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“Your agent in Kilkargan.”
At that the man relaxed. “Tell me your name and why you
want to fight for France.”
| “I'm Desmond Kennedy of Kilkargan. I want to join the
Trish Brigade because there is nothing for me here in Ireland.”

And that was true. In those times oppression was great on
the followers of his religion. First Cromwell and then William
of Orange had implanted their rule upon an unwilling people.
Those who were of another religion — Catholics — had been
made to suffer and would continue to suffer while the English
held them as a conquered people.

The Catholics had lost their lands and possessions to the
Protestant invader, and always there was discrimination
against them for their religion. No Catholic could hold a civil
appointment of any kind. He could not serve in the army as
an officer or even as a private. He was subject to imprison-
% ment and even death on the most trivial of charges, at the
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mercy of any bigot who wished to denounce him.

i Life was hard for Catholics in the early eighteenth century
i ~in Ireland. Desmond, whose family had had their land taken
i away from them, knew there was no future for him in his home-
land and had taken the decision, as so many others had, to
seek his fortune overseas.

“Your parents?”’ asked the man.

“Dead,” Desmond answered shortly. His father had had
to fly from Ireland after an uprising against the English de-
signed to put the Stuart James — whom some called King James
the Third — on the English throne. He had joined the Irish
Brigade in France and had fallen at the battle of Breda. His
ther had died about the same time, and an uncle, whom
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Desmond quickly made friends. These were two gay young
‘ Irish lieutenants named O’Neil and O’Sullivan. Soon the
three became inseparable, and for months life was a happy,
light-hearted existence. Not that Desmond did not work hard.
He was determined to become a good officer, and he took his
studies and training far more seriously than his companions.
Ensign Kennedy was young and enthusiastic and he poured all
his enthusiasm into his training. Soon it was obvious that the
young man would go far, and in spite of his age was treated
with respect in the officers’ mess.

Colonel O’Brien was especially pleased with him and fre-
quently singled him out for compliments. One day he called
for Desmond, saying, “I want a serious conversation with you,
Mr. Kennedy.”

There were several other senior officers gathered round and
Desmond felt that they had been discussing him before the
colonel’s summons.

Colonel O’Brien began by saying, “You know why we are
here, Mr. Kennedy?”

“To put James back on the throne — a Catholic king who
‘will put an end to the injustice and oppression in Ireland.”

“Very good,” said O’Brien. “Nicely expressed. And until

there is a change of rule in England and Ireland we can never

~ return to our native country.” 4

- Desmond knew it was true and his heart sank a little, think-
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change in the king’s manner became obvious. v/

“I'm afraid so,” said Desmond. “I think I lack the patience
to play the courtier, sir.”

O’Brien said nothing more. There was, however, a little
smile about his lips, as if he did not lay blame on Ensign
Kennedy for the situation.

When he told his friends about his conversation with James,
they greeted it with hilarity. “Talking like that to a king,”
laughed Phelim O’Sullivan. “Why, if it had been any other
monarch he’d have cut off your head.”

He and O’Neil roared with laughter, but Desmond was not
depressed. It was plain that his friends had rather a lukewarm
opinion of the man they served, and were delighted that
Desmond should have been so outspoken.

During this time Desmond had acquired a soldier servant,
a trooper named Mike Callaghan. Mike was twenty-eight years
old, strong and bony. He was the typical Irishman even to red
hair and freckles, blue eyes and pug nose. He was a cheerful
man, good-humoured and with any amount of shrewdness. In
time Desmond grew to rely on his servants sagacity and
‘would often consult him on matters normally outside a ser-

vant’s sphere of operation.

- After three months’ intensive work Desmond was dismissed

from drill as being now proficient with the rapier. With more

time on his hands he decided to explore Paris, for until now he
id had little ti ‘f(g pleasure. ‘
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Desmond scrambled up. His fingers closed over the top of
the gate. Exerting all his strength he drew himself up. Once
on top he braced himself against the wall, lowered his sash,
and whispered to Mike to climb up. Mike was an active man
and scrambled up beside him.

“Now, drop!” said Desmond and together they dropped
lightly into the grounds of the house.

“What shall we do next?”

“We will unbar the gate and shoot the bolt of the lock. We
have no idea how many men there may be in the house. Maybe
we shall have to beat a retreat.”

The lock was shot without difficulty, but the bolts were still
fast, and were not drawn without noise. They pushed back the
last of these, and then opened the gate, which creaked noisily
as they did so.

“They can hardly help hearing that,” Desmond muttered,
and, as he spoke, the door of the house opened suddenly and
five men came out, two of them holding torches. A man who
seemed to be the leader of the party uttered an exclamation
of fury as the light fell upon the figures of the two men at the
open gate.

“Caut the villains down ! he shouted,
“Stop!” Desmond cried in a loud voice. “I am an officer
of O’Brien’s regiment of foot. I heard a scream and a woman'’s
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~ “T had let myself down from the window by knotting the
~ bed-clothes together. I was trying to draw the bolts of the gate
when two of the men suddenly rushed out. It was then that I
screamed for help. But where are the men who guarded me?”
“Four of them are dead, mademoiselle, and the other
securely bound. Now, if you will tell me who you are and
where your friends live, I and my soldier servant will escort
you to them.”
“My name is Anne de Pointdexter. I have been kidnapped.”
“Then I am glad indeed to have been the means of rescuing
you. All Paris has been talking of your disappearance for the
past ten days. The question is, what would you wish done? It
is too far to take you to Versailles tonight, and too late to
- obtain means of conveyance.”
“There is a carriage in the stables behind the house, and
are some horses.”
“We will see about getting the carriage ready at once.”
This was done, and the girl accompanied her rescuers to the
- back of the house. Here they found a carriage and four horses,
- two of which stood ready saddled, while the others were evi-
~ dently carriage horses. These were speedily harnessed and put
- into the carriage. ‘ T TN
ke, you had better drive. I will mount one of these
e alongside. I think, mademoiselle, as the
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a moment, then smil

Desmond went back to his quarters, where Mike joined him a
few minutes later. Both now began to feel the effects of a hard
- night and their injuries, and were glad when the surgeon

- arrived,

Even so, Desmond made light of his wound. “Attend to my
- man,” he said. “My wound will be all right in a few days, I
am sure.” X

- The surgeon smiled but insisted on examining him. Then he
andaged the wound and turned to Mike. This was more
serious.

country. You have
be terribly angry. Be

‘€ got a masty cut,” he said. “Lucky it was not
As it is it’s not serious, but you will have to keep your
week or two. You will be excused parades
il I give you leave.”




| anything on earth.”

in the proceedings, but the baron merely smiled and shook his
head and said, “You are too modest, monsieur. It was a brave
and gallant thing you did. Now come and be socially intro-
duced to my daughter.”

He led Desmond through into another beautifully furnished
salon. The girl rose from a fauteuil when she saw him. The
baron, his eyes shining with pleasure, spoke.

“This, Monsieur Kennedy, is my daughter, Mademoiselle
Anne de Pointdexter. It is high time that you were formally
presented to each other. This, Anne, is the officer who ren-
dered you such invaluable service.”

“We met almost as strangers, mademoiselle,” Desmond
said, bowing deeply, “for I saw so little of your face the other
night, I should hardly have recognized you had I met you
elsewhere.”

“I should certainly not have recognized you, Monsieur
Kennedy. I did not think you were so young. You had such a
masterful way with you. I took you to be much older than you
‘now look.”

“I joined the regiment three months ago,” Desmond said,
“and am its youngest ensign.”
~ “Monsieur, I owe to you more than my life, for had it not

bee f;t}rdyou.l should have been forced into marriage with one
%%eas& say no more about it,” Desmond begged. “It was
st very fortunate that I was there and able to come to your

Desmond was embarrassed and tried to make light of his part
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at your hands.’ Sike

“‘I congratulate you indeed, Baron,” the king said, with
an appearance of warmth, but I saw his colour change, and
was convinced that he knew something at least of the matter.

‘““‘And where has the damsel been hiding herself?’ he went
on.

“ ‘She has not been hiding herself at all, Sire,” I said. ‘She
has been abducted by one of Your Majesty’s courtiers with the
intention of forcing her into a marriage, His name, Sire, is the
Vicomte de Tulle, and I demand that justice shall be done
me, and that he shall receive the punishment due to so gross
an outrage.’

“The king was silent for a minute, and then said :

“ ‘He has indeed, if you have been rightly informed, acted
most grossly. Stll, it is evident that he repented the step that
he took, and so suffered her to return to you.”

“‘Not so, Your Majesty,’ I said. ‘I owe her return to no
repentance on his part, but to the gallantry of a young officer
who heard my daughter’s cries for help and went to her aid. In
the process he and his soldier servant killed four of the
-vicomte’s  supporters.”’

“In spite of his efforts to appear indifferent, it was evident
that the king was greatly annoyed. However, he only said:
““You did quite right to come to me, Baron. It is out-
indeed that a young lady of my court should be thus
ed off, and I will see that justice is done. And who is this

 who has rendered your daughter such a service?’
_ ‘Kpnned,y, ere. He is an ensxgn in O’Brien’s
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to adulation, and the simple frankness of this young soldier
surprised and amused him.

“You are right, sir. These fellows do not deserve to be
called liege subjects. Now I would hear from your own lips how
it was that you thrust yourself into a matter with which you
had no concern.”

The king listened attentively while Desmond told his story.
When he had finished he said, “It was an exploit I should have
loved to perform at your age, Monsieur Kennedy. You behaved
with gallantry. You are too young yet for me to grant you
promotion, but this will be a proof of my appreciation of your
conduct.”

Taking a diamond ring from his finger, he handed it to
Desmond, who went on one knee to receive it.

“You will please inform your colonel that when he comes to
Versailles I request he will always bring you with him.”

The audience was evidently finished, and the baron and
Desmond, bowing deeply, left the king’s cabinet, The baron
did not speak till they left the palace.

“Louis has his faults,” the baron then said, “but no one
could play the part of a great monarch more nobly than he. I

e no doubt whatever that de Tulle relied implicity upon
btaining his forgiveness had he succeeded in forcing Anne
to marrying him, though doubtless he would have feigned

ure for a um.e. He has mcated hxmself most grace-
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o “Please, Monsieur de la Vallée. I am tired of being thanked.
; Let us only say that I was glad to have been able to help the
young lady.”

“You are too modest,” the young landowner said. “But I
can’t forget. Henceforth we must be as brothers. And as a
pledge of friendship, please call me Philip.”

“With pleasure,” Kennedy replied, and the compact was
sealed with another clasp of the hand.

“And now,” said Philip, “let me tell you what is happen-
ing at this moment. I came here with the baron ~”

“Where is he?” Desmond looked surprised.

Philip smiled. “I suspect he is with your colonel, requesting
a month’s leave for you so that you can come with us to his
chateau.”

“But that’s impossible,” began Desmond. “Why should I
be given a month’s leave ?”

“I gather you are well in favour with your colonel,” said
Pthp drily. “He seems to think you have brought credit to the
Irish Brigade. Besides, you don’t know the baron. When he
sets his mind on anything, he is very persuasxve.

~ “I would love to go, of course,” said Desmond, and the
| of a month’s hohday on a great French estate was
,vmng.
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“You deserve it,” said Desmond, feeling very pleased.
“Now let us make arrangements for a month’s holiday in the
country!”

An Ambuscade

On the morning arranged the cavalcade started from Versailles.
Anne had travelled to Paris in the family coach, and she again,
with her maid, took her place in it. The baron, M. de la Vallée,
and Desmond rode on horseback behind it, two armed retainers
rode in front, and two others, with Mike, took their places be-
hind. The old servitor sat on the front seat by the side of the
coachman.

“I do not think, Desmond,” Philip de la Vallée said, as the
baron fell back to talk for a while with his daughter, “that he
has the slightest thought of our being attacked by any of the
agents of the vicomte. But I have made some inquiries, and
from what I have heard I am still convinced that before long

 he will make an attempt to kidnap Anne. I am told his circum-
stances are well-nigh desperate. He has mortgaged the income
s estates. He is pressed by creditors who will give him no
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and Thiers. If our escort does mot come before we reach
Moulins I shall begin to think that your suggestion was correct,

3 At Nevers, Desmond went round to all the inns in the town
to inquire if any body of men had put up at that place, but
without success. When he related his failure to Philip, the latter
said:

“Well, we must hope we shall meet them before we arrive
at Moulins.”

The next morning they started very early for Moulins, for
the journey would be a longer one than usual, and the road
through the forest would probably be so rough that the pace
must necessarily be very slow. At two o’clock the men riding
ahead noticed that a tree had fallen across the road, and one
of them galloped back and informed the baron of it.

“That is strange,” the latter said. “There have been no
storms for the past two days.”

Philip de la Vallée glanced at Desmond. To both it seemed
that this obstacle could scarcely be the result of an accident,
“I will see how large the tree is,” the baron said. “Whatever
its size it is hard if eight men and four horses cannot drag it
off the road.” So saying, he cantered forward, followed by

Tetainer, whose comrade also fell in as they passed him,

“Look to your arquebuses,” Philip said to the two men on
and at the same time called up Mike and the two men

“A tree has f en a

and that my messenger has indeed been intercepted and slain.” -
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at Moulins to recover the young lady. There is one thing, she inn.
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them. From la Vallée I shall go to Pointdexter. I have no doubt said, opcnmg«,_&:dmg; :
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After an hour’s ride they arrived at Moulins, and Desmond others W;“ alre
rode at once to the mairie. Being in uniform he was received their leader, was b
with every respect by the mayor, who, however, on hearing his He looked up in s

story, said that he did not see how he could interfere in the

- matter. It seemed to be a private quarrel between two nobles,

and even if he were ready to interpose, he had no force avail-

able, At the same time he would send out four men with a cart
to bring in any they might find with life in them. :

- “Very well, sir,” Desmond said indignantly. “You know

1T suppose, and I know mine, and I shall certainly
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~ Tulle. He will probably cross the Alier at the ferry at St. Pierre

- le Moutier.”

; Desmond now went back to the hotel where he had put up

his horse. He found Mike awaiting him there, and the latter

was delighted when he heard the news of the arrival of the
party from la Vallée. Desmond’s purse was but lightly furn-
ished and as he saw that the expenses might be heavy he went
to a jeweller’s.

“I want to borrow fifty louis,” he said, “on this ring. It is,

I imagine, worth a good deal more, since it was a present to

me from the king.”

The jeweller examined the ring carefully.

“It is a valuable one indeed, sir,” he said, “and I would
willingly lend you double as much upon it.”

“Well, we will say seventy-five then,” Desmond said. “I
think that will be ample for my purpose.”

- Having received the money, he returned to the inn, accom-
anied by Mike, and went round to the various stables in the
 where he hired fifteen horses. These were to be taken to
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In Paris Again

“You have indeed done well, Monsieur Kennedy,” the baron
said, when Desmond finished his story. “Now let us see to my
daughter. Her maid is attending her. She fainted when the fight
began. She is not of a fainting sort, but the trials of the last few
weeks, and her belief that de la Vallée was killed have very
‘much upset her.”

“No wonder,” Desmond said. “It must have been terrible
indeed to lose her lover, and to know that she was again in the
- power of that villain.”

., By this time Mademoiselle de Pointdexter had recovered
- from her faint. She held out her hand to Desmond as he stood
~ bare-headed beside the door.
- “You have rescued me again, Monsieur Kennedy,” she said.
- “Ithank you with all my heart.”
. The party now separated. The baron mounted one of the
horses left behind by the brigands, and with the men from la
ce started for Pointdexter, while Desmond, with Mike Cal-
i, rode back to Aubusson. There they slept for a few

 and then obtained fresh horses and started for Moulins,
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noiselessly, he entered. The surgeon who was sitting at the bed-
side rose at once. 3 ;

“He is asleep already,” he whispered, “and is breathing
quietly. I think he will not stir untl tomorrow morning. I shall
be here at six. If he wakes and there is any change, send for me
at once,”

After he had left the room Desmond took his place on the
fauteuil by the bedside. For a time he thought over the chain of
adventures he had gone through. Gradually, in spite of his
efforts, his eyelids drooped. De la Vallée had not moved, and,
being dead tired by the exertions of the past four days, he fell
into a deep sleep, from which he did not awake until daylight
streamed into the room.

- Shocked at having thus given way, he looked anxiously at
de ]a Vallée, and was relieved to find that he was lying exactly
in the same position and had evidently slept without once wak-
ing. Half an hour later Philip opened his eyes, looked wonder-
ingly at him, and then said:

“So it was not all a good dream, Desmond? You are really
here and your news is true?”
_ “Certainly it is true, Philip. By this time Mademoiselle de
Pointdexter and her father are far on the way home.”

nd’s chamber. It stood a little ajar, and, pushing it open

accompany you
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 senger, giving me a full account of your doings, which reads
mamofmﬂcmmdomdthathehadalsowﬁt-
~ ten to the king denouncing the conduct of the Vicomte de Tulle,
~ and stating that in the fight between his own rescuers and the
vicomte’s band the latter was killed, and doing full justice to
the part you played in the affair. I had a message from His
‘Majesty yesterday, ordering that you should, as soon as you
returned, go at once to Versailles, in order that he might ques-
tion you further on the affair.’
“] have another piece of news for you. We have received
orders to march in three days’ time.”
““Had I better start at once for Versailles, sir?”
- “I think so. The king is not pleased at being kept waiting,
- He is sure to ask you when you arrived. You had better take
- one of my horses. I will order it to be brought round, and it
ﬂbeu}:’yomquumbythcﬁmc you have put on your full

R  The king had just returned from hunting when Desmond
arrived at the palace and gave his name to one of the ushers.
ve minutes later he was conducted to the king’s dressing-

- room.

 “This is a serious business, young sir, in which you have

cen engaged,” the king said shortly to Desmond as he en-

.
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- wetyowlmd?”
1 had better wait for the ten years to pass, O’Neil,”
smond laughed. “By which time perhaps you and O’ Sulh-
will both have learned wisdom, and will see that because a
“man happens to have gone through a very exciting adventure
i at discredit, it by no means proves him to be anything in
the smallest degree out of the way.”

To Scotland
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one, md uhatyom' courage will be taxed to the utmost, but
~ you have proved that in a score of desperate fights.

“The task before you will need tact to no ordinary degree.
TheScotchucaspeppcryaraccastheInsharc,andnwﬂl
be necessary in no way to hurt their feelings or to excite among
them the smallest degree of discontent at being drilled and led
by men who are not of their own race. And now, as we have
much to do before starting, I will leave you to make your ar-
rangements. The rendezvous for us all is in your barrack-
and at nine o’clock we shall be here.”

The colonel now left the room, and the officers cagerly and

The greater part of those who had been selected for the service
were delighted to go, while the others were equally pleased at
the thought that they might shortly be fighting for King James
on the soil of Ireland.
“Sure, your honour, I wish it had been in the ould country
instead of Scotland,” Mike said when he heard the news.
~ “I cannot say that I agree with you, Mike. In Ireland we
- should find tens of thousands of brave hearts ready to join us,
~ but they are unarmed, undrilled, and undisciplined, and would
be of comparatively shght assistance to us against the English
troops. Defeat would bring down fresh persecutions, fresh con-
fiscations, and greater misery upon the land.”
“Sure we would beat them, your honour.”
‘We might, Mike, but you must remember that we failed
do so even when the people were armed. No doubt we shall
ake nmmmsofmuskctsmdammxmmonwmhus,

excitedly talked over the startling news that they had just heard. |
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whom O’Brien’s regiment furnished thirty. All were picked
men and, marching each day as far as the party of officers rode,
arrived at Dunkirk on the fifth day after starting, and were at
once embarked on the ships of war.

Colonel Wauchop and the officers of O’Brien’s regiment

taken from the English and was now loaded with military
stores, arms and munitions for the use of those who were ex-
pected to join them on landing. After seeing that the officers
were all properly accommodated the colonel went ashore, and
when he returned it was at once seen by the expression of his
face that something was wrong.

“I have very bad news,” he said. “King James, who ar-
rived here two days ago, has been taken suddenly ill, and until
he is partially recovered we cannot sail, for it is absolutely
necessary that he should be with us. This may mean the delay
of a week or ten days and may defeat all our arrangements. The
English Government have spies here as well as elsewhere, and
their fleet has for the last week been hovering off the coast.
They may not have known the purpose of the assembly of
troops here, for this has been kept strictly secret, but the arrival
of King James of course showed what was the intention, and
s soon as the news reaches London you may be sure that the

- English fieet will be sent to intercept us.”

- It was indeed ten days before James was sufficiently re-
z be embarked ~ a delay which probably cost him his
for doubt that on landing he would

were told off to the Salisbury, which was a ship that had been
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rs, they were powerless, and were half-mad with rage and

%s looks bad for us,” O’Sullivan said to his two friends.
“T think that the French ships will outsail the English, but
there is little chance that this unwieldy craft will do so. In
which case, my friends, it is likely that we shall all see the inside
of an English prison, and that probably not a few of us will be
executed. The colonel should be safe, for he came over with
the Brigade after Limerick, and therefore by that treaty was
allowed to enter the service of France; but it is different with
the rest of us. We have all joined since those days, and are
therefore not covered by the treaty, and so are liable to be
tried as traitors.”

O’Neil shrugged his shoulders. “Well, we knew that when
we joined,” he said. “However, I hardly think they are likely to
proceed to such an extremity. Very many of our Brigade have
been taken prisoners at Blenheim and other places, and they
have always had the same treatment as other prisoners of war.”

“That may be,” O’Sullivan replied, “but this is a differ-
~ ent matter. It is not a question of war on foreign soil. We were
- going to attack the throne of Anne, to promote civil war, and
- to overthrow the Government. The attempt once made can be
m&deagam,andyoumaybesurethatthenewsof our sailing

ted a tremendous scare throughout the country.
er,wencinfont,mdthu‘cmnousegumbhng
Almdy»yonm,memoftheﬂmmmmg

said. “If you will take my advice
conceal your money.”
“Where are we going to conceal it;
maybewethatwe:hmbemehed,”
“Well, you took my advice i
you were paid into gold, though |
transaction. We did it to prevent
of silver. Now it has its adv:
conceal silver, but we may at
Mike is a handy fellow, and Ihwe
us. At any rate let us go b:wmm
Mike was summoned to the
said, “I suppose in a camp:
money you may have about yc
hide it so that if you are D
of adding to your prison f:
“We do, your honour, :
of crowns in between




jise-
*

P LA DI A ey

T T T

lining to make a hole large enough to hold ten louis in each
boot, and he and the two officers then set to work to cut out a
sufficient depth of leather for the coins to lie side by side. Half
an hour sufficed for this. The coins were put in. Mike had in
the meantime obtained a handful of pitch and melted it at the
galley fire. This he ran in over the gold, and then replaced the
pieces of lining with hot pitch.

“There, your honours,” he said, when he had finished. “I
call that a neat job, and it would be hard indeed if the spal-
find that there is anything amiss.”

The three young men went on deck. The leading vessel of
the British fleet was not more than a mile astern, while the
French fleet was three miles ahead, having gained more than a
mile since the chase began. Mike had been given four louis,
which he said he could hide in his mouth. Five minutes later
there was a puff of smoke from their pursuer’s bow. The ball
struck the water close to them.

“Shall I hold on, Colonel?” the captain of the ship asked
‘Colonel Wauchop.

“There is no use in your doing so. That ship will be along-
side in an hour, and it might only cause a useless loss of life
were we to keep on. If she were alone I should say let her come
alongside, and with your crew and our officers and men we
might take her by boarding. But with the whole fleet close be-

- hind us it would be madness to think of such a thing, as we
~ have but twelve guns, and those of small weight”
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the majority of the fleet to maintain watch, sailed with his
prize for Harwich, “ ;

- Here the prisoners were handed over to the military authori-
ties, while the admiral started for London in a post-chaise to
carry the news of the failure of the French to effect a landing,
and of their return to Dunkirk — news that was received with
exuberant delight by the supporters of Government and the
commercial portion of the population, who had been threatened
by ruin. The run upon the banks had been unprecedented, and
although the House of Commons had relaxed the regulations
of the Bank of England, the panic was so great that it could not
have kept its doors open another twelve hours.

The treatment of the prisoners was now very different from
what it had been on board ship. Not only were they confined to
prison, but to their indignation irons were placed on their legs
as if they had been common malefactors. The only mitigation
allowed to them was that their servants were permitted to
attend upon them.

Their clothes had been rigorously searched and their boots
taken off, but no suspicions had been entertained that coin had
been hidden in those of Desmond and his friends. Two days
later an order was received from Government, and the officers
‘were marched up to town, ironed as they were, under a strong
guard, and were imprisoned at Newgate. Callaghan and the
other servants remained in prison at Harwich,

A f’rhmgs are looking bad, Kennedy,” O’Neil said dolefully,

three officers had, at their own request, been allotted a

Kennedy smiled. “It is '.
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Wauchop asked one of the jailers, of whom six remained
t.

The man smiled. “No, indeed, it has been sent in from a
tavern outside, and with a message that a like meal will be
provided as long as you are here. One of us was sent across to
inquire as to the person who had given the order. The landlord
said that he was stranger to him, but that he had paid him a
night in advance, and would call in and renew the order at the
end of that time.”

“Well, gentlemen,” the colonel said, “before we begin to eat
we will drink the health of our unknown benefactor. Not only is
the gift a genorous and expensive one, but it cannot be without
danger to the donor, for none but a strong adherent of King
James would have thought of thus relieving our necessities.”

It was plain that the authorities suspected that some message
might have been sent in to the prisoners concealed in the

~ viands. The bread had been cut up into small squares, the crust
had been lifted from two pasties, and the meat had evidently
been carefully searched. The turnkeys placed themselves
round the table so that they could narrowly watch every one
of the prisoners as they ate, and notice any movement that
would seem to indicate that they had come across some pellet
of paper or other substance.
Every day the servants at the tavern brought in similar fare,
this continued as long as the prisoners were in the jail. It
was of deep regret to all that they were never able to discover
he > of the person to whom they were so much indebted.

“I don’t blame him,”
sour"i!hookilng rascal, but T
“Then et us put that idea altogether
our whole attention to the manner in
“The manner in which we to
O’Neil repeated with a laugh,
“Well, put it that way if you like.
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But of course they would betray us to the first man we met.”

“Yes, of course,” O’Sullivan said, “but we might possibly
obtain plain clothes at one of those small houses you speak of,
though that would be risky.

“But it seems to me that we are beginning at the wrong end
of the business. It is of no use discussing what we are to do
when we escape till we have settled upon the manner in which
we are to get out. Let us talk over that first. Are the bars firmly
in, O’Neil?”

O’Neil tried with all his strength to shake them.

“They are as firm as the walls,” he said. “There is no get-
ting them out unless we have tools to cut away all the stone-
work round them.”

“I suppose there is no chance of cutting through them?”
O’Sullivan asked.

“There is not,” O’Neil said. “We have not got such a thing
as a knife about us. If we had, we could never saw through these
thick bars. It would take a year of Sundays.”

“You are rather a Job’s comforter. Now, get down and let
Kmndyandmyselfhaveuchanceofahreathoffreshair,to
say nothing of the view.”

- A few minutes satisfied O’Sullivan, but Desmond, when he

- took his place, sat there considerably longer, while the other

~ two, throwing themselves on their pallets, chatted gaily about
Paris and their friends there.

“Well, what conclusions do you arrive at?” they asked when
dawnfmmhu:;ut ek et »
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- cannot possibly make our escape without aid frc
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ook it, and stood looking at it in silence for a minute. Then
an idea occurred to him,

“I have it!” he exclaimed presently. “O’Neal, see if you
can get a piece of this gold wire off my facings.”

Somewhat puzzled, O’Neil did as he was requested. Des-
mond straightened out the fine wire wrapped round the centre
thread, doubled, and again doubled it, and finally twisting it
together, reduced it to a length of about an inch and the thick-
ness of a pin. The others looked on, wondering what was his in-
tention. He held the paper out before him, and began pricking
small holes through it close together. He continued to work for
- some time, and then held it up to the light. The others under-

~ stood the nature of his work, and they could now read :

_Come ten tonight under window. Bring long thin string.
Whistle. We will lower thread. Tie end of string to it. Will give
further instructions.

KENNEDY

He tore off the portion of the bill on which the message was
written, twisted off two of the buttons of his coatee, folded
them in the paper, and took his place at the window again.
> man who had been watching was standing some sixty feet
1 the foot of the wall. His back was towards them. Pres-
he turned, carelessly looked up at the window, and then,
undecided what to do, took off his cap and scratched his

expect him here at ten ¢’
While he had been w
his instructions, been
blankets. When enough thre
were tied together and
doubt that it was sufficient]
would bring with him. H
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i The cord brought up a small packet which contained two
3 very fine small steel saws, two files, and the oil. They did not
lose a moment in setting to work, and, oiling the saws, one
began to cut through the central bar just above the point where
the Jowest cross bars went through it, as they determined 1o
leave these to fasten the rope to.
There was not room for two of them to work together, and
; they agreed to take it by turns, changing every quarter of an
hour. To their great satisfaction they found that the saw did
its work much more quickly than they had expected, and by
the time each had had a turn the bar was cut through. By morn-
ing the side bars had also all been cu. They did not attempt to
cut the main bar higher up, as, had they done so, it would have
been difficult to keep the portion cut out in its place.

When it was light they filled up all the cuts with bread,
which they had managed to secrete in the palms of their hands
at dinner. This they kneaded into a sort of putty, rolled it in
the dust of the floor until black, and then squeezed it into the

“There is no fear of their noticing it,” O’Neil said when
they had finished. “I cannot see the cuts myself from the floor,
- though I know where they are, and unless they were to climb up
~ and cxgmme the place very closely they would not see anything

~ “Shall we hang out the flag today, Kennedy?”
- “I think we had better wait till tomorrow. He will be hardly
Decti jmesejtmdny,mdg ay not bemdyvm:htherope
‘would be able to mak

wcnt? on, when they had finished
“You had better go,” O’Sullivan
of us, and, I fancy, the strongest too.”
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securely to the bars that hadm&m
holding it firmly, made his wa;
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would have attracted attention, so we have left them behind us,
after getting our stores of money from their hiding-places.”
They were soon dressed. ;
“What are we supposed to be, Mike ?”
“You are sedan-chair men, sir. Most of the chairs are carried

had two or three of them
execution after I and me
with them., As to the gettin,
2 there is little I have done

“When I first saw the ‘and the
by Irishmen, who seem to be stronger in the leg than these from the window, I said to Mm
London folk. You will have to cut your hair short, and then was no way of getting to ye d it wa
you will pass without observation.” first letter that I saw it might be m
“Where are you taking us t0?” Desmond asked, as they “Faith, that letter bot]
descended the hill. " woman down-stairs and askeg
“I'have got a lodging in a house out in the fields, I said that I had picked it up in the stree
I was an Irishman who had come to London in search of em- She was no great scholar, by
ployment, and that I expected three friends to joinme, and that foreign language, and s
we intended to hire chairs and carry the gentry about, for here When I took it up to my
they seem too lazy to walk, and every one is carried, though of course, that it was a n
it is small blame to them, for dirtier streets I never saw. They : I see where it came in.
are just full of holes where you go in up to the knee in mud 4 “I fingered it for an
and filth of all kinds. Faith there are parts of Paris which we : then I saw that there

;r;n;t say much for, but the worst of them are better than any

_ “What have you brought these sticks for, Mike?” for he had

- handed to each a heavy bludgeon.

; honour, ’tis not safe to be in the streets after

like that part of Paris where no dacent man could

being assaulted by thieves and cut-throats,
: is not likely anyone would interfere with

us, but they are not partic-
ascals might try to roll us
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Having decided upon making for the coast without delay, “I hardly think that it could fail
Desmond and his friends next discussed the port to which they “De Tulle managed to carry off
had best travel and which seemed to offer the fairest oppor- = daughter from the court of Ve
tunities. They agreed that Weymouth seemed to be most ad- ; hitch or difficulty. Surely ¢t
vantageous, as it was from there that the communications with of this sort as well as a Fr
Brittany were chiefly maintained. & “If it is to be done,”
At the same time it was evident that considerable difficulty = Plan is best. You might
would be experienced in discovering the men engaged in such whereas you could hay
traffic and in making an arrangement with them, and it wasall- ~ chair-men by a sudden a
important that no time should be lost, for there was no saying ~ these bludgeons ought
~ when the trial might come on. Quite so0,” De
~ “If only we could but get hold of Godolphin,”* Desmond = US Were so emy
 said next morning, “we might get an order from him to embark
~ in one of the boats carrying his agents.” et
~ The others laughed. “Yes, and if you could get h z




come to the appointed spot we shall be there tomorrow night.
: Recollect ten louis is all we can afford, but if he wants any
- more he must have it.

“Well, we will leave that to you.” Then he went on to the
others: “We had better go down to St. James’s. Mike can
go out and buy us three shock-wigs, with which we can cover
our hair and look our parts better. We had better separate
when we get there, and watch the entrances to the palace, gaz-
ing about like rustics. Then we can get into a conversation with
any servant that we see, and try and find out from which door
members of the council usually issue, and at about what hour.”

“You will have more than the two chair-men to deal with,
your honour, for there are sure to be two link-men with the
Chail' 2

. Mike.”
“Every bit, your honour, and the more of them the more
divarsion.”
~ An hour later they set out, now so well disguised that no one
- would have dreamt that the three Irishmen were officers in a
‘ egiment, and before noon Desmond succeeded in ob-
ining from a scullion employed in the palace the particulars
hat he required. Desmond then rejoined his companions, and
y at once returned to their lodgings, where they found Mike
ing them. fo A e

“Tonight, certainly, with the arrangement that if we do not

“Well, it will be as easy to dispose of four men as of two,
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Almost simultaneously the four heavy cudgels alighted on the
heads of the four men, levelling them senseless to the ground
and O’Neil and Desmond sprang to the chair and wrenched
the door open, while O’Sullivan and Mike bound the four men
and thrust the gags into their mouths.

~ Lord Godolphin had been thrown from his seat by the sud-
den fall of his bearers, and was seized and bound before he was
conscious of what had happened. Then his captors assisted the
others in carrying the fallen men to some distance from the
path. A couple of minutes sufficed to cover the gilding and
armorial bearings upon the chair.

The torches were still burning on the ground. One of these
was stamped out; Desmond took the other. Mike and O’Sulli-
van went between the poles, adjusted the leathern straps over
their shoulders and started. -

Emerging from the park at Charing Cross, past the old
church of St. Martin’s in the Fields, and keeping round the
walls to Holborn Bars, they made their way to their lodging,
and Godolphin was carried into their room, which was on the
ground-floor. Mike and O’Neil then took the chair away and
left it in a narrow alley, where it was not likely to attract atten-
ion until the morning. Not until they returned was anything
aid to their prisoner. It had been agreed that O’Neil, as the
~ senior, was to be spokesman of the party.
~_“Lord Godolphin,” he said, “I regret that circumstance have

was a T
for indeed he had supposed that he had been
political enemies and was very uncertain as 1
befall him. _ ) ¥ e

“What is it that you require then?” he asked afti

“Merely this, sir, that you will ve us an orc
agent through whom you communica
across the channel immediately,”

“Well, gentlemen,” Godolphin
say your coolness surprises me. Yo )
course reported to us, and the manner in
that rope by which you descended is
authorities are wholly unab) Ly
you desire, will you give me your wc
be used in a manner '




honour that you will raise no alarm and say no word of thig "', portance. As you have been so
business until eight o’clock tomorrow morning we will Jet you escort you with it to your door.”
- departat once.”

e “I shall be glad, indeed, gen
“Thank you for your courtesy, gentlemen, and for your con- not care about travelling alone thro
fidence in my honour. I am, indeed, anxious to return home at . which have by no means a good reputation
once. If I do not, there will be a hue and cry for me, and by “We are ready to start at once, my
the time I return in the morning all London will know that “We have a long journey to perform, an
I am missing. Naturally I should not wish this adventure to now no need for extraordinary speed
- become a matter of common talk, in the first place because the 2 off.” ek LR
- position in which you have placed me can scarcely be called They were ready at once, ha settled
a pleasant one; and secondly, because the success of your enter- before starting out in the evening.
prise might lead others to make similar attempts on my person the empty chair, and they then started,
or that of my colleagues. Even now, I fear that my servants,

4 the other officers in front. ¢
vhen sufficiently recovered, will go to my house and give the &8 “This is the most surpri
alarm.” o to me,” Lord Godolp

“I do not think that that is likely to be the case, my lord,” possess the wit to plan an

Neil said, “as we took the precaution of gagging and bind-
1g them, and laid them down some distance from the road-

side. If on your return home you find they have not arrived,
Ja:we b

ut to send a couple of your servants out to release

ood, sir,” Godolphin said, with a grim smile. “I
y compliment you all on your fertility of resource
on. And now, is there anything else that I can do




along that road, and shall have no trouble about horses.”

but sorry-looking creatures, being speedy and accustomed to
long journeys. It was evident from the man’s manner that he
believed his passengers were cracksmen who had just success-
fully carried out an enterprise of importance. He expressed
surprise that they had brought no luggage with them. They did
not care to undeceive him.

Mike had brought with him a bottle of good brandy, and a
drink of this soon removed the vexation the man had felt at

being kept waiting for them.

~ Twice during the journey they changed horses, each time at
small wayside inns, where some password, given by the driver,

were spent in the changes, and the fifty miles to Rye were ac-
complished in seven hours — a very unusual rate of speed along
the badly-kept roads of the period. When the cart drew up in
the High Street of Rye, the four occupants were scarcely able
to stand, so bruised and shaken were they by their rapid pas-
- sage over the rough road. They handed the twelve pounds
agreed upon to the driver, adding another as a token of their
 satisfaction at the speed at which he had driven them, and then
inquired for the house of William Dawkins. It was close by,
féguponknochng at the door it was opened by the man him-
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man nod led the way indoors, where the

They started at once at a rattling pace, the animals, though

at once roused the landlord into activity. But a few minutes

‘I have a message to deliver to you in private,” O'Neil

that is, of course, if you speak French'
“As well as English,” O’N

in gold which will, I should think, be suffic

provided with French gold for use after lan
In three-quarters of an hour after the

lugger, which at once started down the
“Your boat seems fast,” Desm
cleared the mouth of the river, s!
““She is fast, sir, the fastest
needs be, for the gcqtlnmmr ]
hurry.” R o oot T
“I suppose you have no
“Not at all. I have the
have only to show
us for them to let




nothing for myself, but if you like to give half a guinea to the
ccrew to drink success to you, I will not say no.”
The party made no stay at Etaples, but at once ordered a
 chaise and post-horses; then, changing at every post-house, and
suffering vastly less discomfort than they experienced in the
journey to Rye — the roads being better kept in France than
they were on the English side of the channel — they arrived in
Paris at eleven o’clock next day.

On the Frontier

On entering the barrack-yard they found that the regiment had
-marched ten days before for the frontier, and that Lord Gal-
regiment had taken their place. They went at once to his

uarters and told him that, having effected their escape, they
 travelled with all speed to inform the king of the deter-

n of the English Government to bring the Irish officers

cution, and to implore him to intervene in their favour.
I will go with you to Versailles at once,” Lord Galmoy
. “But as you have no uniforms, and the king is very strict
tters of etiquette, three of my officers will lend you their
 swords. While they are being fetched, sit down and

y meal, for doubtless you have not waited to eat on the

¥ ¥ Tt

When they were admitted to the audience
troduced the three soldiers of O’Brien’s re i
that morning to Paris, having effected their
gate. As he repeated their names the king lool
Desmond. T

“Ah ah!” he said, “so our young ensign is
adventures again. These we will hear t
why have they come here so hurriedly after t

“They came to inform Your M:
Government have determined to ex
Wauchop and the twelve officers of their
on board the Salisbury captured on the c

and if the matter had no

not have troubled about it.

~ He only said, however, “It is
an intention to execute officers in
warlike expedition.”




o
then, but to inform the government there that if they R
in any way harm the Irish officers and non-commissioneq nized as the Duke of Berwick, one _
- officers in their hands you will execute a similar number of il of the time. el
these French Protestant officers, whom you have treated as He had been in command of the French f
prisoners of war. Then possibly an exchange might be effected. which he had been recalled suddenly two d
“Your Majesty will, I think, pardon me for saying that un- P that the king, who had a great confidence in hi
less steps are taken to save these officers’ lives the marter i g him as to the general plan of operations in tha;
likely to have a bad effect on the Irish and Scotch regiments, dispatching him to join the arm landers.
whose ardour will not be improved by the knowledge that in This was commanded by ti
case of a reverse they will be executed as traitors. Nearly half Duke of Vend6me jointly. As both
of the men who are now serving have joined since the forma- 2 ate, the king had determined to st
tion of the Brigade and are not protected by the terms of the = that he might bring matt
- Limerick treaty. They are devoted to Your Majesty’s service, dukes, and arrange with them s
and are ready to lay down their lives freely for the cause of tide of fortune, which had hi
France, but it would not be fair that they should also run the might be arrested. -
‘ ‘p"'cari‘d- t
d J“v.l

risk of execution if they are by misfortune made prisoners.” The king now ap
- “There is much in what you say, Lord Galmoy. A mes- young sirs,” he said, “I ;
senger shall start in an hour’s time with a letter to the English fain hear a true account of your
~ government. It shall be delivered at their headquarters in Monsieur Kennedy, that
Flanders by noon tomorrow, with a request that it shall be for- =
ed by special messenger to the British minister. We will
@ proclamation posted in Paris and in the various camps
rmy saying we have warned the English Government
ess the officers and men captured off the coast of Scot-
as prisoners of war,




altogether sorry to see Lieutenant Kennedy employed oup.

de our kingdom, for after making war on his own account
with one of our nobles and kidnapping the first minister of
England, there is no saying what enterprise he might next

- undertake. _

“Well, gentlemen, since the Duke of Berwick has appointed
‘you his aides-de-camp, the least we can do is to see that you
are properly fitted out for the expedition. You have, of course,
lost your uniforms, horses, and money in our service, and it is
but just that we should see to your being refitted. If you will
wait in the ante-room you shall each receive an order on our

 treasury for a hundred louis d’ors.”
_ The three officers bowed deeply in acknowledgement to the

king, and bowing also to the Duke of Berwick, returned to the

~ ante-room, where presently one of the royal attendants brought
~ tothem the three orders on the treasury, and also begged them,

in the name of the Duke of Berwick, to wait until his audience

the king should be over. 2
- They were all highly delighted with the change in their posi-

on. The posts of staff-officers were considered to belong

w0st of right to members of noble families, and it was sel-
'dom that officers of the line could aspire to them. '

id T not tell you, Kennedy, that your luck would bring
 fortune to us all? And by the powers it has done so!
anyone had said a month ago that I would by now b

e of Berwick’s staff I i

In a short time the duke came out. “
tained here another week before I start for Fl
give you time to procure your outfit. I shall let
and when you are to join me. Is there

uld ask me?” y Al
wo“I would ask, sir, that I might take my

mond said. R
DefCertainly. One man more or less will m
to O’Brien’s regiment.” i 2
oAfter thanking the duke, the three.
their money, left the palace and mde )
first to the barrackg, an;:ﬁl returned the |
many thanks, to the officers wh
view with Lord Galmoy, and
pointments. :
They then went out,
to a military tailor, who p

 dress suits in four day

bridles, and equi
the stables in Paris, th
Desmond bought, in

of pistols. A
promotion.
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like Mike, heard much of the hardships suffered by the
troops in that country.

Three days after their preparations were completed, ap &
orderly brought a note from the Duke of Berwick. It was brief &

and to the point.

The rendezvous is at six o’clock tomorrow morning in front

of the Louvre.
(Signed) BERWICK.

- All were glad that the summons had come. They had dis-
cussed the future from every point of view, and were already
- growing impatient, short as their stay had been in Paris. Five

- minutes before the hour they were at the rendezvous. As the
~ clock struck the duke rode up with two officers and an escort of

- six troopers. He looked at their accoutrements and horses and

- nodded his head approvingly.

 “You will do very well,” he said. “I can tell you that the

gloss of your uniforms will not last long in Flanders.”
- The other officers were Captain Fromart, who acted as the

’s secretary, and Lieutenant d’Eyncourt. Mike fell in with

escort, behind which also rode the body-servant of the duke

 the two cavalry men who were the servants of his officers.
nd the limits of the town, the party broke into a
e rode on ahead, evidently in deep thought, and

onen?’

about Spain, as there was alw:
in that country, fighting in

D’Eyncourt explained the situation. 1
helped his grandson, Philip, to gain the

was not altogether a popular mov
Spain were opposed to Philip. M
claims of the Archduke Charles of
to the Spanish throne, and in co
the country for many years.
Louis maintained an army

his grandson, but against them was 2

Austria, England, Holland a

in the struggle,” d’Eym;
concerned in defending

the Austrians oppose

tigr. It is only the Engli
Portuguese are poor fighters.
and it is fortunate for us th:

and corruption
it was too hot and
“The road:

Many, inc




the camp of Vendéme. He always spoke kindly to them when
o duty, but at other times dispensed altogether with their at-
tendance, and as a rule took his meals alone.
~ “He is not at his best now,” smiled d’Eyncourt one day.
“He is a different man when he is in the field. You wouldn’t
believe the change in him. Then he is full of vitality, seeing
to every detail himself, caring for the troops, though ready to
endure any hardship himself. Don’t judge him by his present
behaviour. He has a great deal of trouble keeping the peace be-
tween Vendome and Burgundy.”

At this moment an orderly entered.

“The duke requires your attendance, Lieutenant Kennedy.”

Desmond at once went to the duke’s apartments.
~ “You will start at once for Lille, Mr. Kennedy, and will
report yourself to Marshal Venddme. I have arranged with him

at one of my aides-de-camp will accompany the force that

bout to advance, and will keep me informed of what is be-

g done. I have selected you because I know you to be active
d shrewd.
“The marshal is too much occupied to send me such full

, but to convey your impressions of what you see passing

ctly private, and your views will be of far more

reports as I should wish, and I look to you not only to give me ‘
you. Do not fear to speak plainly. Your communica-

ne than the official expressions of the marshal and his

The duke glanced through it. “I have
Licutenant Kennedy, and have arranged
and ride with the junior officers of my staff. ]
to be erected for you at once. Should any
move without me, I have arranged that y
You will find many of your compatriots in
five battalions of the Irish Brigade with us,

The maréchal-de-camp c
mond in his charge, requesting him 10 i
various officers of his staff with whom he wo
and to see that he was well cared for. "hi T

He was well received by the young Frei
mond was not long i at
occupation more as a pleas
matter of duty, and that
devoted to pleasure.




other Irish battalions encamped near them.

given up as lost by their comrades, and the appearance of Des.
mond in his staff uniform was the first intimation they had
received of his escape, of which he had more than once to give
a detailed account.

In doing this he made no mention of the seizure of Lord
Godolphin. He knew that the minister was anxious that this
should not get abroad, and as he had behaved fairly to them
Desmond considered that he ought to remain silent on the sub-
ject.

“Six months ago when you joined you seemed to me little

that demanded the brain and courage of a veteran. We missed
you,”
It was the end of June before the main army advanced. Des-
mond had returned to Peronne after the capture of the three
1 | towns, and was warmly praised by Berwick for the
~manner in which he had carried out the work entrusted to him.
On the 6th of July he received orders to accompany the duke.
There is bad news,” Captain Fromart said, entering the

marshal had commenced the siege of Qudenarde. We have

once. The duke will ri

h Venddme’s urgent

nt, by whom he was heartily welcomed, and with the

He and the other officers captured in the Salisbury had been

A
2
?’.}?
1k

“You amaze me more and more, Kennedy,” the colonel said.

smore than a boy, and yet you have been through adventures ]

oom where the four aides-de-camp were together. “You know

now that the enemy has suddenly advanced towards him,
he has been obliged to raise the siege and fall back across

P

" which I doubt not are good.”

A large tent had been alread ed fc
close to that of the marshal, a dmmh
of the officers who might come with ]
later a soldier entered the aides-de-car
tra‘)‘,The Duke of Berwick bids me say
supping with the marshal, who has sen
from his own table.” oo sy

“Please to give our thanks to th
kindness,” Desmond said, but
tent he went on, “I have no doubt th
a suggestion on the part of Berwick, and
we must feel. We had just been |
should get nothing to eat till t
is a supper worthy of the marshal,

It was ten o’clock before the duk

he at once sent for his a

men. Sleep soundly, for we
morrow. We are to cross the
enemy are on the other side of
a pitched battl
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~ Berwick, however, at last managed to persuade him to agree

to Venddme’s plan, as the capture of Oudenarde was a mattey
of the utmost importance, and it would be as easy to fall back
to Lille as it would be from Ypres.

This Burgundy had sullenly assented to, and the next morn-
ing the army marched to the position fixed upon. This was on %
steeply rising ground, with the river Norken running at its foot.
Beyond this were two other eminences, on each of which stood i
a windmill. That on the west was called the windmill of Oycke,
and that on the adjoining hill the windmill of Royegham, the
latter flanking the main position.

Oudenarde being found to be strongly garrisoned, it was
decided, in spite of the opposition of Burgundy, to cross the
Scheldt at Gavre, and then to give battle to the allies between
that river and the Dender. |

Marlborough had, however, been joined by Prince Eugene
who had, like Berwick, hurried on in advance of his army, and
the two great generals decided, instead of attacking the French
- by the road from Brussels, to sweep round across the Scheldt at
- Oudenarde and by other bridges across the river, and so to

Pplace themselves between Vendome and France. |
A portion of the French army was already in movement
hen the news came that the allies were fast coming up. Early

ext morning their advance guard, composed of twelve
s of infantry and the whole of the cavalry, reached
1dt, and having thrown bridges over the river, crossed,
oon came in contact with the French advance guard undez

at a village a few hundred yards north of
mediately Marlborough felt strong enough to :
orders were sent to Cadogan, who cor ¢
guard, to drive the enemy out of Eynes
attacked the seven French battalions in the v
cavalry crossed higher up and came down o
village. AL
Three of the French battalions were sur
prisoners, while the other four were disps
dent even to Burgundy that an acti
but again an angry dispute took place.
Vendéme would have stood on the
Norken to be crossed before he coul
however, overruled by Burgundy, who
command. R ,e;“
Marlborough took advanta ~of the
troops in front of the castle of Bevere
battalions at Eynes hi:
the main attack of the ]
He then lined all th
twenty British battalions
Norken, the Fr
constituted t‘hé I
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e French at Diepenbeck and the troops that still remained
1 the plateau beyond the Norken. .

- Eugene then swung round his right, and, pressing forward,
surrounded the French on that side, so completely enveloping
them that his men and those of Overkirk each believed the
other to be French — for darkness had now fallen - and fought
for some time before the mistake was discovered.

As in such a country it was impossible to move troops in
regular formation in the darkness, Marlborough gave orders for
the troops to halt in the positions they held. Had the light
lasted two hours longer the whole of the French army would
have been slain or captured, but under cover of darkness the
‘greater portion made their way through the intervals of the
allied troops.

Many fled to Ghent, while thousands made for the French
frontier. Vendéme lost in killed and wounded six thousand men
nine thousand prisoners, and his total loss exceeded twenty
 thousand, while the allies lost five thousand, of whom the great
- majority were Dutch, Danes, and Germans.

‘French troops on the plateau withdrew under the di-

er of fugitives had rallied. Marlborough sent forty squad-
orse in pursuit of them, but the French showed so firm

ined during the
C - at .

yegham, thus cutting the communication between

f Venddme in good order, and before morning a large E

t the cavalry were unable to seriously interfere

AT

the front, while he was met by :
ing their way to the rear. w S
At first all was exultation among the troops,
verians and Dutch were forced to give way be
of the main body of the French, shout ¢
confidently believed that they would this da
great victories Marlborough and Eugene
Having delivered his orders to the
mond rode back. Vendome and Berwick |
and were standing together with :
of the plateau examining the field wi
“T have delivered your message,
saluting. “The general bade r
the enemy were falling back and
“Very well, Mr. Kennedy,
out that he was a little too sanguine.
The fire had indeed for the |
with augmented ~ Marlb
threatened point and had |
Dutch and Hanoverians :
had not only ¢




Duke of Berka has sent me to ascertain the pos{‘

of a strong body of the enemy’s troops whom he obserya were advancing by the mainrodﬂ .
- marching from the river towards our right. May I ask if v plateau on which the},' stood.
7 liave noticed them?” “The day is lost, ’lBe:l'wxccﬁts;lﬁd itts
| “We s:i,w thqm m’?ve away after crossing the river, but have gge?rh‘v)e;k are c:oné% :- A};; i
e for Burgundy we could have maint:

“I will ride on sir,” Desmond said. “Certainly 2 better
view can be obtained than from this side.”
A canter of a mile took him to the summit of the hi]l at =
whose foot Diepenbeck stood. He could see the masses of

double the force of the allies! So long as:
the command of armies to royal incapables
hope for success.” . X
Venddme lost no time in issuing

French troops gathered in front of the village, but beyond that the plateau were brough forward
a veil of smoke covered the country and entirely obscured the mand its approaches. Ai
contending parties, whose position could only be guessed by tions to order the generals of d
 the incessant rattle of their musketry fire. ‘ to make their way up to the
Turning again, he rode down the dip that separated the hill camp were told to make

from that of Oycke. He had just gained the crest when he sag routes to Diepenbeck and sive
@ large force marching rapidly towards the mill. Seeing at once maintain themselves atall ¢

lous nature of the movement, he turned and galloped their way as hesttla
full speed to the point where the generals were still v%atch%;g sible, to march for either
e progress of the fight, 2 The seryice

[ uld'leam' nothing of the force you spoke of from

al Grimaldi at Royegham, but riding towards Oycke I

them advancing at full speed towards the windmill,
d almost arrived.”

f anger broke from the duke. “This

tered, “of placing a fool in comms
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Take a drop of brandy from your flask, master. It wonty
ke half a minute, and then we will be off.” e
They continued their journey. The rattle of musketry ahead
of them showed that the combat had already commenced, [t
was already too dark to distinguish the uniforms except at 3
distance of a few yards. Dashing on he saw a dark mass ahead~
~ three officers rode out. o
“Who are you, sir?” they shouted. B |
“I am carrying a report from the general,” he replied in =~
English, and without drawing rein dashed on, passing within
- twenty yards of the column, and reached Diepenbeck without
further interruption. In the centre of the village the French
- general was sitting on his horse surrounded by his staff. The
combat beyond raged as furiously as before. Desmond rode
up and saluted. e
- “I am the bearer of orders from Marshal Vendome, sir,” he S
said. “He instructed me tell you that a large force of the enemy
has crossed the hills of Oycke and Royegham, and is already in
ur rear, the enemy’s right overlapping your left, while the
le British reserve is pressing forward and will ere long
junction with both these forces. Your retreat, there-
entirely cut off, ! -
ders are that you shall maintain yourself here as lon
as in the darkness and confusion it is unlikely
attack you from the rear before morning. The
: S e

2

getting here. Faith, I thought we w
hailed.” i
“It was a narrow escape, Mike, :
1 had got adli,Etlc nearer, and had seen
endered. :
sm:flt seems to me that we are like 1
ed .,, (T8
: “)éomething like it, Mike, but it
through them in the dark.”
“That we will do, sure
“but which way should we go
“ThatIcan’ttellyou”
The firing v;as nofw abami
letely except for a few sca
gad bZen harl,ted where they stood
forward. In the mean
colonels of the several




ms to put over our own. They will be lying thi
“cnough there, poor chaps. If we had them on we might pasg
~ through any troops we meet, as we both speak English.”
- “That s a good idea, Mike, if you can carry it out,” .
“Sure I can do that, and without difficulty, your honour,
I will fasten the horses to this tree, and perhaps your honour
will keep an eye on them.”
. “I'will stay with them, Mike.”
~ The soldier at once made off. The village was now crowded
with troops, all order was at an end, and the regiments were =
considerably mixed up. The officers went among them saying
‘that an attempt was going to be made to pass through the
-enemy and join the force on the plateau. They pointed out that
- there was at least as much hope in being able to do so as in
making off singly. piis
- Many of the soldiers, not having themselves suffered defea
responded to the call, and several bodies, four or five hundred

ong, marched out into the darkness. i
he majority, however, decided to shift for themselves, and
away in threes and fours. Of those that remained some
¢ into the village wine and beer shops and drank to stupe-
; e others, exhausted by the efforts of the day, threw
ves down and slept. Mike was away half an hour.
ave got an officer’s cloak for you and a helmet w
. I think he must have been staff-officer who

.

his orders. I have got a soldier

“Can you tell me, my man,” he
tinel, “where the Duke of Marll
«I don’t know, sir,” the m )
is here. 1 know there are a number
the left, and I heard someone say
there. There is tah cross-road a hundred y
il lead you to them.” Wit
wu'i'hank)irng the man, Desmond rode on
had been lighted, and these were
low, the troops having dr : |
ted. o ;
hal“I hope we shall meet no mor
said, as they went on at a b
till we get to Mullen.”
They met, however, '
crossed the bridge they b
threw away the headg
they had carried under their ¢
hill after having first satist
guard placed at |
Another ten mini




ones are fractured,” he said, “and I am afraj
thing for it but amputation.”

n leave it till tomorrow, doctor,” Desmond g,

“There must be a number of poor fellows who wan

attention much more than I do.” p

“That would do if I could make you a cradle, but we

badly off for all surgical appliances.”

- “Could you cut one out of one of my jack-boots?” "

. “A capital idea, Mr. Kennedy. Nothing could be better,”
"The surgeon at once cut off the foot of one of Desmond’s
ts, and then divided the leg longways. “There,” he $ﬂ@

.

“takgig ,l’Jp‘one of the halves, “you could not wish for a bett:
¥ al €. . :
- Hetook out some lint that he had brought with him, together
- with some f}at splints, bound the hand in its proper posiﬁo
en laid the arm from the elbow to the fingers in
, round which he tightly put a few bandages to keep
R, - ; _
ow for your scarf,” he said, and with this made a slin
pport the arm. The whole operation did not take five mi

in small parties. Marlborough’s

they had won, collecting and caring fo
armies. Two days later Berwick’s corps j
that of Eugene marched into Marlborough
In spite of the loss that he had
reinforcement raised Vendéme’s
ten thousand men, which was a
borough had under his command
After Eugene had joined him, stz
Venddme’s army and Paris, Marl
enemy’s fortresses should be ‘
should march directly on P
been attended with success, bu \
that even Fugene opposed it, while t
Dutch, Danes, and Prussians were
Consequently he decided to lay siege tc
undertaking, for Lille w (
France, and Yendom
within a couple of da
His dispositions wer
mendous convoy of h
was brought up from
interfere with it
tingent and the
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d wait until we had reduced the inflammation, by
might be a matter of a week or ten days, and there is no time
spare, as the army will probably march away in a few dav:
* Travel would increase the inflammation to such an extent thm
your life might be sacrificed.” ‘
“I would rather have it taken off at once, doctor,” Desmond
. said, “The operation cannot hurt very much more than the apm
is hurting already, and the sooner it is over the better.” 3
Surgery was in its infancy at that time and anaesthetics were
undreamt of. But the surgeons of the French army had large
experience, and the operation was very skilfully performed,
‘The stump was then seared with a hot iron.
~ “You have stood it well,” the surgeon said, for, except when
 the iron was applied to the wound, no groan had issued from
Desmond’s lips. “Now, your servant must keep these dressings 4
continually soaked with water, and in a few days we may hope
- that you will be able to travel in a waggon without danger.”
hen the army marched away a week later, Desmond was

e to come to me, Philip?”
Fr%xz)cf course I have, and should have ri den al
if it had been necessary. I went round :by
baron is laid up with an attack ofr gout, or h
companied me. He sent all sorts of messages, and
and the latter informed me that I need not shov
chiteau again until I came accompanied
reached Paris my fréend }ll'zad lIe:m'm:dam from the

e at Amiens, and so here !
:vh? gate of the hospital. I was glad, indeed
come out unharmed from that mbl i
I had come to take you away he ahrggii{

“It is wonderfull;\’ lgm,i, of y
not strong enough toride.” =~
“No one is thinking of your ridin

the quietest horses on |
down in it, and talk with me wh

placed in a waggon half-filled with hay, with several o have a whole batch of adventures
- wounded officers. At Arras, where there was a large military “I feel better already
al, he was kept for a few days, and then sent on to Amiens hearted of late, for it
the most severe cases being retained at Arras. He gain for months, and

slowly, and it was six weeks before the surgeons
ounced him to be sufficiently convalescent to be move
ould,” they said, “be probably some months before
fit to return to active service.” i i

ng looking listessly out of the window of

nd three other officers occupied, when M:
d’s 1ntens!

Mike, for all the
Vendome

2




- saddle, and were at this point covgred with a thick wrg
of flannel bandages, which aided in minimizing the effect ¢
= o Vsi rformed Iki \
The first day’s journey was performed at a walking pace. an, > 5 g ;
they reached Beauvais, twenty-five miles being acc%&fﬁ’ lnd' with us - a g.ne:ﬁgstwn;ls;aﬂl:izn ?cli::ldbgm
The fresh air and slight easy motion were beneficia] o that for centuries

> and in her. As for his brother, he forfeited
the afternoon Desmond was able to talk cheerfully with hjs }:;:;25 °§0:Vrards the CathollcuCibuicll

friend. There was, however, no continued conversation, P ; : ings were not a Succe
saying he would ask no questions about Desmond’s do o “dled' Deadedﬂffﬁ?:fﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁ?
until he was stronger. In the evening, however, after parta As tohI alﬁes‘ 4 2 rot‘éy 26f thef'kin’g of Fr:
of supper, Desmond, without being asked, related the incidents, the fact that tehl_ss ovI;n peipleﬁ- lunder, as
so far as he knew them, of the battle of Oudenarde, and of the fotighs agaix}sd lmd one which tain to
manner in which he received his wound. thotporst 5 1:15 on the other side of
“The whole disaster was due entirely to the Duke of Bur tus“suppor : unt the throne,
gundy, or rather to the king, who placed him in command over . Wex;;. s t;: glgo AL ;
two generals of the highest skill and reputation. If he had e A
wanted to accompany the army, Burgundy should have done ;nm yo:;saﬁ1~ poﬁchh ‘
80 just as our King James did, merely as a volunteer, I I? e 0 wg;,]d be b
~ told that the king showed great courage in the battle. For my ra_ntic:l; of England
‘ I think his presence was altogether a mistake. He claims b %6

stern puritan rule, and were therefore
jently upon his frailties, while they
per and wit. His fatal mistake was

 the English are his subjects, and yet he takes part wit f,’m‘;’;‘jnf’f,ﬂ,’ 5
gn army in battle against them. His being present v gfmmy and
inly not add to his popularity in England.” j gt

agree with you,” de la Vallée said. “It would have

Desmond

iser for him to have abstained altogether from i
in the matter. It was, of course, a different thing w
npted to land in Scotland. Then he would ha

portion of his subjects against those
s against his authority. That




;mey you will be strong enough to sit i
miles each day.” ¥ e
They made no stay in Paris, but proceeded

: e o on their way
~ morning after their arrival. Melun and Mo : ay th
next halting-places. Desmond was gaining nst;gztg e:e CCHEY
His good spirits were retprning, and at their evening halt?lpl g
been able to recite the history of his escape from Englande

wound had a less angry appearance, and on the day of ¢

bad with this villainous gout that I could not put it

but we should have had out the family coach.”  *
“You are all very good, Baron,” Desmond said.

think that Philip was right. I can assure you that the

has done me an immense deal of good, and h

that I am very different now from what I was

m x?:rt:‘rgiisl the horses, at his request, occasionally b | ek :;}gg??s’ for I had begun to think t
€ or two. s away : ‘ HENEN Y
“wy, 3 0 2 3 i alkin » ,
- you,”?htillri; fﬁﬁ%t&agé if theseﬂcigclansci,ct)1 . l; foo e has lt?:dnsg;nlg tsc;l.lsps;aer:red fgorh;?t: u:r
Set‘sllc;l c:;:wn l,’to a walking pace, ns when they ag that and a glass or two of good Burgu:
1 feel a bit tired, Philip, but one must make Ant you . e
and I shall never get strong unless I begin to use fn?'el Desmond, indeed was greatly ,

in a cheerful conversation with
“We are both dying to h
said, “and how you manag €sc
land as you did, and also how it
dreadful disaster at Oudenarde. I
rible fellows Marlborough:
“They are good gene
commanders of the f
out their own plans,
also able commanders
Burg

and on the last three da of.
at his horse for two or thjr’\:ewh )

portion of the journey had had to be pe
tter, S0 you must expect to find him
ey are breaking into a trot, so




should now suffer defeat after defeat by
men of half a score of nationalities, thou
general that England has ever produced.”

“And, Baron, with English troops under him
hundreds of years shown themselves invincible 12

“Yes, yes,” the baron said hastily;
Crecy, Poitiers, and Agincourt,
Holland. But I thought,
the English, and were here
against them.”

“Not in my case assuredly,
there is no opening for Irish
only by the aid of France coul
throne. It is true that the En
only conquered us but divi
among themselves, and alth,
usurping Dutch king with
mand, that is no reason w
at large, whose g
would rather it had fallen to
Germans, and Itali
lose many friends at
dy?” Anne asked.

lost my two greatest friends,”
that both are dead. They were
 the English prison, They,
Berwick’s aides-d

an army contajpipy
gh led by the greateq;

who have for

“we know all aboyr
they fought in
were the enemy of
ountrymen to fight

and how well

with your brave ¢

d our lawful king be
glish under Oliver
ded a great portio

placed on the
Cromwell not K
n of our land
s under his com:
I should feel any animosity
ualities I admire. I own that
lot to fight for France :
than against the English.”
Oudenarde, Monsieur Ken-

ough we were ag
the Dutch troop

Desmond said; “at leas
the two who escaped wi
with Monsieur d’Eynco
€-camp, started with me t

nsieur de la Vallée. This had been 2
;glggptember. B@(ore that time arri ,"d
pletely recovered his strength, and being 1
anxious to leave but his friends would n&t
until after the marriage. As news came e
tured by the allies, and it was cettmn at
soon go into winter quarters, he allo ;

to stay. ; .
Sua;lc'lﬁg siege iad been one of the m|

place was stoutly defended, and ts
dearly, twelve thousand being killed
seven thousand succumbed to diseases.
seventeen thousand strong, qu
mained alive at the time it capitu ‘
Its fall caused general consterna
it opened the road to Pans,
strenuous efforts to obtain
the allies were so onerous t
In spite of the general
wedding was a gay one.
Desmond had writ ¢
in Paris, saying that he was
self at the end of
about to leave Pointd
Itran as foll




- He said, “If you can spare him, Duke, I should be glad ifyou
would let me have this young Irishman for a time. I shal] pro-
mote him to the rank of captain for the great service he ren-
dered. I shall also settle upon him a pension of fifty louis a year
for the loss of his hand. I will send him to Spain, having had
several complaints from the Duke of Orleans who, as you
know, is now in command there, of the incompetence of many
of his staff” I said that although I had found you a most

On arriving at Mad_rid in the ﬁrstwwk
Desmond, after putting up at an hotel, p

BASRERLE. LT =

zealous and useful officer, and had a warm regard for you, ] quarters of the Duke of Orleans and sen
would of course accede to his Majesty’s wishes in the matter. A with Berwick’s letter of introduction. g
Enclosed in this letter is the order for you to join the Duke of » v shown into his room. The duke look
~ Orleans, and a private letter from myself to the duke, givinga “Are you Captain Kenﬂedy?::"- i
 sketch of your services and exploits, which will doubtless give “I am, Your Royal Highness.” | ;
3 You at once a place in his favour, i “The Duke of Berwick has very st
I do not think that this war will last very much longer. saying that you had performed
France is well-nigh ruined by the sacrifices she has made, and (

the drain upon the allies must be almost as great. Therefore I
trust that another campaign will bring it to an end.

i
8 repared to see one so yout
- ; 2 . 'Il?he duke invited Desmo:
~ Desmond was sorry to leave the service of the duke, but con- SEVE
soled himself with the hope that it would be only temporary,
and the prospect to a year’s campaigning in a new country was
- by no means displeasing to him. Therefore, after writing a suit-
letter to the duke, he took leave of the Baron Pointdexter,
many thanks for his kindness, and attended by Mike star-
or Spain.
ad I am to be on the move again, Captain Kennedy,”
id as they rode away. “Sure, your honour, idleness

Desmond found
whenever it was !
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3 ricts the wilder spirits left their homes in Mimben.
- enticed by the prospects of plunder, under the leadm'ship

~ one or other of the partisan chiefs.

Desmond had from the moment of his a

carrying out this duty, lehln
major, as it will less ruffle the susceptibility
an officer of that rank be cmployedmm

rrival spent el

0k of hi oo | | institute such inquiries. e
greater portion of his spare time in the study of Spanish, an i ms‘fl’?clJ 1;5 :;lm : ochoursc, be mrovllati i T
aided by his knowledge of French made rapid progress, It w

dajos, couched in such terms that he:
essential for his work, as without it he could not have made his “gflff,i-;:sim’; has any reference to himself, its
way about and safely delivered the orders of which he was the / ?iiscover whether the mgmwatﬂﬁdﬁlw
* bearer. In the beginning of March the duke sent for him, '« SSSe. supplied to admit of their being, if necessary, d
“I have been greatly pleased, Captain Kennedy, with the the subsistence of the army. Also ner
activity that you have displayed, and am going to make a fur- strengthening in case thccmyﬁmﬁ‘m
ther call upon you. This mission is of greater importance than before our army is at hand to give battle.
any on which you have hitherto been engaged, and is one which “Thus you will ostensibly c
ordinarily would be entrusted to an officer of higher rank, but amount of provisions and mmur
Ifeel that I cannot do better than place it in your hands. & nor as to whether he coansrda;t‘iiz e
“From what we learn, I believe that it is the intention of the Joriness
- enemy to commence the campaign by crossing the frontier near
- Badajos. By so doing they can either follow the valley of the
Guadiana to the sources of the river and then come down into
- Valencia, or they could cross the sierras, come down into the
valley of the Tagus, and march on Madrid. =~ - /i
“In the first place I want a report as to the state of the fortifi
itions of Baglajos and the efficiency of its garrison. I am, o

with the passes of the
ana. This part of

f the town to his Government, but I have come to
‘whatever in Spanish reports, which for the most




“Yes, the population here is very much divided, Mike,
- even those who are favourable to Philip have no love for
foreign soldiers whose bayonets keep him on the throne,”
“How long shall we be away, your honour?” ;
“I'should say a month. I am to have temporary rank as major
while engaged on this business. Anyone under that grade would
receive but little courtesy from the Spaniards.” 3
“They are a mighty haughty lot,” Mike grumbled. :
That evening Desmond received a packet containing his
appointment as major while on special service, details of jp-
structions as to the points to be attended to, and letters from the
duke to the commandant of the garrison at Toledo, and from
Philip to the Governor at Badajos. b
The next morning he started at daybreak, accompanied by
- Mike, and arrived that evening at Toledo. Here he presented
‘his letter to the commandant, S
- “Very well, sir,” the officer said when he had read it. “At
what hour do you wish the escort and guide to be ready in the
moming?)’ 4
~ “I should like to start as early as possible, Colonel, I myself
~ being well mounted, might cross the sierra in a day, but the
troopers’ horses could not do that,”
o would not gain anything if they could, Major Kenned
your horse could carry you over sixty or seventy
untain roads in a day you would certainly need
’ rest before proceeding farther. The general
bout a non-commissioned

The meal was a pleasant one.
anxious to hear the last news
ce. .
Fria;t passing over the hills the next day,
men suddenly made their app ‘
seeing that an attack was I:Rclfyta
they did not interfere with their passage. D
lated himself on haying an escott,f
with him had he been accompanied onls
day after leaving Madrid he arrived at
geant, the four troopers, and i
for the town, being close to. the
moment to be suddenly agm
the governor, 2 pompous Spa
“ire you Major Kenned
surprise at his young visit
“My name is Kenn
major and to serve o
1 am the bearer «
Philip.”
The Spaniard
could see by the
no means [ ;




[ am convinced you will find that my reports on the stor
ammunition in hand are fully borne out.”

“The governor is, as I expected, a good deal put out, Mik
Desmond said as he rejoined his follower, who was Waitine
outside with the horses. “Now, let us find out the best hote],”

As they went on, a party
while Mike and two troopers .
accompanied them. The ma
formerly been an old castle,

e ; that of a store, its t
“Didn’t he ask you to stay with him, your honour?” Mike :;ﬁ;giﬁﬁ;t very heavy missiles
asked in surprise. On entering what had been the co

“No, he is much too grand a man for that. However much
a Spaniard may place his house and all within it at your servig
it is very seldom that he invites a stranger to enter it. Moreover

glad as they may be to have French help in fighting thexE
battles, they look with suspicion and dislike upon an individua]
Frenchman. Besides, I fancy I shall find that these stores and
magazines by no means taily with the report sent in by the

governor. I heard the Duke of Berwick one day speaking about

he greater portion of it was occupied b
;hueil%,rand cl())vered by some five.
of these on the right contai
Mendez said. “The next
is stored in the thr_c«_:_h 7
on the left side contain ham
rockets, and other mi I

: : : ; “We will examin
it, and he said there was corruption and dishonesty among their “Which is the officer in.
~ officials from the highest to the lowest.” it

One of the officials

- The next morning, on going to the governor’s, Desmond
~ found a number of officials assembled there. “These are the
 officers in charge of the stores and magazines,” the governor
id. “Colonel Mendez will accompany you, and will see tha
rything is done to facilitate your examination.”
"The governor bowed formally. Desmond returned his salut
d then went down with the Spanish colonel, the other officials -
. He sa t there was an expression of maticious
on the colonel’s face, and guessed that he
investi o take pla




- support the weight of the roof. It was lighted only by gm
loopholes in the thick walls. Four of the soldiers carried an.
terns, and they were about to enter when Desmond said,
“There is no loose powder lying about, I suppose?” 5
“None,” the officer replied. “The barrels were all

It was taken out to the courtyard,

out. Bt S
“You see, Colonel,” Desmond said as he lool

tents, “you would have been reduced to great straits lo

y expected it.” W AL
examined before being taken into the store. They are, as YOX for% K:‘Lolsml’ who belonged to the artillery, I
can see, strongly made. A leakage is out of the question, unlesg barrel, which was full of earth. S
by any accident one should fall off the pile and burst, but such “Empty it out!” Desmond ordered. They did
~ athing has never happened as far as I know.” ' was not a single cartridge init. i e
% “I see by your book that there should be three thousand ‘1 “This is scandalous!” the colonel mmﬁ

B four hundred and eighty-two barrels, each containing five hun-

cartri 4 expect that everything wguld be found right,

- dred cartridges. Certainly an ample supply even for a pro- of such villainy as this!” He turned tc

g et i commissary at once,” .he‘ said. But that ¢
g The barrels were piled in four tiers, one above another, form- to be found. He had sh%pedv_awag.;;.,

ing a wall on each side of a central path seven feet wide, take gov;n hig:.e barrels. Some sgidm__ liers
“Give me your hand, Mike,” Desmond said to his follower. search of I ; &

- and, standing upon it, ’he was able to scramble on to the topf e ‘We Wllﬂ tg;;ngﬁ"ht}:: m
“Twelve barrels deep,” he said as he descended. “Now let extel;lsxve ycrcsu'lt‘ e

us count the number in each line.” o iy ;

_ The wall of barrels extended only some two-thirds of the &?mdl:!rne; lmeg )
length of the stores, and there were thirty barrels in each line. g e mbﬂhmd e
- He made a rapid calculation. “That is three thousand two. two hundred

but I see that in addition there is a small pile on
d the others which would about make up the cor
our record is accurate.”
1 took up the lantern as if the matter was no
d said: “No, sir, I have but begun. M




supplies of provisions was even greater. There was a deficjane
of many hundreds of sacks of flour and beans. The meat storeg
were entirely empty, although they should have contained
large number of tierces of salted beef. ‘
This was a matter of minor importance, for in case of the
approach of an enemy the people of the country round would
drive their cattle into the town, and indeed the allowance of
meat to a Spanish soldier was so small that he could do well
without it, existing entirely upon bread and fried beans,
Of wine there was scarce half the amount indicated, A grear
number of the barrels had been filled only with water. It was
late in the afternoon when the work ceased. E
“I should require a fortight,” Desmond said, “to get ac-
curate figures. This, however, is comparatively unimportant, It

3 0] i o 1y
At this moment an officer came down and said
governor wished to see Colonel Mendez anéc
at once. As they entered thef room they smthe
ing up and down in a state of great agit &
1 g“Iphear, Colonel Mendez,” he said, | c
several of the con:;missanat storekeepers under
does this mean, sir?” g0 : :
“It means, sir, that Major Kenned

R )

is quite sufficient to know that in no case is there half thel s deficiencies in the stores, and there
amount either of ammunition or of provisions given in the number of persons must have been
governor’s last report. Fraud on a large scale has been carried sides those in charge of the storeho
out, and I cannot but think that some men of higher rank than have been practised by‘themmhﬂw
these storekeepers must have been concerned in the affair.” whose duty it was to receive tt ;
- “There has certainly been something wrong in the supply “I shall order a commission

of clothes, Major Kennedy. My men have had no new one beg that you, Colonel

served out to them for the past year and a half, although I have
‘made repeated applications during the past two months.”
es, I noticed when I walked about in the town yesterday

- the troops were almost in rags.”
as a Spaniard I lament this terrible exp
2ver, must not be laid entirely upon the mill
f provisions of all kinds, of everything |
, is in the hands of the junta of the
here. Many of the memt




«What is it?” he asked the sentry. AN e
«] saw two or three men at the end of th
too dark to make them out clearly. ’i?hcy were com

~ public, for he has powerful friends at court. Therefore,
interference on my part would be more disastrous to my;)
pects than to his. Ty
“It is humiliating to say so, Major Kennedy, but both oyr

= elled my carbine and cried,‘."wmo'
civil and military systems are rotten to the core. There are, of :‘:g-alt lngxce theyysmlc away, They could hav
course, honest men in both services, but as a rule corruption o o ance they s erage RACHERIES
is almost universal. Still, although he cannot : good, : o

fear me ag he
must fear you, he may endeavour to make himself safe by re-

moving me also from his path. For a time I shall take good

care to remain in my own barracks as much as possible.” E
“I will also be careful,” Desmond said, “and I thank you

~ for the warning.”
“If I were in your place I should mount my horse at once,

and with the troopers of the escort ride straight for Madrid”

without boots.” .‘ P
up“Keep a sharp look-out, sentry,” Desmond |
that they don’t steal up to you, for if they do
bed before you have time to turn round
carried out your suggestion, Mﬂ:e, and
door.” : :

In a few minutes Desmond

rk, and
“I cannot do that, Colonel, for the examination into the B ?c;::l %0;1 g?njiv;ht,’hc did
state of the stores here was only a part of my instructions, and as Mike heard by his breathi
I must, if possible, carry these out to the letter before leaving noiselessly and seated himself ;

for Madrid. I might, however, send off my dispatch by two of

istol. 7
the troopers with me.” loa::dhills:pamx
- “I think you may take my word for it, Major, that th He did not look out,

would never reach their destination. Even while we are speak-
ng a messenger may be sent off either to one of these b

the mountains, or to two or three of the contractors, telling
~ them it is a matter of life and death to them to prevent you
0T your messengers from reaching Madrid.” o4
look-out is certainly far from comfortable,” Desmond




them from getting in at the door they tried the window,
has shot one of them.”
~ There was a sound of feet and loud talking in the passagg
and as Desmond went out, the landlord, two of the serving-
men, and several of those staying at the hotel ran up,
“What is it, sefior? We heard a shot.” :
“Yes, a fellow tried to enter my window by means of a
ladder, but fortunately my man heard him and shot him before
he came in. No doubt it was some prowling marauder, who,

tainly much nearer than that, thoug
walls.” X i :
«] will go out and inquire, your honour. ¥
war it is as well to know exactly what the enemy
«“Take one of the troopers with you,
Spanish well.” :
Mike returned in an hour.

“They have shot all the prisoners
said. “I hear they held a sort of court-m

o

‘

seeing my window open, thought that there was a chance of at the governor’s. It did not sit more than
plunder.” ~ i were all found guilty of fraud and
- “Carrambo!” the landlord exclaimed, “then we shall have this morning.” o
inquiries and all sorts of trouble.” ST “Worse and worse, Mike! tly th
- “I don’t think you will,” Desmond said quietly. “I fancy mined to get rid of all whose evidence mi
hg had some friends down below, and they will probably carry 7 on this matter. After what has
his body and the ladder away, and if you hold your tongues i : mary executions, I feel very
~ nothing more will be heard of it. Mike, you and the sentry take Mendez. Will you go to the
- alantern and go down and see.” T from me? Take Pierre with yo
- The landlord looked out of the window. When Mike returned Desmo
~ “As far as I can see everything is quiet there,” he said, “The colonel had not been
\re you sure that your servant was not dreaming?” 8 servant went g e aS

‘mtyouwxll soon ascertain if you go down with him,”
ond sg’ld “I fancy that you will find some traces of the
ere. - } . o
dlord, followed by his two servants, went down wi
and then, lighting a lantern and handing it
carcfully behind them,




#

 put a bottle of wine and a loaf of bread into his v
o that we shall be able to ride without stopping anywhere, \7f
~ mount in twenty minutes.”

Exactly twenty minutes later the little troop started, The
men had, at Desmond’s orders, loaded their pistols and short
guns. Avoiding the principal streets they rode by narrow lanes
until they emerged close to the eastern gate. Through this he
and his followers rode, without question, at a quiet pace untj]
beyond the exterior fortifications and then broke into a canter,

_ They struck off from the road when nearing Merida, and
~ followed a country track until they came upon the road be-
~ tween that town and Torre Mocha. Avoiding the latter place,

 they took the road to Truxillo, and late in the afternoon ap-
- proached that town and halted in a wood two miles distant
from it. :
~ Here Desmond consulted his map. There were two roads
from Truxillo. Crossing the sierra the main and shorter road
- came down upon the Tagus at Almarez, the other passed
 through Deleytoza and came down upon the bridge at Condo.

cut by those villains! I would not
an end of it.” LA
Desmond smiled at the earnestness
«“Well, Mike, yc;u must bc guided
ember, it is of extreme importanc
reach the Duke of Orleans. Unless.
Badajos and the cause suffer utepafa,bk
«“To the devil wid the cause,”
doesn’t trouble me one way or the
farthing whether Philip or Charles
It is not a nice job they will be
worth a drop of Irish blood.”
The next day they set
were mounting the slope of the
any men until they reachedampmm
steep hills. st B
“There they are,”
“Thirty or forty of
ide forward to t




s orders were followed. Some of the men on the hijjgj,
dropped, and the others continued to mount the slopes, Whep.
as they believed, out of fire, they moved forward so as tq take
 the defenders of the rocks in flank. ,
- “Now, fire a volley among the men in front of us,” Deg.
‘mond said. “We are not likely to hit any of them, but jt g
‘sure to draw their fire, and there will not be many unemptied
guns as we pass them.” :
~ As he expected, the volley was answered by a general fire
 from their hidden foes, then the party leapt into their saddles was assassinated? :
and, pistol in hand, galloped up the road. Several hurried shots “Now, sir, I must ask you to
- were fired from the front and then, at a shout from their leader, matter is too serious for a mome
Some twenty men leapt from their hiding-places and ran down case before His Majesty.”
R e oad, Leaving Desmond in the ant
- Desmond was supported on one side by Mike and on the king, and read the full report to him.
- other by the sergeant. He dropped his reins - the horse had | “I have met with many b '
. 10 obey the motions of his knees ~ and drawing his the king said, when he had
d, rode straight at the bandits. Only a few muskets were worst. Steps must be taken
ed, and these so hurriedly that the balls missed their arrest the contractors, and
with a shout the party fell upon the brigands. i :
pistols of the troopers and Mike cracked out, but they
0 need to draw their swords, for the rush of the horses
such a panic into the Spaniards that they sprang from
“vmgh :E path clear; and the party thundered past

‘Wou ’&ed,-?”‘Deunond asked, when they hac
gun-shot of their assailants. i
in my shoulder, Major,” one of the

“What! back already, Major Ken
have carried out all the work that I entr
“By no means, Your Royal Highn
out was so important that I deemed it
. There is the report, sir.” :
onj: heavy frown settled on the duke’g
document. “Infamous!” he t; , w
“And you say that two attempts were made |
night, and the Spanish colonel-vbfho\g‘iv.er.'




has shown that on various occasions,” the duke said.
s you may judge from the promotion that he has recejved.
As you see by the loss of his hand he has suffered as we|]
fought on behalf of France. When Your Majesty is at leisure
will some evening relate to you a story which I heard from
the king himself, of the manner in which he twice rescued 4
~ fair damsel from an evil-minded noble who carried her off»
- “I shall hear it with pleasure, cousin. You say he holds only 7% 2
temporary rank, I think that after the signal service he has «] want you to take off all the marks
rendered it should be made substantial.” o my clothes. ] am going to be a ca
~ “Icertainly intend to make it so,” the duke said. P Mike looked with surprise at I
- “Pardon, sir,” Desmond said, “but while thanking you for it is ungrateful bastes they must be.
your kindness I would beg to be allowed to remain a captain, least they could do was to make you
Already I have obtained more promotion than others have done they had made you a colonel it
after many years of good service, and I should regret verymuch deserve.” 5 SOy

«] have a job for you, Mjkg”
“What is it, your honour?

passing over the heads of so many of my old companions.” “] was offered the n

“It is the first time that I have had promotion declined,” would be absurd at my 2

- duke said, smiling. “However, for the present at least I will be ashamed to look offi
let the matter remain so.” It twenty years of good

face. I would much
“Well, it may be
1 am entirely.” ;

“You will

With an expression of warm thanks Desmond retired.
2 > must lose no time over this matter,” the king sai
‘aught we know this scoundrel may be in communication
the enemy, and may be prepared to open the gates of tk
the first summons.”

 once,” the duke replied. “I will send ord:







patched the greater portion of his troops with a large numpyer
of peasants with materials to fill the deep ruts, repair g
bridges, and make the roads as far as possible fit for the Passag
of an army.

In ten days Desmond had surveyed all the roads down by
the valley of the Guadiana and that of the Tagus, and hg

sent off his report to Madrid, together with his observations

as to the points at which a defensive position could, in his
opinion, be best taken up.
Having done this, he prepared to undertake the second pa
~of his mission, and to investigate the roads on the Portuguese
side of the frontier.
~ “Now we shall have to keep our eyes open, Mike,” he saic
“So far as we have heard there are no bodies of the enemy’s
troops anywhere in this neighbourhood, but there is a bi
enmity between the Spanish and Portuguese, and we shall
liable to be attacked by the peasants.”
“Are we to ride in our uniforms, your honour?”
“Certainly we are, Mike. If we are captured in uniform
uld be dealt with as prisoners of war and have a right

n"?anncnt. If we are taken in disguise we shall be shot a

“Fai your honour, the alternative is not a pleasant on
as civilians we may be shot as spies; if we go in t
be murdered by the peasants.”

; day they rode out, and for nearly a week ex: '

e lines of oute across the frontier. They folloy
en the foot of the mountains and the fronti

x <
Of course we shall have to mak - a wid
as there is sure to be a strong garrison there.”
Accordingly they passed round the fortress at
and presently came upon the road. It sh

ely been repaired in some parts, but th

gl;t ythey inc?cased rathefr than .
resented to the passage of troops.

J They had ridden some ten miles, and were
the mountains, when they dismounte _
to eat the food they carried with them. St
the road behind them, they saw a squa
along. :

“This is awkward, Mike. There
on, and when we reach the foot of
country until we come upon the
good two miles behind us, so we I

Mounting, they proceeded at a
they could see, the cavalr;

mond at first supposed, in-
took matters quietly, an
steep that it w




“You are a daring fellow to venture so far across the
tier.”
“I simply obeyed my orders, sir.” g
“Well, sir, I shall have an opportunity of talking to y
later on. I, as you see, am engaged in precisely the same wor|
 as you are, namely, in ascertaining for myself the state of théi,,
roads across these mountains.”
“Then, General,” Desmond said with a smile, “I shoy
say that your investigations are hardly satisfactory.” 2
The general also smiled. “Not so much so as I could wish,”
he said. “Now, may I ask why, seeing you are well mounte
you did not turn and ride for it when you first saw us?” ;
“The reason is simple, General. A squadron of cavalry were
coming up behind me and there was no possibility of escape.”
“Ah! no doubt they were sent out to meet me. Well, sir,
if you will give me your word not to attempt to escape, you
retain your sword and ride with us.” ;
- “I give my parole, sir, with many thanks for your courtesy.”
“And now, Captain Kennedy,” the other went on, “it is
probable that you have about you the result of your investig
tions along these roads, which I must request you to hand to
‘me. It may be as useful to me as it would have been to the Duk
rleans, and may save me a good deal of trouble.”
esmond took out the notebook in which he had each da
n the result of his observations, with suggestion
Ints where repairs were most needed. X
eral glanced through the notebook. “You have d
thoroughly, Captain Kennedy, and ha

=4
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of France and the Duke of Berwmgz”
ood fortune, promotion israpid.” =
v §It is lucky for you that you fell into the hﬂdﬁ
of Galway instead of the Pgrtuguege geﬂmh’
probably, in spite of your uniform, have made
ou.”

“I did not know the general was the Earl of Gal
mond said. “Certainly it was lucky that into
If I had not seen the English unifo;
and charged the squadron behind
fighting than to be hanged or shot

In a few minutes they met the sq
had, as the general supposed, been
of Elvas to meet him. Half of thes

fell in behind. i
Mike had, without orders, faiﬂzen
and more than once Desm 1 hear
with the troopers. On arriving at .
aides-de-camp to obtain a
which they were quartere:




‘mense deal of trouble, for we are no more able to rely
the information given by the Portuguese than, I should
the Duke of Orleans can upon that of the Spaniards. Theref,
sir, I think that in the present case I can make an exception
“In an hour I shall mount and ride down the road to Bad:
jos, and I shall there restore your liberty to you and permit you
to rccrossd t;::u frontier. It would be a thousand pities that so
young an ant an officer should waste perhaps some 3 : T ;
of his life in an English prison, for the nﬁmbe? of prisg:';il “You may as well bring his servant t0o,”
taken in Flanders is so great that it is impossible for the Fren v doubt he knows the country as well as |
to find officers to exchange for them. i may not be so unwilling to answer qu
~ “You will understand that, dealing with allies so jealous and _The order was carried out, and D
susceptible as the Portuguese, I can hardly take the step with the aide-de-camp, followed cl¢
releasing you, as it would be at once rumoured that T had been The earl at once began to ,w :
in communication with a French officer, doubtless from so of the villages visible up the
but his staff, who had

sinister motive, . ; } :
their feet, as it was evident

drawn his parole, and they w

arded. g
glAlThe party rode until they reached a
could obtain a view of Badajos and cour
far up the valley of the Guadiana. The ground
sloped gradually. The earl took his place
officers of his staff fifty yards in front
mounting, examined Badajos vgl‘,th‘hm. el
one of his aides-de-camp to bring ¢

“I think, Captain Kennedy, it would be as well,” he said

with a smile, “that you should withdraw your parole, and do forward for someinies
before we start, in the presence of the officers of my st m(g;’ﬂrﬁ:zr::;;sp
course you must be placed under a very strict guard, and view, "Mike had foll

gh $0 near the frontier, you will find it very difficult
e. Still, such things are managed.”
k you most deeply, sir,” Desmond said, understan

of gratitude for your generosity.” : :
'y assembled in readiness to mount, Desmond
earl and said in a tone that could be hez



v minutes later they heard a trumpet-call in their regp

i id and presenting his report he 1
and their pursuers at once checked their horses and rode Madrid and p g

n to the recall ok tion from the Duke of Orleans. He then
in answer to . |

i i “ e the general’s staff explaining his report and g i
“Tare an’ agcs,” Mike exclalmed, but that ‘was nately,,, 1 1o the nature of the IO&dS, the repm'nm
B have thought that they would had lt tions which were in his opinion most:
us give them the slip so easily!” i

Lok On the following day the members of the s
" you must never mention to 4. Gl moned to meet him by the Duke of Orle:

the earl gave us this chance of escape.” them that he had received a sudden:
- “Then he is a rale gintleman, sir, and mighty obliged T and that Marshal de Bay would in his
- feel to him, for I have had enough of English prisons.” of the French troops. The announcen
- The pursuit over, Desmond rode on at a canter to Badajos, prise to Desmond, but was not un
and reported to Colonel Crofton that he had been taken During the winter the Kin,
prisoner but had managed to effect his escape as he was but efforts to bring about a general
carelessly guarded. e | that showed he was ready to make
“I shall now, sir, return to Madrid. I have completed the The allies, on the contrary, W
work I was told to carry out, and shall finish writing up my war. The victory of Ouds
report this afternoon, and start tomorrow morning.” s’ and other fortresses, ogmed-
“I congratulate you on your escape. The Portuguese are not general distress that prevailed
very particular, and might have paid small regard to the fact mands higher and higher
~ that you were in uniform.” e for peace. ;
rtunately, sir, it was not by them that I was captured.” One of the
nond had not been called upon to give evidence befor
ommission of inquiry, it being found that all the contrac
had left their homes a week before the troops arrived at
Some had apparently gone to Andalusia, while others
or Catalonia. All had unquestionably made a con-
ney by their frauds, and would take g
hands of the French. gt
~able to return here,” Desmond




p

been for that, I do not know how I ¢ d
am‘[‘l}%nd now, sir, I want to ask you a féw g
road on the other Csii:. Bﬁour :o :
ad through po Mayor to onl
?rcr:nry? could move, and that a large of
employed to make the other road fit for t
He then asked a number of questions
«T see,” he said, “you hay'g :
report where an enemy coming d

An Old Frigy

'ffhc change of command had been effected so suddenly that
Desmond had not been able to make up his mind to ask the
Duke of Orleans to allow him to return with him to France,
in order that he might again join the Duke of Berwick. How-
- ever, before he could decide whether to do so or not, the duke

] and others which
. had taken his departure. Desmond spoke to the head of the f ; d;g;s;?:; fg ?’ngly, B
- staff, and asked him for his advice. , o i “Yes, sir, this would depend
“I should think you should remain here, Captain Kennedy, strength of the armies.” :

There is likely to be a great battle fought in a few weeks, but if
the rumours are correct, we may not be here much longer. Cer-
tainly I hope there will be no change until then, for if we win
‘the battle, and so relieve Spain from the risk of invasion for
time, we can leave the country with a better grace, as Philip
~ would then only have to battle with his rebellious subjects i
nia.”
should certainly not wish to leave when a great battl
t to be fought,” Desmond said, “and will serve un‘d§

The marshal nodded app
our agents in Lisbon,‘:»’:
superior to our own in numbe
Pﬁuguese, who have shown

cavalry are almost entire
“The only rea.‘-lly 1

de Bay until it is certain what is going to be don .
ime a general movement of the troops, both Spar
Desmond and the oﬂ;cr_gic{cs-de



- O’Neil told him how he had escaped.
- “I was shot through the body and fell unconscious Wh
I came to next morning I decided that if I were to fall in tf
hands of the English it must not be in the uniform of the Ir
Brigade.”
Igzsdmond nodded, understanding. O’Neil could have
shot as a traitor.
“So I took the uniform off a dead French officer and whena;
stretcher party came they took me to an English hospita] at
- Oudenarde. Three weeks later I had recovered sufficiently f
- me to be taken to Ostend and then to England.” ]
“Then you escaped?” O’Neil nodded. “But how did you
get back to France again?”
- O’Neil smiled. “It was easy, remembering how you had
- managed it before.”

- “You went down to Rye and got the same boatman to sail
you across?”

Again O°Neil nodded, and both broke into laughter at that,

'was good to be re-united.

e next morning Desmond was sent off to hurry up a bod
troops which was still some seven or eight marches awa
news had come that the allied army was in motion,
ly concentrate near Portalegre. This seemed t
y intended to invade Spain by Badajos and t

na, for had their aim been to advanc
Madrid they would have marc]
by Alca; to Almar

movement of advancec,1 Marshxt ‘dl erdset?iy
engagement, and sent orders to t
gir;:rnandgtg place themselves on the road betw:
Campo Mayor. Ao
an(’il'he allries suf?ered, as the French had done at
conflicting counsels. The Earl of Galway was
the British and of two or three Dutciq
de Frontiera was in cgmmand of the
by far the greater portion of the for;:e, dd& s
ment was seen on the other side of thc_ ver,
cross and attack the Spaniards. :
The Earl of Galway was strongly
not be wise to take the offensive,
remain in its present position until

were clearly ascertained. Their

by themselves, and it was evi
agtackcd whih’: they remained 1

be given at once, ar
cavalry, with a
i iately.

hat if




T

en, drawing his sword, shouted, “The first brj will : 2 N S
" charge,” xctll,g riding forward, led the way against tﬁ:d }Eo “ British infantry, who alc})lnc rgmsmx:emd sgz;n, md ‘
~ guese horse, whose cannon had already opened fire, R the whole of the I_"'ﬁ:nc allll bog 6f' VAl
The Portuguese fell into disorder as soon as they say g while he himself with a l::ms L rza oy
long line of horsemen charging down on them like a torrent, ' midst of .theﬁ enemy in hope ching Pierc
‘and when it neared them broke and fled. They wer drawing it off.

€ Soon over= S d by the loss of that briga
taken, great numbers were cut down, and the remainder gl bo{ikklltillx::fshavsve;l;ﬁn:s inyfront, sid tréleid

B b end did o doaw ke Spanish horse, among which Crofton’s dragoons

they reached Campo Mayor. : A the retreating British m:
~ The Spaniards at once turned the five cannon the fugitives ﬁf;;:bflgroﬁzg gt é gka ' '

had left behind them upon the allied infantry, and then, aftera : n severely pressed they
few rounds had been fired, the cavalry charged the British anc? fﬁ"ﬁﬁ&ﬁ till theyyviere' able
infantry. : A field with comparatively trifling less, ﬁm"‘
But they had now foes of a different metal to reckon with, Portuguese from annihilation. As at A
and although three times the horsemen re-formed their ranks fighting and almost all the loss fell upont
and hurled themselves against the infantry, they were each time considerable number of Portuguese w
repulsed with heavy loss. Then, swerving round, they fell on the

ese We

! L : i, flight, before the Spanish ca
Portuguese infantry in the second line, whom they dispersed as on the retiring English.
- easilyas they had defeated the cavalry. e The allies had altogether se
- The Earl of Galway now brought up the brigade of Bri wounded, and two thousand

 adier-General Pierce, which consisted of the two British reg
ments of Barrimore and Stanwix and a Spanish regim
had been recently raised and named after himself.
se charged the enemy with great bravery, drove back
antry for some distance, recovered the five guns the
had lost, and, still pressing forward, fought their w:
of the Spanish ranks. Had they been
Portuguese infantry on their flank the ba
beznp&m&?g he latter, in spite of

whom fifteen hundred were




dness you showed me. You see that little hut, Mik
the edge of those trees. Hide the earl there. Oyr cavalry
ill all over the country hunting down fugitives.” ¥
The earl, who was scarcely able to walk, his leg having peeg
injured by the weight of the horse upon it, murmured ¥
thanks but did not speak again until they had entered the sh
~ when Desmond said : :
“Now, General, I will first cut down your riding-boot to eg
your leg. Then if you will lie down in that corner, we will pil
-~ this firewood over you. It will not be safe for you to attempt to
go forward for two or three hours yet. I have a report to make
to Marshal de Bay. When I have handed it in I will return at
once. Mike, you stay near the hut, and if any searching party
~ should come along, you can say there is no need to search the
hut, as you, with an officer, have already examined it.” .

“I do not use the word offensively, but
meaning of foreigners serving in the army of a na
own. Nor do I mean to insult Irish gentlemen by &
that they serve simply for pay. They fight iomewq
the hope that France will some day aid in setting
Stuart on the British throne. A forlorn hope, for
Louis may encourage the hopes of the Stuarts and
lowers it suits him because it gives him the means of s
England by effecting a landing in Scotland

“That is true, sir,’t; D&smomd ;epi_tfedr,
no great hope that by the means of |
Stu;‘;ts will xl')ega-in their throne, Butwha ;
to return to Ireland? Were I to land in
of earning my living, and -wuulc{

Ina fcvg minutes the earl was completely hidden. Desmond '} ' one who had served in }he.lrislg ade
then rode into Badajos and delivered his report to the marshal, “In that matter I might asssist you,

He then went to the stable, took out his spare horse, and, lead- no doubt that my influence and that o
‘ing‘ it, rode out to the hut aéain. Ve B would suffice to gain permission

“Has anyone been here?” he asked Mike. private business, on my un
“Not a soul, sir.” °b1’fea it dﬂints' r
“Take the horses into the wood then, and stay with them self o caler BB
'» ._ i ; ; tainly the least I can do 2
for the m::”lt will m_’t be safe for the earl to move for a ~a service that i i@cif et
General,” he went on as he removed the firewood, i g e s

ar that you have been very uncomfortable.”
n hardly say that I have been comfortable, but that
ce. The pain in

And now,




[hey chatted for some time longer, and then Desmond g
“I think now, sir, that it would be safe to move. Everyt}
is perfectly quiet, and I have no doubt that by this time the ¢
alry have all returned to Badajos. However, I will accomp i
~ you for a short distance, for you may be stopped by some of o
advance posts. You had best take the cloak and hat of my m
- and as I am well known no questions will then be asked.”
“By the way,” Lord Galway added as, Mike having broyg
up the horses, he mounted, “where shal] I send a letter to yq
- with your safe-conduct? We are in communication with
- persons at Madrid, and can
any time.”
~ “When there,
the Calle del Retiro. I will re
me should I be absent.”

~ The earl made a note of the address in his pocket-book, an¢

hen, putting on Mike’s cloak and hat, started with Desmo
‘Who passed him without question throu
which were indeed but carelessly kept.

gh the lines of outpo

pass a letter through the lines at

I lodge at the house of Don Pedro Sarasta, in
quest him to forward any lettersto

hen they appeared in the str and
:ation w?; so great that the troops wer
eir barracks. RS
thThe king himself, however, g&ihed r_
larity as he issued a proclamation to the people,
having accepted their invitation to be their King,
main with them until driven from his -
he trusted absolutely in their. aﬂecti :
to withstand any foes who migh attem
In the autumn another change
order to obtain peace, he had gr
ever exorbitant, of the allies, an
his troops from Spain, Loui
these conditions they adde
himself undertake by force to
This monstrous demand t
wished to continue the -
terms as those which h
were in favour of peav}cﬁ
0




As the Marquis de Bay was not yet movin
- O’Mahony, who had the command of the force,
Desmond and O’Neil as aides-de-camp. The offer wag
come one, for as none of the men in the newly-raised regiment
~ was acquainted with the language, Desmond, who NOW $poke
Spanish well, would be far more valuable to him thap Sp.
officers could be.
For two months the little force moved about in Catalg
the rapidity of its marches baffling the attempts of the arch-
- duke’s forces to interfere with its operations. These were prin
cipally directed against various small fortresses held by pa
tisans of Charles. Several of these were captured, thus clearin

g he off
the servig

7

the roads they guarded, and opening the country for the more

;',i;ipomnt. operations that Philip himself was about to unde
take.

It was not until July that the royal army approached Lenda,

ere O’Mahony’s force joined it. General Stanhope marched
ith the troops under his command and encamped at Balaguer
ere he was joined by Baron de Wetzel with some troc
vhich had been brought from Italy.
s Stanhope’s force was insufficient to give battle unti
d by the main army of Charles, he marched, on the 31s
aded by two English and two Dutch regiments of dr:
to secure the passes near Alfaro, and so check
f the Spaniards. :
performing a long and difficult march, they took u
position. Stanhope found, however, that the river

and nothing could be seen of th
ridge. ol
The advance force of Spaniards ascend
as the artillery opened upon thcm? and G
obtained leave from Marshal Staremberg, w
archduke’s army, to charge them, i

With ten squadrons of horse he rode up
when he gained it, saw t‘O‘hl‘S sur_p‘rise twi
facing him, flanked with infantry, and
line of cavalry equally strong, He sent ba
squadrons from his second line, and when
he advanced against the Spaniards, who at
moved forward to meet him. ]

The cavalry on Philip’s le
and right, aided by the fire of
but were driven back by the Eng
fighting was severe, for of the
charged, two hundred «
or wounded.

Philip’s second line of cz
Stanhope’s horse soon ha

field, pus




p; however, on his part, marched from Lerida i 4
retire into Castile by way of Saragossa. Charles folloy
hotly, and a portion of his cavalry came up to the rear of
- enemy in the defile of Penalva.

- Here the Spaniards posted a strong force of
 the defile being too narrow for the cavalry
. mounted, and a hot fight took place in which both parties
 claimed the victory. However, Philip retired the same day
great haste. Charles, arriving three hours later,
that had been prepared for his rival. 3
~ The Spaniards, covered by the defence of the pass, crossed

Ebro and posted themselves in a strong position within a_
le of Saragossa.
On the 21st of August Marshal Staremberg,
ving reconnoitred their position, gave orders for the attackto
e place the next morning, and at daybreak the cannon on
th sides opened fire. i
eneral Stanhope, who commanded on the left wing, found
t the enemy had the greater part of their cavalry facing him,
therefore strengthened his force by four battalions of foot
d six squadrons of Portuguese horse. The Spanish line
from the river on their left to a steep hill on their
pied by their cavalry and a battery of artillery. These,
ere much nearer to the attacking force than w
the plain. 3
t began at twelve o’clock, Charles’s force march
th the exception of Stanhope’s cavalry
from their situation, were the first to come

E3

grenadiers, and;,
0 act, these dj

t pushed fmaf’d' p the h',
e

o]

ate the dinner

with his general

Two hours after the first shot w
Spanish centre and right was complete,
portion of the troops were rallied by de Ba
leagues above Saragossa. The left wing, under (
zaga and O’Mahony, were checked in th;l‘r_ :
by the disaster which befell the centre and righ
taining their discipline, they fell back in &oa{l
joined their defeated comrades at Alagon e
All the cannon and most of the colo
forming the centre and right fell into the ha
The loss of the allies was about two thousar
wounded, and that of the Spaniards and Fr
killed and wounded and between
soners. g s
pﬂPhilip rode at once to Madrid, and o
the archduke entered Saragossa, wh:
broken remains of his troop:
Desmond and O’Neil,
saw the Spanish troops of
impetuous attacks of the I
their foes backwards,
victory already won
“We must not push




 rest of Philip’s army, the remnants of
joined at Alagon before nightfall.
It was some days before the archduke’s arm
jain. The troops were exhausted by the long marches they
ade, and there was a difference of opinion among t
generals as to the course that had best be followed. :
- The king wished to pursue the beaten enemy and if possib)
to intercept their march towards France, but Count Starembegg ’
and Stanhope were of the opinion that they should first occupy
id, and then march into Navarre, so as to bar the advance
dresh French troops into Spain and at the same time opeg
-communications by sea with England, whence they could
oplied with reinforcements and stores of provisons,
inally Charles gave way, :
ladrid, The main portion of the army halted at Alcala, a day’s
ch from the capital, and General Stanhope marched on
his division to Madrid, which opened its gates without
tance, Philip having retired with his army. Charles entered
city on the 28th of September, 1710. :
‘he alarm in France at the news of the defeat at Saragossa
at, and Louis at once despatched the Duke of Vendéme
mand there. ’
> latter, travelling fast, and gathering up the garriso
owns through which he passed, crossed the frontier :
1€ time as Charles entered Madrid, and effected
th de Bay’s army, which had by this time been
me fourteen thousand men drawn from the §
s in Navarre, Castille, Galicia, and Valen
12d no doubt that the intention of the a
n :

which the

Y moved fory, rd

and the allies marched towards

of Almarez to facilitate the j
Spanish force guarding the bridge. E
did not arrive, and when a messeng
news that a Spanish and French army |
Stanhope fell back towards Madrid.

As large French reinforcements were known

ing the frontier, and Philip’s army was alre
il?ngnumbers to that of thp allies, it was dec
war to evacuate Madrid. The fqrm \
Toledo and other towns were recalled, an
the army left the capital, the archduk
celona, while the army, of whi
the rear guard, followed in the sam

The movement had been del
Philip were already at hand, and
hope’s division at Brihuega, This
English battalions and the same
defended themselves desperately,
wholly without fortifications
their ammunition was ¢
surrender.

Staremberg, on.
rounded, turned ba
him, but on arrivin
heard that he had su

The Duke

n




Nei h th
sa. O’Neil had been severely woundedg, butehgcaittnl]m 7

his horse until the division effected its juncti
. § jun: 1 1
arquis de Bay’s shattered forces. Great was’ th:::t ‘l:rn t;:l th ;
; thstwo Irish regiments at the issue of the battle, S
‘What is the use,” an officer said to Desmond “of
3 {

 throwing away our lives fighting for these Spaniards when ol

‘themselves are useless, save when th

Sy 5 e

;whq e:ire still more contemptible? H}ér?e}?;vtehivgoml‘

G e cremy i e it o, S

having a g advantage in positi 1

} sea‘ttered lg% a flock of sieep.,}"’sltxon, allow themselves to be.

_ Xhey had stouter foes to meet tha »

_ % S n we had,” D

it e el S, o o e
ks ght. As the best French troops h

und in Flanders that th oops ha
et T o ese were at least a mat

d said, “for my part I am sick of fighting
At do not concern me, and when this camp.
shall, if possible, rejoin Berwick. The ¢

: ch for th |
panish too severely for giving waym

Ministry desired to do so, the Protestant
and Scotland would be too strong for th
which strongly represents that feeling, woul
an immense majority.”
«Then there is nothing to do but to go on fighti
said. e
«1 see nothing else for it, Moore, but I o
care for the life. I have had three years of it not
the prospect of another thirty.”
“You have been fortunate too, Kennedy.”
“Yes, I have been fortunate in the wa :
fortunate that I was not, long before
But it is no great gratification to be a ca
another thirty years, if I live, I may
even that would reconcile me to the life. It is just a
good deal more responsible, and if thirty ye
the Stuarts were not restored

things as they come. I do
“It is a good thing,”
thing




Desmond, accompanied by Mike, left the py;
for Madrid. When he reached his lodgings he fot

Desmond was surprised, for in the campaigning of rece
months he had forgotten the arrangements made with the E;
of Galway. Now it all came back to him and in sudden exci
ment that made his hands tremble, he opened the letter,
letter was from, of all people, Lord Godolphin.

Dear Captain Kennedy,
At the request of the Earl of Galway, and in consequen
Your silence on a matter you know of, I have pleasure in
 you a safe-conduct to visit Ireland on private affairs,
remain there if you wish. If you decide to remain [
- promise you a full pardon and restoration of your rights
- anIrish subject of the queen. P
will also obtain a reversal of any attainders or acts of co
ation that may have passed against your family. All
ovided you give your promise not to take part in any se
Or conspiracies against the reigning family.

h the IEtter‘was an official safe-conduct from Lord (

t dazed, for a moment not understandﬁ;g
¢ had ever hoped for. He could go bac
- Mor return feeling secure
25 e

brought him — he was maimed for life.
Hgl;ighed, thinking of the
mists over the lakes and mountains. Irelant
on earth, he thought to himself, and all
get there quick enough. s
He went downstairs, shouting t e
came clattering round from the stables, hi
tering surprise. BT
“Ygour gonour, we have just arrived.”
“Your honour is just going to leav
“We leave Madrid today — this ve
moment longer in this wretched la
“And where do we go, your hon
“To Ireland!” shouted De: d /
you hear that, you old rascal? We're
“They’ll hang us,” waile A
“Not they,” cried Desmond.
conduct. “Lord Godo
safe for you to return
“The saints be p

Only then did D
have ached at ,'
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