 PROTESTANTISM IN BRITTANY
P

f ¥Many people in Wales seew iv think that there are ﬁ%
}H only catholice in Iritiunye In jact, the great majority ;
af tne Fretons dre‘ﬁuthollus. pui there 2lso many protese :
. tants and the B*etur Portestants, &athogh they are only
a whnority have Lad a great importance in the Ueltic Te=~

vival in Brittan

In Lower-Erittanny, i-e. tae Western part of Erite

i tany, shere l.:ov.Uuv EXXXK gpeas Breton, liereare atout

fifty houses of worsnipe. Tweuly of these terples are in

Pig towns - Irewi, An Uriant, Gwened - and French only is
nne? there for presehing and praying: They seem 1o te
frecuented only Ly Freunch people living in ¥Fritteny.

1n the otlher thirly templee, Breton is the usual
llaguaaég ?hcs&@nuj@intsrcst ug especially as they &re
frequented Ly E.clons.

T

Tre hold of howe on ithe kreton Christians dates
ﬁ!ﬂﬁﬂ AeDe Only, when tue Dol urch-bishopric was
; ﬂnti; tnen, tue Bretons were independent

!he geheme haa been anntr&fia"°
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- envoy
.qnﬂmk*ttn,! Breton and epoke Breton fluently. The E&EauXx
of Venice in Brittany sent a report to his gavernuaat.
saying that Britiany was among the countries shere the

vhereey" wag spreaoing the mout rapidly. AL toat time

oy
ol

to0, & revolt took phuce in Bro Leon {North-iestern brite

tany) and tne peopie killec the officials, exgcpl the

Protegtant ones. ine Latin catachism of Father Canisius,

¥ intendaed for re-catholicizing the countries

especiall

where tne reformation had been adopted, Was translated

into Ereton by J1ili Kerampu.-lhe 1t is also gupposed Lhnet

the catholic revieal startec by ¥&® Father ifaner and Hfi=

chael lehlqﬂz in tne XVllithg century aived at euppreseing

Protestantism which might nave peen prevalent at that ti=

ME e
At the beginning oi ihe XViihe century,a Breton IXkX

Bible war published in Lonaon by the Welsh. Not a single

"i.ay of thai bible ie 8till exieting, whichh is noL sure
”'f%~u when one thinke ihat of the first felsh Bible
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tlished a full Breton translation of the Bible. Hymn

tooks were puhlished Wyanaonennou Kristen ha Toniou koz
Preiz-Izel" (Ohrietian rongs and old tunes of Lower !rit»,%
tany), by Rev. Koat,of Tremel , and*Telenn ar c'hrigten“
(:he harp of the Ghristﬁﬁan:}by the Rev. Jenkin Jones, of
Kemper (Kerne), which wrns edited twicee Many ethef hymns
as well asreligious poerms, smt were published on loose
leaves by the Rev. Ormnes =apd Mre Eeree.

The only vpilingual school Brittany ever had was
faunded in the XIXth cprtury ky the Protestantse They

R 5 : Arvor
E were 80 §o0od that the cotholic Ereton newspdpqupublls-

hed in T6%B an article giving these schools as aB exafMe
ple of what should be fiéé all over Brittany. But these
protestant bilingual schools were secularized by tae
French government énd from then on both religion and
_ Breton were banished fror these schools.
The influence of the welsh migionaries has been

:ant in the new protestant movement in Brittany.




his evangelization work, but also to Britiany hereelf."”

e Gl

Tt 1g mer? no mere coincidence that the Celtic re=

vival in Brittany tegan at & time when Welsh mlﬁieﬁariea g%

wers being sent over 1o the reton peninsuliae
<igm 5] - The Ereton proiéstants themselves founded in loch
B R S A & Bretor protestant ragazine, "Almanagk ‘at ar Yreioned®,

- ibe Good zlmanech of the FBretvons - which was published

wniil #R&x 1014, In 1927 o Protestant Breton socliety,

W Sl G i T "
Kengsrentern Vreiz, vwie founded snd putlisned Lreton proe

testant pamphletse i
In fgﬂﬁ, #r® Psol Guieysse, & Breton proiestant, ¥.
P. for ‘orbihan snd ex-govesnmeni minister, ot ine nead
tgf & delegation of Freton ¥.P.%s asked the Frencu govern=
ment to let Breton be tsught in the schools. lhe uead
of the French govesnment answered that such 2 dezand could
not be granted, as the Frerch gove rnment could not KAREX
: iﬁgtér‘%ep&raiism”. As & matlier of fact the first Bretén
ﬁ@ﬁiun&liet party aas ereated in I811l. ¥hen ¥r. Paol
':Tﬁﬁﬁ died in I9I4, he had col ected hundreds of
‘raﬂ f@r a petition he was preparing in favour of
v@maineﬁ unsubmitteﬁ. !
Lﬁm&ym. the son of ¥r. mex aaiggamﬁ

 ;h1msa1f is ﬁﬁ& ﬁf_i&@ hg@@g




smluitar, uaa in 1938 the first gwermt t«whex
te have ﬁmm taught in his school. ¥r®  Abel Omnés

mm ahw put i—nte a concent -ation camp for many mnmat ;

-




