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UGAR OR THE STICK? Commenting on last summer's manifestations of solidarity
: between all social and professional classes in Brittany,
;tﬁa editor of Barr-Heol (September 1961) wrote: "Attempts will be made to undo
this knot, Three ways are open to the government: make a genuine attempt to solve

_the Breton problem; neutralise the most influential men by offering them money or

honours, while giving enough concessions to keep down discontent; or repress,”
Had they the second method in mind when they appointed Mr, Gourvenneg one of the
leaders of the farmers' revolt last July, as an adviser to the French minister for
Agriaulture? There is no reason however to doubt the integrity of Mr, Gourvenneg
who will see in this appointment an opportunity to press more effectively for the
reforms needed by the Breton agriculture,
On the other hand it is certain that the Breton solidarity and the threats of revolt
have worried the French authorities, The demand for a special plan of development
is equated in the official mind with a disguised demand for autonomy.
Ue are informed that consideration is being ziven in high places to the means of

%; rt ber of perso rom continuine their Breton action.

MINISTER BALLYRAGGED, However great solicitude is being shown to Brittany, On

B B October 22nd there were no less than 4 ministers in this
area, Mr, PISANI, Agriculture, was the most noted, He came to inform himself and
went around "flea-jumping" by helicopter, He displayed interest in the farmers
cooperatives, credit crganisations distribution centres, but seemed studiously to
ghun the places where the crisis is most sorely felt; the small farms, '
In Plouared, N, Brittany, he found 500 farmers barring his way with tractors,
Thgy compelled him to abandon his schedule and took him across country to a small
tyg&eal farm where he had to answer a number of awkward questions,
During his tour, Mr, Pisani was often reminded by such slogans as: "Enough
eg", "Hear the rumbling of revolt", that he was not on holiday, But he could

' e any major decision, Instead he entreated the farmers to give him
,  "You have brought us nothing" was the summing-up of the talks by

of the Breton Chamber of Agriculture,
er sald NO to the Breton demand for an extension of the 80=canton
L zone for rural action" to all of Brittany, And in an interview given to

4 "';y, Gen, De Gaulle said NO to a special Plan for the Development of

Widespread alarm is felt by the Breton farmers because
of the acquisition of more and more land by absentee
landlords, 2000 men protested recently at Ploumoger
Q&ﬁm pwsﬂtiee (Croix du Dimanche, 5/11), Mr, Pisani was asked
"s'a,“protesaional card" for the farmers as a means to




1ip of the E.E.C.
al state,
: i 1y stands to gain from a reduction of
Common Maiket and Britain. Breton food products
A Tﬁe resulting shtft of the main economic

' friendship and cultural affinity which have subsisted
. and the Insular Celts inspite of many centuries of political
S, (L' Avenir, Nov, 1961)
0N s about the demand for a special plan of development
ouere asked: '"Who would implement 1t? We have numerous
Powers must be transferred to Breton institutions

i he Breton people if we are to achieve concrete results,”

1e institutions in fact, they will later be legalised,

:ﬁndjcontrev rsial collection of Breton epic songs and
2 (La Willemarque) was first published in 1841, It
t two years ago’ i was republished by the Breton
It
t uop*es can still be obtained for 10 NF




