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Political Roundup.

The late spring and early summer vperiod in Scotland has seen quite
a quickening of political activity.

Local Elections.

Although the SNP percentage of votes gained in the local el ections
went up, it is not enough to gain seats.

In fact quite the reverse happened, with the downward trend of the
past two years continuing and more seats being lost than gained. So
much so that now all SNP representation in the cities has been lost.
The principle beneficiary of this has been the U.K. Labour Party in
Scotland, who regained most of the seats they lost to the National

Party in 1968, thus making them again the majority party in Scotland

in both parliamentary and local authority representation.

Where the quickening of political activity has been shown, is in the
emergence of the beginnings of a broad front for self-government in
Scotland. This was first made evident in the Scottish Trade Union
Congresse's Assembly in Edinburgh earlier in the year and further
signs of it came at the Scottish Liberal Party's conference, when it
was decided that their chairman Russel Johnson M.P. for Inverness
should write to the chairman of all the political parties in Scotland.
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ing, Irish Language classes for beginners (including films);
and Evenings: three lectures on Irish history, two on
iffﬂ*, two on Irish music, two on the Irish Tradition and regutarl held at a
‘olklore, one on Irish Theatre, two on Irish current affairs, They ot to be
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HE g_l-;;nc LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE will take place in Dublin
n Saturday and Sunday 26 and 27 August. Intending participants should
vrite to the secretary general or phone. Dublin 373957 for further information.

All members are

"he agenda will include: Amendments to the Celtic League Constitution; ! . wiates fto eﬁrm
teorganisation of the Celtic League; The Celtic League and the problem of ~ joncn [oX tie ¢
J{orthern Ireland; publication of broadsheets of supplement Celtic News and League work orge
he annual volume. {8

als for the a; Iment of Celtic League Constitution were to be | Ve, regret,
submitted to the secretary general before the end of June. The following ‘ ‘
1ave been received: {
Tom the Irish branch secretary: delete point 15a; amend 19 to: "The mlnimum
nembership fee will be decided each year at the A.G.M"; and 20 to "This
sonstitution is adopted subject to triennial review or to annual review of not
nore than one hour at the dlacretlon of the general secretary'.
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Baile Atha Cliath 4; Kernow: R.C. Boyd, Meadowsweet, Spar Lane,
Ologan, Redruth; London: J. Rhyd Humphreys, 113 Loveday Road, Ealing,
W.13. A promising start has been made by a Celtic League group in

Coleg Normal, Bangor (sec. Miss Ceri Williams, Hafryn, Heol Gaeglas,
Rhuthun, Sir Ddinbych, N, Wales - holiday address); the chairman of the
local Glascow branch is Mr. J.Tait, 5 Manse View, Coalburn, nr Glascow;
members in the New York area should contact Mr. M. Burke, Hunter Keltic
Club, 695 Park Ave., New York, NY 10021 or Mr. W. Stock 1018 Cypress
Ave., Ridgewood NY 11227; in California: Mr. M. Dillon, 257 No. Arrowheac
Ave., Rialto, California 92376. Contact has been renewed with M. J. Irving
Mannin, we hope in consultation with him to appoint soon a new secretary.

STAMPS "BREIZH-TWERZHON'" "Emglev an tiegezhiou', the association of
Breton-speaking families, has printed two stamps to be sold with a view to
help relieving distress in Northern Ireland. T ime permitting, a sample of
each stamp will be distributed with each copy of this issue of Celtic News.
The smaller represents the Breton hermin and the Irish shamrock interwoven
and is valued 4p; the other represents the coming of Irish monks and poets
to Brittany at the time of the Breton immigration from Britian, it is valued
8p. There is of course no obligation on those receiving these stamps, but if
you wish to contribute to the effort made by A. Louarn of E, a.T. and the
Breton Branch of Celtic League on behalf of the Irish in need, you could sen
a donation, however small, to A. Heusaff. More stamps can be supplied on
request. They are dark green on a white background. Design by R. Bertheli

A party of Welsh-speaking students of Irish (beginners) will speng a week in
the Cdil Aodha Gaeltacht, from August 13 to 19. Contact Barra O Toibin, 33
Clare St,, Riverside, Cardiff, or Miss Janice Williams, An Teanglann, UCD,
Belfield, Dublin. |

Readers interested in the campaign for bilingual road signs in Wales should
read a 76 page bilingual report published by Cwmni Gwasg Rydd Caerdydd,
127, Ffordd y Claude, Y Rhath, Caerdydd, under the title '"Symbolau

Cyfiawnder, 20p plus postage.
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1 Northern Ireland

Twe priests frem Northern Ireland , Fr Raymend Murray (chaplain at

the Armagh Jail) and Fr Denis Faul (Dungannon,whn has repeatedly denoun-
¢ed the abuses cemmitted by the Sterment regime) , have released for pu-
ﬁli#a&ﬁ@h detalled statements by absut twe dezen men now being held/ in
5%ﬂﬁam$;ia.$£mﬁgh Jaill. They-describe tue terture and brutality inflicted
on ﬁﬁ&muiﬂnPiﬂ&ﬁe Barracks,Hellyweod, and in Girdwood Barracks where they
21 tained for interrogaticn befeore being breught to court and commit-—
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Copies of the statements made by the prisoners , their names énd addres-
ses prior to arrest , and ether dccumentation can be supplied .We draw
particular attention to the printed publication  The Mailed Fist -- a
(72-page) Record ~f Army and police brutality from Aug.9 to Nov.9,

19?1“ issued this menth by The Campaign for Social Justice in Northern
Ireland , Castlef ields ,Dungannon ,Co. Tyrone ,Ireland ,which after
- surveying the use of brutality and _tsrture on prisoners in Northern .
Ir&i&nd and the principal methods of torture used gives numergus attes-
~ ted statements by internees .The book als~ contains a critical review of
,"cﬁ%QZEEMptan,quuirx,,a statement by Amnesty International and documenta-
ﬁiﬁn eof the hooded treatment given to 11 men subsequent to the introduc-
’h;'af internment , during a period ¢f seven days ,
ferring to the medical checks carried out on detainees in Palace Bar-
*ﬂﬁﬁks gnd Girdwood Barracks between the bouts of beating,Fr Murray and
1 state (31-1-72)
iﬁnﬁ.the participation eof British Army doctors in the conducting of
rogations of the kind outlined in sur inclosures to be unethical . We

ced that the chief vpurpose of the medical examination primr

e medical profession . (The same apnlies to the doc-
on Aug.9 and 10. 1971 _ in Ballykinlar Camp and
of the adult Gatholic population have been ar-

ritish Army and the R.U.C. Our community
stories of brutality and the part play-

ationally accepted ethical prin-
?Qﬂi te hsve been violated :




