more electrifying for that reason.

Lewis intended Plaid Cymru to be the vehicle for the project
he had in mind; but the new generation believed that the time
had come for a separate movement. The result was the
formation at Pontarddulais of Cymdeithas yr laith Gymraeg, the

22, Gwynfor and Rhiannon Evans meet Irish leader Eamon de Valera.

Welsh Language Society, which was to become one of the
successful pressure groups in Europe. Soon it would mo
from under the umbrella of the party, and acquire its
identity and vigorous style of campaign.

Since 1962, the growth of other parallel movements has
strengthened the national cause. The Welsh schools'
movement, Mudiad Ysgolion Meithrin, the Welsh pop industry
pioneered by Sain Cyf, and later on media companies have all
emerged to play their own specialist role in a widening
spectrum. Plaid Cymru, despite losing the energies of some of
those involved in other spheres, gained from this process. Iis
role as a political party was becoming clearer. The 1965
Machynlleth summer school adopted detailed policies on the

21
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Appointment of a Royal Commission remains a classic
Establishment tactic to head off pressure for radical change.
Most commissions could be relied upon to take years to
produce their report. By the time their recommendations
appeared. they could often be safely left to gather dust. Fate,
however, was to determine a very different outcome for the
Commission’s report, when it eventually appeared.? Fresh from
its by-clection tussles, Plaid Cymru made full use of the
platform provided by the Royal Commission. The party’s own
constitutional proposals were ratified by a special conference
held in the Temple of Peace, Cardiff, on 7 March 1970 before
presentation to the Commission. The plans drawn up by an
expert panel, including a number of distinguished Welsh
lawyers, advocated a two-chamber Parliament for Wales,
clected by proportional representation. England, Wales and
Scotland would each be fully self-governing countries,
cooperating within a ‘Britannic Confederation’ with joint
boards administering matters of common concern, such as
transport.

Plaid also presented the Crowther Commission with its
massively detailed Economic Plan for Wales. This was the work
of the party’s Research Group, which had been founded in
1966 and whose leading members included the plan’s co-
authors, Dr Phil Williams and the party’s newly adopted
candidate for Merioneth, Mr Dafydd Wigley, who had a strong
background in industry. Lord Crowther was to find the
cconomic plan — which had taken three years to prepare —
an impressive document. The core of the Plaid blueprint was
based on work on an ‘input-output’ matrix analysis of the
Welsh economy supervised by a leading Welsh economist,
Professor Edward Nevin — work which had apparently been
ignored by the Labour government in drawing up Wales: The
Way Abead.

The Plaid plan aimed to provide employment within
reasonable travelling distance of all Welsh communities. It did
s0 by analysing and targetting growth industries. An attractive

26

26. Plaid Cymru'’s team giving evidence to the Royal Commission on
the Constitution at the City Hall, Cardiff, in 1969. At the table: Chris
Rees, Dewi Watcyn Powell, Gwynfor Evans MP, Dafydd Williams, Phil
Williams and Dafydd Wigley.

infrastructure would be provided by a series of major and
minor industrial parks, served by key communications and
back-up in the shape of industrial education and common
facilities. A powerful development authority would play a key
role in attracting and setting up new industry.

Plaid Cymru’s Economic Plan for Wales was deliberately
printed in looseleaf form. The authors recognised that their
strategy would have to be modified in response to changing
economic circumstances. Since then the oil price hike of the
middle seventies, reduced growth in many western countries
and the ‘greenhouse effect’ greatly changed the basic
parameters. Nevertheless Plaid Cymru's Economic Plan for
Wales remains the only serious attempt to work out a
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declared go to Merioneth, where an ecstatic crowd in
Dolgellau acclaimed the victory of a 27-year old lecturer,
Dafydd Elis Thomas.

Meanwhile eighty miles south in Carmarthen tension mounted
as news leaked out that the result was going to be desperately
close. The first declaration put Gwynfor Evans ahead of Labour
MP Gwynoro Jones by two votes — the next showed him
losing by one! After counting resumed at noon the next day,
the final result showed just three votes lay between the Plaid
leader and victory. Quite a few people bitterly reproached
themselves for not having made it to the polling station!

Gwynfor Evans declined to press for a further count despite
the desperately close finish. By Friday afternoon, it was clear
that Harold Wilson and the Labour Party would form the next
government — but only just. Another election was likely —
and how better to fight it in Carmarthen from just three votes
behind?

And 5o it proved. Harold Wilson sought to extend his majority
by calling a second election in October. While Labour gained
votes almost everywhere, Carmarthen returned Gwynfor Evans
in triumph to Westminster with a 3,640 majority. He now led a
team of three in the Commons — both Plaid MPs in Gwynedd
had increased their majorities.

And Plaid was not alone. The Scottish National Party captured

30 per cent of the Scottish vote in October 1974 and now had

a team of eleven MPs in Westminster. Fourteen representatives

of Scottish and Welsh nationalism now sat on the benches of

the House of Commons — and the Labour Government, its

majority still precarious, was forced to sit up and take notice.

' Aros Mae ( They Still Abide ), a reference to a well-known poem.

2 The result was Ted Rowlands ( Labour) 15,562 (48.4% ), Emrys Roberts
(Plaid Cymru) 11,852 (36.7%), Christopher Barr (Con) 2,366 (7.3%),
Arthur Jones (Comm) 1519 (5.5%), Arthur Donaldson (Lib) 765 (2.1%).

28. A special train packed with Plaid supporters heads for
Westminster after Gwynfor Evans wins Carmarthen in the Ot
1974 election.







29. The Carmarthen by-election proved an inspiration for
Welsh culture as well as the country’s political life. It marked
the beginning of a more positive attitude towards the Welsh
language and greater confidence in the concept of Wales as a
nation.

The event was celebrated by Harri Webb (left), a leading
Anglo-Welsh poet, in his ‘Ballad for the Fourteenth of July’,
recited at the Maesteg summer school the following month by
Eisteddfod-winner Eurig Wyn and
published in the September 1966
issue of Welsh Nation,

In July 1986 Plaid Cymru
celebrated the fiftieth anniversary
of the Penyberth incident and the
twentieth anniversary of the
Carmarthen by-election in twin
rallies at Pwllheli and
Carmarthen (below).

A ballad of
the fourteenth

of July

When Gwynfor got in for Carmarthen,
Old Merlin was roused by our roar,
And we sang the National Anthem

As it's never been sung before.

In the Square before the Guildhall
We gathered two thousand strong,
And as far as Abergwili

They could hear the triumphal song.

And around us were the thousands

Of patriots near and far

Who had played their part in the battle
When Gwynfor got in for Shir Gar.

The Lord Rhys rode with Rebecca,
And Princess Gwenllian came

At the head of a host of heroes
Long fallen without a name.

There was singing in Pantycelyn,

And a prayer at Blaenycoed,

For we'd learnt from Llanddowror the lessom
That freedom can't be destroyed.

Tryweryn flowed into the Tywi,
And Clywedog flood came down
To burst the dams of betrayal
That night in Carmarthen town.

And the snarling ranks of treason
Slunk away with many a curse

In the dawn of right and reason

As they clambered aboard their hearse.

When Gwynfor got in for Carmarthen
e summer night was sweet,
The breeze blew in from the hayfields
And the people danced in the street.
Harri Webb

(Gwyrfab)
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But even in its darkest hour, Plaid Cymru was to show it could
fight back. Within a year of Mrs Thatcher becoming Prime
Minister, Welsh nationalism took on the government — and
won.

' The Pneumoconiosis Ete. ( Workers' Compensation ) Act 1979, which
secured its Second Reading on 2 April 1979 and royal assent two days later.
* Report of the Plaid Cymru Commission of Inquiry, 1981, The members were
Eurfyl ap Gwilym. Emrys Roberts, Owen John Thomas, Dafydd Wigley and

Phil Williams.

PLAID CYMRU

the partyof Wakes

35, Plaid’s emblem, the Triban, in the thirties, sixties and nineties.
The design — by artist and architect Richard Huws — symbolises the
mountains of Wales,

THE FIGHT FOR THE
WELSH CHANNEL

Plaid Cymru had always recognised the importance of
broadcasting, Winning a radio service for Wales had been one
of Saunders Lewis™ earliest aims — and one in which he proved
surprisingly successful. In the 1920s and early 1930s, there
were no radio programmes in Welsh, and the broadcasting
service was run from Bristol. In 1927, five years after the
establishment of the BBC, the only regular broadcasting in
Welsh was half an hour a week broadeast from Dublin on
Radio Eireann! It took a decade of struggle to win recognition
for Wales within the BBC, and to secure a daily 20 minutes’
radio in Welsh during the Second World War.

Plaid Cymru pressure for an independent Welsh broade
corporation secured a measure of autonomy for the B
Wales. In the 1950s, Gwynfor Evans playved a leading
fighting plans to downgrade Welsh radio programn

inferior waveband. Plaid Cymru formed Cymdei!
Gwrandawyr (the listeners’ society ), whose mc

to pay the radio licence fee. As a member of the

Plaid leader was brought before Llangadog magis

and the original wavelength was won back The ads
television made the need for Welsh control of broads

more urgent than ever. Gwynfor Evans was in the thic

efforts to set up and run Teledu Cymru, an independent
company which successfully broadcast seven hours a sweek
Welsh-language programmes in 1962-3, but which was brought
down by reception difficulties in the hilly terrain allocated to
them.

Mass television greatly increased the pressure on the Welsh
language in its heartlands. The TV set in the corner brought
Anglo-American culture into almost every Welsh home.

37
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36. Campaign for the Welsh TV channel: demonstrations in Wales
(opposite ), outside Westminster — the banner referred to the broken
promise made in the Queen’s Speech to Parliament — and after the
big rally in Cardiff’s Sophia Pavilion (Gwynfor Evans talks to Ted
Merriman, with Glyn James, Dafydd Elis Thomas, Dafydd Wigley and
Dafvdd Williams ).

Teachers soon observed the effects on the language spoken by
school children.

During the 1970s, pressure increased for a Welsh-language
television service, with a vigorous campaign led by Cymdeithas
yr laith, now a formidable pressure group. The society's long
struggle was without precedent. Hundreds were sent to prison
for the cause. There was support too from a broad cross-
section of public opinion in Wales. Plaid Cymru's annual
conference set out its demands in 1972 — an independent
Welsh Broadeasting Corporation providing a complete
broadcasting service in both English and Welsh. A Welsh
television channel was backed by an all-party campaign. and a
national conference convened by the Lord Mayor of Cardiff
voted in favour of the policy in June 1973

The steady pressure on all fronts brought results. Five official
committees and commissions examined the cause for a Welsh
TV service — all arrived at the same conclusion. that a service
should be provided on the vacant fourth channel In 1974
Labour government announced it accepted the princiy
although practical measures were referred to the Ani
Committee which was examining the whole ficld
broadcasting. In 1979 all the major political partic

themselves to set up a Welsh TV channel in their ¢
manifestos, and following Mrs Thatcher's victory, the
government undertook in the Queen’s Speech to seek

start with the fourth television channel in Wales'. By |
funding was already in place for the engineering and
transmission work — £18 million had already been set aside |
the Labour government.

So it came as a massive shock when the Tory Home Secretary
William Whitelaw announced on 11 September 1979 in a
speech at Cambridge that the government intended (o rencge
on its pledge. There would be no Welsh television channel —
despite all the promises. Many nationalists concluded that the
referendum fiasco and the check in Plaid Cymru's vote in 1979

39







37. Tuesday 2 November 1982 — and victory. In his Llangadog home,
Gwynfor Evans tunes in to the first day’s broadcasting by Sianel
Pedwar Cymru, the television channel he won for Wales and the
Welsh language.

38. Eighties protest — “Where's
the Welsh channel, England?
Where are the jobs?'

JOBS, COAL AND WATER

Gwynfor Evans stepped down from his post as president of
Plaid Cymru in 1981. He had been at the helm for 36 years. As
well as digesting the recommendations of their Commission of
Inquiry, the party conference in Carmarthen also had the job of
choosing his successor, Caernarfon MP Dafydd Wigley.

Unemployment had climbed steeply during the early 1980s,
reaching a peak of 190,368 in January 1986. Plaid Cymru's
response was to mount 4 campaign for jobs in Wales — no eas)
task, given the feeling of hopelessness at the mounting wave of
redundancies. Powerful demonstrations which greeted the
Prime Minister in Swansea and Cardiff ensured that in future
Mrs Thatcher would be an infrequent visitor to Wales.

Plaid also resumed the offensive on Welsh water. Nationalists
were not alone in pointing to the injustice Wales faced
although Wales supplied Birmingham and Liy erpool wil
water, Welsh people faced substantially higher water
the residents of either city. To add insult to injury

Tory government repealed the act which Plaid MFP
secure in the 1970s and which had provided Weis!
with a ‘partial equalisation’ payment of £3 million
Cymru’s move in calling for an all-out no-payment sie

1 March 1982 met with considerable public support

in the south Wales valleys.

It was a hard fight. Led by their national field organiser Gori
Howells, Plaid members in the valleys fought a running battic
with water authority officials. Non-payers whose water wis cut
off had their supplies restored ‘unofficially’

But defending thousands of people from court action or cuts in
supplies was clearly going to be a Herculean task. Dafydd
Wigley and water authority chairman John Elfed Jones agreed
to a test case in the High Court — a unique deal, in w hich each

41




39. Carmarthen, October 1981: Conference rises Lo Gwynfor Evans after his final address as Plaid Cymru president. Those in the front row of the
top table include (from left): Gwynn Matthews ( chair, conference steering committee ), Elwyn Roberts, Syd Morgan, Dafydd Iwan, Phyllis Ellis,
Teuan Wyn Jones (Plaid chairman), Mrs Rhiannon Evans, Gwynfor, John Dixon, Phil Richards, Dafydd Elis Thomas, Owcen John Thomas and
Delwyn Phillips.

side agreed not to press for legal costs against the loser. With
this concession, Plaid’s non-payment campaign wis brought to
2 close on 23 February 1983, although Labour MPs were still
trying to smear the party for various instances of non-payment
years later!

The test case proved less than conclusive. The Welsh Water
Authority made a declaration in open court that it was entitled
to seek payment for water exports from Wales, a key element
in Plaid’s demands. But no substantial payment was ever
secured for the 88,000 million gallons of Welsh water
exported every year. Welsh water bills remain unfairly high.

Plaid Cymru strenuously opposed the Tories’ sell-off of Wales'
water resources as part of their programme of privatisation. A
large tract of the Severn valley, one of the richest water-
producing areas of Wales, is run by the Worcester-based Severn

42

Trent Water plc as a privatised colony in the heart of Wales.
Exploitation of Welsh resources is unlikely to stop this side of
self-government.

The 1983 election saw Plaid Cymru consolidate its position in
Gwynedd. Both its MPs now seemed firmly entrenched. In
Ynys Mon, the party pushed Labour aside to finish a strong
second to the Conservatives. Elsewhere, Plaid found its vote
compressed; and throughout the eighties its leaders would
ponder how their movement could be transformed into an all-
Wales party.

Many Plaid members pointed to lack of coverage on the media
as the main reason for being unable to advance on a broad
front. Within Wales itself, the BBC and the commercial
television company HTV by and large accorded Plaid Cymru
and its rivals a roughly balanced allocation of air time on their
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FORCING THE PACE FOR WALES

Plaid Cymru is at one and the same time a national movement,
a political party and a pressure group for Wales. The spin-off of
other groupings during the post-war era meant it could focus
on its ‘political party’ role — with the overt aim of winning
elections and wielding power. But the more it threatens its
political opponents, the more they are forced to respond. The
long trek for a free Wales has — so far — resulted in a growing
number of ‘concessions’ from the British state, the Welsh
television channel, 54C, being a clear-cut case.

The most notable of these gains is the Welsh Office, set up by
Labour in 1964 as its answer to Plaid Cymru and the pressure
for a Welsh Parliament. By 1990, the Welsh Office had grown
enormously. Its nominal boss — the Secretary of State for
Wales, assisted by two junior ministers — presides over what is
virtually a Welsh state. By the end of the cighties, the annual
budget of the Welsh Office and its subordinate bodies was
topping £3.5 billion. The powers of the Welsh Office
continued to expand, even after the check to reform delivered
by the 1979 referendum.

By the end of the 1980s, the case for democratic control of the
Welsh Office and its string of non-elected ‘quangos’ was
becoming more and more apparent. In the run-up to the 1987
election, Plaid Cymru pledged itself to press for an elected
Senate for Wales in the event of a hung Parliament. The case
for democratic control of the Welsh Office was rammed home
in a series of ‘Get a Grip’ leaflets, drawn up by Professor Gwyn
A Williams, a noted historian and celebrated orator. For the
first time, Plaid’s national executive ratified a formal pact with
the Scottish National Party pledging mutual support and a
package of measures for both countries. The pact, signed after
two meetings of the parties’ executives in Edinburgh and
Cardiff by Dafydd Elis Thomas and SNP chairman Gordon

43. The banner of Plaid Cymru's women's section carricd by Sidn
Edwards and Bini Jones (right) during a march to back slate guarry
workers and their families. Photo: Mary Giles.

44, Part of the procession which marched from Penyberth 1o B
in July 1986 to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the buming o ¢
bombing school.







45. Singing in the streets of London — jubilant supporters escort
Eirian and lenan Wyn Jones and their family into Westminster after
Plaid’s historic 1987 election win in Ynys Mon. Photo: John Wynne

Jones.

46. The fight for freedom and justice, indivisible — Dafydd Iwan, vice-
president of Plaid Cymru, sings in an anti-apartheid rally. Photo
Marian Delyth.
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47. Allies meet — in the courtyard of
Glyndwr's Parlinment, September 1988,
Members of the European Parliament Jaak
Vandemeulebroucke, Volksunie, Flanders,
chairman of the European Free Alliance
(left), and Karlos Garaikoerxea, Eusko
Alkartasuna, Basque country (right) with
Plaid Cymru's European candidates, Phil
Williams ( Mid and West Wales), Jill Evans
(South East Wales), Dafydd Elis Thomits
(North Wales) and Peter Keelan (South
Wales ).

48. Candidate Syd Morgan is joined on the
new Plaid battle-wagon by the Plaid MPs and
Jim Sillars, Scottish National Party victor in
the Govan by-election. A scene from the
Pontypridd by-election campaign, February
1989.
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53. United we s
> stand — Scottis
e ottish and Welsh Nationali
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