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The Taoiseach: 1 move that th
Eﬁb" now read a Second Time. In m
_his motion, Sir, it would be
| pypoerisy on my part if 1 did not
~ expression in public to the f ‘
~ ride which animate me in bei
Jeged to sponsor this Bill and
" mend it to the Diil for accep!
qum.}l}'. however, it would be quite
| aaworthy if I did not express m
jeelings of deep humility as I appro
the discharge of the duty whic
to fulfil. Those sentiments of
are genuinely and sincerely
| arise from the certain real
‘knowledge that there are o
of this House people far m
who have merited far )
have, to fulfil the privilege
to me by the turn of e nt
This Bill which I am int
mmending for o
se 1s not a Bill
ticular statute v
h discussion and
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D4il. It will, I believe, if it is passed
in a spirit of goodwill, if it is passed
unanimously, do and achieve what its
primary purpose hopes for: to bring
peace here in this part of our country
“and by bringing this country well on
to the international stage, by lifting
this problem of Partition from the
domestic arena and putting it on the
international scene, give us not a faint
hope but a clear prospect of bringing
about the unity of Ireland.

Created by British.

I should like to say one more thing
in conclusion. There have been some-
‘times smug, sometimes fearsome de-
clarations by British Ministers or
British Governments that the problem
of Partition is an Irish problem, that
must be settled between Irishmen.
That Pilate-like attitude can no longer
be held by statesmen with the courage
and decency to look facts in the face.
- This problem was created by an Act

the British Parliament, the Govern-
ment of Ireland Act, 1920, It may

isting on the obvious, but I have
ceasion to insist very strongly on
us in recent months. That
- ¢ \ F e-:d h" 3 Om

majority, a statutorily created
a majority created deliherate}y Y
the Act of 1920 tq coerce ang 3
within the bounds of their g
State masses of our Catholie
and fellow Irishmen who do not,
to be there. That Act of 1999 Wwa
on the Statute Book and broughy

operation without a single vota
in its favour by any Irish represe
in the British Parliament op
vanybody North or South wan
Therefore the problem of undoi:
wrong devolves
Government. We are doing our
down here. We are doing our papt
this Bill,

The whole basis of the case I
for this Bill is founded on good
is founded on the end of bitte _
is founded on a sincere desire
greater good-will with Great
We hope through the creatio )
good-will, through fostering
- good-will, that that will help m _
to induce the British Gov nmer




