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principle laid down for State assistance was that a school
receiving such aid would afford to the children of
different religions combined secular instruction and
separate relxgmus mstmcnon, so that there might be no

with ligion ofany pupil. From the start,

8!

however, the tendency on all sides was for a particular

Fic. 200. Vere Foster (1819-1900) devoted a large private
fortune to the improvement of Irish education in the
mid-nineteenth century and was a founder member
of the Irish National Teachers' Organization.

His Headline Copy Books became world famous.

Fic. 201. Primary School.




‘Fic. 202. St. Columba’s College, Rathfarnham.

foundation of Catholic secondary schools. Throughout
the nineteenth century, various types of schools were
founded by religious orders of priests, brothers and nuns,
providing some kind of secondary education. Progress
‘was slow, as these schools were entirely private and un-
endowed, and did not reccive state aid or recognition.
By 1871, only 12,274 Catholic pupils, out of a Catholic
population of over four million, were receiving what
could be termed a secondary education; at the same time,
11,896 protestant pupils, out of a protestant population
of a million and a quarter, were receiving a secondary
education at various types of state-endowed schools.
The first State provision for general Secondary
Education came with the Intermediate Educauon Act of
1878. This Act established the I
Board for Ircland, whose duty, as defined by the Act, was
toprovidesecularintermediate (i.c. secondary) education :
(1) by instituting and carrying on a system of public
examinations; (2) by providing payment for prizes
and exhibitions, and giving certificates to successful
students; (3) by providing for the payment to Managers
of schools complying with the prescribed conditions,
of fees dependent on the results of public examinations;

FiG. 203. The Swimming Pool, Gormanston College

F16. 204. Glenstal Abbey School.

(4) generally, by applying the funds placed at the disposal
of the Board, provided that no examination be held
in any subject of religious instruction, nor any pay-
ment made in respect thereof. The Act made no change
in the status of schools; the state-endowed schools
retained their endowments as well as receiving the
payments specified in the Act. All other schools (the
vast majority, in fact) were privately owned and manag-
ed. The examinations held by the Board were in three
grades, Junior, Middle, and Senior. Exhibitions and
prizes were available, ona competitive basis, to candidates
in each of the three grades.

After the establishment of Saorstit Eireann the Inter-
mediate Board was abolished (1923). A new system of
secondary ed thh anew followed
on the I di; ion (A d Act, 1926.
The Secondary system became the concern of the new
Ministry for Education; changes in vanous regulauons
had the effect of broadening the curri
teaching methods and the conditions of tcachen. and
in general, freeing the schools from the constricting effects
of a system in which the provision of educational needs
was largely governed by money grants dependent on
success in The new p replaced
the Junior, Middle and Senior Grades by two Certificate
Examinations. The Intermediate Certificate was intended
to testify to the completion of a well-balanced course of
general education for pupils leaving school at 16. The
Leaving Certificate was to testify to the completion of a
good secondary education, and to the fitness of the
student to enter on a course of study at a university or an
educational institution of similar standing.

The reform of the educational basis of the system was
effected by making a course of study over a definite
number of years the educational unit, rather than an
isolated year's work. The Junior course leading to the
Intermediate Certificate was to be of three or four years
duration, according to the age and attainments of the
pupil at the time of his entering the school. The Senior
ourse, of two years duration and leading to the Leaving
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tion of aptitudes not directly associated with their own.
disciplines, and small scopeﬂormnsﬁr m
one educational stream to another. 3

The essential feature of Oompnhnum mn
that the school strives to meet the needs
providing courses suited to mw n
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choice. The direction of post-primary education to

end called for the pooling of the resources ofm
vocational and xcondary systems, md neumtﬂed
bringing of the vocati 1 stream

to a parity of standard and evaluation with the swun&!y
stream.

In practice, this is achieved by extending the Day
Continuation Courses in vocational schools from two to
three years, and by opening the Intermediate Certificate,
with revised syllabuses and new courses, to the Vocational
Schools, thus ensuring a common standard of work in all

P ry schools. This ded
riculum offers greater scope for practical subjects :nd.
by increasing the number of options available to the
student in either type of school, allows him to follow a
course structured to his interests and abilities, and paves

Fic. 205. A Science classroom.



Clement V authorizing him to establish
Dublin, buthe died before anything couldb
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and performance over the preceding

degree of is aimed at
Intermediate Course has been covered, those
_completing the Junior Course who elect to continue their
schooling are afforded a choice of further courses.
Students of an academic bent enter on the Leaving Certi-
ficate Course. Those whose abilities incline towards the
technological or practical may be catered for in the local
Technical School, functioning either as a senior storey of
the comprehensive school or as a separate technical
institution. At the higher levels of technical education,
far-reaching changes are being made in order to enable
more talented students to take the technical subjects in the
Leaving Certificate curriculum. Courses leading to the
Leaving Certificate are to be provided at a number of
Technical Colleges having a regional status, as well as at
a number of selected Vocational Schools.

Fic. 206. Trinity College, Dublin.

ment d was presided over by Thomas, Earl of

Desmond; two years later he was attainted and beheaded,

his estates were confiscated, and once more the idea of a

university came to nothing. At last, in 1591, the idea was.
ealized,

i

Dublin citizens obtained a charter from Queen Elizabeth
incorporating Trinity College as a mater universitatis. By
thisterm they envisaged thata group of university colleges
would stem from Trinity in the continental and English
style; owing to the course of Tudor and subsequent Irish
history that ideal has not yet been realized. The Corpora-
tion of Dublin granted to the new foundation the lands
and dilapidated buildi the M yof All Hallows,
lying south-east of the city walls. Subscriptions were
raised from among the principal gentlemen of each
county, who had been invited to assist the new college
to the benefit of the whole country, whereby Knowledge,
Learning and Civility may be increased, to the banishment of
barbarism, tumults and disorderly living from among them.
A number of landed estates were secured to the College
out of the confiscations which followed the defeat of the
northern Earls.

The University was designed to encourage English
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Trinity College Dublin. In that year a group of

from the Irish State. w
University a great dwe\i&y

The Umvcnny is. :qmsqigi-
Vice-Chancellor and Senate,

confer degrees. The College:
Trinity College. The assent of ¢
Acts of the University Council,
academic functioning of the U
pro[asoml chairs and otl.wt

of the College is nomuawd byﬂw
one of three
last respect, the University and the C
plete autonomy. The College Lil
a copy of every book published:
Ireland (see Libraries, page 370).
Fic. 208. University College, Dublin. View
Terrace front.
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endowed by a

| conserving
1845 the Maynooth College Board of
‘incorporated by Statute, and in 1899 was

National University itself does not teach; the
~ courses for degrees are conducted by the Colleges which,
in practice, lay down their own programme and set their
own examinations. Courses are given in the various
faculties, with certain exceptions, at each of' rhe Consutu—
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‘way.

Tbc d:mand for a secund avenue’ to a quahﬁcuio“n‘
of a has

made melf felt in a number of technical education
institutions; in these, higher education at university level
has now been organized in the fields of Architecture
(mdudmg Quantity Surveying), Mechanical Engineer-
ing, Electrical Engineering, and Pure and Applied
Science.

ent Colleges; and in Arts, Philosophy gy,
Celtic Studies, and Science at Maynooth Courses in
Dairy Science are given only at University College Cork;
courses in General Agriculture and Veterinary Science
are (outside of Trinity College) confined to University

D Ireland. Two institutions provide univer-
sity education in Northern Ireland, the Queen’s Univer-
sity of Belfast and Magee University College Derry.
The Report of the C i on Higher Ed
1965 under the chairmanship of Sir John Lockwood,
of between 8,000 and 9,000 full-

College Dublin. By the University Ed (Agricul-
ture and Dairy Science) Act, 1926, the Royal College of

FiG. 209. University College, Dublin. Model for the new
building on the Belfield campus outside the City.
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land, in the farmyard and in the workshop. A standard
syllabus of instruction is followed at all the colleges,

i llowi b Agricul Horti-

eryandoth Fa f many
jobs demanding diverse skills; this makes their education

L3 e ) -4
culture, Forestry, Dair';in3. Poultry-keeping, Botany,
Zoology, Chemistry, Physics, Engineeri Manual
ion, Farm A Veterinary Hygiene, and

and training more complex than that of the special
‘workers in other industries.

The farmer of the future will need to have not only a
good primary and post-primary education, including a
knowledge of basic science subjects pertaining to agri-

ion and training ot

general subjects. The course begins in September and
ends in July. Students attending the private agricultural
colleges must be at least 15 years of age, as it is considered
that serious agricultural education cannot be given

culture, but also ed training inable at 2

ffectively to pupils under that age. For entry to the
ed agricultural colleges a mini age of 17
years is prescribed. While education of Primary Certi-
ficate standard suffices for entry to an agricultural college,
in fact over 909, of students have a higher standard. The
average standard for entrants is the Group Certificate of
the Vocational Schools, or Intermediaté Certificate of the
Secondary Schools, and more than one third of the pupils
have reached the Leaving Certificate standard on ad-
mission. An examination, comprising written, oral and
practical parts and based on the syllabus, is held annually
by the Department for the award ofa National Certificate
in Agriculture,
Feesfrom pupils

S
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the colleges vary d;

Fic. 210, Clonakilty Agricultural College.

s -
(1) A three year course in Farm
(2) A three year course in
(3) A one year course in Poultry ’
Girls who complete the three year courses
asii by the County i
or as teachers. Girls who complete the
Poultry Husbandry are employed as technicians in the
poultry industry. e

ART SCHOOLS. The Metropolitan sm‘ﬂ#m
began as an academy established in 1746 by the Royal



Fic. 212. Boy Scouts.

Recreation
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Northern Ireland, and d the p

grants towards expenses incurred in ymvzdmg facilities
instructional

for youth welfare and in organizational and
work related to Physical Education and Recreation. The
Act also empowers the Ministry to assist local authoril

playing fields, holiday camps and gymnasia. General
control of the development of Youth Welfare, Physical
Training and Recreation is exercised by the Youth and
Sports Council, which advises also on questions of broad
pohcy. and engagesin a wide range of social and recrea-

tional A Youth Employ Service assists

b ysand girls who have left school to select and retain em-

Girls’ Brigades, make a sut ial ibution; athletic  ploy suited to their age and capacity, and helps em-

and ipomns izations play a signi part—in  ployers to obtain suitable employees from this age-group.
lar, the nat ide infl of An Cumann

Léth-Chleas Gael is directed towards objectives which

transcend the mere cultivation of skill within a particular

code.

In Dublin, whcte presice of popuhuon neocssmtcs a
the Vi 1 C

NORTHERN IRELAND. To the year 1921, the
history of educational organization in Northern Ireland,
so far at least as state involvement is concerned, does not
dlffer from that of the country as a whole. Thereafter,
, the two systems followed somewhat different

more
co-opmbes w:th “the Depam-nenc of Education by
C le le Leas Oige

(the Counal for Youth Welfare), to establish Youth
Training Centres, and to assist and encourage voluntary
youth clubs. Combhairle le Leas Oige is financed by an
annual State grant, supplcmemed by certain facilities
ided by the It for a

lines of The ct(N.L)
of 1923 constitutes each county and county borough as
the responsible education authonry for its area, under the
general control and supervision of the Ministry of
Education. The powers nf the councils are cxemsed
through of of
district interests (who are appomtcd by the council) and
d by the Mxmster) of volun-

number of Youth Centres ‘which supply progi

of occupational training geared to imbue members with

a sens: of cmzcnshlp and at the same time fit them for
. The Combhairle also gives assi

to mdxvndual clubs. which may qualify for affiliation,

without prejudice to their autonomy. Among the

services available to affiliated clubs are: the services of

tary who have ferred the of
their schools to the i The local ed
authority frames schemes for the pwv\smn of clcm:ntzry
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andsecondary
and manages ‘county’ schools. In addition to these county
schools, there are many voluntary schools, the manage-

and voluntary organizations to provide and equip'

enough to provide scope for the interests 3

of pupils of all kinds. During the ﬁxm‘,l'wﬂo

general course is followed, and the

varies with the needs and abilities of the puj

third and fourth years, an additional element of |
specialization is introduced, serving to stimulate
vocational bent. Both the Grammar School, Ji
Certificate and the Junior Technical Certificate Exami~
nations are open to pupils of the Secondary Intermediate
Schools, some of which also provide courses of study
leading to the General Certificate in Education.

About one quarter of the Grammar schools are ‘county’
schools, the remainder being voluntary schools under
boards of governors. Though they are all fee-paying
schools, qualified pupils are awarded scholarships which,
in the case of county schools, cover the fee. There are two










