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4 PARTITION OF IRELAND

racial antagonism and religious fears and
against the Liberal party. Their leader, Lord Randgh!
Churchill, anticipating that the Liberal leader would b 'ph
in such a measure, decided beforehand what the Britie
Tory Party’s counter would be. sh

direct the;n

“1 decided some time ago,” he wrote on | cbruary T6th
1886, “that if the G.O.M. went for Home Rule tl;e
3

Orange card would be the one to play,

He played it. He went to Belfast and there so effectiv,
stirred up sectarian passions that his son Mr. Winsfm
Churchill, writes of his “rousing Fngland and inflaming |
Ulster.” He inflamed it so that, as again his son tell§ o |
“ the attitude of the Protestants in the North of Irelaﬁz‘l
became daily more formidable. The excitement in;
Belfast did not subside. Dangerous riots, increasing |
in fury until they almost amounted to warfaﬁg, |
occurred in the streets between the factions of Orange |
and Green. Firearms were freely used by the poli”é‘e-i
and by the combatants. Houses were sacked and men |
and women were killed. So savage, repeated and
prolonged were the disturbances, breaking out again
and again in spite of all efforts to suppress them,
that they became in the end the subject of a
F‘arliamentar),r Commission, the evidence and report
of which are not pleasant reading and proved, when !
finally published, damaging to the Orange party.” 3
The whole Tory leadership concentrated on this sectarian
incitement with such good effect for the Party that thbg
actually brought down the Gladstone Government and |
drove the Liberals out of office for 20 years with a short
break from 1892 to 1895, T e 1 - 4 ; =
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overthrow that Republic by sheer military might,
of granting Ireland the same independence ag Be]g-ium, 4
was promised to the hundreds of thousands of Il‘iShmeﬁ'
who had enlisted for the war (the Irish casualties werdl
twice those of Belgium) the British Government declared
the elected Parliament an unlawful lun_l}' and recruited and
despatched to Ireland the Black-and-Tans. This terrorist
army was loosed upon the people. Scores of towns wes
burned and wrecked, industries were smashed up, privafé
residences destroyed for “ reprisals,” prisons flled wigh
resisters, many capturcd in action executed, and systematic
assassinations carried out, elected leaders being shot in
their homes at night.

Insteaq "

IRELAND'S

Heip From ABROAD. '

When a year of terrorism on this enormous scale was &
found not to have broken the Irish resistance movement,
the British realised that eventually they might have to make
peace with leaders so heroically supported by the people.
Instead of the desire for independence Weakening. it was
daily becoming stronger.  Vast moral support was given
to it by the exiled Irish and their friends throughout the
world. In the United States, public opinion was deﬁ-
moved by the unequal fight, and American citizens sent
generous aid to the insurgent Irish Government. The
British Cabinet, despairing of a decision by brute force, :
resumed more energetically their preparations for the
partition of an Ireland which seemed to be successfully
- The British Government elected in 1918, althougl

doy orge was Premier, was predominantly Tory. Its
mﬂn mainly with those whom earlier it had

rivate army and resist in arms an
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