IN THE SHAGOW OF PARIS

Yann Fouéré,LL.D,L-&s-L, Dip.Pol.SC,Menber of the Central Tommittee of
P.O.B.L (Parti pour 1'Organisation d'une Bretagne Libre)

The lesst which can be said is that,in the shadow © Paris,Brittany is
a completely unrecogaised nationg or as the italian avthor Sergio Salvi pu
puts it a "nazione proibite" a forbidden nation,. That was not always the
positicn of Brittany in history,but only since its forcible annexation
to the Vrench Stote during the French revolution,

During the Roman times Brittany did not exilst :4% was called Armorica
and its territory was populated by celtic gaulish tribles. istory has kept
tanks to Julius Caessr zmd 'de bello gallico" the nemes of some of them ad
especlally that of the Veneti or Venetes. The Bretons were at the time in
Britain, It is only as from the IVth centry a2.D onwards to the VIith or VI
Zz ;zzz:zf;igizt:izzzdciz?y*bi zzo presurg of saxon and germsunic invasions
in Britiany,to which t;kr;eyb‘;“][vua 1te Aol LEPU HHALATE +eS iR .
tian religion,thei gave ils new name,bringing with them their chrie-

£100,their loose form of politic -
the Breton, waich was probabl el orgonisationgtheir langusge,
o e 1 0 e o i ably not completely different from the 5auli§§
spite of the romanisation of the 1 /#‘/ﬁ#
agd society . In Brittany therefore anotheher Caktic people ad*ed up to
the Celtic stockk of the local inhabitanis .

Thkt was not the case in what is now called France,#A4/vi/ At about
the seme time as Bretons setlled ddwn in Britl.any,dlér/ germanic tribes
started invading Gaul,one of which,ihe Francs,wegegoing to give its aname
to France. gicleat clashes beiween Brelons and Francs began to to take
place as from the 6ih century owards, fot the poesssion of the country, The
weste ra part of Britiany however was already safely into the heands of the
Bretons and the ¥Yrank kings or emperors were never able to impose thelr a
suthority apem them Britiany wes not part of the Carolus Magnus empire |
and the Emperor had to ereate the '"Marches de Bretsgne"on the Bastern bor- |
ders of Brittsny,snd to give his nephew the legendary Relsnd,the task of
defending them sgaints Breion lncursions }

Tanke to decidive victories over the Framk Epperor Charles eh Bald |
ing mid@le of the 9th centiry the Breton prince Nominoé succeeded im mmu;
the Bretons under his amthority and laid down the foundotions of fig/ of
an independsat breton state, He was proclaimed king of Brittsay and its
scessors Brispoe and Salomon extended the limits of their statef te part
of western Gaule . Brispoe called himself Prince of Brittsny snd of part

of Gaule -

' Breton indepdfidance was threatened by the Normen invasions on the
I0th centry . Abain Berbe Torte who Had to tuke refufe st firtst in Brit
suceeeded in congering back his kingdom and establihed Brittany wwm 4
the Y{Yi/ territorisl limits addborders it has kept eversince ithe struggle
against the Normens had bond closely together the Breton specking Bretons
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Hnd the galloeromans whe were living in the eszstern parts of Brittany,
and did not speak breton o Alain and itssucessors were called as from
new on Royal Dukes of Brittany and ruled gver an independant Duché de
Bretagneyindependant from both France £dd/Normahdy//sud/Bri¥4¥d//. It is
worth mentioning that many Bretons followed Willdsm the Conqueror when
he invaded England . Historians dispubé whether the Breton contingent in
his army Wﬁﬂezo or 30% of its armpd forces, From the Doomesday book it
can be ascertained that over I0% of William's followers who séélled in
Britain were of Breton originiit was for them a homecoming rather than
a conquest |

As from the Xth ceatmry onwards Brittany led an iundependant existence
under Lis own sovereigns and litile by litile a modern state was built up
with its own institutions,its own cormon lawg and political organisation,
and 2lso with its own lgnguage as breton was spoken by the majority of
the popul-tion, It had been however as from the sart & bilingual stabe,
Franch being spoken #m the eastern ra¥ts of the country.

Britiany sgcceded in maintaining ihsi¥ independance in gplite of the
fact that France and England wanted to extend their domination aver 1it,
The Brevon sovereigns played very cleverly ong their rivelries,al1ipdg
some time with one and sometime with the other, They manzsged tlius to
remain neutral during the Hundred year war. Peace was if °°“r3°i§53¥t382“f
ficialic Bfitiany which oecame a propercus smal! state with angirdyg
merchont navy . Asked to mediate in a law dispute between the King of
France and the Duke of Brittsny Pope Pius the 2d ruled that "The king of
France is ewperor in his kingdom:but similarly the Duke of Brittany is
King in kis dukedom®,

Frence snd Brittany developed differentsystems of political orgenisa
ticn and govergcment . While the Treach monarchy cvolved towards an obsel |
solute one and a centralistic system of governement and law,the Breten f
monarchy cvelved towards a constituiional wonacchyytwhile in Eritteny |
the powerg of the sovereign wes always YXXgd/ shared with the Siates of
Britiany,which represcnted the nation,and met a reguiar intervals WY
vote taxzes and give thelr advice on the ruling of the eouiiry,the French |
kinga ware dispensing mére and more with thﬂdﬁiﬁige§éaéraux,whieh practic
cally ceased to meet. In France the will of the king,and tehrefire of his |
minsieters vas deemed to be law and no 1imit wes set to its scope and |
powers, In Britteny the Duke could notdispense with the adiksssof the
[States as polities finances and administraticn cene under their scrutiny,
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b de Brelasne and was to becone a kind of constitutional snd
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The independance of Brittany howsver was pore and more difficul¥ to
maintain. Englend 'influence,territorial poessions and power on the conti
nent were delining, !%ance pursued an expansionist policy and managed to
take ppssession,by diplomacy and wars of Toulouse,Langeudoc, Dauphiné,
Burgundy. The turn of Brittany was soon tec come,In I488 the breton army
was defbelied at St Aubin du Cormier and French troops invaded the country,.
The ¥ouhg Anne who was the be the lasg Duchess of Brittany tried to finH
help against the French bg marrying by poxy Maxilien,the Emperor of Austr
la. This led to renewed hostilities and in the end Anne was comnstrained
to marry the Frenck King Charles the VIIIth,in order to avoid devastation
of her country. She thus became Queen of France,while kecping her title
of Duchess of Brittany. Upon the death of Charles the VIIIth se married hi
nis successor Louis d'0Orléand éLouis the I2th) while ensuring that
Brittany would in future remain an independant eountry, #hen she died how

ever her damgater Claude married the future Freach King Francois the Ist.
It seemed that Prittany after all was to become part of the French kiggdom

The union with France however could not be complete if the States aof Brit
ttany did not agree to it, This they were not very keen ta do on aecount
of the differences in laws and zovernement between France and Brittany.
Wisely the French monarchy left two decades elapse,during which Brittany
could sgain enjoy peace, Meanwhile negocliations were taking place between
the most inflvential Bretons and the ministerd of the French kings , In
I532 the states zgreecedto the union with France provided Brittany would ke
keep full autonomy,i.e thot finances,vote of taxes,administration,justice
Wodd/ will remain to the hands snd responsibilty of the States as it was
done before under the Duke of Brihttayy; France would assume redpomsabilty:
for foreign affairs and defense,The contribution of Brittany to the
Freanch budget will be agreeda&pgﬁcgyughghg%gtggfu a R iﬁiﬁg af France
wiktll. be represented in Brittany by a Governor, Frangois Ier agreed ta these
conditions and confirmed them by an official bill, These agreements are
known in histary as the Tresty of Union between Brittany and Fraace., As |
from I532 therefore Brittany became an sutonomous Province within the
French kingdom :1t was to enjoy this "home rule™ until the French Revolu
tionyin suite of wany conlicts and clashes with the Frencl soveraggns in-
tent on getling more money and more powers, A popular rising in I675 was
hargil and erwally crushed by Freanch troops,

The Brotons were not at first hostile to the French rewolution :ome
of the main aims of its promoters was in fact to extend to sal1 France the |
rule of a comstitutional monarchy which Brattany already de facto enjoyed. J
‘but 4t took rapldly a new turn when the Franch Assembly started to put i
up a centralised system of administration and &OVananent,:npprosaiug :
all local autonomies that memy Provinces still ejoyed within the Fremch
‘kingdowm, The States of Britcany were forbidcen to meet again and the Breton
- Parliament ,which had refused to accept the violation and the unmmA |
~ of the rights of the Preton nation,as embodied in the I532 fTre
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Was dissolved and its members put under arrest. A popular rising was soon o
to take place:it had been prepared by Armand de la Rouerie,called Colonel
Armand,a grade he had conquered when fighting with #jgericay Insurgents
during their:war of independance, fhis rising is known in histéry as

the "Chouannerie®and lasted for several years as from I793. When peace
Was restored under the French Emperor Napcleon,Britiany had lost its
autonomyj;its territory had been divided into Five French ALBLY g X/ /
"Departemetbs"ruled by a Prefect,under a highly centralised system of
adminisgraion , In spite of many changes of political regimes none of

them released the grip of the centralised power during the I9th century,
Election towerds the end of the century of local councils for the communes
and the dépertements,changed little to the systemem as theyf were given
very 1imited powers in the administrative and financiazlfields.

Breton revival,as it happened for =211 the "minorities™or swall nation
ons of Furope which had been smsrexed merged into bieser states,Xdd¥//4E//
FidgY wes ot first,poetical,litiersry and linguistic. At the very end of
the I9th centwry the firet Breton “regionalistl orgenisations were born.
They advocated a general reform of the French stateysby which Brittany and
other regions would be given a certaln amount of antonomy, especially in
administrative and cultural matters., Some advocated the granting to Britia
ny of a special political,financial and aminkstrative "Statut" As nothing
was fortheoming the first “"separatist'paty was born in IQII

The movement for political autonomy resumed after the Ist world Ware
Reglonaliste,as well as autonomists and feferalists joihed in it.Cujtural
revendications were in the forefront advocating the teaching of Breton and
of Breton histéry in the schools.loczl councils suvpported the cuktural
movement, @8 the eve of the second world war héwever nothing had been
obtained in the field of regional autonomy ner in cultutal matters:the
teaching of the Breton language which was spoken at the time by about ome
million native speakers,out of a total population of Iyree millicas for the
whole of Brittany,was still forbiddennin the echools .Blie policy of Massimi
milation™ was still going on spatiently and relehtkessly pursued by all
the French succesive governmebts,
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ﬂg' Two days before the second world war broke out two of the lea

dérs of the Breton national Party fled to Germany,in the hope of obtaining,
in ease of a French defeat,inﬁependanae‘tor Brittany, Their hopes were
frustemfted when,after the colippse of Framce sud the anistice LougXudgd /s
sigaed by Maréchal Pétain,a policy of collebaration was inmugurdted between
t&i‘;&eﬁs&'sovirnﬁant of Vichy and Germany. No spport being forthcoming
from RW{/G¢(/#ME/ nazi Geenany the only thing the Breyon national party
could do was to resume its fight for indemendance,with no hove of immediate
suceess as Yongas franco-gormen collaboration was going on .

© Paced vith this opposition the Vie decided to acoers
soue of the demands put forward by the rég:
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created under the name Comité Consuktatif de Bretagne,its members m
named partly by the Prefect,partly by the breton regionlsit bodies. ‘Bt it
had only consuktative powers in the cultural field.In spite of this it obt
sained some practical results. But all of thrse were wiped out after m@
Liberation of France when the new governmenbs engaged in & policy of hard
repression againkd the Breton national movement snd its activists.Many of
thed were imprisoned in concentration campse An interaational enquiry

led by the Welsh nationai Eistedfodd came tothe conclusioa that having had

4 8 brobon activity during the german occupation was enough to be put into
custodye Many activists were forbidisn to live in Brittany and had te

go into evile in Paris or 4n foreiga coumatries, Some who hed W sided
with the Gepm-ns were harbh¥ysentenced Lid/ddude/ dxsentéds/

Polltical sctivity being rendered more or less impssible the mm 4
_movement concentrated at first in the defonce of sconouis and mﬂl‘bml in
tepests, The CRELIB (Comité d'études et de ligison dos iaterets hrttbﬁl) 2
wae put up in ID5I and the creation in I957 of the Mougoment pour I‘Wﬂﬂ
sablon d¢ la Bretogoe mafked a return to some political reglounsdist amd
federalist action.
. The policy of strong centrallasbion of the succcsskve Jroach governemn
ments had bedn very detrimental to Brittany., AX//It was this policy which
wes responsible for the ruin of the industrial fabric of Brittany AMFIxg/
twe: and of its merchant navit quring the I9th cenyury. Within the lduits o
a Frasch conbindtalskate and market breton agriculture could not/prdpsrs/
FLYHEY/ prosper nor develop . Bmigration was for meny Dretons the only solu
tion, AT thebbginiing of the IOth century,sad over = territory very simi

: iaw in size,Holland and Britteny had about the came populations At the pre

gm mtia% Holland has #¥gu¥/ over threc tires the populasticn of mm
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It is true to say that tﬁﬁ"mnﬂ Liste gove:
1981 in France,narked some progress tnurds
tion of power, The President elected of Wtﬂ

were granted some executive powers which were formerly
the Prereeﬂshmds .am beceme tha case ﬂm% m

Regionel electicns which vere held on the ma w aﬁ ma ,
tions Loy me French Parlisment,thus depriving them of ﬁtﬁr

; in e\ﬂwral watters soue concessidns were obtained t ek
of hret.en in the schools and some he},p given % ve:l@w mgw g

. ver rmm very iﬁmﬁficient tthe pelicx e@ &aaaeatiw 15 till

. contralised by the French Ministry of Bducation and no signitican
 sioss can be taken at local level, The PYA/#4/ place occupied by |

R MQ&ags in the mass medias,radio and tolevision 43 otdll ricul us
© 7 smells m &iﬁtw remaing divided into tue mgiom tha m;m‘




