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hing of Breton: GOVERNMENT VETO
Proposals for a modest improvement of the conditions for the teaching of TBreton,
Oceitan, Basque and Catalan were the subject of a report prepared on behalf of
the Parliamentary Commission for Cultural Affairg and circulated in May among all
the rmerbers of the French National Assenibly.
The report stated that 7 years of experience had shown that a coherent and
afﬁ.ciazrb teaahi of the "regional" languages was imposgible because of the
; aght by subsequent ministerial regulations to the application of
the law pa.ssed in 1951 4n favour of these languages.
In recent years, Breton organisations had asked the French Department of
Education to issue new regulations, The invariable reply was that an improve-
ment of teaching conditions was not possible under the existing law,

—_—

.A Ne'w Law? Bretons and Occitans decided therefore to direct their efforts
s getting a new law, The new proposals represent the conclusion of two
yea.rs of study and discussion by the Commission for Cultural Affairs, Its
- romoters found no opposition in the parliamentary process and expected to see
4 the Till on the agenda of the French National Assembly before the Surmer recess,
i It had the support of all Ereton and Occitan deputies .

Debré: NO. The services responsible for the agenda kept silent for a few woeks,

- on J 8th, the rumours according to which the French Prime Minister opposed
the tabling of the bill were confirmed, It had been discovered that it was anti-
constitutional, that 1% did not fall within the competence of the Assembly to
decide such question,

1 pa’bh bloalaad. This veto needs no justification, No improverent of the
wnguage's position is now possible under the present regime.
s the failure of cultural organisations such as the "Falz" group and the
ultural Foundation', which have teen vocal in théir professions of
towards France, to obtain the concesgions they had hoped for, On the
-, whatever was gained 10 years ago bag been gradually whittled down to
nothing, as the report testifies, |
ININGS. Ar Falz, the bulletin of the public school teachers who favour -
ge, published in July a supplement in which they still wonder if
nts the true view of the Department of Bducation, They warn
'gqmg hat this opposition throws an increasingly important number of
nto the ranks of the Breton matioralists,
g is given by the " Fondation Culturelle Brotonre" which beseeches
es to rapidly and firrly in order to present "a new and
ating element being added to the Breton unsasiness"
1ast Jure "the govermment is heading for new
..By pu'bting an end %o an experiment undertaken by
; - the authorities will cause a large
’bheir oz‘:!,entation and to seek by
Ifilment of their aspirations,"
nt 'I:o Ar Falz, Nr, 3, 1961
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Hong tha Bretcm peg:-ulatlon in order
‘ture are closcly linked with those of all
ap,aﬁ.ty of the rural world conditions
8! veeh meating held at Pondivi on August 19th
SLIB and of the Breton professional organisations
'“ma).  The French governrent was given till

: ion to the Breton demands, They were mo longer
This meeting was regarded as the "States-General of
statesGeneral mmintained the right of self-goverrment
1532 and 1789).
(me a special corresporﬂent)
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GE’LTIG LE;xGUE FOUNDED

'_ing held in Rhos, North Wales, August 9th, a Celtic League was consti-
fos e the mts.oml rights of the Celtic Nations, political (including

at the maeting were representatives of Brittany, Vales and Scotland.

One of 'l?he delegates proposed the following aims for the new orgenisation:

1) to estatilish 2 close link betweon the leaders of the natioml moverments in
Rt - the Celtic countries;

8 2) to increase the awareness of similer interests among the Celtic peoples and

organiss mutual support when necessary;
Y 5) to work out a common approach to intermt:.oml bodies in the efforts to
T gecure recognition of their rational righte,

8 principle umiting the movements represented was that the Celtic rations could
ive only if they attained effective self-govermment, The rew organisation
was therefore to be political and did not interd to replace or duplicate the
:w:ubural Celtic Congress. By oo-operating, the delegates of each ration would
' rfere in the internal affoirs of the others; it rermimed for each
@ﬁramnt to deﬁne its ovm policy, methods ard objeotives,

. _Natioml Party, Apart from defining the aim of tha league, the
decided on the constitution of the Central Commdttee, membership of the
mﬁaoi:r&mnts to the Bxeoutive Gouncil,

gident of Plald Gymru) was elected chairman of the League,

ish "Celtic Volce", the first issue of which appeared last May,
onsored quarterly, A. Heussaff will provisionally be general

: m‘berahip of the League are irvited, Mam'bers will te

essed to "Celtic League, 9 Sion Hill Road, Drumcondre,
s published by Graham Bros,, 5, The St., Didmrbon,

t _; Celtic I.eague adopted & Welsh resolution demanding
ngus 'nWale:; The following resolution put

ddered the situation in
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