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mm PRIME MINISIER PL EVIN
URGES SOLUT ION
OFTHE BRETON PROBLEIM
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"i*Avenir de la Bretagne' (The future of Brittany) is the title of a book by

Re Pleven recently published by Calmann-Lévy, Parise It has been hailed as an
important contribution towards making the Breton people, as well as public opin-
jon in France and Western Furope. aware of the present difficulties in Brittany,
thus breaking the wall of silence organised by Paris.

R. Pleven is the chairman of the Committee for the Study and Coordination
of Breton Interests, a body which has been striving for the past 10 years to stop
the decline of Brittany, or rather of that part of it officially referred to as
the 6th Economic Region.  Although he shows how indisputably the Nantes area is
also Breton, he deals only with that truncated Brittany, and more with its pre-—
sent economic state and resources, than with its futurs. However the last
chapter, "For a Breton programme" is the most important and prescribes what should
be done to save the 4 départements.

In their March issues, the two monthlies, LA VIE BRETONNE (1, rue Poullain-
Duparc, R:an:.nea), and L'AVENIR (B.P. 89, Brest), give characteristic passages from
the book. We reproduce some of them, (underlining and subtitles by us)e We
specify also that R. Pleven has never championed any but the most moderate re-—
forms to bring improvement to Brittany. 3

'~ COLLECTIVE AWARENESS.
5 vss " Whatever the social milieu, for a large part of the Breton youth,
: boys, the future means leaving their country.ss!" "... the guestion
has brought about a sudden collective awareness" (in Brittany).
now, the contest will be won or lost'.
gical, social, political fact called the Breton temperament,
r that Brittany should be considered a reserve of man-
: , the armed forces or the lower ranks of the civil service,
whenever the need arises. France is going towards unsuspected
yes not give to Brittany the possibility to develop herself and

6 of the Breton Plan remained a dead letter, because

; 51_1@911-_# on twelve different ministries, each making
o pxa@.aion was made to ensure that the necessary
francs to be distributed ever 3 years were pro-

genal economic equipment of the territory.
to Brittany, and these were subsequently
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ultural product Sy of which I have sh_,own the lack. " Such a law was voted for ‘hhe_
French overseas departments (Garibbean, unnibnj. There is also a recent law for
the organisation of the region of Paris. 'We are not therefore asking for any
special treatment". To encourage the sconomic development of Algeria, France was
i@splrad_hy thﬂ examples given b&-Iﬁ31y in Sicily and the Mezzogiorno. Experiments
in many other countries are there to guide the Frenmch authorities if they want.

CREDIT § VTR oY
"The basic investments must be provided by the State.  'France has given in the
last 15 years several thousands of billions (old) francs to her former or present

rritories. There is no reason why the credits needed by Brittany should

nance department does not think so, we sk that the Furopesn Investments
roached : this Bank was ereated by the Treaty of Home to promote the
on of under—developed areas.
is unfortunately in that category. She has a right to participate i:!l
neral economic expansion brought about by the Common Market. Europe begins
he Atlantic.
THE PROBLEIM OF FNERGY., Hlectricite de France have signed the agreement to build the
+ % 4+ + + + + tidal power station on the Rance estuary near Dinard. This

B, could be hailed as a victory for Brittany. This scheme
- will be a technological marvel. American and Russian technicians are already in-

~ terested in it. What will be the repercussions on the Breton economy? :
: - secondary work will be done by the local firms. It is not sure that the
rkers will be recruited in the srea either (talk of North Africans). Energy will
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: ” ﬁ% be produced by 1966, but it is not expected to modify apprecia?ly_tha pre-
sent situstion where Brittany imports most of her electricity : the Paris industrial
ares is expected to claim a large shars of the supply. Same problem as before.

(Ref. La Vie Bretonne, Feb. 61)

T BEILHADEGOU TO ALL THE BREION SPEAKING AREA. :
I, who contributed much to renew the success of the "Beilhadegou" in the
PREGER area this year, calls for the help of 3 other jTomotsrs in order to extend
31 to the rest of Western Brittany. He considers this the most urgent
the Council for the Breton Langusge : if not attended to, nothing more

mne in 10 years from now to save Breton from extinction as a popular lan-
. Ar Bed Keltiek, March 1961).

AANCE? Ge Latimier, Professor of English in Lorient, has replied in
4 4+ 4+ 4+ + + +UAr Soner", January 1961, to an anonymous article in the
onthly Carrousel" (Nov. 1960), where Breton News was dismissed as mot very
% the claim that the Bretons have been unreservedly loyal to
> by pointing %o the risings of Mercoeur (1589-1598), the Red
~ the Pontkalleg conspiracy (1718-1720), the resistsucs of La Chalo-
: 5 Chouans wars (1793-1797), the acts of "Gwenn-ha-Iu'" (1932-
ezen Perrot (1943-1945): The latter two orgenisations were
As regards'living with our time", he makes it clear
est partisans of European federation are also the
oenition of Brittany'!s rights. The only two countries
iges are excluded from schools are France and Spain,
agogiwal principles. !
of epic and popular songs published in 1867
ted in 1959 by the Intente Culturelle Bre—
s work was attacked particularly during the
r Kervarker as the father of Breton nation-
1 th - at the University of Rennes,. in
'invented's Less prejudiced critics who have
)¢ out the errors and omissions of the
tc..)s  Two issues of PREDER (Dee.
f the poems, by Abeozen,
~ of BARZAZ BREIZ is
& bottom of the
abu i




