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When the specialist reig
symptoms of social and
separately within diffe
contemporary problems ¢
of the Basques, the
crises in industrial
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LA P b A SOURCE OF CONI

~is synonymous with social justice. In fact social ]usuce may Y
by well be more attainable in a diversified society than in one pased on blind
~ vast monolithic block oppressed by bureaucratic legislation, precisely loyalty m
Et!ology applies as much to humans and their social organ- so noticeably abs
'  animals, crops or pond life. Social ecology seeks Kingdom. 30/
| SLOTC a natural balance to society. Many of those in . Loyalty is pomw.
W_‘W; “ﬂmtﬂngly, social ecologists. When man lives in word ‘patriotism’, 0
; MHS but with less sense of community than the SEath Of.the_
t is little wonder that he pollutes the ocean and the the sacrifice
. He is the first victim of imbalance. The specialist him- into history a
is a symptom of a false perspective, as he ignores the

unrrys:de deserted by its bored and un-
two extremes produced by an ill-
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‘the Spanish Basque country, claim a membership of only 2,009 ]
but, quoting Mao, they add that an E.T.A. member circulates shyseripets, b oneH
i.ﬁ the popuhnen ‘like a fish in water'. Betrayal of clandes- excoutive i AN SR
> activities is rare. This is a situation which the Spanish- may very likely not M
- Government, however brutal its repressive measures ma 3 stinctively, if 1s;
i‘i@»aas the Burgos trial®— cannot hope to contain. Whei: patriotism is _ '. j
ninistration has no understanding of informal social boctoRi el
fdér it; a.eg'is, authority can truly be said to have w‘;;e;hm%ﬂ:u:th
< | n the oth
win. It is hardly necessary to quote Ulster as an 1 for-the Hightic
fighting for a
will feel that the

A SOURCE OF CONFLICT

ates which have remained unitary and centralist,
in and France, have failed in another respect
1 from the nineteenth century. They have been

£mm c;ﬁerclw methods of government bascd 1



. A technocrat who recently visited one threateneq

=v&ﬂey. matked that the inhabitants would surel

y prefe
live in a city anyway. Such people are either unwdhngr (t:- :
mabxh: to understand what is said. The more distant the

A ."___j.":e,nt: the greater the probability of mistakes and mis-

Rﬂn‘ramic Movement of the nineteenth century either
ised or coincided with a reawakcmng of interest in the
culture and history of the European minorities. The Basques,

century. In the case of Wales Cymru Fydd was a
nationalist movement which died out, to
Cymru in 1926, In their earliest sta
15 were largely cultural rather than polit
far from revolutionary. Because general appre-

their ¢
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the Bretons and the Welsh founded their national parties in

A SOURCE OF CONFLICT

selves but dangerous M‘
centralist government, One
century nation-state hﬂ&
balance and finance ge
detriment of regions in

It is of course i
decentralization, ¢
economic and po
autonomy. These are
dividual I'egihﬂS-
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groups, and that government should be allowed to grow from
,:t_he bottom upwards, based on communities with a trye
cultur: and economic life of their own. The method adopted
aling with the recent acute situation in the French Jura _
in point* It is probable that a new canton will be for the exposition of an
The question will be submitted to a referendum and, these nationalists hav
because the Swiss citizen is so close to government, he will they are fighting
- ote with full knowledge of the matter at issue and 3 is not only on the li

'- nature. Suffering from-
philcsophy of Federal West Germany is not to many of them

' the Linder (Bavarla excepted) were :
aru:ﬁclal lines to suit the military con-
Ilies. Nevertheless, there is today loyalty to
with the govcrnmens of the different

opinions on the p
illustrated by the '?m

A dying langu i
neglcr:tcd by centra
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from Bnttany has been challenged even by the semi-official
committee for the development of Brittany —the Comigg
d’Etude et de Liaison des Interéts Bretons (CEL.LB),
Earlier in history, in 1660, a similar instance on a larger scale
occurred when the Treaty of the Pyrenees cut in half the
Mue country and Catalufia. No wonder the local autono-
mist suspects the intentions of Paris when the regionalist
grandmother conceals the Jacobin wolf. :
To the local autonomist at least the dichotomy is apparent,
The Ja : dunng the French Revolution had a project
ng France into mathematlcaﬂy measured rectangular
 of ancient provinces or cultures. Fortunately
o further than the creation of départements, some
e nevertheless based on the artificial division of
hic lost their names as well as their boun-
s philosophy has been inherited by techno-
planners; Michel Debré, for in-

A SOURCE OF CONFLICT

mocracy. They underlined the.
parties of centralist Jacobin d
French Revolution of

of the Communist Party to

My only claim to o
seeing, as [ believe, the
autonomous Move
forms of social and political
of my working | m
problem which I
differing sm:}s:ti'
relations to the
Sorbonne in M ﬁ '
clearly formulated.
in unofficial strike
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m Lebesque, Comment peut-on étre Breton? (Paris: Le smﬂ'

L

:'_WIMMMﬂmenmteofm
revolt mmduﬂnnmaﬁ'ermm

in the world —for instance Quebec, Biafra anq,
t beakisabomﬂutom
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14 Taneg SRITTANY: AN mrr-mvummm

The p(muan in Brittany today is sad and, although in a4 _
less extreme situation than is the Spanish Basque coug_ntry‘ aj century in thetthE .
is expenencmg slow extinction. The ablest young people emi- took place 1:11 ;0 il rate of
-gmc in their thousands every year in search of work. There Jess sustaine nl?wm"' i
is little industrial employment, and fewer workers are now |- e waslds War Brittany
mqynred on the land. To Paris, Brittany has seemed [ First Wor AL ;
! s male population, bY

: ~ excellent reservoir of surplus labour. It has been assumed that 5
B ths Brebons should be only too delighted to leave their un- Afier 1918 only & 8
e ed country. In fact they are not. The mayors of
n and Guingamp alone receive literally thousands of
yeax frorh Bretons in the Paris rcgion who want

agriculture was still
tion commenced. Pen
in Finistere, had a
counts 4,000 heads.
church, now fﬁmﬂﬁ

yaung There is notbmg for them to come
.there. are mdustr:es in Bnttany, some are
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BRITTANY: AN INTRODUGTION

money €0 hand out in compensation to arcas left out of sub. anght only as an optional su
mm programmed under the ‘Plan’. In fact the local cfs and the schools are
) issioner uses this finance more to keep people quiet, ar a;su-:lcuon. On this p
. Imst ta the west of France which has been destgnated as a remamed adamant. That th
AF future tourist reserve, than for more constructive purposes, tion is shown by the fact t
Recently the Rénovation Rurale helped to finance a body in 800 children took Breton
"'_Z central Brittany, CID.E.C.O.B.' which was trying to lay Rennes and Brest

foundations of an industrial i It aroused such this same year were ta c
that the Government began to fear the encourage- The very go- '
tion votes in the 1973 parliamentary election. : Quimper su
; »n was therefore withdrawn, and suspicion of ably no more
y success, running contrary to the Government's ive m
or Brittany, was quite frankly cited as the
disadvantage of the Rénovation Rurale
prefe to glve money to individual enterprise,
oup co-operation. In the case of
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e mwag relatively little capital investment. There is there- French administrative methods, althe
T ¢ beginning to be alternative employment in his town have been less disastrous had I
~ for the young who can no longer find employment on the France was at war with Britt
~ land. The 'pulaﬂon of his commune is beginning to stabilize Great Britain. Long after her o
Or 1 time since 1910. Although not himself a member ! mom,:chy her trade went oul !
: ist Breton political party, the mayor has very ternally into France. et
Tvs] Mmm He was born in Dinan in the Pays Gallo, Today the centre of B
- French-speaking. He has learnt Breton, whereas but undl the NﬂP"I"G period it

brought up in a Breton-speaking family of industrial sector, in spite
‘his son Alan was registered at the préfecture, Religious Wars, and ex
situation arose. He was told that the child must be of the Bomnets Rouges
hﬁm&e the Breton name Alan did not exist. He grown on the coast, Was
ened legal action and won the day, and linen around R
Lﬂﬂg As mayor, he flies the French flag.
whm it is obligatory, such as 14 July. Other-
' ts over the Mairie. The names of
‘commune are all being changed
He is against tourism whmh 3
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her example of the administrative hold of Paris over to be the most necessary aspects
ons occurred in July 1972. An abattoir in Quimperl¢ of course was not on};: on
aame 3oo people was threatened with closure for De Gaulle turned it mto
4 further included a maj
] In the final result it is diffic
iic affairs ealled a tripartite meeting with the factory’s what. De Gaulle was in
In the meantime the workers occupied the referendum and
of local labour-relations was conveyed by the was however at @
n@b;t in a local newspaper to the effect that his own hand to a-

entatives at this meeting actually sat at the of the regional idea. I
_ man: In the general impasse which ization in Europe was
j meang both the sous-préfet and the managing
- had to travel 400 miles to Paris, which
ly place where the problem could be
fails to devolve, private industry
concentrate its ldmmmme offices in the
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will find itself divided into regional pressure-groups rather the local branch of the CF.D.T,, to W’hn'-‘h
than along party lines. Cynics believe these deputies will s many but not all of the work-force belonged.
be mesmerized by Paris and will continue to play nationa] were once the Catholic group Of. m by
party politics and to neglect their parish affairs; but the real longer denominational, and tcnd eobe
reason for doubting the government’s intentions is that these appIBaCh than the Con:}m i .-6
assemblies will be restricted financially, to voting 5 other workers of the Joint belonged. The
francs per head of the population in annual taxation in ;9‘”’_ ' siderable local support. Ff) X m Sk o
25 francs thereafter. Protests have led to the scarcely gtncm M their sympathy, not only in HsRIREMER A
offer of retention of local road-tax receipts and parking fines, frce food to workers and their famili
hardly what is needed to finance a sound industrial infra. opinion generally and in :
; _ \ people supported the steijers,
recently no single national party has identified itself exploited not so much as
regional revolution except the Radicals of J-J. The reaction of the
reiber, but this party split in 1972 on the issue of first to try to stqpths
on with a popular front including the Communist strike .lamd i

- Socialist Party, in their policy document
time took a stand not only on the
ion, but for a change of policy w
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market were smashed.® The préfet reacted to this incident by SRITTANY: AN INTEONMCGEISHESE
~ deprivin; - the mayor, as the local head of CID.UN.ATI, Of; Brittany, which was later de
& civic rights, this by edict and without a trial. In answer. by the doctor between two s
to this gesture the local population of Plonevez arrived on ‘Well, we seem to be i
their tractors in a mass protest in support of their m}'ﬁi‘. rather better by ourselves.

For the first time shots were actually exchanged with the was accepted could
e i were a move towards Br

e the strike at the Joint Frangais the different sections SUCCESS:
i ﬁ Breton society had registered their opposicion to govern-

- licy in isolation. Since the strike there has been a - The real mmo_'
‘merging of different social classes and pressure- "
combined with a rise of political temperature. There :
demonstrations in Rennes early in 1972 of studer
of people during the trial of those accus
villa under construction near Saint-Ma
Rennes who were normally apolitical
ni the CR.S.* polloe against people
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laying a suitable role in the gencral development of
? He was not a member of the governing tcam at the
unfortunately his Breton sentiments cooled after his
to office. In 1961 he was nevertheless an ex-Prime
and his views were hardly those of a revolutionary

ﬁputemtale Pour le Développement Economique de

pour la République’: the Gaullist Party's

central France from a line around
! talan areas, but ummdim 4

3

Brittany: The Brem N
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‘moreover it is not so much the French connection which

.Lmuuen at the moment but rather French methods

The first slogan of the Front de Libération de
was: ‘With France if possible, without France
. Tlm majority of thoughtful Bretons are loyal
ns; what they do not accept is that they should
re in the solution of Brittany’s grave economie

| problems, which under less centralist forms of

waould pmbably have been settled without the

. Bm:tany has a long history of indepen-

@E successful independence. Had Breton links with
perhaps France could have ignored the

counuy on her exposed western
‘monarchy in the fifteenth century how-

to mcoa‘ponte Bnttmy mm

sHE BRETON MOVEMENT

France, and her subsequent marriage
Charles VIIL This theatrical turn of
Pope, Alexander VI, in giving h ser
express the hope that the
rapta mon fuerit. The Duchess stoutly
special ccclesiastical court that she

In fact she was virtually a pr in
alternative to the French ma
outcome. That she was a g

of mind all the m:

took place not in

p_nate, but at the Chﬁmﬂldg
1491. The marria

.&gﬁne Breton ngh
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her, and a half share in the Orléans properties of the
| crown.

automatic unification of France and Brittany should
y have followed these tortuous politics. There re-
i er an important obstacle: the marriage contract

: .gx-e‘ser_lted a problem to the King’s Chancellor,

~of the Duchy’s independent government.

‘disbursement of considerable

30 THE ROOTS OF IDENTirw
e Tiry

left the eventual inheritance to Renée, in addition to & |
rable property in France due to her from her Breton

igned by Anne de Bretagne not in her own name "
of the Breton people. It was therefore necessary
the Breton Assembly, Les Etats, to accept an Act

- was mounting opposition in Brittany to

negotiations, the cynical suggestion was
should petition for union. The Procureur
Nantes, Julien le Bosec, supported by
- from Nantes, fought this move

fHE BRETON MOVEMENT

residences were burned. onthls -
ment and clergy took fnghu, ~omil
French Government. The rising
contemporary WIIters describe ven
weight of men hung from their |
could be said that the re_valg -._Bf_
much a precursor of proletarian rei
nationalist Breton disturbance.

By 1789 the French adminis
mvcﬂuti?:mary chaos. Bg,ﬁ
Assembly in this same year
cahiers de doléances from the
out France. The main
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more understandable if more complex. Often described ag 4 b ; foyil
oyalist rising, supported by the Church, in fact Chouannerjs encouraged mlh:n‘;l;::)s;:g:f E:i'u;eido )
swmd quite simply in protest at the supprcssmn of the Breton % groups 3“0? + doapernoin ERe
Assembly; only at a later stage was it infiltrated by royalists, symptoms 0 licical Tevel :
Since then, such is the injustice of history, the word ‘Chouan’ {( fully ‘;1“ i:gl(;c cotntiieche
i ‘has become synonymous with a refusal of social change. To Int crcvwal on the other h in
if.ﬂ'-'l this day the greatest insult a good French Laic can proffer hter:;)f O eate hecame Pl AR
b= Breton is to call him a Chouan; it is incorrect as well as ! “B];I;mnt;’ the important figures at t “tinhs
b‘e’qausc the final stronghold of Chouannerie was in the La Tour d’Auvergne (th:é' en-name. of
\ art de la Villemarque. Le
( mkluﬁmnes not unnaturally identified themselves g:zes, united three out of

, which to them spelt the end of provincial tradi-
c privilege and the exploitation of workers,
r the imposition of uniformity formed the

aign of general reform. Seen in this light
hat from 1790 onwards all attempts to
e or culmre were automaucaily dJs--

a codified grammar in the f
Tour d‘Auvergnc was_ akﬁ_l

decade de la Villemanqui )
tion of Bret@n folk poetry
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These literary pioneers of the Breton movement were jm.
portant for another reason: at a time when Brittany yyq
starting on her long calvary of economic decline, they kept
Breton language, literature and history alive at an intellectus]
level. Nineteenth-century Brittany was in the throes of ceasing
to be an industrial country, being bypassed by the develop.
18 ment of the east of France, and was becoming an increasingly
inward-looking rural community. Breton seemed doomed to
be the language of the poor and the illiterate. If school was
d at all instruction was in French and Breton could so
ave degenerated into different dialects, only spoken,
1. In the course of the nineteenth century school
became compulsory, but the absurdity was that
given in French to the children of Breton-
etagne, who did not understand a word of
that the use of the simbol, an equiva-
A - mot, became general practice in state
. was an object hung around the neck of
reton d discussing th

la Vill ué and La ~
is

rHE BRETON MOVEMENT

Gaulle, great-uncle of theGeneml N
request; this was no doubt in part &ug to
war with Prussia, but also to perennial
ings Breton. _
mA%:er the Franco-Prussian War a moy
alization in France gcnm’lly made a slo
supported by political parties only when
party in office invariably abandones
with governmentnl procedure :
were offensive to the French Civ
In 1898 in Brittany itself
was founded by Charles le Goffie,
de IEstourbeillon, the latter:
to 1946. Their progra
language and to press fd
they were not po
following year an
complete with dru
leadership of Taldir,
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followed official French Government policy by using the ﬂ
simbol in an effort to cut Breton children from their socig]
: roots was often well-intentioned. Many villages were divideq
o into clerical and anti-clerical factions, the Church defeng; {
a reactionary and traditional conception of a Breton Brittany

the anti-clerical illumined with uniformist French ideals, Un:
fortunately neither were able to provide the answer W
poverty and under-development. In a choice berween Paris
and Rome the Breton peasant was almost licerally dumb,
- Yann Sohier was later to say: ‘Pauvre peuple Breton double-
e, puisqu’il est prolétaive et puisquil est

mself a school-master, started an experiment at his
ool in the village of Plourivo in 1928. He spoke in
his pupils, corrected their mistakes in Breton with

eir native tongue rather than shame in their
‘had been taught to regard as a patois. The

rHE BRETON MOVEMENT

ing of a truly political party, the Fédén
Bretagne, whose goal was quite samply Breton :
paper was Breiz Dishual (‘Free.wy..-m
one of those spontaneom.happennlg; e
cellectual movements begin to grow social 1
was to be unveiled at Rennes which
Brittany with France as seen throug
of official French history: the Dugims
imploring Charles VIII of France 0
Brittany and her own person ;

Mercier d'Erm, led a demons
tion, a protest which stopped
mainly of whistling which
was still alive at the time
ment in the north of
this occasion, 50 |
moving. Yet the mov
to take its toll of B

for the rest of Fra
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- aas L
new ;.)chtl.carl party, the Parti Natonal Breton, and j i rHE BRETON MOVEMENT |
.gamlmv;vn:ed tléni:l modfcrr_x Breton ﬂa__g which ﬂomlfn & for i ce Hot:lbes'sd Leviathan, a book all
confuingly aver public bulldings slongside he Tricolor due o S state of France today, was not translaced e
ing the official wvisits of ‘La France Pompidolienne’, RE:E ' ;g;z.th i after the promising beg

i n e 19305 "OMISHY

certain elements of th
tinged with what for the

today, the early copies of Brei

. z Atao are extraordi

mdcrn, airing such topics as the dangers of a aﬁm
s ed society, the .neet‘i for regionalization, the deﬁmbiﬁj; ;
of a federal Europe with greater freedom for minorities 4

National Breton,

were to become
word can only be called Fascism. This

al accusation levelled not only at

- under its aegis and the thr i
b i atiall o1 f’gmﬂ' g ceﬁt %o the working class of large J;I.Jr_ put at other national MOVements as w
Lk iﬁﬂm _ acting ollusion with a centralized nation- Urdd or youth movement, an acc

D:;f;;;; ]::i;tl)fatwcasd;ot purely concerned with uncrue. In the 19308, not only in
autonomists, relations mwar in 1928 of a number of generally, there was 2 blossoming of
Ede i Serail, cen the two groups were S from the followers of Mosley gl
mm:hﬂés;‘:;rg'that the wind blowing e - development in France. This was

e mina:t'“':' and indeed, in 1927,2 French call scoutisme, when yout
national rities had been set upiﬂ canvas at healthy h@llﬂt}f
on their followers. T

ihe

1S freater ﬁé@'dom for Euro
‘the nhmnmof Masson, a proposal
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NTipy ON MOVEMENT
| German. They simply thought, ill-advisedly, that k.

THE BRET v
¢ certain is that he founded a

— own fo o
furthering the cause of Breton autonomy. e he- 124 imm, destined to chnse '»’h&
_ Roparz Hemon and other members of his £I0UP were 1g Durmg the war, having been r
D& Nﬁcrbadly during the political épurar e wear Breton unife

ion after the last wae
the Pétain régime was more friendly to war,

l claims than previous, or for that matter sy

fGajmv;aIagsséf:tion of the Feldwehr, and

as the Bezenn Perrot.

governments, certain members of Gwalarn toak Towards the end of h
in semi-official cultural activities during the German vancing through France,
ton. Roparz Hemon himself dire >

C[Cd a mdio pm';l warts -sFﬂ:rtcd Og f(H,' :
Breton which was the only one in occupied France | impossibilicy of German

e ox of
not broadcast German propaganda. After th war convinced en route of th

collaboration and was acquitted, bur he

citizen’s status, which meant that he |

‘He went into exile in Ireland. In 1044, ind
~of Breton books in one’s library

it any government so centr:

‘Germany would have b
uf auton
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a high-ranking civil servant, said: ‘Brittany is the region which I
is the best placed to have a growth rate comparable to that&f_ ¢

Japan. If the money collected from the Post Office in Brie.
tany in the last five years had been spent on the development
of Breton ports, Brittany would be well on her Way tsa
becoming another Japan’ He could with some point hay ,
mentioned governmental failure to modernize Bretop mads: -
1 1968 the population of Brittany was two and a half
n. One hundred and fifty years ago her population of
two million was the same as the Netherlands, whose
today is twelve million. The French pﬂpulatl
the last one hundred years by 135 per ¢

y has remained static. Between 1831 and
rated, but the climax came betw

|

BRITTANY TODAY

i iorants to the Paris re
ﬁﬂ?«iﬁa—class and 700 working-
Due to the pressure of Bretm
has recently imp_roved-_. The
versity attendance_has'm 2
universities, Brest ‘and
which is traditionally
the Loire-Atlantique, sh
position was better unde
than it has been under
sistence on a Europe
Brittany.

An idea of
be grasped from
set up in 1962 b
body, called Gi
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the Fifth Republic this rational policy was changed T&; :
findings of Groupe 1985 were accepted; previous pla.m;_ !
limiting the growth of Paris were reversed. Further develon..
ment of the Paris area was decreed to make Paris ‘the Eul'ﬂlim i
capital of the twentieth century’. Other cities to be en.
larged were Lille, Roubaix, Tourcoing, Nancy, Metz, Lym;f |
e-Etienne and Marseille. Two cities which are the capitals

y regions, Strasbourg and Rennes, were not m:- -:

. Jacobin, there can be no strongly felt local identity
 not considered as an inherent threat to the French
0 a certain extent the very instability of the F
¢ made its political leaders more open to p
e Gaullists returning with the Fifch Republic
had been on the brink of civil war were
once again triumphal centralists and very auth
was rather a return to Colbe
parture. In a letter to a g
Maurice Duhamel

‘would be met

BRITTANY TODAY

none of the other commueggw ¢
in uniting local opinion, (
accepted by the Governmen:
crastination was finally aban
Professor of Geography at Rennes
stage a member of C.E,L.I,B—
equivocal behaviour and lac
ministries concerned. This le
and to what Phlipponng_hﬂ
notables, and he himself and
members resi_gned.

The situation now |
a new growth of
Under the Fourth
ber of failures,
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BRITTANY TODAY
to a rash of inscriptions — ‘Liberez Gourvennee _

; on walls g exfunctory fashion, i
over France. The Government gave way to avoid wgg 2 -;nl;e illusion about ensuing re
manifestations and both were discharged by the Morlaix the contemporary politics of
Tribunal. There were certain improvements for Breton at which radical means of prot

‘agriculture; the price of industrial electricity, which had been e ted. After this point, the
highﬁr than in the rest of France, was reduced, and colleges | _

of further education were set up in Rennes and Brest. Thoe &
were other individual measures introduced in answer' tol e nasely fmrlnu?
- of ultimatums from C.E.LLB. _ : etk
: _?tid;.lnma s from CE.L.LB., but they were not ﬁ:::fm, but this is really t
L in France for these
Combat writes abou the

cal front the Mouvement pour 'Organisation
(M.OB.) now attracted the general support
1o rallied around CE.L.LB. An M.O.B. con
-Brieuc in December 1962, |
al colours. This very prolifera
des was however to prove its undo
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They follow the teachings of Lenin on the rights of minog
groups; they are Breton nationalists, Socialists, and seek g . )
‘revolution in methods of governmental administration, The '1
are a group of non-violent intellectuals and workers wltlmm
thg ideological ngldlty of many left-wing splinter parties,
Their membership is small, but they produce a worthwhile 'I'
£ ‘paper, Bretagne Rwoluhonm're which is on sale on most
h@@'kesulls and must therefore have a fairly wide circulation,
The Communist (French Party) Mayor of Rostronen, a
m the centre of Brittany, buying a copy of this paper
with 1 surprise: ‘I see there are French Comm
| mmums_ts I never knew this!’

BRITTANY TODAY

in the Breton movement, towards
Church in Brittany has not been
last Archbishop of Rennes,
the Pays-Basque, and no doubt ala
all too familiar situation in Br
actually went so far as to ho
schools and to refuse mass. to
parties, threatening them with e
The other groups bri '
nght—wmg group pamculaﬂ;y

qucst[ons, Breun' ¥ AL
Breton as a WOrkl Iod
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how they worked their co-operative experiment, She i of protest, whereas the C

‘was responsible for the horses and other livestock, in gddluo ports centralist methods of

to cooking for a family of eight. Her day is complicateq b§ il The area is Breton-speaking.

the fact that there are no school buses in this part of the 08 hotel made an appointment fo
country. ‘When 1 arrived there was a meeting of farmery Coént, 1 heard her say m answer

Eamgj on in an upstairs room, two of the children were ill, to how well I spoke ,F

aud there were to be twelve for lunch. Nevertheless she frangais mieux que vous.” Tl

so social it was hard
invitation [ attended a
ing what the various s
presence of a foreign visit
Jaic the Mayor was una
which followed the
\-whmh elapscd' eLWe

d me with the utmost calm and showed me over their
~of the property. In addition to all this she often
_j"_;_tanve and informed articles for the youm

e like these in Brittany who feel that the poli
ropean Com:msmon in Brussels do not take

y and to ha\rc oﬁe in thxe;
_prepmd to ‘work. hard
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trouble, as explained in the firs '
only a very small fraction of pent by
local authorities without the préfer's permission, ang g
is still tacit governmental policy that the Bretg '

t chapter on Brittany, i
taxation can be g

N countr
national park requests for |
mpathetically viewed. For
eighbouring marsh and buy
only on condition that it sh

expenditure are not always sy
stance permission to drain a n
surrounding land was granted
be used for tourist attractions and not for a local indy
such as the processing of farm produce, although this
of initiative is desperately needed to keep the young |
The real scandal about this particular incident was -
was the Saint-Nicolas Caisse Agricole which advanced
iyd 1 moneys subscribed locally, but the Maire
nable to use the loan as it wished. It sh
that the young do not want to leave by
by lack of employment.
; side of Saint-Nicolas is good

BRITTANY TODAY

which he farms with his bm‘hi"' ey raise
the north, and to the _southh;?g
livestock, mainly maize. T e
that farms of under fifey hec:m e

to be disproved in the case of Brittz
who are obviously Weﬂ e,ﬁ’,
traditional family context. In spiggf
the least of which is the departure of ¢
be a sad and dying commg?j.ey
is a strong local life _ar.id su
are gay and friendly people.
social gloom of the i

Paris region spend their
monstrous that it should
oblige communities such as S
continued exist
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nationalist. The fact that the membership figures of natjgns
list parties is lower than that of Plaid C

nationalist party, bears little relation to a mounting conscious-

ness of Breton identity, of interest in Breton history as j¢
really was and not as it has been taught, and in the Breton
language and literary traditions. Modern Breton literature js

alive as never before, and Breton contestataire songs are of the
most moving and musical in this contemporary form of W

test. The Fest Noz or evenings of entertainment which take
place all over Brittany are not backward-looking folklore to
impress the tourist, but truly indigenous and inventive occa-

;ﬁgnls-'.'.lndividml senators, members of Chambers of
~ merce and Agriculture, amongst other local dignitaries, ad
- a far more pronouncedly autonomist attitude than has

Tecent governments

THE ROOTS OF IDENTITY

ymru, the Welsh

5

The Coming-of-Age
Welsh Nation
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seventh century, over the whole of southern Britain, In face
twenty years passed before he began to annul the pupigicy
laws imposed by Henry IV after the collapse of Qe
Glyn Dwr's rebellion in 1408, At the b

time of H Tudope
accession, however, the Welsh saw th S S

emselves as a vietos _
rwise, but their buddia:
at this most crucial epoch,

nation. History was to prove othe
nationalism was for the time being,
lulled into acquiescence.

Today the Bretons and the Welsh speak as if they had
always recognized their Celtic ancestry. In fact in both cases

they only rediscovered that they were Celts during the
Romantic Revival in the ninetcenth century. It is doubtful

reat Celtic civilization of the Iron Age all through
which reached its apogee around 500 B.C., and there

ng languages of the Western ex
ts of this civilization entered
ing earlier Celts and still
: % of culine. Folk

! §-AGE OF THE WELSH NATION 61
ING-OF~ Rom
g coM

T there ever was one single Celric race, but there was

Henry Tudor claimed kinship
¢ from which Breton and Welsh, amongst :

e d a number of roads remained but the

. ;:neral]y left fewer traces than in F

invasions Were another matter. As
ey e

invading ;
Saxons, tween the Wf:]“. i 1;.
»t Welsh but 2 native of Cumberland, wrote of
gggle for survival: i
They shall praise their God, and hold

as of old,
B except Wild Waes' they shall lose

King Arthur, another figure of this p
a native of south-west Britain

son Arthur in his honour.
e, the heirs to the great Brit
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‘been harder to penetrate than Brittany. Moreover, as Giraldus T ' -
Cambrensis noted on his journey through Wales in the twelfch The twelfth-century Renaissance in Europe had
century, the population lived in scattered homesteads rather of intellectual affinity cutting across national

even Europe of the twentieth century has n

. mmﬂed villages. Depending mainly on livestock for food b fiftocnth cenmiey mbtise

they moved from their summer pastures, where their fact that in

u;omin homes, the hafoty, were, to the hendre of mli: cant than it was later to become explains

occupation at a_lower level —a custom very similar to the the Welsh establishment departed for

- of the Basques. Curiously, as the Normans even before the accession of Hemy. T
the Tudor famﬂy itself is a case in point.

Wales, some groups of Welsh-speakin opl
vards and established settlements in whatg wl.:,emi: an Anglesey squire, was a eougin to C
the border counties. Welsh-speaking communities whose revolt he actively participated. ]
in south-west Herefordshire into the nineteenth uite normal for his son Owen |

o this day a village north of Gloucester is called EnshshTIfﬁgs- Henry :fh th'r‘:n:
~a clear anglicization of mmes mawr or ‘great _;.fweAt:nge:eyur _[":’]:155 5‘:“ thas m

s not finally conquered until the defeat of Vs death he made a remarkable

Iatd!eendofthcthlrteenthcmmfy m&d(\::homam:ifmw

His brother David,
[ mShtawsbnryamntte:e’f'

- impulsive brother, was .'
and Glyn Dwr, whos
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- warmth, friendliness, loyalty to one’s neighbour and a host

_ With the exception of Mary, the first preoccupation of the
Tudor dynasty was the strengthening of the monarchy in its
- newly enlarged and consolidated nation-state of England

~ and Wales. The Act of Union with Wales specified that
T was to be the only official language. Although they
| Welsh, or rather Brtsh, ancestry neither Henry

nor Elizabeth were any more sympathetic towards the
~of the Welsh language than were contemporary French
 towards languages other than French spoken on

of her remaining landed gentry, Wales
ed to degenerate into a dying area of rural
ch as those which have characterized the now

vest of France. Such social paralysis would

territory. With the departure of her intelligentsia and

in the qualty of both the Welsh

- e —

ith cOMING-OF-AGE OF THE WELSH N,
T

verted to Protestantism at Oxford, a complete
the Bible appeared in 1588 The Salesbury
impossible to read aloud, which was afnsr all
sonants at the beginning of Welsh

chat not one in ten Welshmen could u
work was both scholarly and poetic,
classic Welsh. It was compiled by Wi
Vicar of Llanrhacadr-ym-Mochnant,
Berwyn mountains, probably
men one of whom was the poet
Welsh scholars, it is possib
this version is very pure. On
London ordered that a copy
church before Christmas Day
passed in 1581 imposed a
attendance at church,
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in a marked manner in the course

m the upper-class anglicized gentry and the other Welsh
classes, a division reinforced by the barrier of language. -

THE

_ M the public-education movement of the 18705 the g i':;cl:ou:ty there was, in the e;ﬂy years, ger
opular language of Wales was Welsh. The Times in 1866 )] of Chartism, as _ ;
might well deplore the situation and say that ‘the Welsh nings of trade unionism. ‘The Ir
- language is the curse of Wales', but the fact remained. This ‘ support _political radicalism, but
- one °’..f the strengths of the Nonconformists, whose Labour Member o0 -
services were in Welsh, since although the Tudors had elected at Merthyr Tydfl, ch
‘Welsh official ecclesiastical status, not one Welsh-speak. to recognize the necessity for
can bishop was sent to Wales between 1720 and 1870, genuine narurc of the social
say that there were no remarkable bishops; movements.

For the chapels exercised as

d, there was Bishop Thirlwall of St David's,
elsh well enough to be able to preach in that
~above all the great reforming Bishop Burgess,
who was greatly preoccupied with the
clergy
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T

of whom were Anglican. The picture which they drew was |  ovement. Following Edward u:fxyg.“m
black, to say the least. i blished the first serious study '
¢ was : slicies w : : P Jasses became interested
It was true that school facilities were woefully inadequate mghmzed upper clas A Jook e

but added to this fact, which no Welshman would haye The initial approach was 2 backwnrd ok W
denied, there was a tacit assumption throughout the com. > history rather than Rmmtﬁﬁon :
‘mission’s three reports that to speak the Welsh language was ¢che Welsh language of DanoaN
synonymous with illiteracy. Further, 2 number of gratuitous Brittany, at a later date. Yet the B4
] tions were made on the virtue of Welsh women and a5 ! history and literature by the d’ﬁ:ﬁ;’t

~ to what went on at nocturnal Nonconformist services, which time helped to resurrect the lost -

~ were certainly inaccurate. The publication of these reports, :_L which a national movement cannot g

- since referred to as ‘The Treachery of the Blue Books', caused the exiles who acted first. Two s

n in Wales. The London press responded with don: the first, in 1751, the Sadiagy

ferring to Welsh society as one ‘whose habits were published poems t ted from

of animals’ which ‘would not bear description’. The contemporary Welsh verse !

antipathy between the Welsh and the English, which ]
able feature of the last hundred years, was

if not created by this uproar. Lord

about Welsh ‘baboons’ in 1972 caused :
cther of the Welsh clans. As is later
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alone understand, a fourteenth-century English poet. Wales Heath or Harold Wilson making pi B

rediscovered her birthright with love. Her civilization hag Gladﬁwﬂcs footsteps in favour of the

.mimﬂ sufficiently intact for earlier Welsh poets to pe snchi gathering, for since the demise ofthﬁ

understood in a later age. i nagional force there has been a noticeable
~ The first practical and popular result of this literary moye. : of W.]gs and Westminster.

Lk m&t renewal of the Eisteddfod, coincided more directly rhaps the creation of W “
~ with the Romantic Revival. Fisteddfodau had been held Jm“;'ﬁf in the last half of the ninet

- in the Middle Ages and as late as 1568, although on this laer finally fertilized the ground ft?r. she s
the bards had to have special licences to prove that jonali ly Welsh
were not 'n.g!bon&s, a governmental attitude already
of a cerain English incomprehension of Welsh 1
¢ ﬁm revived Eisteddfod was held at Corwen in
d by a Thomas Jones of the same town,
Society of the Gwyneddigion. Another was
same year at Bala. Av first the Fisteddfodan
by the landed gentry, in particular
Ibmwer' In thc mnetecm:h cem

naty

| Courts of Great Sessions — had
the fmal structure of th‘
amorphous condition than before.
and the Welsh have always been -
conformists found it difficule

Oxbridge. There were
uegemOxfordforW
backed up by the n

he 18605 had no more
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of Lloyd George. It is interesting to consider this parliam _ | in 1888 while the Conservanves

tary evolution in relation to the background of the Iﬂ i ch;:,ajl\fembers appointed whips of e L

mﬂ. Because their Nonconformism led to dislike of [ of the Irish Party. The Mﬂﬂ Of i e o
Roman Catholicism, and because Irish immigrants to industria) . but they were recurned with 8 Taje8 =

Wales were unpopular, the Welsh were not in first in. one of whom were Welsh Members. 1t

stance sympathetic to the movement for Irish Home Rus. which a Welsh lobby would presene A
Three men were however to do much to overcome this stone offered Ellis the post of Junior

initial reaction, after which Ireland served as an inspiration jlemma which this offer created
o the idea of Welsh political autonomy. The first of these | :lflRobert Ambrose Jones's thesis
Irish poet and politician of Welsh descen, Thomas meant that he c'?uld'

whose writings were popularized in Wales by Gwilym J; D. A. Thomas when in 1894 they
g, 2 man of international outlook who was himself independent Welsh Pausg.
pondence with the Hungarian Kossuth. The second ceeded Gladstone, agreed to
nd Michael Danicl Jones who, although a stabli
invited the Irish revolutionary Michacl Davitt,
son, to lecture in Wales. Finally a you A
preacher, Robert Ambrose Jones, ary
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~ Rule to a House of Commons virtually empty of Welsh
: Members, Welsh nationalism was not to reappear until oy
It is difficult to convey the relationship between Welsh
nationalism and the Liberal Party without appearing g
~ denigrate the achievements of the Liberals as a great reforme
~ing party both in England and Wales. This would be more
~ than unjust, as in Wales itself they did much to combat the 6
- abusive powers of landlords, and in Great Britain as 2 who W
2 | the foundations of social security. Even h*
the Intermediate Education Act of 1889 w
d by a Conservative Ministry was nevertheles
impulsion. So was the disestablishment of d
ch in Wales, and in 1907 the creation of
department in the then Board of Educ
tor, a distinguished Welsh academic,
latter body was to revolutionize
to the teaching of Welsh in sch

|
|
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tunate enough still to enjoy it. This philosophy is the lei ' x tionalist than hitherto, a number |
- of the national movements of the Basque country, of gwmq %ﬁuﬁ not only in South Wales, are
e and of other old nations or regions some of which cur t acros | "’?;dn their financial support from the Nao
'm moml frontiers. The Welsh National Party, whose . w Yet perhaps 2 further and more tﬁ%ﬁ'
~ evoluton is described below, were understandably reserved ' :-fnd‘hﬂm? of the Labour =y
aym Bmish membership of thc EE.C, fearing that the m : been that any English P"lm‘:ll w
egot | would relegate Wales to an even more peripheral h'smmhst plulusoph)' of EOWM e
n than hitherto, Now that Britain is 3 member they pave difficulty in admitting specifically |
orking on a realistic European policy. The most ime :Rulc for Wales and Scotland was once.
result may well be their alignment with other groups e. Labour fought the

h are fighting the same battle. It has not yer
where this confrontation will take place,

dﬁlmbemthcliumpem Parliament, butmwh_ 5

. on a Scottish Home

the esrly 1g50s to this effec
Association, with over two million

the Attlee Government. H
Wales has subsequently besa

at the moment in the opini
Motharp-mes.'l‘heydonm:{
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Party. Further evidence of growing Welsh CONSCiousness wac
ﬂutm before the report of the Bowen Committee in -
of bilingual road-signs was after long delay ﬁmlly

by the Government, road-signs were going up in Wclsh P

well as English in many parts of Wales, j

A Government in London has made efforts to meer thic

e situation through the establishment in 1964 of 2 Welsh Secma
- tary of State and of the Welsh Office and the adoption in

i of the Welsh Language Act, which gave cqual validity
1 languages. Nevertheless an opinion survey carried our
Commission on the Constitution in 1971 showedtbg' i
majority of opinion in Wales was dissatisficd with governe
i& present form. The Scots say the Scottish Office
London in Scotland rather than Scotland in
the same is sometimes said abour the Welsh
it can reasonably be claimed that the We

le nﬂhmdby the proposal th‘lt

has &mx implemented only under p 4

DAY

TO
WALK-S ' ]
have ended to return Gaullist deputies to

were returned in the 1973
ﬂugﬁ 'Ifhe: ;?rrench Government mwp:m this,

he past, but Plaid Cymru is now
ﬂl:f ot cmg;oads into the electoral
and it shoald not be forgotten :hgt |

bour Party won over the same
:heplz; Cymru did very well in a

servative Government the
the by-elcction at Merthyr
a Conservative
second, and the Col
didates lost thcn' de
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et W from her rural areas left Wales in the extremes of moment
= economic depression. The Labour Party fought with 1 o‘_. ?fmn]:ﬁgnhc progress, s bymﬁ; seems
for their Welsh constituents, but on a general platform of free of administration from pigmpy=
justice for the working class. It was probably the that the sam¢ could be r.;ue group of e
possible policy at the time. Evenntthcnutbmkoftheh wW’“‘ﬁ’"‘s‘ lmN:vmat
A m were still far more unemployed in Wales than j in ! under Professor Ed document: ‘The
wd an mtel'CS""g oA
/in the 19208 2 number of those given to fundmeu Welsh Economy, 19¢8-19565) e

l thinking, of which Wales since her rea

.

been in short supply, began to relate the fact thit: ; the cost of government in

lic depression was even more severe in Wales than ig{_-
d to the system of remote government, almost colonial
er, by which Wales was administered from Lunduq.
> they were deeply concerned about etmgma
e aawhdcmd:}ndeeayofWekh ull

scholastic standards. When one

pmducl: of Wales in 1956 was £7

£220,000,000. Plaid Cymm
and professional study of the
was one of the documents
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. Tity WALES il
Biocic identity? This will be the backgro | ciated that the roots of language are
political battle in the years to come. Sromnd e n:;:c sm:;lc requirements of making m':h
_ The growing consciousness of scparate identity in Wales wood. There was an ineresting example of it
is then part of a movement which is gaining ground chm% in Cardiff when a parson giving 8 SCEIBRE
out Europe at the moment, and indeed elsewhere: witness = _‘gomﬁshﬁpcaki“g congregation SHM psed 1
preoccupation of American politicians with their ‘ethnics’ and g the consternation of those in the church.

the growth of nationalist movements in the Sovi .o of a heart-attack and was reverting to.

et Union,

It is difficult therefore to assess how much the changing wure to which he in Lis pessGRetSs
atmosphere in Wales is due to this general historic w ﬁ:u;:lr Plaid Cymru, which has ¢
and how much to the activities in particular of Plaid Cvmml and economic objectives, nOr the Wels
Welsh Language Society and an organization known s want Wales to be exclusively W
Urdd, a Welsh youth movement (the latter two are is bilingualism, but both recognize
w). b used by government, not

there are many people who describe themselves
sts with a small ‘n’. That is to say that although
not belong to one or other of these groups they
with a governmental approach which cl
one unit of a centralized administration.
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house in Llanuwchllyn ‘Y Neuvadd Wen', or ‘Whiggj nﬂ usic, both craditionally based mg” w
showing a sense of humour as well as the charm ang and in Iil"' :denﬂg the musical propensities of
gence for which he was renowned. Certainly his ared to the Basque or Breton.

..... msf"“‘ |sh Language Society was m
a;l;!:adcm speech b Y*““dmmm‘

Wekh, was encitled “The Fate of e 2

3 leadership must have been important or he could hﬂn.
o succeeded in mvoiunomnng contemporary axutudu: to &.
X place of Welsh in the Pnnclpahw s schools. In addition 1
his official work he found time, in 1892, to start 2 clnzdu; |
:SIW \ﬁfdmmr which had a success with 's
over was taken over by his son, Sir
Owen Edwards, on his death, and it was from this pubg:d: Welsh people, the level of g
the idea of the youth movement, the Urdd, was launched o the intelligent young.  He

national or as an
1e Urdd is sometimes unfairly criticized now by young lie, he was a foundm' %li
Bﬁ% Welsh Language Society for its non-involve- from 1926 t0 1939 As an

_sad for the boy-scout atmosphcre ef

tmbyw!nchtheyonng
. vallaysoonldm:x_
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in fact the members, who are mostly young, are dedicarcs from th
to non-violence. There have been situations in E@wﬂm' | ot

recent years where the bureaucratic elephant has proved im. ;

¢ cultural Efue?;?; thm -
areas in Welsh life today, &

of Probl::;te d questions of enngmon and

of unemployed in Wales

movable by constitutional coaxing and has had to be prodded reentage 3 3 ziad
with the sharp instrument of demonstration and local popular ?bmg:ﬁﬁn}’ hishl:r‘tha!;l mclE‘:fghn:}’ and is
unrest. It is doubtful whether the increasing recognition hy. become MOTE so_Wl:h the 05‘:: g §
London of the importance of the Welsh language to the Welsh The young conunue i ngn emﬁl&?
~ would have been achicved without the various activities & L from outside they do not alw )'SW
~ these young people. 2 petter jobs. One ".f‘é‘v_“w-' '
A paralle] exists between the religious revival of the kst | educational patrern in VYAaies

y and the beliefs of the Welsh Language Society. The
ers whom I have met scemed to be fundamentally
although not necessarily belonging to any particular
are in revolt not only against official neglect of
but against the inroads which the consumer
‘making into Welsh culture with its spiritual values,
rhaps more marked than those of contemp
It is part of the rejection by the intel
values of a materialist and unif

ing the able young into teachers.
:fd‘ more technical skills.

Wales herself suffers from
South is overpopulated and
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a balanced course in attracting industry, and some g
mostly unskilled, has been available for loeal people. Neges
theless when I inquired at a number of employment
in the South of Wales whether they had been noti
vacancies in mid-Wales their reply was negative, Man
the workers in the South are the descendants of people
rigrated from rural Wales in the last century and it woy
to be desirable that they should return to i
o the vacant jobs rather than workers being brought i
ds. Hard-pressed officials responsible for e
- are understandably impatient with cultural
rtheless such considerations are vi
at politicians are fond of referring
~Although this problem affects Wales v
‘Other parts of Europe, such as tt
the French colonies - Corsica,
s—are equally afflicted.
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Government. There is indeed an active if unofficial e, _ French police to five Bas
ment in France for true decentralization or Rgionaliz"'a' Y mﬂﬂdfhb);;,l;iicr at a point in the Pyrene
Totally in contradiction to the policy of regionaliy _ _ :h Jast war the French Go
clally proposed by the French authorities, the movemens A{*U;;Jn agreement, and in practice
is strong and has certain limited chances of success, the yes to Temain in what they x¢

It is _pgrtic,qlar]y tl}e Spanish Government which f{:ﬂq nery on the French side of ﬂle b

y combined with a peaceful reunification of the

seven Basque provinces is therefore out of the question, a
‘the moment. The French provinces are
they arc anti-French; on the contrary France
- grateful for the patriotism of the Fi
e because they wish to retain
ing the Parisian passion for 1
provinces would hardly 1
Spanish Basques if it meant

_numerable
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) |
Thnm was a time, as is shown b . it
S ] Y Agmrres a | 3
] with Bidault mentioned above, when ?;‘;?hef ;1 apiliies © ¢ induscrial employment e
for the Basques would have led them to ignore Pﬂh% = | djmlmsh e % o
on French soil. There are two main reasons 3 : It is not on I"«{re r}::}rlustembqm r; e

;hc French no longer turn a blind eye to the presence

_.Basq_uc separatists. The first is the tacit, if coy
on between the French and Spanish gr)vcrmrlemsa
e on many subjects and wish A collabomte_‘

Catzlan area an
Jabour available, scuth-west France

an economic desert by Frenc

mneteenth century, are n
e for soul:h-wew
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especiall'y at |

SO i
Mﬂ:df:ﬁ. now in Southern Basque industry,
This co-operative development i
Republic and the autonomgus Bas((ilifs(;f;:in the days of the |
to protect itself from accusations by Lhemmmt' I i e
.E:;m.rgfnment of being politically avant-garde timscmt T
.a;.\.b.'?qndmgon has become increasingly rechr;{)locica(i-amﬁﬁ - g
bgmgplaeed rather on the devel;)pment ofg m;nemm ent _.;
]argg .‘;ﬁﬁi ;1;1:1{1;1!011 social experiment. Moreover it i:gm i
e of'gl cmPloymg 3,000 workers on the mmuf:gt: :
e ¢ mywd electrical equipment such as transistors, "
vision | ”refngerators. Further capital investment
nirec and has been forthcoming from Spanish
3 mw Of’the latters’ natural conservatism has
bility of further social development
-A. now disapproves of the Mondmgm;
f the scheme are still of intere
ing arrangements are perhaps pa

rHE FUTURE OF FHE BASQUES

frontation berween autonomists and
more acute form in Spain than elsewhere
existed since the days of the E

The passion for centralized government

of Spain resembled not so m
wealth. Lope de Vega was able
escapade by removing himself to
Jaw did not apply- Since the first
dencies, one in favour of ¢ _

autonomy, have run like a
often violent, always preset
be identified with parti
At the height of the crisis ¢
Basque National Party wa
parties. It was
although it had
and considerabl
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possible. The Catalans had been granted their :
autonomy in the summer of 1932. The Basque movs::::te faf.
Home Rule, on the other hand, was unsuccessful umﬂm o
'I‘he Basque Government finally held office only bet:,,? 9
b_“ 1936 and August 1937, when the Basque pmmncmm

v errun by Franco's troops and Gernika was flattened

fact the hand of the Republican Government was forced
case bf the Catalan statute. On 4 April 1931 elecnaas :

ur of the maintenance of the monarch
¢ . Nev
Alfonso XIII, dec_lded to abdlcat_e, buf

onally led a separate
provinces, since the founding
Navarra which lasted until the
the Carhsts, whose main st
gﬂongly in favour of econt
put they were also stro
nght-mng The Repubhcm 30
wing and anti-clerical, il
clericalism which led to

Although the other !
in favour of Home R
the mecting in Pamplon:
been marked by a co
and the lefr-wing el
ing the discussion
.Basque deputies,

had traditi
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THE FUTU
clergy at the moment is one of
situation in Catalufia different
provinces. The monastery of
hold of a movement in p

reform: the introduction of social insurance, childrems |
allowances and measures to ensure the equal mpmsemzaﬁo; o
of workers and employers on the boards of directors both of =
industrial companies and the banks. They founded ﬂle, % o in p
Basque University and supported state education. All this ' supporting Catalan autonomy 1
‘was achieved in spite of the hardships of food shortages due political fields. Monserrat howe
to the blockade, bombing by the German Condor Legiaﬁ;- side of the Church. The Catalans
fighting on two fronts and an indigenous population swollen or at any rate attend church
by 100,000 refugees. B : this has been so for some tme.
" The Spanish Republican Government lost the Civil War, o which often cxists between
12 the armed rebellion led by General Franco supported ! nomists among his parishioner
by German and Iralian troops. Without the help of these Jeads Valera to assess f
countries the outcome might well have been different, being potentially more x|
that is now past history. The legal Spanish Government Caraluna.
nowhere was the débicle more complete than
fall of the autonomous Basque State. Its leaders w
: to become exiles. Of those who
ding many priests, were shot.
There is little place
iclan with his
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other three Spanish Basque provinces of Vizeaya, G“imeﬁ ?
and Alava. In spite of these dynastic mutations the B e
persisted as one of the oldest European cultures mththm.

very particular laws, language and way of life, Qp the

French side of the present frontier attempts to eliminage

Basque individualism started in earnest with the French

Revolution, whereas in Spain it was not threatened until the

close of the first Carlist War in 1839. '

. The Basques are one of the oldest European groups t
E have preserved both their culture and their language; theo

PN g their origins are as numerous as they are biza

instance in 1140 a monk from Cluny produced the the

: they were descended from Scottish tribes introduced

sar. It would be out of place here to pursue th

guistic ancestry, and I shall simply quote

oyheneche, himself a Basque, and Dr |

the most respected authorities on the B:

the Indo-European group, fro

HE BASQUE PEOPLE
known that the_._B:asq_
h one or two 9tl_an_r§
the Aryan invasions

T

It is now
together Wit
mﬁkcn before

: others, descend. Sm‘ll Ji
:}I:;m;%inion of scholars, pmbabl
prehistoric family o_f languages :
The names of wo_rkmg—teq:ls: n

titzur is a pick; aitZur, SCISSOTS

Towards the sevent.h
their name, ‘Vasconia, :
valley of the Ebro, to
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to foreigners passing through their country. el ' Louis XV reduced thc powers
eleventh century pilgrims secking to cross :ﬁ; Pfr:ﬁ the ﬂ.-;gor”“ Louis XVI abolished
their way to St James of Compostella were often mg:k%" = | the Basque provinces mlSp'sm-a}'._
In 1179 the Council of Lateran excommunicated the Lonarchy was not sutlic S
Basque people for their hostility to these pilgrims, Ap ‘ n:ld was, moreover, e feda]:al 5
menk wrote at the time: ‘In this country there are.mm :here was a serious Basque noes =
traps to be avoided near the passes over the Pyrene'g's"y = " The French Revolution, Wik
, pulation can go to the devil. They attack pum : firmed rather than revemd
sticks, exact money and if none is given they even look specific Basque liberties in |
j rousers. For a sou the Navarrese will kill a Frenl whereas the four 'Sp?‘m y
. Nevertheless they are good on the battlefield certain autonomy a
_ rteenth century the French Basse-Navarre the Basques had enjoye
ormed part of the Kingdom of Navarre | never_existed. Most
‘ proprietors with.

ere under the sovereignty of the King of |
also Duke of Aquitaine. However, the :
' certain areas of Eu
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“however, then as today, the word “liberal’ W3S Synonymens
with centralist Jacobin theories, Napoleon bequea:hz:x%
prefectorial administrative system to France along with
1@1 code, and these are both still in force today. The §
departure of Napoleon to St Helena therefore did noth
to lessen centralist and uniformist pressures from Paris enﬂﬁ -
‘French Basque provinces. 14
Ia Spain the four Basque provinces began seri
oppose the Madrid Government after 1839. The laps;
: W from this date until the founding of the Basque
nent in 1894 is lus:onca]ly the briefest of inter
the four Spanish provinces each retained their
Economico — assemblies responsible for taxation
s of local government—until they were mer
ed autonomous Basque State of
co’s armies overcame Basque re
ediately put an end to the a

Spanish Basque -

The Basque cauntrg and
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do not suffer from depopulation; industry is in fact shor
labour, and this is one of the reasons why Bilbao Chamber
Commerce is considering the implantation of subsidiaries

3

dustries in the undeveloped areas from which they N

however less happy than might appear at first sight.
‘many areas which were industrialized in the last ce
or instance Lorraine, a number of factories have bec

THE ROOTS OF IDENT)

nlike the French Basque country the Spanish Proviices

lescent and are finding it difficult to remain comp
o is dirty and shabby; the industrialized towns s

constantly polluting rivers and the countryside.
atmosphere is reminiscent of the Black Country
. Banks which were originally Basque have m
to Madrid, and although the

AHISH BASQUE TERRITORY
5P ._ 2
- to Madrid and 400 pesetas were

each residential quartet of Bilbao. T

f1 whole city- ¢
fm: dssﬂntpc' gﬁished Basque schol
in the sense
government,

that he would
described the situa
the past, national po]itics..h:ﬂ_’.!.--
community of peasantf
were and are appomte_d-
even local politics cloulg_i
is however Basque 10 1 ng
the Burgos trial, he says,
much politically as by an €
i |
. m" msmﬁa&m
N onatam, would be




114 THE ROOTS OF IDENT;T_‘* f

of the Basques from their southern and no :
to unite in one Basque state. But whereas i:ﬁ?m
centulf_y.B'asque ‘separatism’ was mainly aimed at the re m
cf a dividing frontier and the right to an independent mm
ment and a flag, the aim of Basque nationalism since Igovem.-f
bean the creation of an autonomous Basque state in agf‘?d;z
Eumpe, which brings contemporary Basque nationalists ingg
line with the Breton and other movements of the 197435;1%
\ After 1945 1.:he apogee of the Basque National Party’s in-
fluence came in a general strike which they organized i
ELA., their trade-union wing, and with other trade uni T
in the Spm;ﬁh Basque provinces. It should be remembered -
all trade unions other than the so-called union sponsored
‘the Government are illegal in Spain. Nevertheless the s s
was supported by more than 100000 workers, parti
; and Guipuzcoa. Apart from alarming Madrid, it

TERRITORY

S'EANISH BASQUE

.1e0logy, but W€ were not Marxists b
::E‘I;'ezﬁ}}: against cenxral:za_tmfg. _Wg-

' reading newspapers, giear
E::“Ez’uld from all over the woazﬁ
we ran ook the fform of1 lectures folls

oup ran for twelve mo
?;?kgc{ irrlJ the villages and wns
originally come, explaining wlut had
the mincteenth century ar the
language and culture.

‘As you know,
over by Marxists. Gl
and less for the peace
community itsel h
in reaction to govern
Marxists are impatient ¥
the slow cultural ap%ﬁjl
ET.A. because they b
1 would still . i
Socialist Feder




116 8

THE ROOTS oF IDENTITy
Bgsque-speaking teachers was considered suspect and
fore suspended.

This is not said in defence of Franco’s police, ey
spokesmen of the Spanish Army itself declared themselves dis.
gusted by revelations of police methods made at the Byroe
trial, The use of torture by the police for the questioniﬁé !
political suspects is unfortunately well documented, A b
published in France in 1970, Batasuna: La Répression auy
Pays Basque; gives attested details of individual cases. The
persecution to which E.T.A. has been subjected has led |
become more violent in its methods, but this has not had
effect of alienating the population; rather it has i
their sympathy for its activities.

Divided into different ‘assemblies’ known respectivel
he - s 4, 5 and 6, E'T.A. embraces two main
letimes in opposition to each other,

ANISH BASQUE TERRITORY
sP .

vernme =
erson than the B:shep
Jess 2 P Even th.e SPamh

ent. Sk : i
Sealinisc and centralsc in outlook, i
. pathetic attitude to Basque. ciii

in a region of higher
tioned above it has al
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country, who have generally retained close links with Madrig
Arana Goiri, the founder of the Basque National Pagpy. d'
the son of a militant Carlist, a ship-builder of gn_}y“n%&}vg
importance. The early supporters of the Basque Natjgw

Party were small industrialists, professional people o pr.

bers of the bourgeoisie. This party, although of the e;;

politically, had its trade union wing, but the bulk of its syp.
port in the carly days was middle-class. Today ET
attempting to attract more working-class members, but its
leaders are intellectuals, and one at least comes from a very
- The present resurgence of Basque nationalism in
Spanish provinces therefore seems to involve representativ
of all social classes, particularly in Vizcaya and Gui
pt for the leading members of the establishment, al
10p of San Sebastian is a notable exception to
blished a letter in which he made the f
; he right of priest to preach
ly, he declared his oppositi

i

NisH BASQUE TERRITORY

is hard to judge tl'_lel_r nurnb;lre ;g
Itﬁ-icial educational statistics but the I

0

le_arﬂ;:gwho told me that they too Were
i::‘ﬂ;':.ll:d,not been spoken in the.;r
lw.ro and that this was becoming q

1 a renaissance of cont
1;:5&1::;5 the most interestung |
song-Writers who write
concerts all through the
must first be vetted by the
are very popular f;jind thﬂ.l.
them. The m_o?_q is emo
Poetry competitions It
general even in

are no young P)
French Basqud
I is clear
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to be a few universal languages in the Europe of the §
there are already —but provided people speak one o
of these to deny them the right to speak their own -
also is to deprive them of their birthright and e
this day in Bilbao telegrams in all main languages are |
for at the same rate except Basque. A telegram in B
costs twice as much,
It may be of interest in concluding this section to
‘tgst available population figures for the four Spanish
lioviness.

10

The Position T
French Basque

Percentage

Population, 1967 a&.r
182,916
971,029

—_—
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N’Tw ¥

BEASQUE COUNTRY

RENCH |
speak it, their language. Even for the stranger with no 4 che first Basque nationglsst_" &
tensions to Basque ancestry the country and jrs peop,:” PR wcre_on bu in 1934 a certain P:ml
feelings amounting to a deep attachment, The num;:m; ol ] elccﬂ # ’ss a Basque Nanon{ll ca
writers, artists, musicians and others who have settled in o hm[-si’-:en Jaye where he received 7,000
country and become more Basque than the e at :

of the poll. The second pa

That young Basques are forced to leave thein P | bes successful and Enbatz olle
search of work is therefore doubly dramatic. The agricul| ' clectorate. In the election of |
interior lacks alternative employment and there is B‘@15';

constituency, having dﬁﬂdgd that
chis was not their role. Haran

has retired from active
are now ISVELUIS

mtlustry around Bayonne. The situation to which this

rise is discussed later but reference is made to it here in or
to explain the background of the contemporary natio

~movements in the French Basque country. e
The first and so far the most important movement
Enbata,! founded by Ximun Haran, now a chemist in Hen
who was the French champion of pelote, the Basque

The son of peasants, he had been brought
> that the road to success led through the aban
gs Basque, and the total assimiliation of

ng his tours of villages in the Basque
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Spanish Basques by the French authorities, an opgant -5 I
called the Mouvement Chrétien Rural has however taje, i
political stand alongside Enbata. Perhaps a change is under i

Another organization which is not yet political, bye C;‘ET :
well become so, is Mende Berri (‘The New Century"), Sy, Bt |
as a publishing house and bookshop with a group of young

] -
people interested in Basque culture and history, it is a bregl,.
away group from an organization called Amaya, which cop.
centrated on cultural activities and which insisted that jts
‘members took no part in any political activity. Tt is intere
that Mende Berri attracts young people from the co
rather than from the city, who are more likely to join En

‘and for this reason it could have a growing political import:
LA om Enbata, the other main organization,

v
N
<
L]

of Basques who are refugees from
authorities. Its most important pe

'n

;

e ey
19

ll _

) rted ﬁnancmlly I'J)’ £
e
national office of E-T.A. 15
is therefore not discussed in this
oriented towards Spain. A4
cerned with what m“Y o]
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create trouble for the French Government. In - S
region this has led to a marked coolness bei;_:m
elements of E-T.A. and Enbata on the one hand and
older official Spanish Basque organizations on the oth ﬁ
are one or two elder statesmen who manage t i e
gap, but it is not general. - s
There is a natural sympathy between the French police
who deal with political manifestations and their
colleagues. The story of the Aberri Eguna demonstration
Saint-Jean-de-Luz in 1971 is a good example. Aberri
celebrated annually on Faster Sunday, is the Basque
day. It is quite normal to have a procession on this
‘especially as many even quite extreme Basque nationalists
d Catholics, the number of priests held in Spanish
S thigt :

F RE N

o yf—:m{:e in protest in the cathe
hm?gcmanifestntioﬂ was WF
This -rinction of hgmg'the .ﬁm

In 1972 S0
inland town. This was
;l::umvertheless took PJ with
mﬁyors and other fum
French parties, and not o
the usual ma'n—tfmildhng;
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great promise. As in Brittany and Wales, the cultura] ;
dates in fact from the last century and is e s

atheri
momentum. In the nineteenth centu:fr ;lnn E lncr%
Euzkaltzaleen Biltzarra, was founded by a Basque
encourage the writing of Basque poetry which he published iy
a periodical, Herria, but although this group still exists jr
looked at askance by Enbata and the young who find
insufficiently comtestataire. 1 attended 2 con

i cert at Louhoussoa
in the autumn of 1971 where I was not only the sol '

foreigner but also, alas, the only person who did not
‘Basque; the whole performance was conducted in th
‘guage. The music was beautiful as was the dancing,
translation of the songs with which I was provided show
rong sense of modern poetry, in no way derivative.
the natural reserve and reticence of the Basqu
le, their good manners on this occasion were -
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or Wales (a tenth of the southern Basque y e
with an even larger proportionate lossaf;% theri’:p;l}am@.'. % . Under 35 e
year by emigration, they present today a tragic G S
B_a‘igorry for instance, an inland village once thx:! mmm.- h ____I__.--—— .
vigorous pastoral activity, the average age of farmers ﬁ It can be seen that thedep
own and work their own property is now fifty-nine Vho countryside has become dramatic.
is more their children for the most part are not Wﬂmag cent go to Paris, 40 per ¢
take over. They have emigrated. In days gone by the dis however, many leave later
contented from Baigorry went to America, but they came employment on the coast.
back and improved the family property with the money t of 270,027, a total of 2,000
had earned. Now they go to Paris and do not return. Mg in search of work, =
of the young Basque people in Paris would like to return to: The material conditions
homeland, even if this means lower salaries and standard | countryside in the last €
living, but there is no employment to offer them. ' 5 tricity and good sanit
In official French Government population statistics the ] tions. It is rather
not show a loss of population, which is simply | young to leave. 1
ng population-tables can be. The fact rural population
depopulated while the coastal bel commune of 1,100
the true situation. The
of rural depopulation and
and cities is a general phe

- i OSITION
Ttﬂ oy - THE EcoNQMIC P

33
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Changes in Population of Coastal Belt, 1876 and 1968

1876 1968 DC;.:;
Rscrne 38,455 15876 | A
Biarritz 5,507 26380 e
Suint-Tean-de-Luz 15319 10 +130

8,543 10,072 +18 [

8,943 8,620 -3

8,998 10,547 +17
85,765 166,595

lation of French Basque Provinces, 1876 and 1968

E ECD‘NOMIC pOSITION
H

jon.ase sensible, slthongh FCEEES
:E:ll:rds have milking machines, and n
or share cutting-machines and tractors.

fact that the local agriculrural Caisse

T

other st :
mAirll Basque farm. Here agait, |
vs it is some protection agait

or the uncertainties of :he
is needed is not SO MCh
cerns, but a slow change
local industry for the p
Michel Phlipponeau has
rofit b
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creation of THE RooTsion Sueit
n of even a limited number of jobs i i .
x co}lr;t;lyslt:!e could change the whoﬁ: P]i?ssu n factories iy
_""'Psi k In winter or the plain cheese ;eadslnnhﬂy the
mlllcR e}n summer that is now sent away to bee from thig
.pm l‘:)'g:fl‘; Y‘;il_f!l greater financial profit if the latter v,
e . The communications — : Wwere
?mhone—are at the moment bad t;utor}fe Fouh an:l tele-
proved. y could certainly pe

The climate and terrain are also hi
p&olg:act?;n of ma.ize, w_hich is in shc}:lr%h]sﬁp;;m:lethf?r the
pmaee tyfa;!hdi.s in Spain. The Basque country is p |
Mﬂ _ 'rﬁ:b crop. Yet maize exported as sucl‘: ¢
- aﬁ?:rn ;i:t ‘when converted, for example into catri )
woulﬂ ofpm uets, produces a good return. Maize-produ
oy course be more economical on large-scale fann:m%

971 q,p(;: hcctares were under this crop but if the siz
- is considered (see the table below) an :e-

THE ECONOMIC POSITION
accounts show that if they did not

kce P .
i and if normal wages were paid,

work,

deficit. -
A farmer whose property extends

example of a successful
of one village, for instance, farms

rented and seven which he
put which he already farms. He.
not for sale, vines whose grapes
at Saint—Etienne-de-Bai'go;gy,- whi
one appellation contrélée
country. He keeps a herd
the production of Rog
Pyrénées from which
of twelve to fourteen
but this type of M
of biondes des Py
always in the
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but that their manifestations discouraged people like himself
from becoming members. He would in fact be prepared to go
much further than Enbata but in secking practical solutions
rather than pursuing political objectives.

As so often in the history of France, little effort has been

made by the local establishment to remedy the backwardness

of the region. The French Government intend the French

Basque country to become a tourist park. The upper class

had supported this proposal as they did not want ‘noise and
smells’ in the countryside, but they have become alarmed by
the extent to which the young are emigrating and now

- this particular aspect of official French policy. More-
factory in a country setting can be perfectly
ive, even attractive visually. The existence of small

on the outskirts of Basque villages, built in this

POSITION
coNOMIC
THE E

products in the hinterland are th

- o0 people.
;Tely:ﬁo tI.)he coast
E‘ .
Pro'I“:llilx;c French Pyrcuegs, espfe&l.
ong since been denuded of ehele &
wood forests for an md?s'm;?ﬁ known
Qf gmber for ships mat;ets.
Intendance 1O rep.lﬁnx b pes.
dmber for the ships o the
tains on the Frcm:h side
2 natural interest in K¢
and foothills as pasture
fically tended the vast
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Today the most important, though seasonal, coastal indys
try is tourism. It is far less cxtensively developed in the
hinterland, partly because of bad communications. R: aﬂm
surprisingly, tourism on the Cote-Basque is one of he
longest-established industries after fishing. Long before other
European shores were discovered by the modern tourist the
Basque coast was patronized in summer by the royal and the |
rich. In 1660 the marriage of Louis XIV to the Infanta Maria
Teresa took place in Saint-Jean-de-Luz, thereby se*.l]ing. the '
Treaty of the Pyrences. The accommodation required for t.
this event led to the construction of some of the earliest i
tourist hotels. In the nineteenth century Napoleon 1T and the
Empress Eugénie installed their summer court ar Biarritz, in
- a villa specially built and named, with touchingly bourgeois
; the Villa Eugénie. In 1862 Bismarck, on a mission to

THE EC

COMMIETCE,

ONOMIC POSITION

T;:nn: o asﬁdmgd“m'mm
ected.
Wﬂ;? at;:’}ymomcnt industry on i
and tourisol, consists firstly of a
ing. Bréguet and the Fo
. two Ccategories 3nd, th
totai of 4,672 pc'qgle- The

manufacture of _Ig'::’b"”

24’0r7.8pe.ro?m
;ﬁmﬁxy sector, _as;ﬂ?"m

dustrial sector emplo;
p_qpulation-. The
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the French Government on regionalization and the w G
structure of educational facilities, e t
The educational picture as always is closely tied up with | e remedied by aS

the question of under-employment and unemployment, i Two of t]:_le
fact that there is no university in the French Basque pro. . Guipuzeod, iy

+our and space.
lﬁo;enﬁoned carlier,
'scriQ“SIY' considering the %
Basque provinces for €€
and political, c.ons_mle. .
as their report points
which is in need

‘vinces is undoubtedly one of the more serious causes of stap.
nation. The nearest universties are respectively at Bordeauy
‘and at Pau. In Brittany the universities of Rennes and Bry
have produced the intellectual ferment which has led to g
nal ing on Breton regional problems. They
study of Breton history, culture and lar

- studies have been made by his department at the |
~ of Rennes, on the economic and geographical prob

- ' It is this type of intellectual s

- lacking in the French Basqu
level there are a number of technica
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The Environment and the Regions

Maddox, then editor of Nature, wrote in The Times:

ction of physical and social mobility and a ret

id. It is curious that after a decade in v
more power for the social
nbarked on social innovations

After the publication of the Blueprint For Survival, John

. . . ask for the decentralization of society, |

HE ENVIRONMENT AND THE REGL
T

dwellers, able to earn their living in
e they ‘belong’.
Wl;:rsstpogsible, then, that 2 greater
Janning of regional develquwlxt €0l
Enswcx's to environmental problems,
has only infrequently occurre R
with one notable _cxeeggmﬁ
CEL.LB, suggested in thci;
cities in Brittany shm'xl_d.
with their surmu_l_-g_dmg .
detailed proposals, d cussed
lined this idea as one Pl ssibl
mental difficulties. To
tiuesdons of over- md
proposal was SIpLy.
idea was met In P
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ixm?nsive industry with more labour-intensive and ' . g5 many Welsh working in. the
artisan employment. The latter could be introduced ggr | Maopy to retum to Wales.

paratively easily in Brittany, the French Basque mﬂmymmé Fn'thc French Basque country

central and North Wales, and could provide em, _ e
above all in the rural areas. This point is of im_pom'pbm above

in all tpese countries there is also a profound unhalan:gm; ¢ e of industry 1n thc- o2
population movement; their towns and cities drain their‘._-o{g,;‘f | af ricultural produce. The a,res

countryside. A redistribution of their population is g5
‘necessary as the creation of more possibilities of employment
for their young people. S

! agricultural comm?d_i!’“?’s which
for pmﬁtﬂ.blc lpmceS‘..imE.
_ ment would give alternative
_ It is perhaps natural, because they need employment and from peasant famllm ol
have hitherto lacked established industries, that the Bretons | local small-holdings. in sO!
T should call for the construction of a petrochemical refinery fifty, an
on the Gulf of Douarnenez, but might not the introdu

) . type of capital-intensive industry in fact
ssive move? Oyster-beds, or possibly fish-farm
ns might be more relevant to the needs
future. This is the forward-looking
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economists. Economic policies after all produce soeis
as financial results. Not only have Ecanon:iss:;m;le:&w;
specialists most favoured by government in the i mn"'
sector, but it has been assumed that economists u:l:cl p
social as well as economic pressures. In fact their ;um
tends to lead them to conceive of society as an inert g mﬁg
as the clay which the sculptor slaps into any desired m
however unnatural, g
What then of the sociologist? In fairness to government
it must be said that many latter-day sociologists are quite as
out of touch with reality. The contemporary field of social
science is divided between the practitioners—social wm.-k&g rak
of one type or another —and the theoreticians. The latter :
frequently under an obligation to produce technical litera-
They ' '

146

i.

r work will be judged unscientific. As most
in an academic setting they seldom
rete social situations or problems. Social
ner hand, usually have a very real unde

function or fail to function, but

some disa

AMENT AND THE REG
o gNVIRONM
THE F

SErous expeﬁel}ces mnfm
- e_scale private enterprise t
Fpur:izliin lizgions. The p._olic_.y :af-:-.@.
E;gi geared only to the requiremel
disregarding the needs of the
lie; therefore the loca,hz_y [::s M
There has been no eﬁe_(__:ﬂ._._e_
defending local interests. I_n.g:p_
reference is someumes
Ireland, but this shows am
failure of Stormont, whu:h lie
or remedy the cultural di
section of the Ulster popula
" In both Great Bri
g_évemmentsl establishm
parties) come tog
quite plainly do
in from the per
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: Ty
environmental problems, and at the same time thay
nationalists themselves should follow the lead of B, tl)g
CE.L.LB. and press their claims more urgently b emphasi &
ing environmental needs, “rire '

13
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a mass of individuals, some frigh
revolutionary change.
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established groups whose righ
: B . ght to speak for those i
different opinions is accepted, are evidence Iof with

Einciaslly & s boeo the so-called Left witeh (i "The European Left, however, have not
frequently constituted the Opposition and, al‘:hhéﬁhghh;;m."? o these ideas. There have in fact
Liberal and then the Labour Party in Britain laid the f the schools of thought: one the bsheﬂw
tions of tpday's Welfare State, they have in reality bcmm' seate favoured by the Jacobins md :
efficient in airing social grievance when in opposidonm' amongst others, the other type thap
SE% Wiliod wikh the rescrions of office. Todey (il and of cermin elements I8 SRS
not only in the United Kingdom and France but inm Government, which also mspumf

Jealy which was only put 1nto

European countries with a unitary form of

U'o_uble has amen when the Left even in upmsigu'(:)‘;.um
point out certain basic sources of discontent. This position is
most evident with regard to a political philosophy which o
developing all though Europe as well as the British Isles: the
growing awareness of what the loss of social roots, even the
threatened loss of a distinctive culture, langusge and way
Me,\mc‘has those described in this book, can mean. P:

sch:ml allowed for the e
sified areas of mixed econom
operative rather than state
the Labour Party when
Service enormously
subscribed to the first
find difficulty in abs
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imprisons any party in officc. Even were the L oy
their recent victories at the polls to find themli:sbej:kmﬁl
ing Street they would soon discover their policy of com.
munity responsibility defeated by the powerful w&
machine. In a different context, the recurring politcal l‘-‘tln
of Belgium and lItaly are in reality governmental as m
Both countries were artificial creations of the last century,
Belgium's cultural problems will probably only be W
by a loosening of national authority in a European frame-
work; Italy’s administrative troubles should on the other hand
be eased by her new regional governments, but only if Rome
The situation then in Western Furope could, without
exaggeration, be described as volcanic; a social and poli
upheaval is taking place below the level of formalized g
ment and furthermore has failed so far to draw the
~ thetic attention of any of the major parties represen
- the European Parliament. Individual members of the

ancLUS]ONs

cural as well as economic alich
::ll:)l not have separate ; h;!‘
occupied with 3 thor?w

pally the victins OF CERESH .
:?, longer a prerogative only_of
Examples are numerous bue
French Savoie, Whos_e law
French, a region whlch
by a large maiomf in a
part of France. The !
French Government
of Rhéne-Alpes, an
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THE ROOTS oF IDENTY coh’cLUs‘ONs
Because the struggle of the minorities and Yy Ity character and suitability for office, was
regions is being fought in those areas which sgll h::ﬁ essage Of \Watergate. Becau:;e though
identity to defend, there is a danger that political aees Esd" federal in Structure, Dede
could splinter at the European level: this would b:wmﬂ seadily eroded since the Nev?of _
tunate because the problems of all these ETOUPs 2re vem The case for federal fo:fnsof
similar. Attachment to local roots makes it more hbﬂﬁm:zl Utopiﬂ“- Yet the countries ¢ X

forge outside political contacts than for those i arc among the riches

nv 3 jtuion 3 . 5

for example, the more theoretical flights of inteoww w’ thejr pnpulauon—denstt_};‘_ ::i ";m
socialism. A political party is badly needed in the Emmu their 30""-?‘“1‘”1 m?:li regard
Parliament to defend Jean Monnet's concept of the Come position. Fardeh S mthg
munity, a concept entirely opposed to the Jacobin view of Furope such a ml“u.'m e

regionalization, which does not respect either diversity
natural regions, let alone ancient nations with a linguistic
cultural identity. If the Furopean Parliament were
directly elected, and by proportional representation—a st
the righe direction would have been taken. Were the B
ive Party to win the next general election in t
Kingdom it is to be hoped they would su
directly clected European Parliament, despite the p
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5 9 THE ROOTS of l““ﬁ& co g of certain pollw
realistic than Pompidou’s view of Europe as an § uE are already dead or fatally ili :
French influence. ment of munities {

e’ This is a problem
Social morale is an important factor in mik gk ‘emonss

cia _ military defence ¢ in the battle against the .
apd it is possible that morale would improve with i%dm!*" ""hoﬁi-ml:: the leaders of the i
tion of authority. The civilian morale of Switzerland mlybe f:oml}‘)e forefront of a s k ant
strong but that of the large unitary natio : -

n-states of Westem these men and women shm
i : and Britain this is often tions, and that they are inspi
explained as being due to loss of empire or other global con. e vernment rather L:hsn ‘
siderations; but one real cause is probably nearer home. There ':}hff so many of their (valid)
have been lessons in recent history in the military importance answer to their critics wi
of civilian morale in defence. The success of the North than material factors. K
Vietnamese in resisting the American onslaught would have be the only ones that ¢
been impossible without the identification of its citizens with could risk less wealth
the national struggle. The reverse situation held

collapse of France in 1940 Admittedly, the cdifice

Europe is not. In the case of France and




160

SELECT Bimype,
o B Pl g
PRYS-JONES, A. G, Gerald of Wales,
w;;.:rlr:;:(f;ﬁxz;avm A History of Modem w,;“, m
Wil P, Cari, s, 4% et Usnty

mecnpt Collecuons, hauonal Library of Wales, m Index
Deposued collections

T. E. Ellis Papers ’ I - A‘:f;: 1_(:;].0;)3': ?Mah Institute.
Glansevern Collection (papers of A. C. Humuph eys-Owen)

Stuart Rendel Papers :

Official Papers

R&poxtofthe(‘-omnmappomtedmmqmm

condition of Higher Education in Wales, 1881
Hansard Debates

Census of Great Britain, l?jl
Census of England and Wales, 1871-1921




162

Basques—cont.
government towards 93-5, 111,
113, 115-17, 119, 134; autono-
mous government of, 97, 100-2,
113, 124-6; censorship of songs
etc. of, 113, 119; culture of, 22,
106, 111, 124, 127; depopulation
of French coastal areas, 130-1;
deportation of to the Landes,
109; descent of, 106; desire for
autonomy, 2, 93-4, 97-8, 100-1,
109, 113-14, 116, 119, 121, 125;
economic position of, 112, 129ff,
142ff; education situation in
French, 140; emigration of, 96,
124, 130, 136, 140; excommuni-
cation of, 108; exiled govern-

ment of, 95, 124-6; fishing

INDEY
Bayonne, 108, 113, 12325 huia
ing industry in, 139: Gfl;an&:l?.
population of, 132: HQ of Bas.
que National Party at, 4 13
jambon de, 135, 139; Napo..
leon's conference at, 109; tech.
nical college at, 140 -
Béarn, the (district), 107
Beaufort, Margaret of, 64
Beaujeu, Anne de, 28: marrage to
Charles VIII, 29 e
Besret, Bernard, 50
Bezenn Perrot squad, 41-2

Biafra, 1, 12n .
Biarritz, change of population of,

132; engineering Institute i}j}'

140; Napoleon III at, 138 [
Bible, the Welsh, 64-5, 68
Bidault, Georges, 95-6
Bilbao, 96, 100, 114, 136;

INDEX

i ¢ for autonomy in 2—‘ % 25,
S5, 49, 55, 745 economic prob-
jems of, 15-16, 19, 22, i ?I;'
0, %, 143 clocaien BEE
53; emigration from, 13, 25, 3.5
a5, 50, 53-5; __ant
Libération of, 28 history of,
1819, 27, 28ff; housing if,
jmposition of taxes om
dustry/trade in (s
tany, agri,culwl'?)-
25, 34, 44, 556,
sitvation in, 14, 18,
55-6; language of, I
linen-weaving in 19,
alist parties of, 6,
42, 47-51, 58, 143, 1




164

conflict, need for in social groups,
149-50
Conservative Party, English, 152
154; and Wales, 77, 80
Convention on Human Rights,
and Spain, 119
Corret, Malo,
d'Auvergne)
Corsicans, culture of, 22
Cortes, the, 101, 112
Council of Europe, and Spain, 94;
of Lateran, 108
Crowther (Kilbrandon) Commis-
sion on the Constitution, 79, 82,
85
Cymmrodorion, Society of, 71
Cymru Fydd, 6, 76; collapse of,
EERE

334 (La Tour

INDEX {
g::_m";‘; L, Queen, 64-5 pcdgraciénggt\n“q“i‘m Tiendgs
'S, 1homas Edward, 75.9 ALY
E!osegui, Joseba, 103, .l O:n i’ F ég:gntion régionaliste de Bre
| : s
Ereas mocin Vrsizh patyli i |
Vrerhon g o K PHim 0. L and Gaullists, 152
rezhon group, 51 i FIATIE ms'l. social agitation at,
Enbata, 122, movement (F; Finistére, 21
Basque), 96, 122-3, 12 52, 56

it World War, 15
;l]gtuish. culture of the, 22
Foch, Marshal, 37
Fouéré, Yann, 43, 0
France, gxpanswﬂ Ot

dustry into, 96-T5

tion of milk in, 133;

Rurale, 15-16; socialism
26n, 49

environment, root of prok
147-8, 156
Eskualdun  Gazteria
group), 136
Espafolistas, 116
Espelette, change of population
132 £
Eugénie, Empress, 138
Europe, balanced
155; Parliament o




166

Guipuzcoa—cont.
tion of, 141; meeting at Pamp-
lona, 100; nationalist strength
in, 118; polling in, 112; popula-
tion of, 120; revenue of, 120;
strike support at, 114

Gwalam cultural movement, 38-40

Gwenn Ha Du movement, 40

Gwilym, Dafydd ap, 71-2

Gwyneddigon, society of the, 67,
712

Hailsham, Lord, 70
Haran, Ximun, 122-3, 128
Hardie, Keir, 83

‘Hasparren, depopulation of, 131;
teeimcalcellsge‘at 140

INDEX

62 !
yn, Da?ld: s
Loire-Atlantique, 45; separation

Jabali, el, 10]
Jacobinism, 7, 10-11, 18,

43, 46, 70, 110, 119, 1 fmm pittany, 7 B9 29: XIV, 30,
Tones Edward, 72; Mj 42 msmai‘ to Infanﬁl '

76; Robert Ambm Teresa, 138 xV, 109 XV'I, 09

],oyalt)'.
Kadervenn, Breton army, 4'4 state, 2-5, 8
Keratry, General, 25 ¢ Lyons, 20

Kernascleden (Brittany), 19

Maddox, John, 142

Labour Party, FE ] Madrid Government, 9
and Wales, 77, 80-4 and Catalonian -
Labourd (Basque cour 100; opposition to

108-9; becomes French,
Lafont, Robert, 43, 146
Lainé, Célestin, 40-2
Lampeter, ecclesiastical c

68, 74
Landart, Daniel, 128
Liinder, 8 10—11 2

pmvmcﬁ- 110-,




168

Occitanie, 22, 26n, 107, 140

Oloron, change in population of
province, 132

Ordoqui, Commandant, 95

Orgaz, General, 101

Pampeluna, 102, 107; meeting on
Home Rule at, 100, 101

Paris, Basque government recog-
nized at, 124; destination of
Basque emigrés, 130-1; develop-
ment of, 45-6; Welsh at Uni-
“versity, 89

Parnell, C. S., 76

Parti Communiste Breton, 49;
National Breton, 38-40, 42;

‘Socialiste Unifie (P.SU), 22,

26n

wopx

ing in, 133; denudation o
French, 137 SA
Quebec, 1, 12n

Quelven (Brittany), 19
Quimper (Brittany), 20, 33, 43,
Quimperlé (Brittany), 20

Rebecca Riots, 69
referenda, 19-20, 81, 101
Réflexions pour 1985 (G
1985), 45 '
Reform Act 1832, 67
Reformation, the, and W
Regio Basiliensis, 8-9, 93
religion, definition of, 2
Renaissance, legacy of, 63
Renée, sister to Claude
Frangois I of France,
Rendel Stuart (Lord),
Rennes (Brittany), 7,
48, 56; and :

INDEX
. i ik
137; Louis XIV mamed.
:;’3; protests against France at,
126-7 S
Ssintdean-?ied-d:-?qrt; cheea;lm
at, 135; depopulation of, 1 .
Qaint-Martin-des-Seignaux, change
" in population of, 132
int Nicodéme, 1_9. b
::i-nt-Nimlas-du-Pel:t_n;. 19,
Saint-Palais, co-a_pﬁmtan___a\_t,
depopulation of, 131158
college at, 140
Salesbury, William, 64; conversion
to Prat.estanﬁmn,ﬁs
San Sebastian, 104n;




170

Tryweryn, flooding of, 82
Txillardegi, José Louis, 126-8; and
Basque culture, 127

Ulster, 4

Unamuno, M., 117

unemployment, 91-2, 96, 139,
1434

uniformity, desire for, 1, 32, 36;
Labour's commitment to, 152:
tendency towards, 3, 153

Union Démocratique  Bretonne,

48-9; des Démocrats pour la

Sﬁpu ique (U.D.P.), 20, 26n;

Bretonne, 35

Hmhd Nations, qu.estwn of Welsh

! - States, and

91; ﬁmmtwu C

non-confomuum 66,
anglicization gf lan
of, 64, 71,
bl]mgua.llsm of_
Commission on
69-70; cultural
Brittany, 34;
ments of, 71-2, 76
60, 64, 70-2, 74, 84
decay of culture in,
for own university,
establishment of
77-8; economic si

91; English |
of problems{habitﬁ,
79-80, 82; E the

INDEX

16, 81, 87, 88-90; use of

guage in Anglican Ch
Welsh Church, 61, 64-6,
Welsh [Extremist, i

12n :
Welsh Home R'ﬂ%.







