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But consider the price, which the Welsh of the nineteenth century
had to pay for substituting Gomer the son of Japheth for Brutus,
‘the Roman consul, and for Britto of the lineage of Troy—verily
lesson to us for all time to be careful of our symbols. For by that

stitution the Cymry lost all sense of their historic origin from
of Roman times, and of their age-long association with

the Roman empire and with western civilization in general. And
.%m&mofthev?dahfmmthcmmn current of the
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-'Mhﬁkuﬂmuht was the chief tyinwesternB:itain.
“There is ground also for that this western Britain was
ted an island in itself, an ‘Island of Britain’ in Britain,
e three adjacent islands of Man, Anglesey and Wight.

A.D. 369, Count Thmdamus, after his victories over the
| other m and after his restoration of the Roman

fter his ‘39*“"“ of mutiny and discontent in the

1, all ; (be it noted) he accomplished in
th' le te and kinsman, Magnus Maximus,
add Britain to the other four, This fifth Britain
: : deinldmfoundnmbesxmmdbeyond
in m_ ( Bm many ‘g‘ ago Dr. Skene submitted
t has recently been revived®.

ﬂ in charge of Valentia
with his head-
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gin from Maximus through alleged sons of his, through his
,and through his wife’s family. It wouldappear even
b already Wales, west of the R. Clwyd and of the R. Usk,

v:_.,mmﬁasadmmctenmyund:rthemcd
ated to Maximus.2°

h&twmm&lmranuddwydeWk&g Maximus
‘associated with Caer Aber Saint in Arfon, which points
t of Segontium or Caer Saint, situated in what
t&.ﬂh of Llanbeblig. In the precious medieval

: Peblig, the patron saint of Llanbeblig, is
| - mofMaxanledxg,-perorofRonw,
ter of Eudaf as his mother.* According to Nennius
- of the name of Constantine lies buried at Segon-
his tomb to the the effect that he was the son
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s demonstrated) it was not till much later that the
neral adopted the name of Cymry as a national appellation??,
this as it may, the map of Wales underwent considerable
n as a result of Cunedda’s arrival. Nine fresh principalities

roughly between the Dee and the Teify. These

, Ceredigion, Dunoding and Afloegion in Cardigan
n in north east Anglesey ; Rhos, Rhufoniog, Dogfeiling,

on, cast of the R. Conwy. As these nine principalities
far more extensive portions of Wales ruled by the
nts of Maxim Wietic, one must guard against magnifying
a (as the manner is) at the and even to the exclusion
‘Both the North and the West owed their initial autonomy
We may, therefore, fairly regard thearrival of Cunedda

' mtﬁr‘mn_ﬁfth:hfoﬂhforthgbmﬁt

_..,’:Wemsymasthesawndm}/
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st &ﬁgGwrtheymonthe south bank of the Teify*. Even in the
xe_mm-mmsh canton of Venta Belgarum (Winchester) a fortress
earin; ~his name at or near Bradford-on-Avon seems to point
in that , where the ‘ Belge * were re-ap
a8 the Gewisse®*, Int ‘Romano-British canton of Venta Silurum
(Caerwent), his son Gwrthefyr or Vortimer held an estate at Gwrth-
efyriwg, now corrupted into Worthybrook, in Wonastow, Mon-
t Briton though he was, of high Latin lineage, he favoured
nm (!ihc ‘many another noble throughout the empire at that
Time), as t Romanitas, with the result that he was execrated
by low-Britons, who, as we have seen, were pro-Roman,
4 ‘men of his nation (we are told) rose against him, for in 425
ad attained | powet in the West?”. Nevertheless in 428 he allied
with the supporters of Barbaria in the South East. His
; became to a degree, for he lived in constant fear
only ei‘ Pi:knand Smts, but (as we are told) ‘of Ambrosius and
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that he was commissioned to effect a tranquillity
such as he had sumsfully achieved some twelve
fore in the West (and indeed in the North). It was in every
kmommmhthzwﬂknnwnpahcyof%uus to preserve
- by appeasement. We possess strictly contemporary
by 443 Britains, whi _up to this time had been
;i : were now reduced under the jurisdiction
) 'ﬁngﬁm. The words are these, taken from the * Gallic Chronicle
?, and quoted by Gweirydd ap Rhys** who claims to have been

t to place them before Welsh readers—

anﬁﬁamu usque ad hoc tempus variis cladibus
j isque la[cerajte in dicionem Saxonum rediguntur.

~ (Britains up to this time torn by various disasters and
er occurrences are reduced under the jurisdiction of Saxons.)

m&mémwedscarefh!handhng,buxmmeamngmdear
that the area, which contained the Roman cities, having
nndergoneﬂ:w throes of internal changes,
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_Angles of Britannia Secunda assumed the Roman
ation of Saxens to distinguish themselves from their
low-Angles, thus preserving the memory of the old Roman

The advent of Octa in Kent from the Lowlands made that
canton Frisian or Jutish. See N. & Q., Vol.,, 193, No. 25,
PP. 542-4]

BRITANNIA FLAVIA.

Tcent = East Angles,
- Venta Icenorum (Caistor by Norwich). A8

;o = Middle Ages.
Ratac Coritanorum (Leicester) with the Lindisse

BRITANNIA MAXIMA,

VALENTIA.
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: _.m.dedg,zppamnﬂyamonk,whnat:he time of

ﬁﬁi iﬂmdaIMws:tMa]w. But this is not so. Gildas
‘was a of St. in w] great monas
he p-md “Eﬂ%wg confessor. b

__".lwenlddnwmuontowhnxseathunnknownw
' ignored, that St. Gildas was not a Briton, but a Pict. Nor
I _nfh;ghmk,hsfnthetbmgthcluderofatmupor
Pictish raiders, kilted barbarians, of whom the author

Gildas’s father, Caw Prydyn, Caw of Pictland,
an Arglud or Clydeside, where he fell under
- Ladog, who was digging the foundations of a
) ly at Cambuslang in Lanarkshire, of which
dog is still patron. Here in Arglud St. Gﬂdnm
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These led their men in forays right across the Lowlands, and also

expeditions into North England. Urien Rheged is said
e been for a time * ruler of Catraeth * (supposed to be Catterick ‘
Gwallc mmmmmmmﬁmmnﬁ '
and to have formed the small principality of Elmet near Leeds,
for doubtless the Ceredig®®, whom Edwin afterwards expelled from

hat district, was his son. But there is no evidence that these British
. thewﬁcghnds ever formed a terrene connection with
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held out till 7687 when at the persuasion of Elfoddw,

 in Gwynedd’, who was able to convince the Britons
e Gregory’s own letter, Xubhshed by Bede in 731, that the
ar ury aj .ugustine had no jurisdiction over
them, it yielded. But the long dispute, lasting over a century and

created considerable bitterness, as exemplified in the writings
helm and Bede. It is questionable whether it has ever con-
ely subsided or even whether it may not somehow revive,

It was and is a grievous error to suppose that the British protest
against Augustine of Canter was aimed at the Papacy.

DE EXCIDIO BRITANNIE.

So far, we have seen that the course of Welsh History, as too
that of Cornwall and the North, is traceable enough from the Revolt
Aaximus in 383, when these parts be to drift into autonomy ;
that no less traceable is the hi tory of the rest of Roman
‘South East, the area contains ¢ the Roman Citi
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fought in A.D. 665. And so we find that by his first~
Saxones he means thearrival of the Jutes in A.D.5147,
mitted into the Romano-British canton of Winchester by
d his councillors. This canton stretched from
e Some
- R. A&%ﬁm to Winchester, and includin
' 'his canton, be it noted, would have been at
that * Island of Britain’ in Britain , mentioned

¢ in three ships and were later joined by a second
After a while these two s of Jutes rebelled
hosts’ and overran the canton of the Belgz
anm_uﬂed).uﬁr_utheBﬁstolChamelmd,
on of * Hampshire’ and the Isle of Wight,

ed one of the elements—the others
> The West Saxons of * Berkshire
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Moreover, at this point, Bede gives a startling turn to his s ,
The two ]ﬁ:i;i’: gangs, who at first were ¢ the nation of the Angl:qq-
Saxons’ now become ‘of the three most powerful peoples of
Germany, to wit, Saxons, Angles, Jutes’, who crossed the ocean from
their ancestral seats on the continent ; with Hengist and Horsa
as their alleged first leaders, who landed in [Kent]; who were followed
by eager swarms of their various stocks, striking terror into British
‘hearts ; who effected a temporary alliance with the Picts, preparatory
to turning against their British allies—of all which there is not a
‘word or & hint in the authority which he follows, and he had no

4

?@@:mwnmammmasxifc,mtis,mthesmry of the
‘two Jutish gangs, who, ving in meantime, undergone a sea-
change, have become ¢ three most powerful peoples of Germany
o wit, Saxons, Angles, Jutes’ ; how they ask for more food and
iquor, threatening rebellion if such were not forthcoming ; how
fdl_l_’_owed.upth_ei:thmatswithdeeds; how they *ravaged
:sdmnth:whulelmfaoeufthcpedshingialmdfmmthemm
sea ';hnwtheBﬁmmaﬁerhaving-mmmd
! or into the mountains rallied under Ambrosius
they then fought on equal terms with the in-
0 the year of the Siegedf':henadoniqslﬁl_l,which

X Egnln 5
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and those still called Jutes in ¢ Hampshire’. We find that those of
K er called themselves Jutes, but preferred to be known as
Cantware, which is simply Cantiaci translated into their speech,

The general conclusion is that all these Frisian-speaking folk
and others of whatever origin, both from within and without the
‘Roman Empire, entered into the composition of the Britanni, who
: Revolt of Maximus in 383 are found ° retaining the Roman

. not the law and custom’, and who later were sending
R
& gizing for what ev ey one and disparaging the
‘Roman name as a term of contempt. And all these Britanni, the
author of the de excidio, followed by Bede, mistook for Britons.
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are represented as genuine West Saxons; whereby too
f]lf mém between Gewisse, g]'?;es, and West Saxons are not only
.miﬁmd to the last degree, but (a more serious indictment) even
‘transmuted into struggles between West Saxons and impossible
Britons to the repeated, never varying discomfiture of the latter,
In brief, the West Saxon annalists for a desirable political end are
found not to be averse to disguising and to distorting the truth,
One may also add that they not only suppress the names of the Gewisse
and Jutes in the composition of the ‘ new Wessex’, but also com-
pletely ignore a third element, viz., the Britons of * Somerset’,
who actually retained their own princes (as at Glastonbury) down
o the tenth century®?,

From the confused welter of these West Saxon annals, the story
of the two Jutish gangs, who landed in ‘ Hampshire > as told in the
de excidio, may easily be distinguished. By their treatment of this
incident light is thrown on the mental approach of the annalists.
For whereas the de excidio opens out a wide view of the history of
ho for exactly one hundred and fifty years (514—664)
: against their neighbours, no indication is given
: is there any mention of the great battle,
tes were finally brought to a stand and ultimately
d i ._Wm&xsncmwn whmhbatﬂcwanheceiebmed
it%;l!adamcﬁlﬂ fought in 665, and wor the Jutes.
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3,whichhstmparncularservetohnngthehmkmtolmg

wiﬂtBede‘s'ﬂmmoux mishandling of the story of the * Saxon
advent’ as told in the de excidio.

The cyfarwydd or story-teller speaks merely to entertain, as

_ﬁen as not with his tongue in his cheek. The stories, as given here

by Nennius, are all formed upen that of Hengist and Horsa, Bede’s
'moﬁhﬂ same being the material on which he is working, into
fortunately he also works other and independent material

‘including what he knew of the * transit > of Octa from the Lowlands

w}s«mlmd into Kent. Thus he makes Hengist say to Vortigern
{ —

*1 will invite my son with his cousin, for they are warlike
men, to fight against the Scots. And you give them the districts
W are in the North, by the Wall, which is called Gwawl.’
‘And [Vortigern] commanded him toinvite them, And [Hengist]
mmemmnmmmmfony keels. And these, when they
*ﬂiied round the Picts, w;istcd th; Orlilh;cél:s;ands, agga came
tsccupwdvcry many districts beyo risian even
o the border of the Picts.
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-updmdan accession to their forces, they swept over the cantou
' zsfarastheanwlChannel effecting great destruction,
ession of * Hampshire’ and the Isle of Wight. As we
this is the historic event, which the author of the de excidio
treated as the first coming of the English into Britain.

N (825—844), RHODRI THE GREAT (844—877).

-Th: vent of Merfyn Frych, the Manxman, in whose reign
! , his book, inaugurated a new forceful period in Welsh
e days of Howel Dda (4.950) and Maorgan
eponym of Morgannwg. Merfyn became King
825, ‘and judging from the description of him as
may be regarded as either that of an oppressor
both. He was of high birth, descended

up to Cunedda Wledig, from the

up to Maxim Wletic, and also from Coel
in the western Lowlands through Llywarch
I{heged. His counwaxknowuas a rendez-
and an Irish wri ch concerned lest
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2 famous book attributed to Asser on the Life of Alfred,*® of which
and from which we have yet very much to learn, and without
it much might have still proved doubtful.

Thus, we gather among other things that at that time Wales
s known as Britannia (as first brought forward by Gweirydd
'Rhys)®” and its inhabitants as Britons (with no mention of Cymry) ;
1at the West Saxons were all of them by the Britons called Geguuis,
i.e., Gew-wys, the Gewisse, which is no small check on what Bede
says ; that Alfred on his mother’s side was a Jute  of the seed of
Stuf and Wihtgar’, Jutes, i.e., those who were ‘ admitted into the
island’ in 514, which corrects the impression left by the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle, that it was Offa who built the * great rampart
cen Britannia (i.c., Wales) and Mercia from sea to sea’, which
is the first known mention of Offa’s Dyke. We also learn that the
ﬁm of Rhodri Mawr succeeded their father in the rule of all
Wales outside the following ancient kingdoms in the south :—

‘Dyfed, whose ruler Hyfaidd.

under Brochfael and Ffernfael, sons of Meurig.

g3

3

-

sided with Alfred in his great stand against the Scandinavian
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Dida “the Good,’ and the latter as ‘ that most famous man %8, The
mprsivn I by thse o 03 bt Crmy e dpn e

" The realm of Morgannwg, which took its name from Morgan

of Gwer d_iffe:sfmmallthekinﬁctllams-;
respect, that it included the Romano- itish
(Weston under Penyard) and of Venta Silurum
: ler with the Roman fortress of Isca (Caerleon),
ing of Cardiff. Doubtless, this has proved a prime cause

a felt distinction between this portion of Wales and the rest.
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heard of Bede or his speculations, though the tales of
and Hors -hgmmdas evidenced by Nennius and Arme;

Nor do I refer to the activities of scholars, who were
evidently too stupid to preserve valuable memoranda of history such
as those partly rescued for us by Nennius. Perhadp:, not one or
two in a generation ever read Bede. But those who did or to whom
his ideas descended, a thoughtful and anxious few such asare found
: e ressing effect, which conveyed to others, spread

. Ridic as these ideas were, they amounted
th.is, that the Britons of Wales were the Britanni of

hac come to suspect that they were a losing
therdvme_wnsthe'tmth. They were well on
nation.

r the effect that a suspicion of this kind would have
irited peo; Their grip on what they held would
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THE AGE OF THE PRINCES.”

FHATEVER the difference in opinion on the character
A/ of Tudor policy in Wales, the Act of Union of 1536, it

mnstberecogmzed,broughtmaclosethepenodofin.
-depmdemgmwth for Welsh political and legal institutions. National
onsciousness henceforth developed in jsolation from the mechanism
of the state, finding ultimate expression in institutions of a non-
] kind. But was it the inevitable fate of Wales to become
@ stateless nation ? In answer to that question it can at least be said
that all the | nuulmesofnormalfohnmlgmw:hwcmpment
in medizval Wales. In this lecture I propose to examine some of
those potentialities, and to indicate the dnecuon given to them
by the thirteenth century princes of Gwynedd

Most of you, it can be assumed, are familiar with Gerald’s
description of social and political conditions in Wales at
of the twelfth century. You will recall the following
about the habits of his fellow-countrymen. “ They
themselves with trade, shipping or manufnmuel,

rith h: lny other occupation except training for war .
‘yweryonc \ :'anthe_produced'animx]s,mm,mlk,m
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the 1200, the old concept of galanas, it is known, had
Aot different attitude towards crime, serious
hcmg:henpumshedbyduthmdmuloonﬁscamof
at the hands of the state. Thelawymwercnowah]g
between crime and what we should call civil injury—
ht{unayﬁdm (felony) and cam or anghyfraith (wrong or unlawful
a number of offences were ed as crimes

- society. As far as homicide was concerned, the laws make

) tbnapmodofumunonprecededthemergemcofg
al jurisprudence. A phase of ment can
! in which galanas was still exacted, butmwhlch ultimate
: ' y for its payment rested upon the individual and not
the cenedl—i.e., the family group to the ninth degree. It is also
that it was not always an easy matter for the culprit to collect
_t. as to enable him to escape the extreme penaltyof
The requirements of the old law, it would appear, were

—ies galanas

devised for these new
for example, where the
provxdcd that ﬂ!_ defendant
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guwely. The point to

§os

by fixed and static boundaries. Many of these tribes, such
of Marchudd ap Cynan oﬁufrbewmceg It-}:é:kdd' wgregle very old,
origins, MOreover, can to single family
nts. The arable land of the first settlement was in time
d between the sons or grandsons of the founder, each son or
ning thus the owner of a guwely—literally a bed or
d a founder of a gwelygordd (clan). In later
on asthefamihenassoc:al:gguh each clan grew blln ioumbgr,
Tecessary to carve out common new arable holdings
creasing agricultural needs. When a clansman died,
enlarged gwely was subject to partible succession

ording to the principle which had given rise

be stressed is this:

r 4 rural area by successive generations of the clan,
ntinuous practice of dividing individual inheritances,
_rise, as a rule, to new clan properties (gwelyau), as
intained in his work on the “ Tribal System in Wales”.
f land, old or new, which had been appropriated for
remained a part of one of the original gwiyau of the tribe.

as gwelygordd (clan), and
single entity. Circuit,

Circuit,

modelled in the texts a:
ant could object the
affinity to the plaintil
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almost e:clusivdz;u'l'hat book, of course,
court, asls try to prove later on,

archaic matter. Such is not the case
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administrator of the local royal estates. But that was not the
of the chancellor’s office, Let us return to the reference of
date found in the Laws of the Court. In the traditional list of twenty-
claims the first place in the hall, and sits next to the king at table,

duty “to stand and be in the place of the ki
in his absence, in every thing; and when he
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militant nature, and Wales in our period was no exception ption to the
m The bards from the later fourteenth century onwards were ﬂa"
ss animated by two great passions : anardcntdcvouontotbgh-
mmmymdadeephosnhty towards England, and they became
mmﬂﬁmglblz propagandists of the movement which began in the
m century. In the latter half of this century, the bards
rately set about the task of rousing Wales to take up arms
on behalf of her freedom and for this purpose they made

,"_ an old prophecy that a hero named Owain would some day come
ﬁmm!hemmmque:theSnons to drive them back whence
'&J had come, and to restore the ancient glories of the
This prophecy was now used on behalf of definitely historical figures,
‘most of whom at the zenith of their power, were acclaimed by th
‘h:nds, each in his turn, as the undoubted Son of Prophecy, y Mab

the long-expected Owain.
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; pmpomons, becommg a rising such as Wales had
not seen since the days of Llywelyn. Owain himself issued a pro-
cla which he described the object of the revolt :

the oﬂsgng of Wales out of the captivity of our Enghgh
‘who time past oppressed us and our ancestors.”

‘Welsh ﬁmlmd to lns suppott and at first he swept all befi

his object, and in restoring the
2 Hemada his headquarters at Harlech when at
pmr, and in 1404 summoned a counml' D
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deprived of all their splendour, while Guto’r Glyn com-
Edward IV that the Welsh are born in servitude, the prey
,an&;mploresmmtocomcmthmrescueandcurbﬂm

Gwatmo’ngeni-yngacth
Gan ladron, gwna lywodraeth ;
Dyred, dy hun, Edwart hir
I firwyno cyrff rhai anwir. (Gwaith Guto’r Glynlw..]

.a ten to suggest that the severity of the
Laws has andandthatonthemsanonofhmtﬂmu

e --omthoughtheyremmnedonthnstamtebo,ok
James 1. Thistendmcyxsnntsupportedbytﬁe
they were certainly enforced quite stnngentlymthe
mrymdwmmcetenewedd .




72

Throughout the century, they watched eagerly for one who might
become the national leader, and when the Wars of the Roses broke
out in England, involving many Welsh gentry also, they redoubled
efforts to make use of this most sordid war as a bid for freedom,

Rising, repeatedly urging Welsh leaders to continue the work of
Glyn D#r and begging them not to sheathe the sword of Owain :E
the Glen : “ Na weinia gledd Owain Glyn,” They directed Welsh
attention quite impartially to the Lancastrian Tudors and the Yorkist

Herberts of Gwent and even to Edward IV, who had some Welsh
blood in him, as each in turn became prominent, extolling them as )

national leaders and imploring them to restore Welsh freedom.

thtdzuhofﬁwmnGlynD&r,thcag:Fesnftbsm
y ‘became centred upon the Tudor f: 'y’ofl’t:rl.lrlynycj.ﬁE

clearly regarded this war as a continuation of the Glyn Dwr

N

&
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n placing the descendant of Cgflaz?ladlrdnfr the throne of Englang.
Lewis Glyn Cothi, that redoubtable old Nationalist, com lains tg
Richard Herbert, constable of Aberystwyth, that life is sﬁfl full o
sorrow and tl!IlzI fotﬁ'erbbdndage of (t;hosie in bond'é worse than ever,
Llywelyn ap Hywel ab Ieuan ap Goronwy of Glamorgan is ever =
more explicit, for he regards the splendid effort made by Wales on
Henry’s behalf as wasted effort. The Welsh, he says, are simply
the servants of the men of Anglesey, Jasper and Harry, who prefer
the men of the North (i.e. England) to those of their own nation : 3

Gwae ni, daearu dirym

Hil Ga:a:hu, mor ofer m;ddl
Gwleddach ymhlith arglwyddi
Gweision gan w§r Mén ym ni. . . .
Gwell gan Siaspar a Harri

Y gwir o’r Nordd na’n gwir ni
Ymddiried mae enaid Moén

Eleni i'w elynion.

(Some 15th Century Bards of Glamorgan Ixxxv)
e
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“ slaughter ”, and who in his anger would “ burn as far as ;
and on the eve ofHenry Tudor’s expedition yet another poet ans
nounced that the whole of Wales was ready to welcome him, * aq
o drive the descendants of Rhonwen headlong from this island®,
To those who believed in the prophecies it now appeared thatm 4
faith had been vindicated. The Crown of London was a 3
by a Welshman of the race of Cadwaladr, and in Lewis G]yncutw.
words : “ the contemptuous wrath of the English has been of no

rise of a second Owain who would come with “ tumult” ang

| VIII'S Welsh
Henry reigned for twenty-four years, but his policy showed genﬁml
],hﬂemdm han.ng.beenmﬁuencedl’:ythendeas of the poets against the

just quoted. An Italian who publi_shed a description of England the Catholic Po

composed a cywyddtocomphmo # H sneglec:oftheW___
gndmutedthat“}asperandﬂmypr r the men of the N
to our men”. chry’sprmapalcarcwasthesecuntyofh:sthm
udhegavescmtattennontoWelshaﬁ'mts Yet in a number
secondary matters he found means of indicating his sense of
debtedness to the nation which had cjplmvu:ied him with a path to
the crown. A series of charters which he granted to certain
and districts in North Wales extended specific privileges to their
citizens, and many of the gentry who had supported his cause
1 mchas]asperTudnr,SithysspThmsandW
; d of Penrhyn, were rewarded with office and ads
means the administration of the affairs '
stlnaen,whﬂwcrctherebypm' de
pt_ar_mmncyofthenew :
publwl flew the '
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of South Wales. In 1529, when Ferrers came to

preside at his Court, some of his officials came into violeng muﬁm
with Sir Rhys’s tenants. A few days later Sir Rhys, supported bc;
a number of armed retainers, appeared in person before

castle and demanded the release of one of his servants from custod:
The affair ended with his own arrest and imprisonment in the
castle, A charge was subsequently brought against him in London
and the proceedings dragged on for two years. He was released
after the first hearing, then rearrested and confined to the Tower,
and released again. Ultimately he was accused of treason, foumi
guilty, and beheaded on December 4th, 1531. It appears that the
charge brought against him was one of plotting to cause an in-
surrection in Wales in support of James V of Scotland’s designs on
the English Crown. The evidence adduced to sustain the
charge was flimsy, but weightier considerations than justice to
individuals were in the scale during those critical years of Henry
VIIDs reign. After the execution of Sir Rhys ap Gruffydd, and
the forfeiture of his possessions, Henry could rest satisfied that
the most powerful family in Wales had been overthrown.

Politically, the condition of Wales at this time was one of dis-
order and confusion, even of chaos. There was no uniformity in
law or administration to provide a framework for the country’s
historic unity of language and culture. The English shire system
was 'akcady established in the counties of Anglesey, Caernarvon,
Merioneth, Cardigan, Carmarthen and Flint, and its introduction
had commenced also in Glamorgan and Pembroke. The rest of
the country was still divided into Lordships of the March, terri-
tories which had been carved out of Wales by semi-independent
barons during the Norman aggression, and governed by them as
personal dominions. The effective independence of these lord-
ships, it is true, was a thing of the past and many of them, including
some of the largest, had become Crown possessions. Nevertheless,
Wales had never been assimilated to the English political system,
and the king’s writ had no authority in the courts of the Marcher
lordships. The shires were not represented at Westminster and
even the mediaeval Welsh law had not everywhere been entirely
superseded. In many districts neither Welsh nor English law was
effective and the rule of the outlaw persisted in the sturdy tradition
of the fifteenth century. It was possibly this latter factor that
gave the Government most immediate cause for anxiety and im-
pelled it to energetic action.

The first step taken was the appointment of Bishop Rowland
Lee as President of the Council of the Marches in May, 1534. This
Council had been in existence since the previous century, but until
the bishop’s appointment was a mere shadow. It was now trans-
formed into an instrument fitted to bring the fear of the law to the
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farthest reaches of the land. In 1532 Sir Edward Croft, one of
its officials, complaining that Wales was “ far out of order” and
that many murderers escaped unpunished for their crimes, had
urged that “‘ some man ., . ., be sent down to us to use the sword
of justice where he shall see cause, throughout the anpahty
Otherwise the Welsh will wax so wild, it will not be easy to bring
them to order again”., Rowland Lee’s commission to Wales was
Thomas Cromwell’s answer to this request.

Lee was described by one of Cromwell’s spies as “an earthly
beast, a molc,mdmenemy;tonﬂgféylumingmﬂwoﬂiceof
his damnation—a papist, an idolater, a
observer testified that he :;a;e“ not uﬂ'abbjemm any of t&e Walshrie®.
Undismayed by bloodshed he was a . pursuer of men, more
at ease inthe horseman’s habit than the tly garb, and for .
years, till his death in 1543, he pitilessly unted the felons and out-
laws of Wales and the March. His operations were facilit
from the outset by the enactment during the three years 1534—6
a series of laws of which one aimed at preventing the escape of offe
ers from Wales to the Forest of Dean or across the Severn, while
another empowered ]tilub President of the Council gg Ma
to punish jurymen who brought in verdicts contrary / 2
'Ith: bﬂl’illg of arms and the holding of cymhorthau were also
prohibited, and power given to officials in English counties to pros-
ecute for offences committed in the Marcher

Who were these offenders whom the bish pumedsandntﬂ
lessly to the scaffold ? In his view they were. merely thieves and
highway robbers. The historian ‘however,

i
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ing for their land and freedom, and it is improbable thar s
sgvm!hid been mtnélfy obliterated even though two Tudors mt
cupied the throne of England. '

Pacification by sword and scaffold were, however, merely the
first steps of the settlement which Henry and Cromwell envisaged
for Wales. In due time Rowland Lee was made to understand that
the scourge he wielded was only the harsh prelude to a subtler and
more pliant policy, which he could neither commend nor su
The new orientation was announced in the Act of Union uxl 1536
and was doubtless the fruit of long meditation on the king’s part.
Tts germ may be seen in a letter on Irish affairs which Henry wrote
to Lord Surrey in 1520, in which, having declared his despair of
ever being able to reduce the Irish lords by war and violence, he
uxﬁmdthe hope of winning their co-operation and allegiance “ by
sober ways, politic drifts, and amiable persuasions, founded in law
and reason, rather than by rigorous dealing”.! ~ Treated thus,
Henry argued, they could be led to identify their interests with his.
This was the policy propesed for Wales by the Act of Union. In
Treland it failed, but in Wales, where it could be firmly founded
on the national regard for the Welsh origin of the Tudors, its success
was so overwhelming that its nature and fruits are only today being
fully understood.

Thl_spur_poseandintention of the Act is thus set forth in the

.« « . .. by cause that in the same Countrey, Principalitie
and dominion dyvers rights, usages, laws and customes be farre
discrepant frome the lawes and customes of this Realme ; an
also by cause that the people of the same dominion ha
do daily use a speche nothing like ne cons E
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and by the institution of the Courts of Great Sessions to adminste
Enghsjltx law in Wales. It was stated in the Act of 1536 that the mf
ation of local institutions was necessary because of the expense and
inconvenience to litigants involved in a journey from Wales to the
London courts. Accordingly the Act of 1542 provided for the
holding of courts twice annually in each of the Welsh counties,
except Monmouthshire, by the Justices of the Great Sessions. This
system continued until its abolition in 1830. Monmouthshj
howevyer, was detached for juridical purposes from the rest of Wales
and subjected to the jurisdiction of the Westminster courts, It is
notorious that this provision has for centuries been quoted to sustain
the claim, contrary to all the evidence of history and affinity, that
Monmouthshire is an English county. In addition to the establish-
ment of the Courts of Great Sessions, the authority of the Council
of the Marches, with its Court at Ludlow, was confirmed and ex-
tended. This Council, originally created in the fifteenth century,
continued to function until 1689 apart from a period of abeyance
during the Civil War and Protectorate. It was subject to the direc-
tion of the Privy Council and exercised authority throughout the
thirteen Welsh counties and the four English counties of Shrop-
shire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire and Gloucestershire. It will thus
be seen that, in spite of the Tudor Government’s desire to remcve
every feature which distinguished Wales from England, in admin-
istrative practice this did not prove feasible at the time,

Unlike the later Acts of Union of 1707 and 1800, which res-
pectively united the national parliaments of Scotland and Ireland
with that of England, the Act otp;§36 did not abolish a Welsh Parl-
iament. The Norman and Edwardian conquest had denied Wales
the possibility of developing parliamentary institutions, and by 1536

sense the Act of 1536 was merely the completion of a process which
had been manifest locally and intermittently for centuries.

Even o the purpose of the first of the Acts of Union, as of those
that followed it, was to bring about uniformity within the realm.
Impelled by what appeared to them to be political and military
Decessity, its promoters believed that a state uniform in speech and

be better equipped to meet the threat of foreign
mwasthe view of cultural values. By this time the
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turies Welsh capital city, acting as a focus for the national
:Llllnm, w:E:n mepmmmm English writers r.herfbym:hem quﬂi?&
the word ‘ci ', meaning thereby the qualitie
}M;Waud gentility of which London was, in their m
obvious centre and source. Among the educated classes it ieved
that this metropolitan virtue could be transplanted
with tender nurture and a modicum of faith, made to g
of Gwedir,

Atbmtlﬁ‘ifdw&w?m" i
life. In Eng century
the flowering of the Englis

=

the Welsh gentry heartily and un:
Tudfrmnew order. To them as a class o
increased wealth. foens of s, a
the change in the t
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. Uni iﬁelfwaswelmmcdandapplaudedbym .
of the Welshmdass who expressed an opinion thepenr,
s as Salesbury and Humfrey Llwyd decl;
been liberated from slavery and oppression .
d ith The view of Dr. David Powel was |
nothing so beneficial had ever happened to the common eaple
Wales as thnolf{m::l:, a:ilmrdmgfm Georgé: Owen of Henliy
e government of Wales *“ reformed » during VIIPs
eign and “ sweete and wholesome Lawes > provided m lan%:
hen the union of Scotland and England was being canvassed
during the reign of James I, reference was frequently made to the
precedent which had proved so successful in Wales, The crowning
paean of praise was uttered by Edmund Burke in a glowing passage

:

"

i
i
E

g%
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From that moment, as by a charm, the tumults subsi
obedience was restored ; peace, order and civilisation fo

in the train of liberty. the day-star of the
constitution had arisen in their hearts, all was harmony,
Indeed, the only important critic of the Act of Union

Bishop Rowland Lee. He, however, was a survival from the
century, and he failed 1o sense the subtlety and flexibility
Tudor policy. In his view to appoint Wels as i
peace would be merely to invite felons to judge felo
thieves I found them”, he declared in 1537, “and thieves 1
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The traditional qualities of the Welsh gentry did not, of co
disappear overnight, Much litigation was caused by the effort nné
strain involved in fitting Welsh society into an English legal frame.
work, and innumerable local disputes and family feuds are recorded
in such sources as the Star Chamber Proceedings and the Wynn
Papers. Discussing the latter Professor A. H. Dodd observes :

The abiding impression. . . . . is that, till late in the seven-
teenth century at least, English party labels were but a veneer

in Wales ; the blood-tie and the blood-feud were the solid
realities. 4

It would at present be premature to attempt to write the polit-

ical history of this period, the documentary materials of which still’

await much research and interpretation. The State Papers for
1598—9 contain the intri ing statement that five hundred Welsh-
men served under Hugh O *Neill, Earl of Tyrone in Ireland, during
his campaign against the English.® The report affirms that the
Welshmen believed that Tyrone was a descendant of Owain Glyn-
dwr, that he had friends in Wales and had been proclaimed Prince
of Wales, and that Tyrone wasa Welsh name, “ Tir Owain”. What
basis there was for this report, who these Welshmen were and what
was their motive, is not known. It is, however, known that the
forces which accompanied the Earl of Essex to Ireland on his ill-
starred expedition against Tyrone in 1599 included a number of
Welshmen, in spite of a warning contained in the above-mentioned
report that Welshmen could not be trusted to fight against the Irish.
There is also preserved among the State Papers a manuscript book,
dedicated to Essex, which purports to set forth reasons why Ireland
should be kept in perpetual subjection to England. It describes
Ireland as the back-armour of England, and adds the following
enigmatic observation :

It is very certain that, if that back part of the armour should
miscarry, and be cut off from England (as God forbid it should)
it would make the old brutes of Wales to look about them more
than they do now.*

In 1601 the Earl of Essex, aimin ing at regaining his former in-
in Government circles and pre-eminence at Court, com-
mitted himself to an act of armed rebellion in London. He pos-
sessed extensive estates in South-West Wales, and his foﬂowg
included a not inconsiderable percentage of Welshmen, led by
Gelly Meyrick. A band of Welsh gentry, riding to London to
ﬁdhﬁmwnonlypersuzdzdwdmonnmethelourmybythew
of the failure of the rebellion. Bishop David Mathew in The Celtic
Arch. Camb. 1

3 927, p. 204.
P A s Paprs (Irish), 1598—9, p. 462,
6. Ibid,, so07.
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Renaissance Europe, maintains that the Welsh squires
P”f:é’ t: "tge Ignefr:rreux, Earls of Essex, for protection ggcmm ves
2:1 their anclent %ust‘;cms Mlﬁclfei ﬂ:t.- eIr'lcmach:mmh: ot 8 - offici ,:
® ulﬁm(}m::aw;l b?: discerned the last manifestation of the muog
]:;ircit of the old Welsh u-ismmc;rt, the _l::e o{cngs:m t?mwbﬂt e

ires united * to support a ite citizen .

stﬁa;%ﬂﬁth arms”.” Thereafter %nnghsh gmnmﬂ;-en of wm
own 1 perfectly effective”. Within ‘alf a_f?e.:;:uxy ,m e
wndsons of these squires would again ride 10 meha,rlu -
gic in a vain but absolute loyalty, to defend ng
Engl,and against enemies sprung from his own people.

Complaints against the Council of the Marches at Ludlow were
frequent. It was accused of r:oﬂ-uptu_m,.pm:n:amalnp,iﬁt B o
delay, negligence and waste. Yet, while 1;f lmtedwd;’ o i

lcnc:wledgement of the distinctiveness i Rigg-a
%Funguished President was Sir Hﬂ Sidney nnFt ﬁwM e
long period Luq.lov;‘ t:as the g;l:lc wthoug_h_ Ethe u.lhlll’ll,’ d’mreyl
gn?:l::h ?:tﬁony. It was there in 1634 that Milton’s Comus

was performed, in which Wales was saluted, with unconscious
irony, as -
An old and haughty nation, proud in arms.
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The history of the early Welsh members of Parliament e
has been iritten by Professor. A- H. Doods They Gt s
find their feet immediately, but in the course of time a few of
number, such as Sir John Perrot, came to play a Prominent p:

the general business of Parliament. They were usually W,
of the land-owning class, though occasionally an Englis
found in their ranks. Matters -oncerning Wales anq

g
E

toasted _cheese. One
Wales (1640), written |
Fawr, dispiay: -an“ o e

has described as *° messianic

worthy gentleman always vigorously asserted his nationality but
nevertheless never tired of extolling the Union with England. Over
forty of his speeches are recorded. Their unfailing subject was the
i‘ﬁm In the condition of Wales broughtabout by the Union,
ility of uniting Scotland with England in similar
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century. “ He who denies his father and mother, his country s
histli?guge”, said Gruffydd Robert, “ will never be gm‘}?f.{ :;f ;
tuous”, The same period witnessed the birth of the Antimso
Movement, This movement, however, was tog frequently anjma.

ted by an interest in the Welsh past as a dead relic rather mﬂ"’m: .
the history of a living nation. For many of the Welsh historians
of this time Welsh history had ended in 1282, or at the latest with
Henry Tudor’s accession in 1485, Mention must nevertheless he
made of one of the antiquarians, Robert Vaughan of Hengwrt (1597
1667), for the outstanding collection of manuscripts which he go.

cumulated became one of the indispensable foundation-stones of
‘modern Welsh scholarship, B

Among the masters of Welsh prose in the seventeenth century
was Morgan Llwyd, but his political thought and viewpoint were
not Welsh. On the other hand Charles Edwards adopted an un- -
deniably national and patriotic attitude in his Hanes y Ffydd
Ddiffuant, particularly in his treatment of the Welsh princes, but
even he adds that the rebellion of Owain Glynd#r was harmful to
Wales because it was the occasion of the penal legislation of Henry
IV. He lavishes praise on Henry VIII for extending to Welshmen
“the same privileges, freedom and justice” as the English en-
joyed, and declares further: * The English, who formerly were
ravenous wolves, have for us become cherishing shepherds. . . s
: isopenmustooandwvareasfrecmlivethm d
as our ancestors before they lost it”. The i i

continued to flow from the press in England even after g:mm
the Civil

War. A notorious specimen is Wallography (1682), which
thus passes judgment on the Welsh language.

babitants being a little raised do begin to

cashiered out :):f _t_'gentlemm'; houses. . . . :
the stars prove lucky) there may e some glimmering b
MﬂwBﬁr:ih : may be quite ex
English’d out of Wales.!

9
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atmosphere of the English, dreary wretches,” where he ined am;
“inhospitable churls”. His elegy on the death of Wil P Va amid
of Corsygedol shows that, in spite of his admiration for the Tudom,

he had perceived the tragedy of the ancient Welsh aristocracy ;

To the gluttonous great ones of our land
Corruption came from England ;
.Up;;)n'th;:m.an-d r..heir c;hil'tlre.n t.heu' c;hoicc
Has brought a curse, and oblivion.

But his nationalism expressed itself most forcibly when he
condemned the contemporary policy, consistently and rigorously
pursued, of appointing Englishmen of anti-Welsh views to occupy
the Welsh episcopal sees. Ieuan Fardd, though only a poor curate
without hope of preferment, was a Welsh scholar unrivalled in his
generation. It embittered him beyond words to see that the Church
he served was being deliberately usedas an instrument of Anglicisa-
tion in Wales. “ As Bishops,” he said * we have only worthless
grasping self-seekers, who endeavour to deprive us of the light of
God’s Word in our own language.” Elsewhere he adds that “ our
Bishops look upon me, I believe in my conscience, with an evil eye
because I dare have any affection for my country, language, and
antiquities, which in their opinion, had better been lost and forgotten’!

There were occasions when these bishops appointed monoglot
English clergymen to livings in Welsh-speaking districts of Wales.
Once, at least, this policy was publicly challenged. When a certain
Dr. Bowles, an Englishman, was granted the living of Trefdraeth in
Anglesey proceedings were taken against him inthe Court of Arches
in London, by the churchwardens of Trefdraeth, with the help and
support of the Cymmrodorion Society. The court rejected a plea
for his removal from Trefdraeth, but e sed the opinion that
such appointments should not in future be made. The most reveal-

ing aspect of the case was the argument of counsel for the defend-
ant, which ran as follows :—

Wales is a conquered country, it is proper to introduce
the English langusge, and it 1s the duty mgthebishnps to en-
deavour to promote the English, in order to introduce the lan-
CEgP. It has always been the policy of the legislature to
introduce the English language into Wales. We never heard
of an act of parliament in Welsh. . . . . .The English language
is, by act of parliament, to be used in all the courts of judicature
14. Ibid., 201, 182.

|
i
|
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i , and an English Bible to be kept in all thedmgdm
!ngﬁg,Mtbywmpmmufmmw.W%Mw_
mmmm attain to the knowledge of the English.X

we have an uncompromising :e::::;mmt of ’lﬁﬁ

policy. The Welsh language was regarded . abmuﬁmm
po Act of Parliament acknowledged its legal existence between :
md lsaﬁ. - o - -
Onemadmthowmmmded,beﬁt:fﬂ;eh?ﬁ of ﬂ:e
iohteenth oenmr?,inWthh‘h‘?P“m"“mﬁlmj tound Buske
gcgcl;.me effective éven in the political field. ' ta 175 Edmund Burke
announced his intention of bringing i::;ﬁmuona se:iﬂ : afmﬂm mbe&nw
Parliament for the reform of certain ir : : tices

incipality of Wales and the County Pahune L
grmtggahmty commodious administra uonnfmwmd e bis
Later in 1782, Burke withdrew this measure anc expiais
in the following statement : T

hadbeenmbcqmpmth‘c:mm__:_
md%:ﬁmwiﬁhﬂxﬂ&,@tﬂg@mﬂd ef
reality meant as an attack upon the
full of this idea ; and as lon ast
he would not force his
he would wait till time and b
wrought a change in their of
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judicature, but they also had their own treasuries. Burke followeq
Lord Coke in his view that there was a mystery regarding the Ch,
granted to the first Prince of Wales. He blamed Henry :
restoring the Duchy of Lancaster, and he also implied, |
he did not actually say so, that he was also to be blamed for mahﬁc i)

his son, Arthur, Prince of Wales. (Before that date there had beer a

00 Prince of the whole of Wales). bo.en
(IL) The second point in Burke’s speech was that it was a ‘i‘;
Waste of money to maintain this provincial separation, There had 0
of recent years been a great decrease in the revenues received by
the king from his estates in Wales, and it had not been found pos-
sible to increase them. With the exception of Montgomeryshire,
the king was Lord of the Manor in North Wales, and accordingto
Professor Dodd?, the king’s rights to a great deal of common land o
and mountain had been forgotten, and in spite of the manorial
court, free holders and tenants did not pay the rents due on much
of the land. By 1787 North Wales® debts in rents to the Crown
amounted to £32,000. Office-seckers and pensioners were sent f.'
to collect the debt, but Professor Dodd does mot refer to John
Probert, of whom Burke makes mention in his speech, the man who
Was sent to the mountains of North Wales to collect more money.
He was pald £300 a year for his enterprise, but he failed to collect
a penny.

Probert, thus armed, and accoutred,—and paid, pr
ed on his adventure ;—but he was no sooner TTiV

opnﬁnesofWales,thana]lWalcswssinarmsm-m?z{ i
That nation is brave, and full of spirit. Since the invasion
of King Edward, and the massacre of the bards, there d

was such a tumult, 2 'm, and uproar, through
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In 1817, the House of Commons ai

inted a special Mmmittee
m:mmm-mdﬂsmmwmpﬁdmm. Oc:acenm
of the death of the Chairman, the Right Honm'.‘lrable Pon-

sonby, it sat the second time, under
Cawdor, and in 1821 it produced

its final rt. In 1828
Earl Cawdor sent a letter to Lord L T —

cellor, advocating the abolition of the
that the plan which he favoured was
half a century Previously, which was

: to unite the province of Wales
and the province of Chestermtthmwn,mdmbrmg irectly
. The intention of his

under its judica

1o inmrﬁomte the findings of the first report regaj-ding law .
in Cheshire and Wales in a Parliamentary Bill. Wales, however,
expressed her opinion on the matter before ght

before Parliament.

Accounts of the meetings held in Wales are found in §
Gomer, The Cambrian Quarterly Magazine, The Cambrian,

theChalrmmhipofE;ﬂl

yndhurst, the Lord Chan-
Great Sessions, and t.

the one proposed by Burke
them

courts
the Bill could be by

amendment, the origina
unanimously. Two mectings
the former of which,
was held in the town
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freeholders of that county. Three petitions were sent to the Houge
of Lords. Lord Dynevor presented one from the freeholders anq
other inhabitants of Carmarthenshire against the con-
templated in the Welsh judicature.* Lord Eldon presented ope
from the gentlemen, clergy and free-holders of Pembrokeshire
against any change in the system of the Welsh judicature, and 5
similar petition from the mayor, burgesses and inhabitants of the
town of Haverfordwest.’®* Lord Eldon pleaded in the House of
Lords against the abolition of the Great Sessions. These petitions,
to quote the technical language of the House, were ¢ left on the table’,
and it is on the table that they have remained.

The first reading of the bill took place in the House of Commons
on March 9, 1830 ; the second reading on A ril 27, and the third
on July 7 (not July 17 as wrongly stated by ngs & Jones, and by
Llewelyn Williams, for the House did not sit that day.) The am-
endments of the House of Lords were accepted on July 22, and the
Act is dated July 23, 1830.1¢ Time does not allow me 1o dwell on
all the points raised in the various debates on the measure, and at-
tention must be focussed on a few of them. The speech of the
Attorney General, Sir J. Scarlett, during the first reading, is too
legally technical for me, but I can understand the last phrase in the
following sentence from his speech during the second i
phrase which betrays the true purpose of the bill :—

The Welsh Coum,hesnidwerccumbrousandexpem
sive machines ; they held ten sittings in each assize town—
they hurried through cases with unseemly rapidity, allow-
ing no chance either for compromise or accommodation;
above all, they were different from the English Courts.}®

He admitted that there was opposition in Wales to the measure :

He then noticed the extreme horror which some Welsh
counties seemed to entertain of being combined with others.!®
Buthedid not mention the petitions against abolition which had come
from Wales. He preferred to repeat the old subterfuge practised
the lawyers who framed the Act of Union, namely that the Wels
would receive the same advantages as their neighbours. The Eng-
lish have a genius for disguising their self-interest as mgn.lmlmg
The second reading was held at eleven o’clock at night, April 27,
1830, and Mr. John Jones, the member for Carmarthen, hinmi nted
that the Government had chosen that late hour as so many Welsh
members had left, and he vainly tried to have the debate postponed.

bl e vk o
1 25, i
mdza An Act for the more :f{,SmJ;i administration of Justice in England
N e =00 a . VOL IV,
1s. Hansard, . ... Vol Col 1179,
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is speech i the second debate he said that the members of the
i :n Lawmcommission—Sugem uet, H. J. sm
CQT-II:U Alaerson, James Parker, and John i unac-
B e s s b o
He:;zt:?nonth?“ 4 nmfawof.bolmugmmc(m
mm.butmm&mmmmm. B R e
H i hire twenty three Pt AT
the Prices, and the Lloyds, not to mention Colonel I
member for the county. On the petition gt o
marthenshire, by an agent ofLord Cawdor, M w =
o e i e e
iﬁagﬁa?u?only able to secure seventeen votes at T
Carmarthen. Two gdunir;es only,

d for abolition : _ e
mdﬁhyasmuypnpofmmm._:
Moreover, the English themselves had agreec
of the Welsh judicial system were

features in the English system. = Legal fecorts f00
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The principle was, tucompletethcunionbm
Jand snd Wales and. give Wales the pecs. of English juies"
ture 18

Colonel Wood, the member for B

Wales was as odious as would be the use of French in the law

ofﬂ%ghnd Sir Christopher Cole, the member for Glamorgan, -
also for abolition and Mr. Frankland Lewis, the member for Rad-
norshire, sat on the fence.

~We thus see that the Welsh people, taking them all jn all,
were fairly unanimous against the abolition of the Courts of Great
Sessions, but that their Iepresentatives in Parliament, particularly
the Wynnes, and other titled members, were not so unanimous,
is true that it was on account of distance from London, and not
A recognition in any way by the Tudor lawyers of Welsh nati
unity that Wales had been granted this Court in the reign of
VIII (Monmouthshire did not come witl:sin its authoﬁgn %
grounds of its pre proximity to London), but it is equ [
that by the end of the cighteenth nd the beginning

—-15:3, Scotland in 170 e s b

%gndon Parliament am}m the English in that assembly co

resentatives of the three other
policy was to eliminate a




Government to Wales, and incurred its wrath. The Go
simplyhndmputmmdmrebeﬂioninEnglandmdwm ,
icularly in Wales, for should not the barbarians of that untry be !
thankful and content after the abolition of the Great Sessions and |
d:em:ionmthempfgheblessingsofﬁugliahlaw?fx :

lntheHouse'quommons,onthe 10th of March, 1846, Mr.
William Williams, the member for Coventry, requested the Govern-
ment to send a Crown Commission to examine the state of education
in Wales, and to discover what facilities existed there to teach
lish to the people. I shall mention a few points in Mr. Williams’s }
:E_ecth.“ He stated that enquiries had been made into the state '
education in every part of England, Scotland and Ireland, but
not in Wales, and that a splendid system of education had been set
upinltelmd,asysmmwhichwculdrmovealltheillsofthatdis-
tracted country, and lead her to a state of Irish prosperity. Nation-
alists like Thomas Davis, were not of the same opinion as Mr. Wil-
liams regarding this system of education. It was a noble tribute to
that system that Irishmen were dying of hunger owing to the failure
of the potato crop,and to the fact that wheat was being filched from
the country, at the very time that Mr. Williams was addressing
Pu!iameoz;;. cIl-Ie also helfd that Scotland, too, had had an excellent
system education, for it had succeeded in eliminating every
difference between a Scot and an Englishman,

If the Welsh had the same advantage for educaticn as
the Scotch, they would, instead of appearing a distinct people
in no respect differ from the English. Would it not, then,

bewisdomandsoundpolicytosendthcﬂngﬁshschwimasw
among them ? 20

He stated that the greatest obstacle in Wales was the Welsh

The people of that country laboured under a peculiar
difficulty from the existence of an ancient language.! :

Government Commissions of the past

e e pan s Tt e et s
rsings, and at Merthyr Tydil, and had shown in bis
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in 18 only of 47 schools in these parts
oni’:lt?e few}: who were htg;ante. among
, a goodly proportion were monoglo
ﬁ:i::da to the report of t_he Rgv H. L.
out an enquiry in the same ﬂm _
the Education Council of the Privy

It should be borne in mind that .
in South Wales, is one that
the neighbourhood in which
efficient schoolmasters is kept
a body of police or soldiery.

cheaper than soldiers.
the Welsh, particularly the i
obedient, respectful,

Mr. Wil]ie’}ms, l]l
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The people’s ignorance of the English lan
tically prevents the working of the laws andgiun:%iet,ug:w
and impedes the administration of justice s o

out the examination, upon which Mr. Williams withdrew his moti
and accepted the Government proposal, %

The last to speak was Mr. Williams Wynne, who said that he
knew little of South Wales, but that he did know North Wales, and
that he could tesify that the landlords of the North had not forgotten
their duties to the peasan > and that both Churchmen and Non-
conformists had been busy setting up schools in every parish The
difficulty in the North was the large extent of some of the parishes,
and the difficulty in the South was the sudden rise in population;

hence a system of education could not be set up in the twinkling
of an eye,

Towards the end of 1847, the Inspectors, Mr. Lingen, Mr. H
R. Vaughan Johnson, and Mr. Jelinger Cookson Symonds published
their Reports separately. The following year, Mr. William Wil-
liams published two letters, A Letter to the Right Honourable Lord

John Russell and A Second Letter on the present defective state of

education in Wales. The purpose of the two letters was toinduce the
Government to convert the recommendations of  The Blue Books ”
into a Parliamentary Bill. The accusations against Wales in these
books were countered by Ieuan Gwynedd, Henry Richard, Gwilym

Hiracthog, Thomas Phillips, Dr. Lewis Edwards, the Dean of

Bangor, R. J. Derfel, Miss Jane of Williams Ysgafell, Owen
Owen Roberts, and others,

I am only concerned in this address with the attitude taken.
towards Wales in * The Blue Books,” and towards her literature,
and the Welsh language, and I shall endeavour to be brief. Accord-
ing to these Books, it was one of the disgd\;nent]:ges Of’lv;:dslh that it
Was only the language of agriculture and theology. ¢ language
isolated Wales from tgh: woajcrll(that is, from England and the British
Empire) ; it kept the Welsh from succeeding in business and com-
merce ; it hindered the middle class in Wales from advancement

25. Ibid. Col. 860.

111

elsh was also an obstacle in law courts because
sod s'l.‘t)cnc:;i-'t geish had an advantage over the magistrates a.nd
Fhe ;';u It should be noted that it was not the Welsh, b‘nt the
gﬁg lish who were handicapped in the Courts. Some of the * mon-
lit ' Welsh had a smattering of ‘Englxah, and when the Judge
ogk ed a question in English, via the interpreter, the wily Wm
:ﬁ:dcrstood him, and had time to think of an answe;e w r
translating was taking place. He could not, t.hemf::re, ‘IMWMWM
by rapid questioning, and caught out by a hasty reply. s
language slowed down the whole legal process. Iﬂ:?:h Gwynedd;f
reply was that the laws should be translated mofwﬁ;mpsmd
retaining the use of English for the convenience of a :
It was also held against the Welsh language m Ilrti I‘nd
literature of anyhvalue. M: Wm a!rtgudiog ?:tt ll::ll G-
i e’, and he was quite right, 2
gg;ttyurnor how to exploit Welsh resources to the advanta
English. Mr. Johnson, one of the Inspectors, xppanded
Report a list of 405 books in Welsh, but Ieuan Gwynegffim
could add another two hundred, and we know md;dyr any
e Sy M
i and of the * Blue : t
ucati(;n on Wales, to enforce the use of Englh.n?;, b':::ln 1o kiIl
Welsh language. The truth of his allegations borne
by the Education Act of 1870.

s'ﬁ
eFEls
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i ' i unted in © The Blue
ccor to some of the witnesses as recounte e B
Bnokg’, igil:fhnoe of English was one reason d’il:t ﬂt:em
and Chartist risings, and we have already secn S
T o antof M. Williams in s specch in Parlc
jmes’ correspondent, an 5 ; il ag>
::e‘;lt. monfl:is int * The Blue Boohs’milibeoolMMu
verdict already ided before it has sat. y 1 ip
HenryRichardrepliedthmu_wastthpghxh.
for the Chartist attack on Newport. Ieuan Gw
ﬂilﬂtthel:u:u:l.ll'.brcl.s\w':rt:1:0]‘.ﬂauzu‘:fm.'tElf:llj!bﬂt?&l‘all,}_E
the peasantry, and mtgeu Swthnlg Movement ° A simi
break in England. Basically, the
mtmau%?;]mmmmqgncuhme,md-w.m
revolt against industrial capitalism, IJIW
advantages of their labour and -_umiﬁcc-
Henry Richard give the impression that ti
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By studying the Reports of Government Commissiong
that of the Commission on the Common Law to ¢ The Blue],hoha ol
it can be seen that the definite and constant aim of the English Goye
ernment was to kill the Welsh language, and to enforce P.nglm,,
The Government saw, and that quite correctly, that Wales coylg
not be completely united to England without destroying the h“ﬂq;
for this was the main partition wall. She was the leper who s
her bell to keep the English away.  After the climination of the
Great Sessions, the Welsh language was the sand in the legal machinery
of Westminster Hall ; she was the greatest obstruction to the Eng-
lish capitalist system, the sprag in the wheel of the Act of Union,
The language had been kept alive by the Welsh translation of the
Bible, by the books and periodicals published by Ch and
Nonconformists, by the circulating schools of Griffith Jones of
Llanddowror, and the Sunday Schools of Thomas Charles of Bala,
but it had not been foreseen that the language would be such a
political force in the middle of the nineteenth century. The most
important thing was not the language in itself, but the things
taught through the language : religion, history, theology and liter-
ature. The enforcement of English has not been the greatest evil,
but through the English language to enforce secularism on Wales.
In these last days we have seen the bountiful blessings which

(I1). 1850—1880.

The main event within this period, and indeed the most im-
portant event in the whole history of Welsh national movemen
throughout the century, was the emigrati o Patagonia. 1.
emigration cannot be understood apart from its historical back
ground.

The period from about 1850 to the years around 1880 is
as the Victorian Golden Age. Before 1847, gold was scarce
Bank of England, so scarce that some believed
have to replace it as a standard of currency, but |

that year in Californi and later in Australia,

unexampled revival in business and commerce

13

d abolish war, but they did not .
el ind imperial pride can lutk behind rade,
mnmllcd. It was a ;;e;u;d} ;:t_‘ right success

i d labour, a peri
::g:;lui?m sunshilie. Wages were cﬂmpanﬁw-ly !
high for money to be saved, and placed in
industry. Men of religion, pﬁmm

f saving economy, pI nce, te
}ﬂ}i:s: faire pleased capitalists and workers,
the laws of the Almighty? ;

Between 1841 and 1852 the railways
threat to the last ramparts of the W
our countryside, both of which .
atively safe in the country d:smcts, e
ateas, in view of the fact th the cc
areas brought with them thei
and their religion. The danger aros
selves, for these could be made
of spiritual benefit. The harm came frc

cult of Mammon which
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amongst British subjects in wealth, m Ctures

but as the English have, through Providﬁﬁa be 20d arg ;
of opening out her resources, it is plain tha g 0C, Means
ement must universally prevail. (p. 49). e English o

The trouble about the Welsh as has otk
. aI i

before, and after him, was that they’ did not 1‘:::ptl:)rl.::tetl:lhv;:siar1 %o?&uuon
ettt the Welsh are a conquered :
little regard for their conquerors, agd e‘:rcnm::&:ngf htive
ignorant of them are so stupid as to entertain the nué by
::cul]mdmmg their country from the English, and fancy Lg: -
would not be a difficult thing to take possession of the mlw:;:

That is a confession on behalf of hi i
. $ nation by an
lishman tl;_at Wales was under an English mpitalfst sy];;):n? : The
purpose of this system was to reap the last fruits of the déath of

Llywelyn our last prince, th :
Union of Wales wipr_h E;gla;d?OnQuat of Owain Glyndwr, and the

The greatest danger arose not from Englis
h atta

but from Welsh weakness. R. J. Derfel, I%Ah.ichael Blfsl?)zeswai:?
s ap Iwan strove against these weaknesses. From their wr;nngs
Wwe may gather that the burden of the attacks of the anglicised Welsh
against the language was that it was merely the speech of agriculture
and poverty; that her literature was of meagre value, that no Shaku-,
s;f;earc or Milton had arisen in Wales; that English was the language
fo trade and commerce, of affluence and success, and that before
0g it would be the language of the world. For the sake of these
angi.‘lused Welsh, clergy would turn their services to English, Non-
conformists would build English chapels, and when some preachers
were _forblddep to preach in English, they would set about erecting
ztcedmg English chapels, and would introduce English to the Sun-
ay Schools. As you are acquainted with the works of R. J. Derfel

and Emrys ap Iwan, I shall quot
Michael D. Jones: quote a passage or two from those of

The cry in our midst for English chapels in which Welsh
people may worship is a step in that direction, I hold that the
greater part of the demand among us for English chapels arises
from the haughty pride of men made servile by adulation of
rl;l;:tligg{l:sﬁ ..... h.We l];lf!:ie many families who are doing their

Ting up their children English-speaking, and in ignor-
ance of Welsh. To the best of ti%eir ability tls’ey are planting
anti-Welsh feelings and principles in the rising generation. . .
gul?tf:dio? So many of our ministers of religion support this

26. ¥ Ddraig Goch. June 1877, Pp. 65, 6.

s o
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Michael D. Jones saw that Welsh people in Wales and in the
United States, in losing their language lost also their culture, their
ways of life, and their religion:

Moreover, is it not worth while maintaining our language
our customs, our religion, and ways of life as a nation? And
does not our history as a nation, on both sides of the Atlantic
prove that in losing our language, we almost invariably lose as
well the other qualities mentioned, at least to a certain extent,
and often completely ? And what do we get in exchange from
the English for our language, customs, religion and way of
life? Do we get knowledge and civilisation ? 27

In spite of all the attacks which have been mt;‘:m‘.fmt the
« Treason of the Blue Books”, it should be remembered that the
point of view expressed in these * Books” was that of these Ang-
lophile Welsh; this middle class—tradesmen, capitalists and pro-
fessional men—and also their imitators among the common people.

this period is that the religious revivals of the first half of the cen~
tury had been extinguished with Californian gold.

In this crisis in our nation’s history, and it was one of the major
crises, God raised great leaders for Wales : Gwilym Hiraeth
S.R., Henry Richard, Ieuan Gwynedd, Thomas Gee, R. J. 1,
Michael D. Jones, and others, but the greatest of these were the
three nationalists, Thomas Gee, R. J. Derfel, and Michael D. Jones.
I need only name Thomas Gez,_ as Dr. T. Gwynn ]owha
written an excellent biography of him ; I have elsewhere discussed
the place of R. J. Derfel in the history of nineteenth century
Welsh nationalism, Michael D. Jones’s biography has been written
by E. Pan Jones, but although the author has very assiduously ct
lected many facts, he was too near to him, mdhmmlfmmnhg
product of the same period, to be able tomMmhad D.Inuu
his entirety. Michael D. Jones was a saint; a wz“md large-
hearted Congregationalist; the greatest Welshman of the nine-
teenth century ; our greatest nationalist after Owain Glyndwr. Three
things at least made him a nationalist :—

(1) The influence of Louis Kossuth—1 have else v At

:

; i t Hun , leader on R. J. Derfel
with the influence of the great Hungarian bt
He paid a tribute to him in his article on. FOvernm
Y Celt, March 7., 1890— : e e
e e like a
wxl‘-ghthe immortal doctrine of the * right of every

and others, but his influence mh&&lﬂnm e S
Kossuth, the_world-fumous Husgatian fot
27. Oes a Guaith, . - -Michael D, Jonss. . . b 43.
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self-government’, and between the influence of o R 5 y A
olutions of 1848, and the teachings of Kossuth, %ﬁ Breat rey. Capital and Labour in another

nations of Europe are no longer appeased, but hoimqw . Welsh colony in Patagonia can only by
hopefully towards the jubilee of oppressed2® nations ang ground.
PRl O (@) The Land Question Tt
If the French Revolution failed to have a nationalist ¢ T issues during the /ast century, bt
Wales, the émigrés of the national movements which arose meﬁm En The usual bch:_i' is Elh:;unﬂzmn
European countries following the Napoleonic wars, such as Garic. ;ﬂd t‘g‘e m:::’s amil:;iou Higt e
: ; ! : : St t there -
baldi, Mazzini, and Kossuth, did have such an influence, & lnl:ld The insti
* - ) ins i i
(IL.) His wide knowledge of Welsh and English History.—After |
we have read the articles of R. J, Derfel and Michael D, Jones, we = ev
find nothing new in those of Emrys ap Iwan except their style, ; sti sh
and Michael D, Jones based his arguments on Welsh history to 3 sion arose the dream of
greater extent than Emrys ap Iwan. Jac Glan-y-gors saw English The * Farmer’s Paradis
istory from the age of Hengist and Horsa to his own day as a record Y Ddraig Goch
of corrupt monarchies; Michael D. Jones saw the same long
period as a record of English oppression of Wales. Both were In the W
radicals but the former was a Welsh radical, and the lattera one lives on |

‘Welsh national one, § fruits of his

(1I1.) Secing Welsh people becoming imitation Englishmen
Wales, and imitation Yankees in North America—It is surprising
that this man, who was our greatest nationalist hecame the father
grgr_aﬁon from Wales. Let us try to understand the reasons

(i) Emigration was taking place, and could not be hir !
‘Michael D. Jones had been a minister of a church in Cin
‘Ohio, and had seen there, and in other States, that there was no
independence for the Welsh. They had :;uchqice‘bx 0

only policy was to use the ez
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(b) Capital mdinhm.—-—UnIiknllthcmhumhws
n.]&whmspwammwﬂnu W

mmumofWﬂw—humaj,kon,;hm’Mu& A
brass arc greater than the resources of Californis | ol
that that state has only gold 1 A i we suppose o

But these resources were utilised and -
lish. developed by the Eng-

 Generally speaking, Welsh resour. developed by :.
mwmfgmﬂﬂmmmkp&ﬁdwmg E

In a pa hletpuhﬁahedmenooungeemim'nmh
!u-pabﬁahadqnerin?ﬂdmig Goch, and bearing a title
y be translated “AFewThi.ngsWorhuswinﬁndw:h
”,* an “ Old Country”, and a * New Country ” are
ith each other as follows :—
In an Orp Country :—
E%Imdism

li |

|

ol
1

Capital is scarce.
3) There is a glut of workers,

In a NEw Country :
1; Land is free,
2) Le.ﬂ' Cq_pﬁ'hl is sufficient,

3) Labour is scarce.
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The Land Problem, and the relationship of Capital and 1o 0 ' have been
me solved in thehfelsh t(l';-;lrony as they should haye l:: olcs ?:t"mm m:?gl:d:?;glm
] o:;:pmmrep Was there in operation bofhmistmluu-._'_'. of them matched him in strength and

Jones’s Chrisng e o

. s 2 . M. Jones’s ian vements in the E

St creation. Thcpimrudmgfofh%:i-udes and speeches showy ;‘:r fom%dsh M.dl;i:nm.mm.
was to 1 a free es on P . 5 Wl

Wales with its own Senate, with the Red D o ooan yoll sy ment in AR

tower,

issestabli t of the
e o
x D. S
e alarmed.

ragon fi - its
wer, and the Welsh language used oﬁcia]lywithingﬁ‘ -
with language taught in her schools : a Wales cond
iness and commerce in her own e;athumuinuiﬁa"‘-;
her religion, her culture, and her institutions ; a country with jis
own independent judicature, with her laws in her own language; aland
where her owncd“theirlmd,mdhuworkcrscunmqﬂe&‘
ber industry.” But Michael D, Jones made one grave miscalcula-
tion ; he thought that the Spaniards, unlike the North Americans,
would allow to the Welsh their freedom and in

ne fate, as among North Americans, who

We see today that centralised government
and ! dxhinabﬂi‘?mmigt-it,mmumdmh&mhad-
free ‘ales, but i that were to happen ‘completely, it w

in the 2




We regret that that contribution, (f.e. Lloyd George's
speech) has been %rutly misunderstood. Lloyd George did
not wish, as some o hiseriticshavesmed,togivel)incsnuigh'-
ment a second place in our programme.

Lord Rosebery’s offer of a Welsh Parliament was thus refused. :
Theludmofthecmm ddMovemmt,LlodGmge,_'I‘ou- =1
Ellis, Elphin, Herbert Lewis, Arthur Price, W, . Arg,:nd others,
were nationalists, but the bulk of the rank and file of movement .
held them back and obstructed them. The rank and file was Liberal
and not Nationalist. There is much truth in the following des-
cription of the movement :—

*“ Cymru Fydd is Liberalism in Welsh costume.”” 49

Baner ac Amserau G April 3, 1895, contains a report
P o e ok

resolution passed Capion, * Fome
g to the Baner was proposed by M. Dalicl, for
ingham, in the following wrm-d»:y i~




2. To appointmdannomcconeoomminee ofﬂuh'-'
Fedmﬁonsmdtawupancwmmﬁnnion. 4

3;.ThltaGmcrnIConfermoeofthethmF

.w%eo:?fumnumnbkmmmmdwmen@- n

r

- _AidmCommimemformedmd:wupthc itution,
lﬁdmﬁxﬁwﬁmc.mdplaoeofthe&nfumoe,butinamﬁﬂyi =
attended meeting of the Southern Committee, it was decided to
fmemmn&mdmgymmmﬁmmm&u% 3
tion’.45 It ‘would ‘E,umf th; the Constiumqnof\i:{;dx it was 4
cided to ignore was that o joint committee Cymru . Y
ﬂmmﬂmsahho the South Wales Liberal Federa

9 h i of the January
should € carrit out, and a meeting g arranged
m&theatherml?edu:mwldapt lopt the new
2nd.  The annual : e
"ilhion hehddin \
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In 1931 and 1935 the constituencies of Caernarvonshire
Welsh Uﬂm{y were fought by Prof. J. E. Dameland Mr
Lewis with an increasing measure of success.

Then in 1936, Wa]eswasrentbyatmmtndouscnn”
‘over the Government’s proposal to establish in the Lleyn
‘an aerodrome and bombing school, as part of its re-
' This vsndalmn if pursued unchecked in such
eyn might mort sooy injure the nation of Wales
some 1, dthbodles and societies, mass
were and the Government was
man:ng:dmc matter. It had done?fed m
¢ England, but in Wales it refused. Whe

- themselves up to the police. T
Lewis, Mr. D. J. Williams and thc Rev. Lewis
ctof_.'ﬁm:;m had refreshed






