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Cincinnati Music Hall, where both the

Grand Concert and the Gymanfa Ganu will be held

Cincinnati Readies for
National Gymanfa

By JohwO: Morgans
[ " rees @ to the large
subscribers who have
called, asking if there will be a
w":dh' National Gymanfa Ganu
this year, NINNAU is pleased to
apnounce that our Weish-
American cultural event will be
celebrated as usual

This year the annual gymanfa
festival will be held in Cincinnalti,
the southwestern Ohio city, which
i5 remembered from ltmes of
long ago as one of the places
where the traditions of Wales
were introduced to America

Those ll.t%ngdmg teverybody
should) will be able to share in
the functions honoring the 60th
anniversary of the Welsh Na-
tional Gymanfa Ganu Associa-
tion

Although this will be the first
time for the National to yisit Cin-
einnati, the Cymric connection
with the once small and burgeon-
ing eity goes back to 1785 with the
arrival of a large number of
families from Llanuwchliyn,
Bala and Llanbrynmair

When the Rev Michael D
Jones (Bala) visited Cincinnatiin
1848, he observed Welsh men and
women holding positions of
respect as administrators,
lawyers, ministers, teachers,
musicians and able craftsmen
Others were prominent as
leaders in the planned develop-
ment of the city,

Within a few years the settlers

‘were writing glowing letters to
friends and relatives in Wales
deseribing the new
Garden of Eden' they
established in Cincinnati.

~ Thursday, December 7, 1648,

“Welsh
had

was o date of considerable
significance, when the Rev,
Michael D Jones was ordained
as a mimster of the American
congregabional denomination,
and assigned to one of the Welsh
churches in the city

The young minister who went
on to win considerable fame as a
scholar, preacher and patriot
stayed for just one year Relurn-
ing home, he pioneered the idea
and encouraged the Welsh
emigration to Patagonia in South
America,

Following the usual practice,
the 6i0th Gymanfa festival will ex-
tend over four days during the
Labor Day weekend., Head-
quarters will be established at
the Hyatt Regency, where
members and others can expect
elegance and comfort

The Hyatt Regency is situated
within convenient distance of
shopping, restaurants and promi-
nent city attractions, Several of
the program events are schedul-
ed for the hotel's spacious
facilities

Among the many exciting
features will be the appearance
of the famed Morriston Orpheus
Chotr, which will be presented in
concert at the Cincinnati Music
Hall, renowned for ils near-
perfect acousties,

The Morriston Orpheus be-
came notably famous for its
many eisteddfod successes and
concerts under the direction of
the legendary Ivor Sims, regard-
ed by many as one of Wales'
finest conductors,

David Taliesin Richards, chair-
man of the Cincinnati sponsoring
committee feels confident that
the Springer Auditorium with its
3,641 seats will be filled to its ut-

mast capacity.

For the two sessions of gyman-
fa ganu in the Same auditorinm,
AOPranos, contraftos, altos, Dass
and tenors are invited to sing in
their greatest possible numbers
under the direction of Delyth
Hopkins Evans of Pon-
Lrhydygroes.

Also appearing on the concert
program will be internationally
known soloists and instrumen
talists. Their names and
background achievements will be
published as they become
available. The theme will be
prominently of the language of
heaven throughout

David Taliesin Richards is en-
thusiastic about the work of the
members of his sponsoring
organization, who are exerting
every possible effort in
meticulous preparation for a 60th
Anniversary that may well rival
the 1979 Golden Anniversary

(Continued an page 5)

On July

Jones de Ferrari shown here depicts the
after their two month voyage on board

le,arrived in P
28 of 1965, a group af Welsh peopl aq;:; been left on the desolate and remote beach

the clipper Mimosa. You will find more on Welsh

New York Times

By Arvel ¥

Many Welsh contributions to
American [ife are unknown or
forgolten. How many people to-
day are aware that a Welsh-
American was a co-founder of the
New York Times?

August 12, 1991 marks the hun
dredth anniversary of the death
of George Jones a native of
Poultney, Vermont, born August
16, 1811 to John and Barbara
(Davig) Jones, Weish immi
grants

He went from country schools
and a country store into bus
in New York As a b
Poultney he had known He
Greeley who invited him in
to become a founding part
the Tribune. While Jones ¢
ed the offer to become a pe
he did accept a salaried pos
in the business office. There
met Henry J. Raymond Greeley's
chiel editorial assistant. They be-
came friends and soon planned to
start their own paper. They did
nol realize their dream until 1851
when they founded the New York
Times. When Raymond died sud-
denly in 1889, the paper was well-

established in part through bome

business

Jones's direction s
rianager since 1856. Despite his
luck of editorial experience he
took charge of the paper initially
asregenl for Raymond's son. Cir-
cumstances soon forced him to
take direction of the editorial
policy which was carried out by a
Louis J

and

succession of editors
Jennings, John
Charles R. Miller
largely responsible for
paper's successful fi
New York City's
“Tweed ring"” in 18
his great public

According to the au
Jones's biographical ent
tionary of American Bioj
Jones “is important in t
of journalism as the
Spicuous instance of Lhe
business oifice type of n
proprietor.” While he alwa
the final word his relation to his

Foord

Jones was

service.

v Co-founder was Welsh

edifor was considered exemplary
[rom the editac's v :
A biograpt
“Persons
retiring
had no in

Invitation to
the Welsh Home

By Catherine Dodd

To all who have need for faith
in their golden years, the {uture
holds many uncertainties. The
Welsh Home meets lthese uncer-
tainties with effort and interest
The Welsh Clubs have coo-
tinued taking care of our aged
Welsh m\e, hence, the Welsh
become  one

Yighesy regarded

Aged in the State of Ohi

improve
with t

capable staff
When v

serving you
NINNAU  will
regularly once a o
the next 11 issues
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A logo to look for

By Janice M. lSruéq

‘The Welsh-American Genea-
logacal Society 18 pleased to an-
Mead,
Washington, the winner of the

nounce Jane Rehms,
logo cuntest for the Society
Jane is a Media Specialist at
Spokane Community College
where she operates the graphics
department. She | er W
mg with ¢ uter )
:"HU' oy JJ‘ winn

represente
hortly after
Freedom

» worshiped join
English speaking cor
until 1843 at which time t
tioned 1 and form their
+ ¢church In

convention of

paralte

ches con
1der Lthe
ntion granted
Welsh church
i with the laying
on of hands ordained Richard
Mormis, a preacher from Marcy
Uneida County. Morris had begun
preaching in his former com
munity and continued to bring
Welsh language ser

paslors [rom are
vened in Freedom t
This
ton for th

permi
lo incorporate a

ices to the
Freedom Welsh who had no or
dained minister ng them, In
14 the Welsh dedicated their
first church building. The dedi
cation program once again shows
conneclions to Oneida County

J.P Harris of Marcy, Oneida
County preached & sermon in
Welsh

Preacher-historian, Daniel
Jenkins Williams, remarks in his
history of the Calvinistic
Methodists that the first Welsh
church in Cattaraugus was a
“union' church, that is, its
members were all Welsh but con
isted of Baptists, Congrega
tionalists, and Calvinistic
Methodists, Union churches were
nol unheard of in new sparsely
settled communities. Williams
reparts that later the Calvinistic-
Methodists and Congregation-
alists left the umion church
because the Baptists did not sup-
port the idea of Sunday School
which was important Lo the tradi-
tion of the other two sects. 1t is
known that the two separating
sects did establish Sabbath Sehoals
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was done by her on an IBM P(
compatible using a program call
ed “CorelDraw!™

Jane has been interested ir
genealogy for about 15 vears
hay been especially intereste

her father’'s Welsh ts (¢
lo than that. (Vaughan), She
made a trip to Wales in 1978 and

visiled Aberaman and Adt
n ( 1 where her

& Media Technologies at ihe
Eastern Washington University

Jane has chosen to use a por-
tion of her winning prize {or her
sell and will give the remaining
portion to her aunt, Mrs. Harland
Hill of Hayden Lake, 1D

I'he Societ pleased to have
her entry to v for future logo
purposes on stationery, newslet
ete., and wish to thank all
the partic tpants for their

1

entre

fer

Meet Gymanfa Committee

The Cincinnati Gymanfa Ganu
Committee invites you to enjoy
the festival they are organizing
for you for the Labor Day
Weekend. Some of its members

are shown in the photo. Seated
from left: Janet Crawford,
Treasurer; David Tallesin

Richards, General Chairman;
Lois King, Hospitality and Chair
Housing; Lois Brimelow, Welsh
Tearoom; Cathy Bawa, Hos-
pitality and Choir Housing, Se
cond row: Harold Mains, Tours,

Juck Lewis, Noson Lawen and
Co-Chair (also National
Trustee); Kevin Signard, WAY
Activities; Ward Garrabrant,
P m Book. Absent from
phz;“g.ne Peggy Sulfsted, Welsh
Market Place; Vera Lindemann
Banquet and Luncheons; Sian
Stow, Church Service and Pro-
gram Advertising, Gerl Hala-
day, Church Service and Paddy's
Run Tour: Hal Tompkins, Music
Jack Griffith. Registration

Cymry in Cattaraugus County

early in their church histories, the
carliest reference to a Bapust
sunday School isn't until 1
More research will be needed to
termine how Welsh
ches formed volved

The Welsh Baptists

Except for the above account of
the founding of the first Welsh
church, secondary sources shed
httle more light on the history of
the Welsh Ebenezer Baptist
ch during the period of the
ate 1840s throt 1870 Church
in Welsh have not been
lated thus making thejr con
inaccessible However, it
+ould appear that the Freedom
Welsh Baptists were successful in
planting their church. In 1871
y erected a new larger church
building (350 seating capacity),
complete with spire after the
tyle of other contemporary
American Protestant churches

Like other Welsh-American
ects of the period, the Freedom
Baptists had authority lo
discipline and punish their own
church members. Several ex
amples from the 1880s illustrate
the process by which this was
done. A member of the church
would state the wrong doing or
problem during the church
meeting. Those named in the
complaint were given the oppor-
lunity to speak for themselves,
either to confess or to explain and
defend, The church members at
lhe meeting would listen and
after discussing the pros and cons
of the situation they would vote
on a solution. Perhaps the wrong-
ful member would be expelled,
wilth the possibility of reinstate-
ment if there was no further
wrong doing. In one case two
feuding members were ordered
by the church to “forgive one
another, shake hands and live in
peace...."" If they did not comply
they would be expelled, One
member refused and was expell
ed; the other accepted and re-
mained a member in good stand-
ing, Besides disciplining and
punishing erring members, the
Baplists supported a Sunday
School (est 1882), a choir (est
1884) and missionary work.

Despite the seeming success of
the Baptists, the assimilation of
the Welsh into American culture
began to alter the life of the
Ebenezer Church. Sometime

records
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before 1886 they began to offer an
nghish language sermon
evening per month. In April 1886
this was increased lo two per
month. By 1895 an Americanized
r generation established
ngglish speaking church, the
tethel Baplist, which was built
down the street from the
Ebenezer During the closing
vears of the century, the New
York State Baptist Gymanva also
began to dissolve, an indication
that the Freedom Baptists were
not alone in this process of dis
integration. In 1814-15 one

one

minister served bolh churches
with alternating  be

tween the two buildings, but now
the situation had been reversed

once 4 month one sermon would
be offered in Welsh,; English had
become the primary language In
1919 the two churches were con
solidated into one church, the
Freedom Baptist, with services
alternating quarterly between
the two churches Afler & long
and useful service, the Welsh
Ebenezer Baptist Church was
finally closed for regular services
in 1954. After that a few mar

services

and Welsh Bible
held

1ages, funerals

Sociely meeling wer(

there. A special Welsh Day was
offered once a year in July when
residents and former resident

ould join together for old ti

Weolsh preaching and hymn sing
mg Since then even Welsh Day
has been discontinued Today the
windows of the old Ebenezer are
boarded up. Butl the adjoining
coemetery which the
i s of many Welsh and their
5 continues o be well

conluins

mamtatned

VISIT THE

NATIONAL WELSH-AMERICAN
FOUNDATION BOOTH

AT THE

WELSH MARKETPLACE,
60th NATIONAL GYMAN
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio

MEET

ELLIS W. ROBERTS

~

A GANU

WHO WILL AUTOGRAPH HIS WORK
FLAMES AND EMBERS OF COAL

John Mitchell.

Irish-American heroes of the |

A 388 page hardcover historical novel of a Welsh immigrant family and
their life during the labor strife of the late 1880's This period saw rail, iron,
and coal strikes envelop the Scranton area and the emergence of
abor movement: Terrence V. Powderly and

AUTOGRAPHING SESSIONS

4:00-6:00PM, Friday, 30 August 1991
3:00-5:00PM, Saturday, 31 August 1991

SAVE COUPON SAVE COUPON SAVE COUFON

Save $2.50 handling and shipping cost and pres i
coupon for a $1.00 reducﬂor? g]r;%le Dﬂce‘d present this

GOOD ONLY FOR SALE DURING 60TH NGG




