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Wales has to-day a brighter outlook than at any
time in the present century. Its problems are by

no means all solved, but a great reconstruction
has taken place and industry as a whole now has
firm foundations. There are opportunities
in Wales for new Industry.













producing tissue paper. In addition there will be
e % . 5 i bed-

making
room furniture, and ladies gowns. In the Ogmore
Valley it is hoped to have a substantial unit on produc-
tion of cardboard containers.

In the neighbourhood of Bndgend, new ﬂrms will

producing tiles and p
The huge R.O.F. site, um during the war yun em-
ployed 35,000 workers on shell filling, has been in-
geniously converted into a Government Industrial
Estate that will house nearly a hundred different
manufacturers. Here again, only a few interesting
examples can be given, taken at random from the
of products vacuum flasks, furmture, collar studs

ks, metal plating, coach-

bulld.ng. hardware, knitted outerwear, drugs,

stats, glassware,
underwear, and bus
factories converted to the.
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THE NEW OUTLOOK FOR WALES

of some expansion of rural industries with the help of
the Development Commission.

h q

The island of Anglesey, alth

plasticised cloth, and electric light fittings have been
attracted. Wartime boat-building is going on at
Pwillheli, which also retains the production of textile

agricultural, has secured some permanent industry.
The clock factory has been extended at Holyhead and
joined by an engineering firm and a manufacturer of
hand tools. At Amlwch plans to extract chemicals
from ter will provide h:

The flying-boat base at Beaumaris has bcen retained
for the production of bus bodies.

Caernarvonshire, too, has its black spots, where
slate has decayed and is (as yet) not replaced; but even
here a contribution is expected from the advance
factories in the Nantlle Valley, for which special
exemption from the building ban has been granted.

hinery. A wartime petrol—an factory near Caer-
narvon is making and at d:
a new factory has been built for an old-established
Midland manufacturer of metal fittings.

So on to the coalfield areas of the North. In Wrexham
new firms have established themselves in existing
buildings to make clothing, commercial appliances, and
leather goods. The pre-war milk-processing factory
has been extended, and a huge new factory built during
the war for light alloy work has been allocated to a
famous Midland group of steel equipment producers.
The most important development in North
however, is taking place near Wrexham, on the o
of the iel R.O.F. Monofchimwbeuﬁlm

The same district, too, has small develop:
1ien15 for the production of slippers and terrazzo tiles.
artime industrial diamond industry at Bangor

. and there, too, the wartime aero-engine

iy has been switched to the production of electric

¥ , and a new foundry is being established. In
Caernarvon town, new manufacturers of corsets,

The Magnificent Civic Centre of Cardiff.

Photograph by
Aero_Pictorial
Lid.

by a noted firm of toilet requisite manufacturers and
for the establishment of a large new unit in the rqm
and plastics industries, giving work m 4,&00 mple‘
but buildings have also been d to
making malleable iron castings, electrical condensers,
fine chemicals, etc. %













Chapters of

WELSH

The Story of Wales sparkles with glorious achieve- i
ment peculiar to each successive age, and the great
problems arising from the modern Scheme 0}
Things have been handled with igour and vision
as the following chapters of *“ Welsh
show.




CIVILIZATION IS BUIL
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Above: Britain’s * Robot Miner *'—a n
cutter.
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ton Press extruding aluminjum alloy
Works of i

new Central Repair Shop of The Steel Company

HREE YEARS have now gone by since the coal exports enjoyed special state subsidies in order to
mines of Britain were nati ised. Discarding the d British prices and establish credit in other
political ications of the word ionalisation "’ it  countries. There was, moreover, an unfortunate hang-
can now be seen that the integration of the South Wales  over from the coal reparations clauses of the Versailles
and Monmouthshire coalfield, i.e., the unified control Treaty.
which was largely accepted as being the only remedy These, broadly, were the circumstances leading up
for its long-standing ills, appears to be getting results.  to the six-months strike in 1926, after which men left
the South Wales
industry in their
@ B thousands because
they saw no hope
or prospect for the
industry. When the
international  ex-

To see this clearly
it is necessary to
look back over a
period of almost 40
years—the most
material factors in
that period being
two world wars and
their disastrous
effects on the coal
export trade which
was the life-blood
> South Wales and
Monmouthshire.
On the eve of the
First World War
production of the
coalfield stood at
its highest point
ever, 56,000,000
tons. The whole-
sale disturbance of
trade and the social
and industrial dis-

location caused by A bust in Anthracite by ATRI BROWN
the war appeared i

have bee - ¢ 3y
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come by 1923-24.
Production was
back almost at the

1913 level and the COAL
export trade \ ¢
reached a new peak
figure. But condi- >
tions of world trade had changed fundamentally. The D
countries which had been deprived of Welsh coal for - the
four years had taken steps to develop their own resources
cither by working their own coal supplies or b
generating hydro-electricity.

Moreover, oil and petrol were coming i

unfortunate effects on the
steam coal, some of which actually
” Also there were
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Ingot Casting Machines for
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casting of non-ferrous and cast iron ingots
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We are specialists in coal and material
handling equipment, tub tipplers, pick breakers,

screening plants, elevators,
cranes . . .

Sheppard & Sons Ltd.
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the unbalanced position created in 1940 and persistent
ever since. When collieries had to be re-opened as a
national necessity the overhead costs, of course, proved
colossal because of the reduced manpower and the very
much smaller output possible. The younger men had
left before the Essential Works Order was put into
effect. Productivity was at its lowest capacity. In
addition commitments arising in respect of improved
wages, the guaranteed week, and other considerations
had to be met.

When the war ended the crisis of the South Wales
coalfield remained essentially the same. Coal was
needed as much for post-war rehabilitation as it has
been for victory. Also there was the crying need to
restore the export trade as much as possible in order to
balance the national economy. But the year after the
car ended and the year before nationalisation, more
1 £6,500,000 was required from the national pool,
Coal Charges Fund, in order to keep South Wales
collieries in operation. The South-Western Divisional
Coal Board which took over the administration of the
deep mines of South Wales and Monmouthshire, the
Forest of Dean, and the Bristol and Somerset coalfields
on Ist January, 1947 had almost immediately to face
new financial i d by the most
blizzard for half a century, followed in the summer by
the introduction of the five-day week—six days' pay
for five days' work, and other improvements in working
conditions. In the first year of operation the Board
sustained a loss of £10,000,000. Losses in the second
year, with production on the upgrade and with a better

realisation from prices at home and abroad, were
down by S0 per cent. For some months of 1949 the
coalfield was working at a profit. 3
In face of the new fow level in manpower, now barely.
103,000, the Board has followed two main lines

ciples are worth the
of inefficient units which




MINING
PRODUCTS

age gears : Main
and Tail electric. mada[.i"'
fraiﬁ S ) h. P and

of life in the normal way, secondly the re-organisation
of the coalfield by vast development projects as at
Nantgarw and Mardy, tied up with major individual
colliery development projects as at Llanharan, Cefn
Coed, Ffaldau and elsewhere. Good results are
already accruing from one or two of these latter col-
lieries, but it will be many years before the bigger
schemes come to fruition.

Large scale developments are also planned for the
Gwendraeth valley in the ite area, and for the
Cwm colliery between Llantrisant and Pontypridd.
The Southern limb of the coalfield, where there are
reserves of fine coking coal sufficient to last out more
than 200 years, is to be extensively mined. Hitherto
it has proved almost impracticable to work this South-
ern crop because of its very sharply tilted seams, but
the practice of horizon mining is being applied to.
overcome this difficulty. 5

To sum up, in three years the integrated working
ihe coalfield has arrested the decline in producti
\which had been going on for so many years with
prospect of correction. If there is one thing
anything else that the National Coal Board has
for the South Wales coalfield it is to open out
for it once more.

The e
the coalfields of North Wales
including of course Monmouthshire,




THE CONTINUOUS STRIP MILL AT EBBW VALE. Richard Thomas & Baldwing Ted

1 d the only p

are the largest producers of steel sheets and
tinplate—in the British Isles.
Furthermore, they have the only electrolytic tinning line in Europe.

of co)dmw

] RON was probably worked in Wales by the early
! inhabitants before the dawn of the Christian era;
and certainly by the Romans during their occupation.
The discovery of coins and the existence of slag dumps
show that the Romans were making iron in the Forest
of Dean and in the district around Caerleon and
Pontypool. Throughout Norman times and the Middle
Ages there are
several references

Yarranton, the country might ** establish the manufac-
Lure of tinplates, and thus revive the iron and tin trades
which are both in a very distressed state owing to the
scarcity of timber for charcoal, and keen foreign
petition.” Fuel probl and foreign iti
are again with the country to-day. Although it has had
many vicissitudes since, the tinplate trade was destined
to develop and be-
come a principal

to iron manufacture
in South Wales
which was con-
ducted mostly for
the production of
household utensils

plements or for war
purposes. An
account of the prac-

in 1531, as
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IRON, STEEL
and agricultural im- g‘;.: TINPLATE

With acknowledgments to Dr. P. M. MacNair, B.Sc., Ph.D.

manufacture
identified with the
South Wales area.

Throughout the
nineteenth century
the Industrial
Revolution had its
outstanding period
in the history of
Great Britain,
Wales and Mon-

rked for King
jenry VIII, showed
hat it took nine men working 12 to 14 hours per day
to make 2 cwt. of iron.

During the first 1,750 years of the Christian period
iron production was associated with easy mining of
high grade ore where it outcropped on the earth’s
surface, the existence nearby of a plentiful supply of
wood for smelting, and running streams to supply water
power for driving crude machinery such as bellows and
tilt hammers. Consequently iron was made in a large
number of small units which stretched all the way from
the eastern end of Monmouthshire, more particularly
along the hinterland, and also in the Vale of Glamorgan,
through Carmarthen to Pembrokeshire.

The first fundamental change came when the whole-
sale destruction of forests to get fuel for the furnaces
caused industry to look for another possible source
of heat. Pit coal had been known for many centuries
and several attempts were made to use it before final

mouthshire can be ‘;
justly proud of the
prominent part they played in pioneering and develop-
ing the iron industry. Pig iron was produced in blast
furnaces which proclaimed their existencs all night long
by shedding a glow of light over the countryside as
the long flames surged forth from their tops. Tt was a
picturesque and comforting sight which is no longer to
be observed. days an ordinary hold chimney
on fire causes more excitement. The brittle pig iron was
wrought into malleable metal in puddling furnaces,
where the work was of the most arduous type that had
to be endured by any man. However, the old puddling
process was obviously not suited to supply i

demands. Between 1860 and 1870 it was superseded
by two new processes, the Bessemer Converter and the
Siemens Open Hearth. These converted pig iron
to a malleable product, now more correctly known as
steel. % 5

These developments required large capital outlay
i ired, and a tion

success was obtained in 1735, This causeda
of the iron industry from the areas where wood was
available to the great coal centres. The years between
1750 and 1800 A.D. saw the real beginnings of the modern

for the plant
of the steel producing industry due to the vastly
outputs per unit. Although the number of works

reduced, there was very little

era. There was a rapid of iron
ture at the top of the valleys of G and Mon-

The i

mouthshire in such famous sites as Dowlais, Cyfarthfa,
Hills Plymouth, Penydarren, Tredegar, Ebbw Vale,
Blaenavon and many more in districts both further
west and further east.

In 1720 tinplate manufacture was started in Great
Britain at Pontypool so that, in the earlier words of
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With the introduction of railroads from 1830 on-
wards there was a steady and progressive change which
was destined to have an important effect on iron pro-
duction in Wales. The ironworks between Merthyr
and Blaecnavon tended to concentrate on the so-called
** heavy steel ™" side of the industry, supplying railway
and other engineering requirements. The equally
expanding tinplate manufacture became centred more
particularly in West Wales around Swansea, although
a considerable production was retained in Monmouth-

steelworks and rolling mills are on the same site s0
that the large quantities of gases evolved in the first
two processes can be cheaply and efficiently used for
heating throughout all four stages of production..
Among the first plants erected in Great Britain and
the first in Wales on this principle was the Margam
Works of Baldwins, built during the 1914-18 war, and
ly used for production of rails, plates, and
other heavy steel products. In 1930 there was a fusion
of the heavy steel interests of Baldwins & Guest Keen
fold ing at Dowlais, Cardiff, Margam

shire. In 1850 there were 16 tinplate works at th tern
end of South Wales and 9 in the west. By 1880 they
had d 10 27 and 59 resp ly.

Before the close of the century, however, signs were
evident that increased foreign production was going
to be more than a potential threat to expansion. The
struggles of the steel industry and the important part
it played in two world wars are an interesting story,
but it cannot be told here. While the home market
has always been more or less assured, foreign markets
have decreased through the starting of ** protected
infant industries,” which developed into self supporting,
often still protected, and later to potential exporting
producers. Although separate figures for Wales are
not available, the position of the steel trade of Great
Britain well indicates the change. In 1870 Britain had
a flourishing industry producing almost 50 per cent of
the world's output, accounting for 80 per cent of world
exports and with negligible imports. In 1930 the rela-
tive position had i d so that i
amounted to only 8 per cent of world demand, exports
were around 20 per cent of world exports, and consider-
able tonnages, mainly of Semis, were being imported.
Much of this decline was inevitable because, in a
rising world demand for steel, each country endeavoured
to become as self supporting as possible. The trend
was marked between the two world wars, and it is
likely to become more extensive in the future.

The outlook for the heavy steel and tinplate sides of
the industry in Wales even before 1900 was not bright.
The years of rapid expansion were over, and the
developments of the present century were 16
rather by the necessity for meeting the growing foreign

Port Talbot. In 1936 they erected the large modern
integrated unit at East Moors, Cardiff. Since then the
heavy steel industry has been largely m§

the Cardiff, Margam, and Port Talbot units, und
the aegis of Guest Keen Baldwins with a decline in the
area between Merthyr and Blaenavon. i

One other plant in this trade in Monmouthshire
to be mentioned, Whiteheads of Newport.
not steel producers but are said to be
Rerollers in Great Britain, consuming
tons of steel weekly, producing hoop
bars, and strip. Originally started
operate the old mills at Tredegar, the
tended to Newport after the 1914-18
developed steadily ever since.

Turning now to the tinplate
for its concentration in West
Owing to the similarity in the
between tinplates and
surprising that Wales d




interests in

increasingly

benefits for

made possible in 1945, when the

the two separate companies joined

title of Richard Thomas and Baldwins.
Starting in 1926 wide strip mills

America for the production of sheets,

the rapidly expanding automobile int

soon modified to produce
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most up-to-date methods.
tinplate plant arises from

F (with the exception of
ROUNDS  #"to 23" by the old-fashioned
SQUAI § to 2" method of cold rolling.
3" x 13" not only in speed of
X 10 to 2! X2 N also in ¢
x 13" & 24" x 13"
1} x }"to4" xI”










Study these diagramatic drawings. They wil/
prove how flexible the Signode System of Steel
Strapping is in its application. Possibly some of
these shapes may conform very closely to one of
your own. In this case one of our standard methods
can be adopted. Or, your shipping problem may
be more complex in which event the services of a
qualified and experienced Signode Packaging
Engineer is at your disposal.

Here are a few of the advantages when you pack
and ship the Signode Way. i

PBEVFNTS DAMAGE AND BREAKAGE. Steel
strapping, tensioned around all types of containers

and bundlu, absorbs the harmful shocks from
transit movement—similar to the manner in which
steel hoops afford protection to a barrel.

Morgan Continuous Mill for reduction to 2-in. billets,
slabs and sheet bar, or are cut into lengths for further
fabrication at the three-stand three-high section Mill.

The whole plant is compact, well conceived and
balanced. The major portion of the steel products of
the works in the form of slabs and billets are trans-
ferred to the adjacent works of Guest Keen and Nettle-
folds (South Wales) Ltd., to be re-rolled into strip
bars and wire, and the sheet bar is used to a very large
extent for the manufacture of sheets for the motor car
industry. The productions of the Section Mill are
mainly taken up by the collieries in the form of steel
arches, of which this firm is the largest manufacturer
in the country. Other types of material which this
Mill produces are steel pit props and roof bars in very
Jarge quantities, also light rails and steel sleepers for
export as well as home consumption in addition to
sections for constructional work.

fieel Strapping

One of the romances of the steel industry
is the phenomenal growth of the steel
industry, pioneered by Signode Ltd. some
years ago. To-day the tensional ste

of packing has hundreds of aj

for post to 10-ton loads.
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A New Development

A patented development that has done much to
solye certain inherent problems of the ironfounder
has been fostered by a Gorseinon foundry. The
Quasi-Bessemerising Process, as it is called, evolved
from the difficulty of making close-end moulds with
sound bases. The process was not only

successful in this direction, but also was found to have
other advantages, such as the elimination of shrinking
cavities in heavy castings and the risk of corner scale
formation. It also enabled automatic feeding of hot
mnmmml&dnnulhp-ﬂodofawmm
and had a ble delayi il
ofhnlmummonminwmdmﬂt
This latter ad: d as a direct

of the extraction of graphite from hypereutectic

Haematite iron.

The process later revealed controls of the graphite
throw due partly to the presence of silicon, and it is
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ROGERSTONE On the site of the twelfth-century
Rogerstone Castle —where a steel rod and bolt works
stood a hundred years ago—has sprung up the vast manu-
facturing plant of Northern Aluminium, giving employment
to thousands of Monmouthshire men and women.

Northern Aluminium cowmy wm,

MAKERS OF NORAL SHEET. STRIP, PLATE, SECTIONS, TUBING, WIRE, FORGINGS, CASTINGS, PASTE FOR PAINT
BANBURY - OXON  SALES OFFICES : LONDON - BIRMINGHAM + MANCHEsTER
BRISTOL - NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE - LEEDS

TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT DIVISION :

N the popular mind aluminium is easily the most

familiar of the whole wide range of non-ferrous
metals, indeed the wholesale application of aluminium
to the service of the twentieth century has resulted in a
revolution in many branches of modern engineering
leading to an aluminium invasion of workshops
and homes eyerywhere.

Because is pos-

establish itself in the marine field, the decision being
taken to specialise in light alloy construction rather than
in timber. The repair of flying boats was undertaken
and a iderable amount of d work was
also undertaken for the various departments of the Gov-
ernment including pontoons and motor tugs for use by
the Royal Engineers in military bridging, a prototype

airborne lifeboat—

sesses peculiar vir-
tues its uses are e
infinite in variety—
a simple statement
which furnishes the
foundation upon
which is based the
incredibly swift de-

velopment of the
vast f: ing A\

which incid
was the first of its
ENGINEERING it alloy i i

country, and a

LIGHT ALLOYS and number of light
NON-FERROUS METALS

alloy torpedo tubes
for the Admiralty.
The outstanding
project in light alloy

plant of the Nor-

thern Aluminium Company Ltd., at Rogerstone, where
thousands of Monmouthshire men and women are
employed in the production of aluminium in sheets,
strips, plates, sections, tubing, wire, forgings, castings,
etc., etc,

Naturally, light alloys of all descriptions have come
to be associated in the public mind primarily with the
construction of aircraft, but the Saunders Engineering
& Shipyard Ltd. apply them freely to the building of
ships. This company is a subsidiary of Saunders-Roe
Limited, Cowes, Isle of Wight, which grew from the
original firm of S. E. Saunders, established as ship
builders in 1830. Saunders Shipyard Limited was
established in 1938 as a result of the parent Company’s
work on aircraft making it desirable to separate their
ship building activities. Before the last war, the ship-
yard was responsible for the production of 70- and 55-
footers and 35- to 45-foot standard cruisers, and had
great experience in the production of motor launches
ranging from 20 to 30 feet. The Company also gained
the highest reputation for high speed motor boats of
which Blue Bird and Miss England, those one-time
holders of the world’s water speed records, are ex-
amples. Many craft were also built for the Royal
Lifeboat Institution.

During the early part of the last war, the C s

so far completed is
a 75-foot M.T.B. which has recently been accepted into
the Royal Navy.

At the present time the Company’s production falls
into the following main categories apart from the 'bus
body side:

1. Light alloy marine craft up to 125 feet in length.

2. Light alloy bridgi i for the
of Supply.

Light alloy pram dinghies have also been
for the commercial market and one of the latest features
is the construction of two prototype Birmabright ships®
lifeboats, work on which is well advanced. It is believed
that lifeboat construction may become an important
branch of the Company’s activities.

In 1939 Metal Alloys (South Wales) Ltd. commenced
production of pure metals and metal alloys at their
factory on the Treforest Trading Estate. This Com 3
is the only one in South Wales producing pure chrom-
ium metal, manganese metal, ferro titanium, | J
fe i ete. b

yard was totally destroyed by enemy action, and until
1945 its activities were restricted to the large scale
production of ply d for military brid;
operations. This work was carried on in temporary
inland premises near London.
A suitable site for boat building having then become
ilable, the C moved to is to re-
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LES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE

Copper Works yellow metal was invented and
manufactured.

It became necessary in course of time to go further
afield for ore, and a fleet of sailing ships was estabiished
which brought cargoes of ore from as far away as “outh
America. These voyages were often hazardous, a1 the
story is told of one skipper, a religious man, * ose
vessel was held up by a gale on the outward vo.  ze,
heading his vessel for home after telling his subor<  te
he had seen a vision and the voice of the Lord tolc 'm
to return. Legal proceedings resulted in his certii e
‘being suspended.

‘When copper-smelting passed, by economic pres: =,
to the areas where the mineral is produced, the Swa: a
‘works turned entirely to the copper manufacture 1t

sly been a section of their activities. Of | ¢
uniﬁed production under the ac.'s

mmr ompul: obtainabie
, the industry retains about onc
sheets, locomotive fire-
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concerns that have developed
in service to other basic industrie

The ramifications c . bra
need a book to itself, but a qu
industry will be ob-

tained by
through the adver-
tisement pages in
the previous article
and at the conclu-
sion of this one.













The MotaVeyor

This unique belt conveyor has been specially
designed in units so that production line
problems can be solved with speed and
ease, The unit construction enables the
conveyor 10 be extended, shortened, or
d tadand lad i
a matter of minutes, thus meeting every
changing need, The MotaVeyor is con-
structed in two types: the Sectional type
with one continuous belt, and the Unit
type in complete connecting

The photograph illustrates sections of the machine shop at Cadoxton Works, where the conveyors are made.

The RolaVeyor

In designing The Rolaveyor, Collis improved
greatly upon the normal gravity roller
conveyor. The special features include
adjustable stands, which can be erected
without fear of damage to operatives'

Weorks: Cadoxton, Barry and London, W.C.1

MAKERS OF THE COLLIS TRUCK AND mm“m _‘
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we have in the overall picture, long, sleek factories
with an attractive surround and all working with the
smooth silence that epitomises speed and efficiency.
Even the grey flanks of the valleys are acquiring the
fresh green of afforestation enterprises in places. And
from this new departure in industry is coming a wealth
of product including an amazing variety of light

Here are some new types of produce which have
enriched the industrial versatility of the valleys during
the past fifteen years and one might well start with

on the market. This firm also u

engineering products both on the ical and
electrical side. The day has gone in Wales when we
associated engincering with the smoke and grime of
forge and anvil to the exclusion of everything else.
We it to-day in the industrial valleys of Wales in

for mines,

Ny -d forms from ical and !

cering to bile and

1% & background to these industries that we are
2 to sketch with what must of necessity be
v brevity in this article.

ne of the things which the Development Council

sed at the outset was the importance of attracting
factories which make the fullest use of the basic
‘ries like steel and iron available on the spot and

1 a list of the many products coming out of South
1o-day is to realise how fully and completely

ave attained their objective.




A line of presses in process of
bly at th ks of John Mill.
‘OILAULIC’ PRODUCTS *Co. (Unniloen Lth,

60 TON PRESS

An example from the ‘OILAULIC’ range

which includes pumps, presses and rivei =rs

from 2 to 500 tons capacity, this pres is Y
especially suited to high speed asser |y

work not requiring sustained pressi s,

In common with all presses from the M! S

range it is readily adaptable to a wide var: iy

of applications.

A section of the Abertillery Foundry
of Messrs. Warwill Ltd., showing
moulding machines and moulds ready
for closing.

Assembling
and Peening
over of ball in
upper links of

Ferguson

tractor.
120 per hour.

High Pressure Cylinder Block Cast-

| ing weighing nearly 10 tons, specially
manufactured for a Marine Engine by
Staking over Tubal Cain Foundry & Engineering
8 wheel studs Works Limited, Cardiff.
in axle shaft
of tractor.
60 per hour,

HN MILLS :
TR J@ —

AND COMPANY (LLANIDLOES) LTD.

RAILWAY FOUNDRY, LLANIDLOES, MONT. Agents for * Oilaulic’ Products. Alfred Hey
. e " Ll Coventry, Signode Tools repair













issued by the
National Industrial
Development
Council of Wales
and  Monmouth- |
shire under the ap-
iue title of




HEAD SALES OFFICE -

1, Hyde Park Place.

Lendon, W.2

Telaphone - Paddington 2463 (7 lines)
Telegrams = ~Attrite " Padd. London

Soles Bronches | LEEDS—~Caclkton Chambers. Albion Street, Leeds. 1
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CHAPTERS OF WELSH ACHIEVEMENT

Light Industry in Wales has played and is playing a
tremendous part in the national effort to close the dollar
gap, indeed it was very largely the already existing
transport and dock facilities, plus the general bias
towards overseas trade, which, together, secured Govern-~

\ent approval for post-war factory-building on such a
generous scale, and it is gratifying to note the steady
and ever-growing increase in the value of exports from
the great seaports of Wales.

The already famous Trading Estates at Treforest
near Poni. ridd, at Bridgend, at Fforestfach near
Swanse iirwaun near Aberdare, and at Marchwiel
near sm, have provided ready-to-hand modern
\ ! premises capable of immediate applica-
t pecial requirements of almost any conceiv-
al rise which has for its object the mass
n ¢ by the most up-to-date methods of some-
th ch the world has urgent need !

ortant develop: pp! d by the National
Ind Devel Council is the i of
ali committee of industrialists from Wales and
Nor Ircland, the purpose of which body is the

pron wn of trade between those two portions of
Grear Britain. This development followed a visit by
Welsh industrialists to Northern Ireland which led to

there exists a large market in Northern Ireland for the
thousand-and-one products of light industry in Wales.

mnmno"xwwdu"wmmdhm

pushing forward the of new 4

in Wales and Monmouthshire as a solution to the prob- (
lem of unemployment which arose by reason of the
former local dependence on coal, steel and tinplate, a
fact which was recently stressed by the President of the
mawrm«mumm“&m

an investigation by leading of a h
Ireland trade association into the work and products
of the new Welsh factories, and it is now obvious that




“ This area, wl
almost all in the
to-day a hive










third generation of
mlc Ladders




A general view of the making-up section of
Messrs. Larma Ltd.

OUEEN BEE
Sl deforomde. §

The most popular polish in Wales. Eco-
nomical in use. Lavender perfumed. For
furniture, floors, tiles and leatherwork,

From your grocer or ironmonger. Special
terms for bulk supplies for office or
canteen use.

Eﬂ! | (FURNITURE_POLISH DE LUXE)

THE QUEEN BEE POLISH (1926) LTD., LLANDILO. SOUTH waEs.

100

Pay-off End of Export Strap
Blueing Line at the works of
Signode Ltd., Swansea.










[APTERS OF WELSH ACHIEVEMENT

Amwewblmrourgoodsmdbea(themcrcyor
bsidised foreign There are many
problems in front of us.

Agriculture and its future is the main topic = ongst What about our water supply
farmers in these days. Undoubtedly, many refo: s are farms? It is in a chaotic position.
necessary. The very first essential is an organic  ‘orm Hundreds of farms in Wales are
of marketing. Never again can the nation &' d to cut proper water supply.
allow agriculture to be relegated to the backv. s of i
our economic system. g S idvor

The Milk Marketing Board has proved the « = of Al
this form of marketing, not only to the farmer 1lso o 50 beAneipithe At
to the consumer. Milk is being produced to-d. ith faclliten
greater efficiency than ever before. y There is plenty of w

Given proper safeguards in connection wii' our Digtige foriihe

ent
i)
for then. the farmer will have an incentive to ork ; :Ztr::om:lmﬂw:tw
knowing that his labours will not be in vain. s

Many reforms are necessary. Electric light to all ;
farms at moderate charges is an essential if we are to

in the post-war period. It is really remarkable
many have been able to carry on for so long
this facility. This is now recognised by the
¢ no doubt, an attempt to supply

will be made.

the farming operations.
remote hillside farms is one
essentials.




CHAPTERS OF WELSH ACHIEVEMENT

be practical in the dual sense that the standard set was  The basic idea is that the Festival
not unreasonably high and that the results could be shown owners and occupiers of
seen by visitors with little inconvenience. endowed

After examining various proposals the group con-
cluded that the most promising project was the rehabili-
tation of a group of hill farms in a district where
afforestation is also of some importance in the Welsh
way of life to-day. It was also agreed that the i
of the major part of a plan by mid-Summer 1951 was
only possible if one owner was concerned. Conse-
quently the choice fell on a group of holdings on the
Glanllyn Estate in Merioneth, which is managed on
behalf of the Minister of Agriculture by the Welsh
Agri Land Sub-Commission. This is the Estate
that was taken over by the State in lieu of death duties.

The hamlet of Dolhendre is situated near Llanuwch-
llyn village and is readily accessible from the main
Bala-Dolgelley road. It nestles at the foot of Gam
Dochan, from the top of which visitors can, if they
wish, have a derful view of the

Broadly the project involves the rehabilitation of three
3 hill sheep farms, the renovation of a cottage, the provi-
«10n of new houses for forestry workers, works essential
‘o the beginning of an afforestation scheme, widening
of the public road leading from the main road along.

“"These are the Works
at Ammanford—the home of
the internationally famous
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stone, includi
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Telephone : Pure carbo
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Telegrams:
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deposi s
Denbig -hire perhaps the

whole “:quence,
affordinz great
first-class ceramics.
produced.
Material for h




NMOUTHSHIRE
fon and the South of England, but i ¢ the

Wales alone has absorbed a large 1 int of the
At one time or another most o/ - leading
tects of the country have specified t'-  ducts of
company for various buildings. ¥ . bricks
example, the Roath Power Sta' Cardiff,

Station and the power 5!

| by the Tondu Brickworks.
L ompany, the Tondu F! ng Tile
Ltd., make a very fine red floori: . The
L built since the end of the w= < is the
ales to make these tiles, whi© e now

of the country.

earliest ceramics were s overed
[ the largest woiks of the

Wwar

© under
~ construction at Carmarthen Bay, Burry Pc. e been

partition blocks, land
similar types of art
To-day all the

bricks nroduced are
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A House of Distin

.
Joinery b

GIBBO

AND SONS L1
CARDIF

Established 1865

.
Building, Decorating
and
Engineering materials

selniSiacnntisdarkibibalal

\onnwm Wales has the largest slate-
producing areas in the world, the Dinorwic
Quarries in Caernarvonshire alone covering an area

for roofing in the third century A.D., but until
nincteenth century workings were crude.
Cilee 0 Quarry near the picturesque, hlll-ﬁt»vﬂhn
of " ille, west of
S on, is reput- i
edl ‘he  oldest
qu m Caernar-
vou - anditwas
fro: here  that
Me alem Jones
trel. | to Blaenau
Ffe  og in Merionethshire and st
Qui in 1755, Oakeley Slate Quarry has
syst. i
Co.
Blac v Ffestiniog in 1933
Diphwys Co. was also |
are olner less importan!
Corwen, in the L
Denbighshire, ltAbaﬂb(h'i
from Aberdovey, .
in the Pmeelly Mou;n




D MONMOUTHSHIRE

The s its cleavage, which, unlike other ro.
known independent of its original bedding. 1:
im[eﬁbl:th&tlltripoflh!eliinch:

split into 26 strips, and these fine stri,

in an arc in the manner of a steel s, .

3 ‘&Mﬁe.lhmmuldomnudeku.

agency,

't rocks,

3 ‘¢ both
but there are over 40 mil. | under-
From the highest flou: of these

* bottom of the lowest floor there is a
1,550 feet, and the workings extend




1 JALES has been favoured as the venue of one 1901 that Mr. William Knox D'Arcy, |
" of the largest oil refineries in the 1d—th btained an oil concession fi
OIL R EFI NERY Llandarcy Refineries at Skewen, Glamorgan. It is Persia on which he was able to build
situated mid-way between Swansea and Neath and of what is to-day a very substantial ind
A N D some idca as to the size of the industry may be gleaned
from the fact that

CHEMICAL PLAN R e ua o
enclc the 900
CONSTRUCTIONA acre :perlyin
whic company

ENGINEERS oper: . Itwasin

TYTFTTTYTY

TTTTTTYTY

‘Ihe Great
i landarcy
Refinery.




1917 and in 1921 the work w
allow the reception and pre
oil from Persia, the official




[ OWARDS the end.
Mond and his ¢

| important discovery t
ith the Centenary Ye i ;.gk :ln:tf ;,;;,;gm




Future Plans

During the year 1948 interests

centred mainly on  constru
Fieven per cent of the 2
 he end of 1947, and at
~as almost half-way tc
production unit almosf




ALTHOUGH Wales has produced craftsmen in
wood since the earliest times, and many of them a:
turn out furniture of a type and period which is still
prized to-day, it is only during comparatively recent
years that the industry in Wales has become established  the:
as a sound commercial enterprise. Industrial South of
Wales, growing up side by side with the great industries
which supported it J
-—coal, iron, steel,
¢-ipping—soon
2d that the Eng-
manufacturers
“d provide them
!\ cheaper furni-
- of more utili-
1 design. The
i craftsman

g y
+h skilfully on
<t types of native de
cor etition of the big
from the West Country

cipal towns of
Perhaps the greatest m
mercial production




Branches at: ABERYST  TH,
%ﬁ!ﬁ'ﬁ BAY DENSIG e
i
'HOLYHEAD, MERTHYR TYDFIL,

R TYDFIL,
'OWN, PONTYPRIDD,
RHY HA|




N impressive new factory in the Eastern Valley,

near Pontypool, Monmouthshire, is now the source
of all the nylon yarns produced in Britain. British Nylon
Spinners Ltd. are steadily increasing their production
of this versatile new fibre, which is now in demand
for some two hundred different textile purposes.

The factory itself, which has been described as one of
the most impressive
ac t: of v
roodern industrial

.c:::)urel,”and u:: TEXTH-'ES

single-unit
v in Europe,
A million y 5
- feet of floor-space and stands on a site of 112 Pontypool
A sports ground has been laid out opposite the
-iant on earth shifted from the factory site when
2 began in April 1945.
nd the offices, is the experimental plant, used
-arch work into all aspects of the production
sing of nylon yarns. This building was. n
i as a pilot plant for training foremen and charge-
n January 1947, while the main pl v
under construction. It was in the summer of 1 !
regular production work began in the main factory.
Nylon yarn production provides a >

type of industry in Monmouthshire. At pre:
2,500 men and 500 women are employed
They have been recruited locally and sy

for their jobs by training ¢ 1
and practical work. Prodt

three-shift system,
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allow for simpler styles but with
be wnm! Nightgowns, for ex-

i.e., as yarn, that most of Courtaulds’ production is
supplied, to customers at home and overs:zs. Some,
however, is woven or knitted into fabric, an: dyed and
finished, in the Company’s own textile mil',
Deeside Mill, acquired in 1927, is one of
” mills and iali in p
twut into rayon yarns (before delivery (> tomers)
to make them suitable for weaving into o fabrics.
Greenfield Works was built during 19* for the
large-scale production of viscose rayon
the largest factory of its kind in the wo
staple (in contrast to continuous filament
is the particular type of rayon from which *  ‘amiliar
*“spun rayon ” fabrics are made; it is si . rayon
produced in short lengths or staples wr.  can be
twisted and spun together into *‘ spun yair. " in the
same way as natural fibres. The commercia! - anufac-
ture and development of rayon staple was also proneered
by Courtaulds, and it was in a part of the Abcr factory
that some of the earliest work was done.
- At Greenfield, rayon staple is manufactured by the
process, and the method is broadly the same as
oduction up to the spinning jet stage.
of twisting and collecting the filaments
mcntbyupeculmethodmw

artaulds
ng extra

“wp

€ it is
Rayon
1 yarn)

CHAPTERS OF WE!

THROWING
By MARGARET M. GRIFFITHS, B.A.

ROCKLEHURST YARNS LIMITED, a Iublidi»
ary of -Whiston A d Ltd,
are silk, nylon and rayon throwsters, and in
respect are unique in being the first to bring mt

industry to South Wales.
term ** throwing ™ as applied to silk and !
5. is one which is not met with in any
textile industry, and it must be considered |

.y

it may be easily har
made soft and pliable.
a proloﬂy:d 0 r
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ding has of course grown greatly during the yca:«, and to-day

‘make all types of industrial overalls. of its long histol

can sometimes stim
‘WELSH WOOLLEN: . by p;ovidmgm tl; po!
By ALDERMAN THOMAS WATE  USE, :':m::i‘:“ B
C.BE., IP.
5 g ew markets. It is,
- President, Welsh Textile Manufacturers"  sciation i ' Flannel to
MHE history of the Welsh woollen it © v, which

dates back to the eleventh and twe  enturies,

remarkable illustration of th. ity for

jival 1s craft. Althouzh = ore than
> occasio ned with extinction, it d
o weather many storms, not the least of 1« was the
cve np which afflicted the woolle: ~ “ustry in

t other British industric. uring the

922 and 1939, the number of
declined from 151 to 77 but,
rs were in the main the




- LINES OF
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conquest depended on |
~on good roads







ALL CLASSES OF

HULL, ENGINE AND BOILER REPAIRS
TO VESSELS UP TO BGIOFT. x 74FT.

to ime of the Roman occupation, and the present
D¢ cover an area of 165 acres of deep water, com-
pri the Queen Alexandra Dock, the Roath Dock,

Ro Basin, East Dock and Basin, and West Dock
and sin.

The two main docks are the Queen Alexandra Dock
and the Roath Dock, the latter having been opened
for traffic in 1887 and the former in 1907. These two
docks are connected by a short waterway and have a
deep water area of 85 acres. Both are equipped with
modern appliances for coal shipment and general
cargo. The East Dock and Basin, with a water area of
over 46 acres, and the West Dock and Basin, which is
the oldest of the docks at Cardiff, having been opened
in the year 1839, are each equipped to deal with any
type of cargo, and with the others previously mentioned,
combine to form a group of Docks which rank amongst
the finest in the world.

Aerial view of Cardiff Docks
showing Queen Alexandra
Dock (Cardiff’s most modern
dock) in foreground, and Bute
West Dock, Cardifi’s oldest
dock, in top left corner.

Newport Docks, showing the Entrance Dock.

Photos by Courtesy of
Docks and Inland Waterways Executive
(South Wales Dacks)

3. Penarth. Adjacent to Cardiff is Penarth Dock
and Harbour. Penarth Dock was constructed in 1863
and forms part of the Customs Port of Cardiff. The
trade at this port, however, had dwindled to such low
figures that in July 1936 the dock was closed.

It was temporarily re-opened for Government use
during the war and did valuable work in the loading of
military cargoes.

The dock is still available for ships lying-up and also
for ships undergoing repairs. v

Penarth Harbour, which is also under the control
the Cardiff Dock Manager, has a water frontage o
the north side of 13,000 ft. and 3,000 ft. on the
side. It has four coaling appliances regularly
vessels engaged in the coastwise coal trade.

4. Barry. Some 10 miles south-west of Ca
Barry, also in the County of Glamorganshire,



Most of the general cargo berths are designed to enable
simultaneous working to railway and road vehicles,
barges and transit shed, or vice-versa.

SERVING A WIDE AREA, INCLUDING THE
MIDLANDS AND WESTERN COUNTIES OF
| ENGLAND, THESE SOUTH WALES
PORTS ARE EQUIPPED TO HANDLE ALL

ES OF IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.

CARDIFF
SWANSEA
NEWPORT
BARRY

PORT TALBOT

Discharging Flour from Canada at Cardiff Docks.

An Aerial View of Barry Docks.




FOR DRYDOCKING
_ AND REPAIRS

LINES OF C

has three Docks numbered 1, 2 and 3. No. 1 D
and the Basin (known now as Dock 3)
in 1889, while No. 2 Dock was opened
total area of these docks is 114 acres
excellent facilities for the shipment o

ipped with modern applian

al cargo.

ut over a wide ranj
able to enter and leave

"¢t Talbot. Further
lie
18
At
arm
Th
abc
ha:

Margam Blast F
Works practically
developments.




Safe Launching

of lifeboat, irrespective of list or trim ——

acres are deep water.
berths have been provided t




FIRST CLASS
SINGLE AND
MULTIPLE SHEA"

PULLEY
BLOCK!

DERRICK OUTFI"

AND ACCESSORI:L -

For
SHIPPING
CONSTRUCTIONAL
ENGINEERS
and
CONTRACTORS

LINES OF COMM!
the many apphmmymﬂnmﬁm
commodities as iron and steel, timber, oil,
flour, ores and general cargo of all m liﬂ
are handled at the general cargo quays.

Modern quyndeeleummnfu’ 6 tons
capacity are provided at most general 3
For lifts nboveﬂmelchdnckneq ippe
lift cranes of varying capacities up to
ad on, floating cranes with lifts of from

re available, which enable

z¢ all their cargo without moving
‘ous transit sheds for storage

ire equipped with u;;{m




L. GWYN & COMPANY

ALL PARTS BY AR AND SEA







ASSELL, LIMITED

ID ITS PRODUCTS

elLlLtd. | % o=
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Lake Vyrnwy

By courtesy of the
erpool Corporation

One of three Gas-fired Down the ages man has proved the
Travelling Bis “ Increase thmﬁ ,”I‘; ; :

Ovens at Westol

:n‘-::::m,m R oo



Telegrams:
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MOTORWA 5
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SHOUT CENTRAL WALES AND INTC
ACH SERVICE TO CARDIFF




MATERIALS
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EQUIPMENT

Telephone:
1478 CARDIFF
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LINES OF CO

By J. ELLIOTT BOWN
Managing Director, Red & White Services Ltd.
Imvammwmwumwm 3
article about passenger transport in Wales

C. A. 10HN,
FALPA, FFS, ACIA, MCBA.

) passenge
1 (i do without the bus services these days.”
5 R G I have heard this said by passengers
2o usually as they alight from vehicles
ESTATE AGENTS ! cafely completed. I am always glad to!
2 “1owing that they are a grateful ackno
ND VALUERS o ~onvenience and efficacy of travel by 1
TGAGE AND | All too-often EHEHIL RIS
NCE BROKERS ‘ o

'mpared, however, wil
2s and public utilities,

NEWPORT

31, 32, 33 HIGH ST.

2a SKINNER ST.
(Tel. 4702)




Lampeter, Llandilo, Llandrindod Wells, Llanelly,
LI 11 Y,

aerdy, N in  Ash, Neath, New
Quay, Newport, Pontypridd, Pontypool, Porth,

Rhayader, Rhigos, Swansea, Tonypandy, Treorchy,

RAILWAY S

RRITISH RAILWAYS are 1
service, but a vast indusirl

‘produced by ﬂw-multifariou;.‘ -.. i

 tons of steel, 436,000 tons o m:

~ paint and varnish, to 3,750,000« |
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 Your
Service

British Road Services offer a comprehensive

and complete Transport Service to Trade I,

and Industry.

: Whatever, or wherever Transport pro-

blems arise, British Road Services are
now in a position to assist. A Telephone
Call, or Letter to our nearest Office

immediately places at your disposal, any

or all of our facilities.

LINES OF COMMUNICATION

Throughout the Division there are now 42 depots
each and all of which are in a position to deal with any
transport requirement of trade and industry,

Delivery and distribution of all types and sizes from
parcels upwards is effected over the whole Division for
traffics arriving from all parts of Great Britain in addi-
© demands arising locally. Considerable quantities
of cxport and import goods are handled via the South
W s Ports, and a heavy volume of agricultural pro-
dv nd requirements are carried in the rural areas.

increasing lighter industries in South Wales are
ca : for particularly but the basic steel and tinplate
ine ies provide a vast daily tonnage.

main trunk routes are South Wales to London,

th dlands, Liverpool and Manchester, but large
an all consignments are carried daily to all parts
of country. A network of parcels services covers
the vision and completely links up with similar
ser operated by the other seven Divisions into
whi  (ireat Britain is divided.

1>+ ~nding upon circumstances after either 1st Febru-
ary 1950, or 1st March 1950, all operators of “ A ™
and B " licensed vehicles who have not been acquired
by the Road Haulage Executive will be limited to a
radius of 25 miles except those who have applied for
and been granted permits. This affects a very h:_p
number of the smaller transport contractors who in the
past have been predominantly short distance carriers.

In the South Wales Traffic Area there are pp};mxi-
mately 2,000 such operators running some 5,00(
vehicles.

A Vehicle and Trailer
Photo by courtesy of British Road Services

Certain specified types of traffic calling for
vehicles and handling are, however, exi
provision of the Transport Act. These

loco’s, excavators, condensers and
bulky plant. Similarly excluded a
furniture removals, meat and Ii
tanker vehicles and felled timber
vehicles or trailers. %
By virtue of acquiring many
which, although predominantly
laid down in the Act for
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 of nearly two million, the South
‘operates through four Sub-Areas,
a total of twenty-nine districts.
“the control of a District Com-
‘and District Engineer who are jointly
e operation of the district and for
day-to-day problems of their

tem includes 6,280 miles of mains
1In addition, the South Wales
miles of 132 kV. Main Trans-

Wm: Snb-unu and districts.
parts of the area are under

prospective, have the benefit of a specialist Adyi:
Service, and a similar service is aiso available tq
Local Authorities in connection with street lighting,
Besides these services, the Board operates Wiring
and contracting departments theo. o' out the area.

Industrial supplies are regard:d v the Board
and the Division as a very sp *onsibility, and
it should be borne in mind  cent of the
supplies given within the a: ¥ s category.
The effect of this indus ¢ s that the
demand in the summer for ¢ 1oout ninety
per cent of the average wir ' demand—an
exceptionally high proport “ected in the
difficulty of undertaking - wwal and the
maintenance of equipmer. 1 'y undertaken
in the summer.

In the past South Walcs - 'y an electricity
expomng area, but due wsed industrial

and to the tin « mccu'on of new
plant, the position at present = .1 it is necessary to
import from Power Stnuons in olwer areas at peak
periods, and particularly in the surimer in order to
allow plant to be taken out of service for routine

o 1t is hoped, h , that with the addition
of Uskmouth and Carmarthen Bay Stations, which have
viously been mentioned, there will be sufficient

pre
generating capacity to supply all consumers in South
‘Wales at all periods.

mlmpmi:otmmbmzoﬂheind
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controlled.

IF the depopulation of the cor
vented, rural areas must be provided

amenities and labour-saving devices

dwellers. Undoubtedly the 3

one of the basic essentials in 1
Nowhere will this task be r

mountainous and uneven te

nowhere,  surely,

will the benefits of

elessrici

“ing electricity
- area (as out-
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CONTROLLER CONTACTS (CARDIFF) LTD.

'Y CONTACTS IN works| NON FERROUS CAS
, BRASS, BRONZE DIFF
\, TUNGSTEN ETC.
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‘many Mains have been laid from Cardiff to distribute gas
produced at the coke ovens of Guest, Keen and
‘Baldwins, East Moors, and also from the Cardiff
Gasworks to Barry and Newport.

A complete new gasworks was brough! nto com-
- mission last year at Pontypool, and i
- or are being laid to distribute gas 1o A"
brar




WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE

~ The Wales Gas Board, realising that the development
Gas for industrial purposes will make large demands

n the various sch now under ideration, are

~ giving every consideration to schemes that will make
‘available adequate and economical supplies of gas to

est advantage and to prove the suitability of gas to
various processes, the Wales Gas Board has extended
jities of the Industrial Gas Centre, Bute Terrace,

3 > work of this Centre has in the past few

is here that a free service is provided to demonstrate the
suitability of gas as an industrial fuel. The Centre is
staffed by experienced and qualified personnel, and
when necessary, experimental work is carried out in
connection with the particular application or process
under consideration.

To cater for the West Wales Tucusirial area an
experienced Industrial Gas En stationed at
Swansea, and similarly, for the re znts for the
North Wales area an Engineer is stat i« Wrexham,
In this way expert knowledge o ilisation s

1 contributi to the

on required by industrialists, and it

ilable to any industrialist in ar Wales and
Monmouthshire.

»rHE area of Wales and Monmouthshire is
blessed as regards rainfall but physical dimmﬂ@a‘
(e.g. mountains and valleys) and pollution of rivers and
streams in the industrial areas make many problems
connection with water supplies. N
Rainfall average over a long period is a little
50 inches per annum for the whole area, varying e
118 inches in the =
regi- of Snowdon
toa i ly 30
incl:* in the nor- e
ther “oastal areas.
> the time of
the Jmans, res-
individuals
cons cted water
supr = for their
OWD  ITpOSes, Us-
ing v oden, earth-
enwa and lead
pipes, but it was
not u il the advent of
part - the nineteenth cen
ment of water sources
various towns and villag
bucket or container

operative until after







monastery and school at Llantwit Major) and Dewi ¥

(our patron saint, born c. 520, and who died op

March 1, c. 588). The Christian Church in Wales was

thus separated from the main continental stream of
development and not till the end of the cighth century
did it fully acknowledge the suprema=v of Rome,

In the meanwhile the boundary of

et

west  of
boundary
divided into

edd, Powys, Deheul

of Edward L.
mined the
territory, and for
into two parts, (a)







centuries as to win for him a place in the international
pantheon of heroes. il
Hardly less famous, though his was the sword of the
spirit wielded against the powers of darkness, was
Wales' patron saint, David (2520-7588). In him the
ideals of holiness and learning, the glory of the Celtic
Church, found their highest expression. 3
Spiritual heirs to an older tradiiion were Taliesin
and Aneirin (flor. ¢, 2600). Themselves North Britons,
they were nonetheless fathers of Wel :
of llmline of versemakers whose
3 prioel el

m the kings whom the earl:
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theLIe'yn. insul

bears a curious resemblance to
| Land’s End; in the characteristics of
very Welsh; and from the appearance
might well belong to Ireland!

i for tourist enj

‘ay, which ran from Bangor
in the east, over the Rivals
. The objective of those

e Island of Bardsey, just off
reputed burial ground of
sanctuary of the Middle

CARDIGAN BAY
and CADER IDRIS

HE *“ dancing, slashing green v

Bay form the westerly bound:
of Merioneth and Cardigan. T
beaches of sand that ranges fi.
stretch down along the coast, v
threaded like beads on a string—:
Dolgelley, Towyn, Aberdovey, Abziy
Broad quiet estuaries carry the ©
behind the coast are heath-clad I
where swift-flowing streams are in

" of Cardigan
© the counties
“i sun-kissed
v to yellow
liday names

inland, and

zlens trans-
5, and still
among the
peaka Legend and l\lpersulmon take on a new

in such and the many rather

acquire

pathetic
a sombre dignity.

There is surely no lovelier example of mountain
(eeuery than where, north from Harlech, the Vale of
Ffestis carves its way up into the fastnesses of

of our

”mlhemvnlleyofthcmvel‘lkg.
eama‘nqundnon'relford' great
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From Harlech southwards, as far as Dyffryn, stretchey
the low-lying strip of coast and the rocky hills of
Ardudwy, closely dotted with prehistoric relics and
associated with the grim legend of the wife i
Men of Ardudwy.

The gleaming sheet of water © s the estuary
i irmouth at ity
 road hugs

(uary, passing

ot in Wales,

© arca adds

‘rawsfynydd

of Princess

i1, and the

*° year alone
wyd Valley,

:: BORTH :: CARDIGAN BAY
"Grams: GRAND BORTH

one mile long and 800 feet aboy
lev:|. commanding magnificent
whilstnearerto Do




T'he Five Arches at Tenby.

Coracles in use on the River Teify,

The town of Llangollen itself is
known for many things—for its beauty
of setting, * overhung by bulky hills ™
and standing at the head of the famous.
Vale of Llangollen; for the fourteenth-
century bridge that spans the rushing,
swirling Dee; and for its associations
with famous people. There were the

Ladies of Llangollen,” who lived in

« " fake " black-and-white timbered

ulding known as Plas Newydd. Self-

wosed exiles from their native

cland, these two eccentrics made a

W 1o resist marriage and live togeth-

in peace and seclusion for the rest

[ their lives. Visitors to their home
included such famous personages as
Vellington, Wordsworth and Scott. It

was arecognised rule that on his second visit, each guest
should bring a panel of carved oak, and as a result,
there is an incredible assortment in the house to-day.

The monks of olden days loved seclusion. They
built their religious houses amid the shelter of hills
and woods, close to the sound of running water, and
in Valle Crucis Abbey, they left an architectural
treasure second only to Tintern Abbey, Close by the
abbey ruins is Eliseg's Pillar, considered to be the

carliest inscribed pillar in Britain.

Northwards the pink terraced cliffs known as
Eglwyseg Rocks form the southern escarpment of the
Ruabon Mountain plateau, and south-east of Llan-
gollen is a hill topped with a ruin. Castell Dinas
Bran, it is called—the Fort of Bran. In the castle that
once stood here lived the beautiful Myfanwy Fychan,
who was wooed, unsuccessfully, by the great bard

A Coracle on the Dee.

Photo: J. Percy Clarke

Plas Newydd—Formerly The Residence of







sulphur and chalybeate—have brought rapid

ment to the town so that it is to-day the lar, ‘o
Mid-Wales. Builth Wells, with two saline and

wells, is a centre for some of the love': mdu
upper Wye. ——

LITTLE ENGLAND
BEYOND WALES
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Jjoin the mainland of Carmarthenshire at
and lonely lighthouse-tipped Whiteford
by sand dunes and marshes, looks
uth of the Burry River.
fom Burry Holm, 3} miles of sand
Rhossilly Bay, second in size only to
overlooked by the Old Sandstone
Down. From bleak little Rhossilly,
ides, the Down can be climbed by a
from the Beacon, 633 feet, is
involved. Just off the tip of the
ly Bay, Worms Head points

long ding, and not confined to the i century
alone, is proved by the discovery of skeletons in the
caves that riddle the coast. In Paviland Cave, for
instance, was found the ** Red Lady of Paviland,”
Paleolithic skeleton which now rests in the Swansea
Museum, whilst from Bacon Holc and Minchin Hole
have come an immense number of mal bones, such
as those of the mammal, togot! fragments of
primitive pottery. The smuggisi the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries made g 5 of such cavyes,
Brandy Cove is well named, an: ole, accessible
from Port Eynon at low tide, 5! “5 1ts old-time

; of the Peni s most
‘This little promontory is really
[ two rocky islets joined together by a

s
A delightful feature of this «
small streams that flow down fron
into the bays: Bishopstone Va i
pearing >’ stream, is a particularly
A five-mile stretch of sand sepa: -
the Mumbles, the most attractive «:
resort of the Peninsula. The name 1

oast are the

.ot to empty

© its ** disap-
~xample.

+ wwansea from

~ular holiday

‘efers to the

two islets off the tip of Mumbles Point, a rocky head-
land forming the eastern extremity of Swansea Bay:
it now includes also the village of Oystermouth, whose
thirteenth-century castle ruins, standing on a hill a
few yards from the railway, were gifted to Swansea
‘Corporation by the Duke of Beaufort.




often heights equal to those of many of Snowdon’s
giants. In winter their uplands are bleak and dangerous
to those unfamiliar with their paths, and the white-
washed farmhouses tucked into the folds of the hillsides
seek what protection they can from gale and storm.
Summer tells a different story, of small wall-divided
fields planted with oats and barley, root crops or grass,
sweet-smelling heather and ling covering moorlands
that stretch for seemingly endless miles; and tumbling
waterfalls and noisy little streams that, clattering
through deep-cut, tree-roofed glens, lure the fisherman
with promise of good sport.

The mountains fall into roughly four groups. The
‘most westerly are the Black Mountain range, whose
principal summits are Carmarthen Van and Brecknock
‘Van. Down the slopes of the Van, the infant Usk
begins its journey towards the Severn, and the lonely
and legend-haunted pools of Liyn y Fan Fach and
‘Llyn y Fan Fawr are not only the reservoir for Llanelly
‘but form the source of the River Tawe of Swansea

Fawr range, are the two strange and familiar
s of the Brecon Beacons, with Pen-y-Fan rising

‘with Swansea, Port Talbot, Porthcawl
‘and the West, 1,700 feet above sea level.

WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE

10 2,907 feet. This is the highest point in South Wales,
and the view in good weather extends to the Bris(oi
Channel and Somersetshire, Swansea Bay, Plynlimon
and Cader Idris.

Almost the whole of the Bes
M ins has been
The block of the Black Mount
shire border, stretches into En
presents a steep wall 1,000
summits are Waun Fach, 2,¢
Fawr. Running south-east
of the Usk and Monmow, a
delightful excursions for the to:
is the Vale of Ewyas, in whici

s and the Black
© National Park,
the Hereford-
to the east
¢t 178, The principal

f 1 Pen-y-Gader
by tributaries
s that provide
¢ such valley

hadiiled

the ruins of
Llanthony Priory, a twelfth-centt tinian monas-
tery founded by Hugh de Lacy. " the gleaming
sheet of water that is Llangorse 2l known for
its fishing and as the traditional =i © a Jost Roman
town, the village of Bwich looks dovi. fe Usk Valley.

This valley separates the Brecon HBeacons and the
Black Mountains. From Brecon to Crickhowell the
river passes through wild scenery of high moorland
and lofty mountains; from Abergavenny onwards it
is seen in softer mood, steep bare hills being offset by

Photo: The Norman Studios, Pentre

sture land and woods. Abergavenny itself
Atre both for the exploration of the
ihe north-west and the Usk Valley.
Jl, the Sugar Loaf, peers over
ce off-shoots, Rholben, Deri
narth; eastwards is the curiously
“irrid Fawr, traditionally
ucifixion; and westwards

despite a few industrial
for its beauty.
Before entering 1

of its past, when
and the base of th
it was one of the three |
in Britain. :

West of the



fish rist crosses

the country of the Celts, that unseen
has been called the Welsh March, he will
‘in a land of fishing rivers and fishing men.
time he stops his car or gets off his

- on some bridge in Monmouthshire, Brecon or

impossibly * dour,” he will find tha
take him into places so beautiful an
from the clatter of industry and the
life, that success or failure will not
very much,

The southern border alone and
its tributaries, which has been 1

t his fishing wij
d so far removed
worries of modemn
sccm to matter so

* Wye and
“est salmon
Fogland,”

WITH

n * flows for
part, like

ROD, GUN & CLUB
by

George Brenhand

‘or cheaply, but in Wales and

1

H
the Monmouthshire and Welsh lengil.
in places, very good salmon fishing:, .
explores the upper reaches of i Wye and
hmummmm.mumorm-
ful trout fishing.

Liangammarch Wells, Llanwrtyd or Glasbury in
Breconshire are admirable centres for the fishings of
the Irfon and several other rivers,

In this area are numberless small rivers and streams

€an be explored and fished, right from the low-
u the Hereford border, up to the
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of the farms of Wales were in the hands of owner-

occupiers. Since the end of the Second World War

the further break-up of estates has increased that

proportion, so that, judging from the comparatively

wide area well known to me, it can be said without

exaggeration that the number of keepers emnlayed has

been reduced by four-fifths during the

years. However desirable this agrarian &

be from other points of view, there is no

‘militates against game preservation, as nearl

who has d to build up a shoot . renting

adjacent farms from their owner-occupiers, - testify.

It is not that the average Welsh farmer iz :of a
her or less of a of i nyone

else, but that he seems fundamentally ir~ sle of
realising the value to himself of well-proteci  orting
 rights, in spite of the lessons of the past.
But if Wales, by reason of her climatic -
d

system of land tenure, cannot be 1.~ 1
first-class natural shooting country, she p. -
topographical fe a highly valua:..o asset,
¢ d g woods were fully stocked
ts, she provided sport of a
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| the first the town was laid out
of making Llandudno not only
‘town 50 beautiful and so rich

ot fail to attract visitors the

too, who would never tire
repeat their visits year after

In the twelfth century Newport was fortified with a
castle erected on the river bank by Robert, Earl of
Gloucester. After descending through several owners
and being rebuilt in 1448, it was seized by Henry VIiI,
and later destroyed by Cromwell. The ruins at the east
end of High Street were at one time usesi 1 a brewery,
but were presented to the town for preservation by
Lord Tredegar some years ago, and have "« .n carefully
restored by the Ministry of Works.

Newport's modern history as an i- tant port
began with the opening of the first in 1842,
** Formed on a grand scale,” and cost'~ ©.000 this
dock was capable of taking the largest s i navy
and of having two-way traffic through it: - nirance.

Newp ind has s cxtremely
rapid. Industries were already esta’  ( here a
hundred years ago, when the old borou “ilewport,
which had received its first royal charter . Fdward
11, had an area of 1,008 acres and a pop: - un of less
than 11,000 people. Now, as a Cou:.' Aorough,

extends to 7,873 acres and has ¢ pulation
¥ / 95,00




GAZETTEER

. Cd.=Cardi i
=Caernarvonshire. Cm. = Carmarthenshire.
hire.  F.=Flintshire. G.—Glamorgan.
Mon. =Monmouthshire.

R >
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ABERGAVENNY (Mon.) (M.B., § -iiractive
teway to Wales, in huge amphithea: . ountains
confluence of Usk and Gavenny. - * Roman

mium. Starting poir




South Wales and Maridunum of Romans. Traditionally
birthplace of Arthurian wizard, Merlin. Only borough

Wales privileged to have a State Sword carried
before its chief citizen. Features of interest include
County Buildings; fourteenth-century Gatehouse. and
castle mound; remains of Greyfriars' Monastery;

ortions of town walls; fourteenth-century restored
church; monuments and obelisk; severnth-century
works. Golf; angling; three cour  gricultural




walls). Golf; angling; delightful riverside and

walks; touring centre.

HOLYHEAD (A.) (U.D., 10,470). Passenger seaport
for Ireland and holiday resort on northern shore of
Holy Island. Popular promenade along 7,860 ft. long.
breakwater. See massive churchvard walls and
thirteenth-century church,

HOLY ISLAND (A). Rocky he.  lad island
to mainland by mile-long - Emb

ment. Grand rock scenery.
HOLYWELL (F.) (U.D., 7,870). I - industrial
town containing St. Winifride's Well, ©  *“ Seven
Wonders of Wales " and shrine of R.C. ~  1age.
( ( 'UTH (P.) Series of und. ~ d caves
“peare’s
~ ubyand



Grave of Bowdler, of Shak and
originator of ** Bowdlerism,” in All Saints’ churchyard,
Promenade, sands, pier, oyster-ground and up-to-date
attractions. Bob's Cave near lighthouse on Mumbles
Head.

MYNYDDISLWYN (Mon.) (U.D., 14,400). Coal-
mining and quarrying district, set awitt impressive
scenery. Views from hill-top church, “ulus near,
NANTGARW (G.). Village ir Tart “sociated
‘with highly prized nineteenth-cent, « “anufac-
tured here. Centre of new large min - “pment,
) GLO and BLAINA (Mon @ . +1,490).
Centre of manufacturing district v+ - “llieries
a Golf.

(U.D., 1,000). Ol i
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ST. DAVID'S (P.) (p. 1,580). Smallest cathedral city
in Great Britain, set in treeless heather and gorse-
covered countryside, on sea-girt horn of land. The
city has only three main streets and is strangely isolated
from railway and town. The cathed: . standing in a
deep hollow, is mother-church of e oidest episcopal
see in the U.K. (with the possible excr ptio of 1landaff),
and was originally founded by St. 2 the sixth
century. The present large building ““einly from
the twelfth and fourteenth contur: + lso pic-
turesque ruins of St. Mary's Colc 4 of the

Bishop's Palace (fourtec ) and
ruined thirteenth-century Tower Gat -

~known
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