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Brittany’s Right to International Protection
and to Self-Determination -

RITTANY is a nation. As such, she has a right to self-

determination. But in view of the ruthless policy of
assimilation pursued against her by the French State, she
stands in need of international protection as envisaged in
certain resolutions of the United Nations. We refer to :
1. Resolution 217 (III) C of the Third Session of the General
Assembly of the United Nations which considers that “ the
United Nations cannot remain indifferent to the fate of
minorities ”’, and calls for a thorough study of the problem
of minorities in order ‘that the United Nations may be
able to take effective measures for the protection of racial,
national, religious or linguistic minorities.”
T1. Resolution C of the Fifth Session of the Commission of
Human Rights which recognises the importance and
urgency of the question of the rights of groups and organ-
isations to petition in the case of violation of human rights.
(We draw attention to the proposals by the Sub-Commission
on the Prevention of Discrimination and the Protection of
minorities concerning measures of implementation,
especially that the right to petition the United Nations
should be granted to both individuals ‘and groups as a
means of initiating procedure for the enforcement of
Human Rights; also to the opinion of the Sub-Commission
that, in the special case of minorities, a decision to confine
the right of initiating proceedings to contracting States
presents the grave drawback that, by impelling a dissatis-
fied minority to seek the support of a foreign State, it in-
creases the risk to which attention is drawn in par. 3 (c) of
the Definition of minorities.*) : ‘
1II. The First Resolution of the Third Session of the Sub-
Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and the
Protection of Minorities, which considered the need for
thorough and precise information on efforts being made to
prevent discrimination (see UNYBHR Vol. 1950, p. 489),
and Resolution C, adopted at the same session, defining
minorities for the purpose of United Nations protection,
the relevant passages of which we quote (UNYBHR Vol
1950, p. 490) : :

“ The Subcommission . . .
1) recognizing that there are among the nationals of many
States distinctive population groups, usually known as
minorities, possessing ethnic, religious or linguistic tradi-
tions or characteristics different from those of the rest of
the population, and that among these are groups that need
to be protected by special measures, national or interi
* See United Nations Year Book of Human Rights 1950, p. 492).
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tional, so that they can preserve and develop these trsﬁ- -
tions and characteristics in question ”

4) “ resolved that from the standpoint of such measures of
protection of mmontles as the United Nations may wish to
tak

= =l

e

a) the term nunonty includes only those non-domi- -,
nant groups in a population which possess and wish to
preserve stable ethnic, religious or linguistic traditions or

teristics markedly different from those of the rest of 3
the population ;

b) such minorities should 1p::'n::perly include a number of
persons sufficient by themselves to preserve such charae-
teristics ; and

c) such minorities must be loyal to the State of whick
they are nationals.”

At the same session, the Sub-Commission recommended
that, as an interim means of protecting minorities, the
General Assembly adopt, and so place the full weight of its |
authority behind, the draft resolution on facilities to be
provided for minorities recommended by the Sub-Commis-
sion at its Second Session (E. CN 4/351, annex Resol. V)2:

- “The General Assembly, considering that a discriminat-
ing treatment of minorities has been and could be a maj
cause of international tension leading to war, considering
‘at the same time that rights accorded minorities entail
mrmspondih obligation on their part towards the large:
society in which they live and must not therefore be ¢
to threaten or undermine the unity and security of States.
recommends that in the interest of enabling recogn
minority groups to maintain their cultural heritage wh
they desire to do so, member governments should pro
as a minimum adequate facilities, in regions where -
‘represent a considerable proportion of the population,
1) use before the courts of languages of such
in those cases where the member of the minority
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We a 'Ware af the obstaclea to the presentatio
“memorandum to the United Nations but we deem i
tant to testify to the Breton people’s desire for a
solution of their problem, as well as to inform all res
sible national and international bodies of the situa
whmh exists in our country.

BRITTANY IS AN OPPRESSED NATICN

. The three million inhabitants of Brittany consﬂtute
nation which, since being deprived of its political freedo
by force of arms, has had to submit to French rule up
ﬁm prexent day.
has never surrendered her nght 1o exist
ﬁelf‘»detzermmhan_ But, since the supp:
autonomy in 1788, it has been the aim of
French governments tqdestmy her national characteristi
French Stﬂte*hsa em-ﬂhd out this policy on t







T in particular hy the well-known specia

i tﬂmﬁanai luw, Professor Louis Le Fur, who

i y in 1937 in the fo]lowmg terms (see “
t”, by Abbé H, Poisson, p. 184-85, Plion,

~ “When can one a%‘k of a national nunorlty or
Sepa. inority ? Treaties of Min : :
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: Theya.rethe ‘main causes of
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b > Histor; efthe(’}ekheLangua.ges (600 pages}an&r
a Histo ionary of the Breton Language (about
3000 pages) gives it in certain respects a prominent posi-
_ tion among the Celtic La.nguages

FRENCH POLICY REGARDING THE BRETON
LANGUAGE

The Il’rench State has brought pressure to bear on the
tons to abandon their language, in particular during
four generations. France recognises only one
: age on her territory. For the sake of the official
thmnw of unity and equality, the other languages, Breton,
B , German in Alsace-Lorraine, Flemish in the North,
Cai an, Occitan and Italian in the South, must be eradi-
cated, whatever the sacrifices thereby 1mpoaed on their
speakers. This doctrine has been expressed more than
French officials. It was stated most bluntly by
Education de Monzie in 1925 : * For the
lity, the Breton language must disappear.”

To achi this result it is not enough to impress the

om akers with the merits of the French language
‘and culture, They are constantly told that Breton is buf
or a dialect demd of e.ultural or practlca.l vaiue.




than was posslble under the

| May, 1960, by Breton, Basque:

arliament and pla.aed in July
for Cultural Matters.

e ke
d as seco! wing side v sl e
_ d 30 others, more or lesg
a;n they, to the oral part of the
linat The report prepared by
tained proposals for a modest improve-
situa. on, It was circulated in May,

perience had showm
] hmg of the languages
ecause of the restrlctmns
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e efforts at government level have been backed by
representative bodies. In January, 1961, the General
of the 3 Bnton—speekn;i départemants elected
al suffrage, repeated the demand which they
many times previously that Breton be taught
Zulal auh:eetmthm départements, In June, 1562
szal Assembly of the Committee for the Study and
Mmstmn of the Breton Interests (CELIB), at 2
eting which was attended by 1200 representatives of ail
ons of the Breton population (farmers’ unions, trade
. unium professional organisations, cultural associations,
Mg:; liament and mayors), the French Govern-
“ment was to revoke its hostile attitude to our lang-
uage. The Bill for a Breton Programme of Development
2d by CELIB with the co-operation of the afore-
mmtmned organlsaxlons included proposals for the safe-
guard of the Breton language and culture. In July, 1961,
a demonstration which brouignht together mempers of all
reton organ ce in front of the Kemper
re !’ in protest against the government's ret‘uqal

protests. Submitted to a

ch tgey of assimilation has had other effects, '

less propaganda, a large percentage of
; ‘ genemtmn has been brought
r ashfzt was of all

!'.




ield of Bducation.
last example concerns a secondary school teacher
d organised Breton classes in two Kemper schools
_ 1. As he could admit only about 1/5 of the 250-300
students who wished to attend, he requested the Minister
' Education to release him for 4 hours a week frem his
r teaching so as to satisfy all applicants. The re-
 gap would be filled by other members of the school
The Minister’s reply, which came after months of
delay, gave him no satisfaction.
The treatment given by the French authorities to the
ited demands that the Breton language be allowed a
. Radio and Television broadcasts commensurate
umber of its speakers has also been characterised
' evasions, dilatory and defective measures, lack of
its and facilities. The enormous disproportion between
times allotted to the Breton and the Frelich pro-
remains one of the factors in the destruction of

~ THE ECONOMIC ASPECT OF THE BRETON
is a predominantly agricultural country. Her
ears the characteristics of colonial exploitation :
t, under-industri isation, stagnation or
xisting activities, under-employvment,
of the Breton collectivity to

5 French




This slowness, as well as delays caused by changes
uge to normal gauge lines at many

: has also adversely affected industrialisation. ~
_v.__'m&m}tmathghwayewhmhm in the care
of the State, mﬂy about 409 are in good condition. The
st neglected is the East-West highway through Central

‘The State no encouragement to Brafon
efforts to establish ag services — the only existing routes
are béEngimh and Irish companies — ; it has

for the maintenance of existing harbours

al '-.m&ys, ‘and for the building of a motorway.

-89-,\ the Breton economy was characterised by a
yod balance between agricultural and industrial activities.
ollowing the loss of autonomy, and as a result of the
E. \pole wars which destroyed her flourishing sea trade,

: e orientated towards the continent and
re dependent on French sources of power

. All the important industries, commercial
and banks passed between 1870 and 1925 into
of foreign companies whose main interests are
all their profits leave the
to develop it. 40% of the 3
Brittan longs today ;
e country, or ‘which

ed u ;




ajority of the Breton holdings. A quarter or
the Bretons would then have to " re-adapt”

y ahﬂuld be dneﬁngestei and Central

‘stated Prime Minister Debre in 1960.
country has only 84 inhabitants per km. But

vours only such regional schemes as could boost

her international position. It is thus planned to build
into an agglomeration of 11-15 millions wiihin

10-15 years, a development which will call for
sive Breton contribution, no matter how much stress
md :mmy ‘the problems of re-adaptation to a culturally
1 envuonmt will bring to the hundreds of thous-
between exile and cultural uprooting
.d ~such social ills as aleoholism, tuber—

hand has been eam.hﬁahed in the case of the Bretons hy,
thers, Abbé E. Gauthier and Dr. N. Bothorel. The

d that few emigrants succeed in rising

al classes, while the latter ascertained

tween the process of Frenchification

point out that the upbringing and education

rﬁ;ﬁm emigrants costs the Breton people about £120
tribute is, however, of

‘with the vital loss of the



In September, 1962, 15,000 people demonstrated
towns and railway barricades were set up at 5 level ¢
ings when the Government decided to increase tran
tariffs by 2%-5% in Brittany while decreasing them
109-20% in the other are:x; Thi:l itsiexge ta}:ll sectors of

jopulation protested as they re ey were to
e lised on account of defects for which the State
pore responsibility. ;

In October, 1963, 20,000 workers, farmers and trac
men demonstrated in different towns against the S
decision to close the Henbont foundries, the only hea
industry in Brittany. In January, 1964, at St-N
25,000 men from various professions opposed the di
of 1,500 shipyard workers ; and 14,000 farmers gathe
at the 5 Breton administrative centres to demand i
tural planning on a regional basis and social equali
Nantes in February, 1964, 70,000 people from all
fessions proclaimed their right to stable employment
their home country, a fair salary and equality of
tional opportunities, Other demonstrations at
St-Brieg, Gwengamp and St-Nazaire in February
March stressed the demand for the regional planning
production and investment, the solidarity of all
of the population in the defence of their interests, thi
to safeguard Brittany's future, the refusal of e
deportation, tht? need to apply the Second Breto
of Develésinant .- .

During the past 3 years, tons of potatoes, cauliflo
artichokes, fish, were i n T S
when sale prices fe



ree of charges ; :
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aehoal pupils of the age

it m 3’2.3% Jjn Brittany (47% n
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The Welsh Case
INTRODUCTION

TALES — CYMRU in the Welsh language — is a
country of roughly 8000 sq. miles. On three sides
bordered h& ts fourth side forms a border
ue.hofthe countrymcompoaedot moun-
rnken by deep valleys, except in central
> is extenmve 1ewlzmd and the sonthern
tural land is lﬁﬁ by a series
valleys which up to moorland.
tion is scattered unevenly. The
_ ) the eastern end of ii, is
ated, central Wales is sparsely pop mlated
. Wales only slightly more so, apart {rom the
rn area where industry has attracted a con-
of pulation.

who inhabit this country are called the
i t centuries — some scholars would say
ﬁhe- lah have thought of themselves as a
from their neighbours, having a common
e'ﬁlhmt language and a social identity,
from outsiders and co:
themsel m.nhthgy h;ue

-
e




nis people to a new sense of destiny, His inspiration helps

to explain their strenous resistance to the Normans when
they came and their pertinacious struggle for two centuries
to preserve their independence.

The Norman invaders were far from successful in
Wales. They fared best in the southern part of the country
where political control passed into the hands of Norman
barons. In mid-Wales, however, the kingdom of Powys
was little affected while up north Gruffydd ap Cynan,
thanks to his own perseverance and the mountains of

Snowdonia, succeeded in consolidating the strength of his

‘orman intruders.

Welsh mediaeval society was at the same time hier-
archical and cohesive. Life for the slave and the serf
was hard and poor. Nor was it very luxurious for the
upper classes from which the princes, their courtiers and
armies were recruited. Every prince had his own band
of soldiers as well as a carefully ised court in which
the duties of each official was clearly defined. There was
constant friction between these princes but the disorder
which followed was a familiar aspect of European life

But when a strong prince emerged who was able to
secure the s:gport and loyalty of lesser princes, peace and
order reigned also. In the twelfth century, the Welsh

glrim:ipality of Gwynedd, right under the noses of the

princes were able, by presenting a united front, to over-

whelm the English King Henry II's invasion at the memor-
; i of the Berwyn in 1165. At last Wales was
e and a period of consolidation followed. The -




nd. But its significance for the two
t the same. For England it meant the
. house of Lancaster and the endofvygm'
ternecine strife. For Wales it meant that a Welsh-
‘man at last occupied the throne. Henry was the repre-
ntative of an old Welsh noble line, he had been reared
in Welsh atmnsphere and probably spoke Welsh. The
) Bosworth was felt to be a fitting vengeance
suffered at the hands of the

.t 1 which late fifteenth century
en dWmed he accession of the Tudors that the
: r Wales was broken was hardly
‘Welshmen began to flock into
hegin the long and tragic story of emigra-
uIar the gentry and the Welsh aristocracy
; their social life and political ambi-
t London. Gradually, they became
n _e'paratﬁd them from their
alk fI‘he onal expmsmon* :




“industry. '?eppiemﬁoekingmtothevalleyafmmmﬁ
areas to seek work. Conditions were harsh and vile as
the industrial villages mushroomed up. Sanitation was

on- t, housing was deplorable, conditions of work
sbominable. In such conditions people were compelled in
the name of their common humanity to fight back. And
now the social fury of the oppressed industrial worker,
disciplined by the literary and cultural training received
in the chapels, began to express itself in organised labmw
movements such as trade unions and the dramatic (but

rather pathetic) Chartist Movement. Even more important, *

the working people began to see, especially after the failure
of Chartism, that their best hope for ameliorating their

social condition was by political action. And so began the

alliance between the workers and the Liberal Party in the
second half of the nineteenth century.

" A similar transformation happened in the rural areas.
Chartism had its parallel there it the Rebecea Riots. vers
serious and effective ex ons of the countryman's

m.‘-ijl'_ dni attacks on toll-gates, the burning
hs, and the disappearance of the attackers, dis-

nale clothing,  the night. Here again,
gave way to the conviction that patient
on was the most effective weapon for

the somewhat theatrical atmosphere




mamth&r olitical party emerged. This was the
Labour Party. _ its early years it, too, was attracted
g’theneed to give Wales a generous measure of political
3 2 and this conviction never had a more eloquent
‘exponent than the pioneer socialist agitator Keir Hardie.
And his socialistic :I\Emnon of nationalism was endorsed
by many of his W followers. Gradually the Labour
Party increased its influence in Wales and from 1623 it
5 T
In a way remi t of the history of the Liberal Party
eneration previously, the Labour 's zeal for Welsh
government seemed to decline in direct proporoion el
suppﬁrt it gnmed in Wales. Its inability to zee the

:

national

precisely as crises developed into tragedy.

For during the twentieth century this small na' -~ has
‘been sue?ectad to intolerable strains. It had the roibus
»g.‘;lm ueﬁon&l system thaé:gly gmdu:xlly and ‘noss _

eluctantly allowed any place e national languagze an
the national history. It had to suffer economic disaster
on a vast scale in the period between the two wars. In
mployment laid waste the industrial life of
‘the country and something like one-fifth of the population
to leave Wales in search of work. And there was
the Welsh people could do to shield themselves
worst effects of the storm. It was a vivid and
ing proof of the helplessness of a nation without

nt of its own.
WALES TODAY A
ik ttie Htire oel

of the nation seemed to 1= rcase "



ant culture. Those forms of social expression represented
by choirs, bands, voluntary literary societies, churches and
competitive meeti are unable to carry on because the
population is cient to support them.

Behind this decline hides the spectre of economie
maladministration. The attempts of the government in
London to face the challenges of this crisis have been
gemctory and half-hearted. They would not let the
Velsh peo: work out their own social salvation nor
would they do it themselves, Protests against oificial
dilatoriness were met by planting a factory here and there,
Some of them were indeed major contributions to the
economy, particularly such installations as the Abbey
 Steel works of the Steel Company of Wales. But ~ven
these substantial contributions were not part of a car=fully
constructed plan, The result was that the economi: un-
balance of Welsh life continued, in many ways it has been
made even more pronounced. And there has been no
realistic attempt to come to grips with the crisis in 1« ish
rural life. In spite of such atives as the 1947 Agricul-
. Act, which did much to raise the standard of living
small Welsh farmer, it provided no developing future
Welsh countryside. In short, the fatal flaw in all
is the refusal of the various London govern-
he pr hlems of Wales as a nation’s problems.

nually been considered as provincial
hich assume a purely incidental char-
in the bright sunshine of English
sion. When reduced to digits in the over-

. United Kingdom, Wales ceases to have

at'_ ‘ales that is ca ed as but a




protest. Liverpool tried
was claimed that Try-
d for human consumption — over
u@aﬁ of drinking water. But it
0 the minutes of Liverpool's.
ady receiving from

na_t for human consump-
So serious and so effee~
Council after listening:
. Gwynfor Evans, ouflining’
enly muster 90 votes out
And when a public City
plan, it was discovered
its commencement that
the sippor-




pmﬂtab :
n?. ving an mefflcient road system
) service within the country
ic talk of economic plan-

‘be told in the cultural realm.
' That system now has
some extent its own
control of the purse-

ion and its refusal to

elsh education - of the

‘an effective deterrent
‘properly adapted to

? there is much




e is of interest in world culture not
‘as a member of a small linguistic
ceases to be spoken, something
One would have thought that
sponsibility for Wales would
good offices in every possible
of this unique tongue. But
due to the psychological

of Englishmen are utterly

any tongue but their own.
them, to be a barbarian. It
rochial attitude is adopted by
n they lose their mother
‘that for centuries England has

; of seeking to destroy Welsh.

on, the Welsh language has been
tter. To use it and to speak it

Weapo! er its control to
ished from its law-courts and
\ent publications and its

cently has there been the
asghéet of Renaiss-

literature, Cultu
Society of
with great

details
naming
enirants
iz held a
Sl
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and similar move-

ha with character-

t is a youth movem in branches

ttered all over Wales. One great contributions
annual national eisteddfod which is remarkabie for

A e e R T
S every | as to graduate
to a count eisteddfod and thence to the
at the final entrants are the cream of
In addition, the movement organises arnual
: and for the seniors




ose tragic complexes
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Scotland’s Case

INTRODUCTION

jportance and value of nationality can only b

with the gravest consequences for the nati
»ften with far-reaching and disastrous results for )
nations also. The right of nations to govern them-
is one of the accepted human rights and the national
h&s oved time and again to be a defence
‘individual as well as the communi
of self-government to Scotland imp

\ia afﬁwe ole principal of the right of nations
: ‘ai This is not an assertion of th

in f absolute movereugnty as against any future
ts of a federal type in Europe or elsewhere, but
mm must be a free parttea];mtor in such: a:range,u N




elem t,s'mto Englandggutf
fa.lled These etf

. ity under
_Smﬂand was the victim of co
of Wallace and Bruce

af thm lorious imd successful defen
) us and barbarous Impera




so after bot}lit'%arre al unio
en:l:m*;r union o t is
the view of many int
and fairer than the Eng]
‘lao‘-ldate without a leglsla.ti
recently been a great strug
r a lot of pmssu:re and agitation by t
'ehat nme is reluctantlv ]

mant. mergers and other ;manc:
mterests cenired in

: mon by merging wit
i s are in many indus




have been based on the require- :
not on Scottish conditions even
i meet Scottish conditions

durmg this wermrl | larger mar
s of Scotland’s economy. dﬁmn, h
intervention the newer in- quality —
ch have developed in ['ngland exports to
ave not been able to maintaim emphasize
is not a criticism of the W controlled by
ntion as such but is & i ;

vaamble Seotland,
) whem there exists
the nation’'s




is not effectively under a Chief |

is being made to confom

Y Scott!sh education is being

system in England and Wales,

( and) Act, 1945." Such policies

Ive the destruction of the Scottish way of
ural future development.

1bridge are now used as the finishing

tish, as well as the English,

failure to maintain equiva-

1 Scotland in spite of the exist-
such

-

ts so long
%i'f individual
He is teample’tely'
m 1Ly . '
%m is a historic
by which a “
military caste,
whole country
property in law
now in Parli 3
In Scotland the
No King and no
owners and
It was late in our
elective and







