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ALBA: A remark was made to the writer that, despite her history, Alba

is the least Celtic-minded of the Celtic nations. Unfortunately, this

is true. This remark sparked off the project of an Inverness Group of

the Celtic League which is well on the way towards establishment and the
membership, however slowly is surely increasing. Frang MacThomais is

the mainspring of this movement and his work, not only in this respect 4
but in many others connected with the communal good, cannot be too
highly praised.

The Soottish 'Take-over' continues at breakneck speed. The
Western coast and Islands of Alba might well be the perimeter of Western
Defence. Not only are three lochs closed to Scotsmen by the Ministry of
Defence, but the fishing industry is impeded by the movements of Nuclear
submarines operating out of Faslane and Holy Loch together with the
comings and goings of so-called 'Trawlers' owned by foreign powers and
which are nothing more or less than espionage ships. Now that the
Ministry of Defence has increased its establishment and demands for
firing time at the South Uist Rocket Range the Lobster Fishermens'
livelihoods are threatened. It has been our conviction for some time
that the aim of the Ministry is the evacuation of South Uist. The
Lobstermen have put up a stout resistance and say that they will
continue to fish in the danger area. It will be interesting to learn
the results of the meeting which Secretary of State, "Unwilling" Ross,
is to have with the Fishermen, at the end of his Western Islands
pilgrimage.

“In Ross-shire, some 1,100 acres of excellent farming land was
carmarked for industrial use and to make way for a Petrol/Chemical
Complex. The negotiations of Grampian Chemicals and of one of their
principals, Planet Oils of America (where else?) have been devious and
this swung the Recorder's verdict in favour of the objectors to the
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project, ,%ﬁ% that Ni " could be reclalmed and
the complex constructed at a saving of the land and £2 millions.
As usual, the findings of the Court of Enquiry were over- g
turned by our Westminster masters, but the objectors are 3
bringing an action in the Court of Session in an attempt
to have the matter re-opemed. What a gallant group they
are. May they succeed! ' d

The greatest impertinence of all emanating from . E}’
Westminster is the government's refusal to subsidise the' ‘*
shipments from Aberdeen to the Orkneys and Shetlands, .
thereby forcing up the cost of living in the islands to
an intolerable level. The government is prepared to do Y
so much as long as the remainder of the sum is forth-
coming from increased town and county rates. The life-line
from Aberdeen to Orkney and Shetland is analagous to the
Great North Road (from London to the North) none of the
upkeep of which is chargeable to local rates. Secretary of
State Ross declined to meet a deputation of the Coubty
Councils of Orkney and Shetland, but his understrapper,

Dr. J. Dickson Mabon, has graciocusly agredd to visit
Lerwick in the near future. We are overwhelmed by his
condescension! &

Since the appointment of Sir Hector Maclennan, the
eminent gynaecologist, as chief of the new Tourist Board,
at a salary of £3,000 per year, we now expect a great
future in gynaecology for Colonel Maclean of Inverness,
our professional expert on tourism. ¥

% % % % %k % * ¥ * Welcome to Celts. We have been very
. happy in Cymru to have been allowed
C= Y N R the opportunity to welcome hundreds
* of fellow-Celts to our country.
Scores visited our National
Eisteddfod in Flint and enjoyed
themselves greatly. The Inter-Celts Camp of the Urdd
at Clan Llyn, near Bala, restarted and will certainly
grow. A Breton language School group met at the Ty~
tan-Domen old school at Bala. Many prominent Celtic
scholars met in mid-summer at the Arthurian Couference
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All i have been most succeasful again

this year: The !htional Eisteddfod at Flint: The Urdd

. camps and its last Eisteddfod at Aberystwyth; and also the
Plaid Cymru Summer School, the Aberystwyth Crash Course in
Welsh, the Harlech Welsh Language Week, etc. Yes, it has
been a good year for Welsh Organisations. s

* % % % % % * Law and Order: Thoee unacquainted with the :

Eo AR R situation might regard the allegations .
against the Royal Ulster Constabulary and

FkFdkkdkdicki®  particularly against their auxiliaries,

the "B" Specials as verging on the hysterical. An element -

of hysteria is understandable. The B-Men are part of

the apparatus of a police state. Subject to little or : | foree.

no control, particularly in the rural areas, they can be S Trtis
described as terrorists with official licence for the use S frig‘h
of firearms. Those with 10/6d to spare could well be b

advised to purchase a copy of "Burntollet'"++. This
pamphlet gives an account of the ambuth of Civil Rights
marthers, at the beginning of the year. It illustrates
the interpretation of 'Law and Order' in 'Ulster'.

The whole course of events was marked by the close
liaison between Paisleyites, Specials and the R.U.C.

The 'British' standards that the Unionists claim to
emulate will remain a sick joke until there is a

complete re-structuring of what Stormont e uphemistically
describes as a police-force.

_Tne Uameron Report on these earlier disorders is marked
by an attempt to apportion blame on as wide a front as
possible. Even so, a reading between the lines raises
serious doubt as to the desire and/or ability of the
Stormont regine to effect the necessary reforms. The
removal of the barricades (ironically, largely through
the clerical influence that the Unionists so much decry)
is a very dangerous move, while the Ulster Volunteers -
are allowed to drill with no hindrances. With Mr.Wilson
a pastmaster in the art of 'keeping his options open'
by doing nothing it is difficult to be optimistic about
the pressure Westminster will put on its Stormont
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Bodmin Borough Council over primary education there rather to l,
a dawning fear that its guilt in breaking the anti-overspill |
front will be made plain, if London children arrive, than to |
educational virtue. This 'policy' continues to be negated by of all
the arrival of new firms and expansion of old ones. As this
sector of the economy is not by any means an employer of size,
comparable with catering and constructigp,it cannot yet compen-
sate for the unemployment casualties in those activities, but {
the moral that economic activity means greater variety is under |
lined. Unhappily the Chairman of the Siamese Tin Syndicate says |
that the more favourable fiscal situation in Malaya and Thailand i
i

workers in no way ¢
Government could not bri
problem to the world at 1.
announce the amnesty. T

ta d d ' ;
y endanger plans to expand Wheal South Crofty's tin production tclal 'were stmmed up inFLHER

in 1971.

M. Pleven, a renegade Bri
To the Maud proposals that Plymouth shall annexe S.E. Cornwall to prosecute these p
comes a storm of protest. Phrases include '"Revolted at the i the security of the
Thought! ", "The Tamer is a sacred river", "loss of £840,000 of . He added, 'While t|
rateable value". Celtic League in Cornwall is exploring calling i acts of sabotage be
a conference. Mebyon Kernow has denounced the proposals. The Their sense of fru
Cornish National Party has roused St. German's Rural Council. | them." 5

Non-Cornish readers will need to know, regarding the last sentence,
that the new group claims to be more nationalist than Mebyon
Kernow and will be specifically a political party. Now should all
concentrate upon guarding Cornwall's integrity.

"The Story of the Cornish Language", long unobtainable is

now available in a new edition in which Talek has revised

the original work by the late A.S.D. Smith. This account

of a struggle against overwhelming odds may be obtained at d
3/6d post free from: An Lef Kernewek, 16 Trevu Rd., Camborme,
Kernows j

% % % % % % % * The big news from Breizh in recent months has
BREIZH * been the release, last June, of all Breton x°
% Political prisoners, under an amnesty law pas.
Fddekdvkdokdkdikkk % by the French eovernment, following the elec
of the new President of the Republic.
Tn1s unpreceuented manoeuvre by t . French Goverm
was the result of the widespread support for the Breton

prisoners and their aims (if not always for their methods); a
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at being umable to find a convenient parking lot to a genuine
regret at the passing of our national characteristics. .
‘The dispute with the U.K. Government over our Radio has weakened
the ties which our establishment have had with Whitehall
anu destroyed tne mask of benevolence which so many have

believed to be a real face.

Students of language will be interested to note that Yn
Cheshaght Ghailckagh are republishing Cregeen's Dictionary
with the help of the Manx Arts Council and that Mr.Dcolish
Fargher has published a Glossary of Manx Plant names.

The Manx Government has recently stated that the demand for o *’ Branch, with memb:
Manx Passports has exceeded all expectation © had held a number of s

(Baile Atha Cliath, §.-‘
12 - 14 September) All the Celtic Countries were represented. i
The mornings were devoted to internal Celtic League affairs,
the afternoons to seminars and the evenings to lectures.
The meetings were well attended and characterised by a lively
participation from the floor.

*'  printer's bill for

'~ possibilities of
a great deal of c
Breton wrestling
likelihood of

Secretaries' Reports: The Welsh Branch remains by far the
largest. Mr. J. E. Jomes attributed the large increase in
membership to the high quality of the Annual Volume. The
branch had contributed generously to the fund in aid of the
Breton prisoners' families. Janice Williams reported a series
of meetings of the Irish Branch, an Anti-Investiture picket .
on the English Embassy, help in setting up the Irish Committee
in support of the Breton prisoners' families, the appeal to
the other Celtic countries to help the refugees in and from
the 6-Counties and statements in support of the Civil Rights
campaign in the North. :

Mrs. M. Donovan described the rapid increase in membership of
the Scottish Branch. Local groups, as for example around
Inverness, were being formed to facilitate contact between
members. Also a list was being compiled of members wishin
make personal contact with one another. In Mannin members
had remained steady and contact was maintained through
meetings of Mec Vannin .. Breton membership was relati
small in relation to population, due mainly to the Engli
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(Note: The 1969 Volume is now available and its editor
Frank G. Thompson is to be congratulated on a fine job
completed with examplary punctuality. There are over

30 contributions, running to 156 pages. The accent

is on the present and the future. Those who have renewed
their subscription will have received their copy and the
others should not delay. 10/- is our minimum subscription,
but more genmerous support is greatly appreciated.

Correction: At foot of Page 127, of the Annual Volume,
delete Prague, Czechoslovakia.

:  All the outgoing officials

were re-elected. Frank Thompson, Chairman of the Highlands.r

Area Council of the SNP, and Maolseachlann O Caollai,
President of Conradh na Gaeilge, were elected Vice-
Presidents for Scotland and Ireland respectively.

The Year Ahead:
(a) An increased membership of 25% was to be aimed at.

(b) Dissemination of information abroad about our
national struggles.

(¢) A working group (through correspondence) to
investigate the best way of organising a Celtic
League information service. Mr. Berresford Ellis
to supply a memorandum as a starting point for
study by the C.L. secretaries or their nominees.

(d) The London Branch to arrange for issue of an
Inter-Celtic Christmas Card if sufficient time is
available.

(e) Mr. O hEartain to continue his efforts towards
sports exchanges. .

(f) Mr. R. Greene, Cornish Secretary, to be asked to
undertake the charge of co ordinating the efforts
of all those able to work towards a comparative
history or chronology of the Celtic peoples.

Celtic League members are urged to give whatever support
can to these projects. They can help the membership d
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. We gccgspt the fact tlmt our limited resources,
and the character of the different situations in each
Celtic country, prevent our doing many things our
members would wish to do, If we hindered rather :
than helped the national movements whose auxiliary -
we are we would defeat our own purpose. There
are times when we all have a sense of frustration
because of the stritt self-discipline we have to
pract:ice. :

The activities Of the Celtic League weigh very
heavily on-the shoulders of its dedicated honorary
General Secretary. These activities can be listed
under five heads:

(1) Publications: The fine annual volume and the
quarterly bulletin "Celtic News'", take the
first place in value. These are the most

Their material has often had further publicity
in periodicals, some major daily newspapers
and on radio and television,

(2) The annual council and conference. These, too,
have had considerable publicity in the Press
and on television. .

(3) The work of the national branches and those in
London, New York and, in the future, we hope,
in Paris. The nature and extent of this work

»nd. >rs, It ]

has included meetings and demonstrations.

4) : Ak
injustice, as in Brittany and the Six C
and statements to aid the work for nal

Celtic cultures and languages. s
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In Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh, some 30 people wished to learn
Irish and approached Enniskillen Technical School so as to
arrange evening classes. As this was a viable proposition
the school agreed and advertised in the local paper for a
teacher. Seeing the advertisement, The Fermanagh Education
Committee, banned the class. The view of the Unionist con~
trolled Council was that Irish had nbd place in 'Ulster' and
was "no good to anyome'.  Should some of the students maxid-h‘es
be forced to emigrate to one of the more enlightened English °

centres, they will be able to attend Local Authority Irish ; S

Classes. However, we have not yet yeard the last of this
story. .

Example for our masters

The Canadian government is to enact that in areas where French-
speakers number at least 10%, French is to be accorded full
Civil Rights in the local administration. Similar rights for
the Celtic languages in Wales, Scotland and, sad to admit, in
Ireland would be a desirable importation. The French, as
everyone knows, have long since accepted the principle of ?
egalite; as far as the Bretons are concerned, this means the
equality of cultural assimilation. They will have a much
sterner struggle than the French-Canadians'.

Did YOU get your copy of the 1969 Annual Volume "The
Significance of Freedom"? If not,did you renew your member=
ship fee this year, after getting the 1968 Volume? We need
all the subscriptions, particularly at the moment when bills
are accumulating. Please do not postpone renewal this time.

If the Celtic League is not doing quite what you
would like it to do, come forward to give a hand in the work.
Or send your suggestions to the Secretary General ... they
must be practical, realisable in terms of personnel, time and
money . : 3 niSy St

Resolutions which
Conference will
~ to obtain agreement
rejection of th
("crash") cou
Celtic League
countries.



If you wish to correspond with other members of the Celti]
send your name and address to Mrs. Denovan (see C. L. addr
with brief indications of your particular interests.

A Breton Class will be held again in Dublin from the begimning of

October onwards.

’ Provisionally it will be at 6 p.m. on Thursdays
in 6 Harcourt Street, but alternative arrangements will be dis-
cussed there at 7 p.m. on October 9.
write to the C. L. Secretary General (Phone 373957)

Those interested should

A "Committee d'Action Progressiste" named GALV in Breton was formed
this summer with a view to involve the Breton people more closely
in the struggle for the Breton Language.
publication of a "Black and White Paper" in French (Livre Noir et
Blanc) on this struggle. t.

Fanch Broudig, Boite Postale 7, 29 N Brest (Price 4fr + Postage)

Its first action was the

Available from :

to be sent to F. Broudic, CCP 2572-32, Rennes, specifying

"pour GALV"

Name . «

Address .

-

Subscription Enclosed (minimum

CELTIC LEAGUE:

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

10/"):

£
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(To be sent to your national/area Secretary)
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