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IRELAND’'S RIGHT TO UNITY

Thera is & maljority of 80 per c:nt. in the
whole of Ireland for anity. A minority
tion to national fi om was made
the excuse by Britain, who organised and

5 ined it, for the partition of ireland -
in 1920. That opposition comes mainly from

an area, marked orange on the map, which

is roughly within a 30 m:les radius Belfast.

The area is just over one-third of the parti- »
tioned territory and is only one-sixteenth
of Ireland. OQutside it, there is a continuous
block from the extreme south to the
extreme north with a majority for unity.
Within the partitioned area itself there
is a majority in almost two-thirds of the
territory for re-union with the rest of

Ireland.
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British imposed
Border

The case stated by the
All-Party Anti-Partition Con-
ference, Mansion House,
Dublin, Ireland

In the pamphlet, the cov ich i
.40 s 31 Lo over of which is reproduced above, Ireland’s case against Partition is stated.

® The essence of dem S
goveme; democracy lies in the right of a people freely to determine how they are o be i

: 'll'h? hdrrir.h{or this self-determination is the nation.
reland through a nationhood never questioned in almo
e A uestio ost 2,000 years has that right. A
: :’:l:t:ior; .l:al r.he denial of the right to self-determination. : : ‘
ks u to accept the majority will of a people in choosing the government they themselves

e 5

".h_'!f‘é_iﬂ_!\‘L sought for or desired Partition. "
AgAInat the passionate, protest. ol ‘the overwhelming

by flagrant manipulation
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which apply cqually to all parties.

the people are knawg'"'.

lican or Democratic,

This pamphleﬁ w
three conditions ca




the fundamental divisions are Nationalist and Tory. As in other countries

pamph]e‘ deals sily distinguishable from those occupied by thejr

the areas occupied by one party are ea

oppo'll"ﬁ::,s.it is known to everybody in Ireland that the majority in Derry City, Sau
Armagh, South Down, and in the' counties of Tyrone gnd Fermanagh are Nationalist, 2nd
that the majority in most of Antrim, in North qun. in Derry C and in Belfast City
are Tory. Those who live in Fhese actual localities can get a st e detailed pictare.
They can estimate in each particular town and street the strengt . two parties,
A line drawn around one set of townlands or street ' encircle
¢the main strength of the Nationalists where the; N 2 cone
siderable majority and leave the rest of the distric - divided

up into safe Tory constituencies.

OUSTING THE MAJORITY

Derry City provides an example. In Derry there are 29,00 alists and 18,000
Tories. It would seem from these figures to be beyond the wit to give Derry a
Tory City Council. Not at all. The city, with the approval an assistance of the
regime, is divided into three unequal wards as follows :—

North Ward : 14,500 inhabitants who elect 8 re; antatives,
South Ward : 21,250 i o AFER
Waterside Ward : 11,250 5 & T

On the surface there is nothing unusual in that division. Many citics, owing to their
configuration, have to have wards numerically unequal. But let us break down those
figures showing their political significance by giving the electors by parties :—

\ Electors
I Nationalists | Tories
|
North Ward ... 3,296 4,905
South Ward ... 11,067 2,305
Waterside e 2,654 3,851
TOTALS ... 17,017 11,061

|t will be seen at once that the wards have been so arranged that more Nationalist electors
have heen crowded in the South Ward than there are Tory electors in the whole city.
The Tories win the eight seats of the North Ward and the four seats of the Waterside
\VWard, and thus for 11,061 electors have |2 seats on the Derry Corporation, while the
Nationalists win but one ward, the South, although they have 17,017 electors. The Tory
minority are thereby given control of the Derry City government.

A WELL DESIGNED SYSTEM

Though this arrangement of the wards of Derry City is remarkable, it is, as will be
shown, not exceptional. In every democracy there are cases where a minority wins @
particular election. For example, it happens often where there are three-cornered
contests. The case of Derry Is not one of these. The minority vote there Is given majority
power by an arrangement of electoral districts. In straight two-party contests 3 We'
~designed system enables the Tories to win more seats than the Nationalists, and th-°-_“£;b' :
“secret voting and adult sufirage rremain, the Nationalists have been deprived of their
democratic right. Mere boun<ar ¢ alteration has made the minority the majority.
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DERRY’S UNIQUE

Derry C
been manipulated no few
ment. The narrow frang _
Nationalist population growing so rapidly that it might soon capture two of th
The first gerrymander was carried out in 1896 to avert this. The three w
by 2 nice use of boundaries given control of three of the five. Each of the
Nationallst population continued to grow and it looked by 1919 as If they would
Councillors against 16. So the ward boundaries were redrawn and the war
returned by the wards were to be different. The two wards in which the Nationali
given 19 representatives. The two wards containing the bulk of the Tory minority
control was preserved. Unfortunately for the Tory party the British Gove
resentation to Irish local elections. The result was that In 1920 the Nationalist n
its right—a majority of the seats on the Derry Corporation. This triump
on the eve of the next municipal elections the Belfast Ministry for :
boundaries. The four wards were increased to five and so manipulated that
elect only a minority on the City Council.

In 1936 came the fourth gerrymander. The Nationalist populati
wards might be won by them. But before elections could be held
wards were abolished. Three new wards specially designed on this o
substituted and the membership of the Corporation was reduced by half,
that it gave the Tory minority in the city twelve seats and the Nati
fifth gerrymander for the Nationalist majority in the city has on

of gerrymandering to give the Tories ¢
majority, the boundaries need no more |
get less than their due, as they do throughout
there are districts such as Newry where the
whole, and where only the most blata
sentation. There, the best that  be
minority. But wherever Natio

boundaries are drawn with meticu

60 PER CENT., NO M

Thus, in practically ev:
in several in which they are abe
The plan is always the same




co. 3. LISNASKEA RURAL COUNCIL has 22 mem.

COUNCIL bers. The area is 61 per cent. Nationalist and
39 per cent. Tory. The Tories have 14 seats
and the Nationalists 8.

4. OMAGH URBAN COUNCIL has 2! seats, The
Nationalists form 62 per cent. of the Council
area and the Tories 38 per cent. The Tories
have 12 seats and the Nation= ' s 9,

only one for every 970 Opgerve the new '* democracy "' at work @ 54 - cent., 58 per cent
: : 61 per cent, 62 per cent.—it is all the sam - e minority gets;
substantial majority of the seats.

e & ¢
'i‘ A GIANT GERRYMANDER

This method whose effectiveness the figure: nstrate is applied

across the whole partitioned territory from D« the East to Der
i in the West. Indeed, this manipulation of elect- ‘undaries through-
ARMAGH CO. out the Six Counties is in keeping with Partitior « hich is itself a giant
SRDNG gerrymander. The Six County boundaries were ‘xed by Britain on
one consideration alone, that the cut off area siioi'd contain as much
) Nationalist territory as the concentration of Tores around Belfast

could safely outvote.* By that major boundary manipulation the

mass of the Irish people were deprived of their <emocratic right to
- decide national policy, just as to-day Nationalist majorities within
* The Tories get asea  the partitioned area are deprived by local boundary manipulation
for every 1600 sup-  of their right to decide local affairs.

porters ; the Natlonallsts
only one for every 7,000

Remember that while in the area taken as a whole the Tories
predominate numerically—it was to give them this advantage that
Britain detached only six of the nine Ulster Counties—they have local
majorities in less than half the area. '

In half of Armagh and half of Down, in all
Tyrone and all Fermanagh, in Derry City and
part of Derry County and in the northern tip
of Antrim, those against Partition are in
DERRY CO. majority.

COUNCIL

If these areas were free to elect representatives of their choice
there would be a chain of Nationalist Councils stretching from east
to west, taking in more than half the severed Six Counties. e

ST R COST v A




City, though it has a special place in Tory mythology
3;%3" st stronghold. We have seen how the ma]o{'!t';yv:r:lp?*‘é%n
Fo electing 3 represeiitatin Clty Council, They, were slsa préil
from electing 3 Member of Parliament. For Parliamentary |
Derry City s a unit, with a population divided into 29,000 N
and 18,000 Tories. It w0uld_|n face of shese Hgiies
5 keep the Mationalist nominee out. However, political
is no obstac! the determined gerrymanderer. The imp:
was to get ty for the Tories and that was done. Part
was cut aw gether and put into an already Nationalist co
(the Foyle Divicion). Then a carefully chosen series of rural :
come of tliom  zht miles away, were grafted on to the now trt
city until a To y majority was created for what they called the

Division.
Tu - o the cover and observe the electoral monster
thus produced. |

TWO TO ONE

The Tories also considered it necessary to break
Nationalist counties of Tyrone and Fermanagh, whose area
third of th= whole partitioned territory. They concen
Fernmnagh and created three Parliamentary constituenc
the popuiatton yas thus divided :

Nationalists
Enniskillen 9,600
Lisnaskea - 7,9049 R

South Fermanagh ... 12,600
Totals ... 30,100

Notice the same pattern as in Derry. Fermanagh &
and 24,375 Tories. By drawing such an elect
make one overwhelmingly Nationalist con:
themselves with two constituencies in
sufficient majority. Thus, despite adult suff
the minority gets twice the representatior
having done this the Tories can point
representation to support their cont
remain partitioned from lreland!
Widespread gerrymandering is
Parlluamentary constituencies because t
Tories a majority in the Parl
?‘oundary manipulation has
arrangement " of electoral

has been to ensure,

that all power and p




its value by f.e.rrymzndering but as many as possible have been denied the franchise

_ ] i llel was provided in this

teogether under a new Act. An interesting paraliel \ matter. |n |
;I;:ge:he British Parliament and the Belfast Parhamer?tl had before them 1Egislazif_-,5,;
determining who should vote in local elections. The British Act extended the franchige
declaring that anybody aged twenty-one years or over was entitlec to vote. (Free Ireland

had given this right to its local electorate more than ten years ez riter). The British Act
however, contained a lengthy section excluding the voters of the 5'x Counties from the
benefit of adult suffrage and decreeing that restrictive regulations d.. -~cd nearly 30 e
earlier (1918) should still have force there.

The Act going through the Belfast Parliament ved the

shining hour by extending not the franchise but the ! =rs to it

and took the vote from many who had it.
The property qualification was made more onerous and in additio w form of plural
voting was introduced giving wealthy business firms up to seven each.

A member of the Administration openly admitted that the the Act was to
disfranchise the Nationalists where they formed a majority. It has ously succeeded
in that aim, One set of figures is typical. The constituency (Lis: Co. Fermanagh)
which elects the Prime Minister of the Six County Government provi... . example. There
12,037 people have the Parliamentary franchise. Those who can vore in ‘ocal government
elections have, however, been cut down to 7,523. But this reduc -achieved by the

application of the property qualification—does not affect the two parties equally.

The number of Nationalist voters is cut from 7,097 to 7,'43 but
the total of the Prime Minister’s supporters only froii. 4,940 to
3’m"

Even this, as the figures show, leaves the Nationalists in a majority

MINORITIES BECOME MAJORITIES

That majority is made ineffective by gerrymandering. The elcctoral boundaries are
so arranged that the Nationalists have large majorities in thirteen of the 3l electoral
divisions, their wasted votes allowing the Tories to win control of the other eighteen with
small majorities. This gives them a majority on the Council.t The Tories are able -tos.;l}_n-
a seat for every 187 votes, the Nationalists having to poll 317 votes for every seat teﬁ
get. This shows the position with regard to voters. The disproportion of seats wlth-reggr-.__
to population is even more marked. The Tories get one seat for every A35 persons =
the Nationalists one for every 925 persons. g

The universality of gerrymandering needs no other proof than this dispr.O.Pgﬁ'_@"ﬁ;
Ve have cited it for the Prime Minister’s constituency. But it can be .;cit;._l_-\ "'"ti"""
almost every local government area in the whole Six Counties. From thg- most ‘m?e.-ﬂe&éﬁ 3
Eubhf; body to the least the disparity exists. Here is a list of examples giving one for ¢ S

ind of public body from the full analysis which appears as an appendix.

Population per Seat
Tory  Nationalist
7,098

nt



THE MOTIVE

gut the impartial reader will say : there must be
kind. What is the reason for an electoral system whi
Tory vote equal to two or more Nationalist votes ?

T« Tories have a double reason : to proy

ar--.ment that Partition has a democ
t - - o reduce the Nationalists to pol
t re in majority.

As | s 1 shown the British Government dis
to give t0 3 -entration of Tory voters in the Belfast
could numer «'ly dominate. Included in that area y
cerritory whe = a plebiscite would produce a majo

The ~xi- ~ce in that territory of public bod
in the Tory v w, disclose this fact and demonstrat
in the severc | area. 2

Many ou side Ireland have been propagandised
passionatel; for Partition. To have a chain of Natio
West of the whole area would blow this miscon
geographical absurdity of the entire Six County b

DISPERSE THE NATIONALISTS

It would do something equally feared by t
Nationalists to hope for rescue. It would keep t
authority and responsibility in these border commu
control of the Nationalist areas from the Nat
them.

With the control of each
ment, the building and alloc
moneys on amenities and
schemes etc.

All this implies considerable power ove
therefore, the Nationalists could be e
proper share of housing and contrac
against educationally, and generally
Tory control would deny them h
elsewhere until the Borde

TELL-TALE
Some to wh
few quotations shc
Nationalist ;
members wh




OMAGH

 BEFORE GERRYMANDERING'

rt of the Omagh Rural District shown here there were
before 1922, 13 Electoral Divisions of which 8 were MNationalist in
majority. After the area had been gerrymandered in 1922 the
W were left with only two of the now nine divisions.

rear

earrangement of the boundaries gave all the others to the
ries—a Nationalist majority of 61 per cent, of the seats in
the area had been reduced to an insignificant minority of 15
per cent. (See key ot foot of mext column).

AFTER
GERRYMANDERING 1

from Parliament to take up the
for Co. Fermanagh, said at Enniskillen
county, on April 9th, 1948 . !

Post of Crown Solici,
apital of 1‘;
.“| P

“The Nationalist majority in the C
. Ci .
standing a reduction of 336 in the ;::rty,s: Otwith.  ha
3,684, We must !J.;{.'W‘.{Jiefy reduc » Stands at Re

that majority. e and liquidge

This county, | think it can safefy I

be said, is a Unionist (i.e.. g T

A L) or
The at.mosphere is Unionist.  The B}:J)ar;:ugty&
properties are nearlv all controlled by Un.‘om‘n
But there is still thi: o4

stone around our necks,"

In a word, everything excc:t the people are Unionjsy) A

Major L. E. Curran, ¢ Parliame th
the Minister for Finance. i=cer Atto:']rt\?a;y é::::?lry toz
recently appointed a mamber of the High Court B‘ena::]}:i :
showed earlier that part of this ** liquidation " of ;
Nationalist majority would b= the wholesale disfranchise.N:
ment of Nationalists not in vermanagh only but in otherfl
Border Counties also. M= was in charge of the Bjjjof
limiting the franchise and i January 10th, 1946, in thel®
Belfast Parliament, he referred to the danger *of the®
Nationalists getting control of the three Border counties
plus Derry City.”" Describing them as disloyal he said :,E:

“ The best way to prevent the overthrow of the o
Government by people who had no stake in the

country and had not the welfare of the people |
of Ulster at heart was to disfranchise them."tt

A most potent weapon with which to carry out Mr!
Ferguson’s liquidation policy, and Major Curran’s dis-?
franchisement, was the denial of houses to Nationall§€§£-'
in particular areas. "This has, like so much else in t."u
story of gerrymandering, a dual effect. It compel’
Nationalists either to reside elsewhere or
lodge with one another and thus lose the lc
Goverment vote under the new Act

In either case the Tories come out relatively "-"‘_?
for their purpose of dominating the local bodies. |
is no concealment of this denial of houses. Th

ttlt was a sensational admission for though e_.vg_l-'ybﬁd
purpose of the Bill nobody expected that a member
would himself state it so brutally. Major Curra
realised the damage that had been done and tho
Press (see Northern Whig, January |lth, 1946
passage the offending sentences were cut |
he evidence was destroyed.




| the Strabane Week!x Ne‘ws. on June |lth, 1949, ENN
Jourﬂiéd the following editorial advice to the Tory AN

ubl:S_“ors who in a predominantly Nationalist ares PBEFORE
Coim;:ecured all but 8 of the 28 seats on the Strabane © T YMANDERING: -
IP]\T:vraf goRnt

u Eyery Unionist (i.€., Tory).,.wllu) s.eHs a farm or

lts @ house to an A ,-{;-_Part.-tromst is assisting the

A ati-Partitionists to win the Local Government

,epresentation i that area at the next election and

their action can only be regarded as treachery to
their party. "~
As will have been seen from the footnote on page 7,
the Ulster Unionist Council itself five months later urged

0Tory voters to rememuer that * the letting of houses "
G part of the spoils of controlling local bodies.

' gyt the principal method of * liquidating ** the
*Nationalists and the oidest of them all is the refusal to
“dive to the Nationalist communities their rightful share
Jof public employment and to close private employment
olo them also, whereverl possible. This policy is as old
o Partition itself and has been voiced by no less an
o nfluential person than Sir Basil Brooke, present Prime
. Minister of the Six Counties. He put it brutally in its
il sectarian aspect in a speech in 1933 setting the line
or all loyal party members :

““Many in the audience employ Catholics but |
have not one about my place.”

r.That policy is faithfully carried out to-day in every
s Nationalist area in the Six Counties in which the Prime
tsllinister’s party has secured control. The Nationalists
isten where they are in strong majority are denied the
JsMost menial public posts paid for by the money collected
tot local and general taxation to which they, as a majority,
al¥bstantially contribute. Both the Tory and the

Natlon‘alist newspapers of the area are constantly
iﬁ"-‘l;omng instances of the refusal by Tory controlled
:ﬂfPU lic boards to appoint Nationalists.

None of this could have happened without the
i:ﬁﬂ;nlvance of Britain. In the Act which -p.a'rtttl'cme"_c‘l;-.
e €and the British recognised that the Nationalists of N
? ¢ Six Counties were likely to be penalised simply
Tyh e most of them differed in religion from those
5&% W{’Ii_lld control the Government of the partitioned
Wbrice, GO reassure public opinion on this score, the
=t unc overnment put into the Act a clause making
; ! Onstitutional for the Belfast Parliament to
Make a law so as either directly or indir
'+« give a preference, privilege or adva

O impose any disabilities or

%,
3¢ similay g _ :
- dvice given I e
i h.nuary |5th",l IQSID'.' anothe _I?Tm: 4



That law has since been broken by every Prime M'inist;er - tEe > Coum;i?s and by the
lesser Ministers. We need but recall thquur?t?tlon TLom the present Prime Minister,
etting the example of non-employment of Catholics, Those who held the office of Prime
Minister before him, Lord Craigavon and Mr. J. M And rews, gave voice to similar sentiments,
Under such patronage discrimination fas s ane it s <o deprive the minority of
electoral power that the same mentality has devised the gerrymand >ring system and is

operating it to the full.

HOUSES FOR ONE PARTY ONLY

The Tory members of the Omagh
Rural District Council met on June 6th,
1936 and asked for a change of law which
would prevent Nationalists getting
houses. The resolution was forwarded
by their Secretary, Mr. Robert A. Parke,
to the Deputy Whip of the Government
Party, Sir Wilson Hungerford on June
I6th, 1936. Mr. Parke himself summarised
the resolution as follows—

“ Briefly put the object is to
confer on rural councils the
power to formulate schemes for
the erection of Labourers’
Cottages without representa-
tions so that when cottages are
completed they can be let to
Unionist (i.e. Tory) tenants.

“We know that in the past
cottages have had to be let to
those who made representations
(i.e. those most in need) and in
the majority of cases these have
been Roman Catholics and
MNationalists.

“If this change were made it
is believed it would enable the
Unionist Party to improve their
position without risk from the
other side.”

in other words the cottages will only be
built by the Council if they can be let
to Tory voters. This the Tory Coun-
cillors in their resolution put still more
bluntly :

“We would point out that in
certain districts cottages are
required by Unionist Workers
bt we hesitate to invite repre-
sentations as we know there
would be a flood of representa-
tions from the MNationalist side
and our political opponents are
only waiting the opportunity
to use this means to outvote us in
divisions where majorities are
close.”

Rather than risk houses going to
Nationalists the Omagh Rurlf Council
(Tory-controlled despite the 62 per cent.
MNationzlist maiority in its electoral
area) did not build as much as one
Labourer’s cottage although che Tory
Councillors’ resolution itself shows how
desperate the housing situation was,

BRITAIN’S RESPONSIBILITY
Britain has never onc
of whether there was
5 of the Partition Act (
protect minorities) came | eighteen months
of the passing of that Act slation was rushed
through the Belfast Par 't in July, 1922,
to abolish Proportional | sentation in local
elections and to give a | linister full legal
power to alter the elect: houndaries of any
Council area in any part e Six Counties.*
The British Government of the time recognising
the true purpose of this sislation at first
instructed the Viceroy to veto the Act but later
after pressure from the Six County Tories
yielded. f
The only safeguard to the minority
provided in the British statute which
dismembered Ireland was, thus,
rendered useless with the connivance
of the British Government itself
within less than two years.

From that day to to-day, practically every area
in the Six Counties where the Nationalists could
be defrauded of the value of their votes by boundary
manipulation has been gerrymandered. Local
electoral divisions since 1922 and Parliamentary
divisions since 1929 have been revised and re-
arranged at the will either of the Governmentalone
or of the local and central Tory leaders without
consultation with the people. In the case both of
local elections and Parliamentary elections thg
system of Proportional Representation msertell
into the Partition Act as a further aid to fud
representation for the minority was.abollsheh-
Its abolition need not have been injurious if the

:-fefEd- The test
ncerity in Section
was supposed to

articular) th : : i i d to
B e Mo ot workers samiraiy | system which ‘replaced it was justly devisec ©
: ascertain and reflect the wishes of the electorate.
. T T

' t
*The power to alter electoral boundaries is conta’ned in Section 7 of the Local Government Ac

(Northern Ireland) of 1922 which declares

“The Minister may from time to time make orders f such
() dividing  borough urban district or town into wards and fixing the boundaries ©

wards,

division, or th
myb . -‘.

altering the number and boundaries of the wards, or altering the boundaries ot

the wards without altering g_helr nu;;blc{. el :
b) dividing a county into county electoral divisions, altering the boundary o L
ey mamnﬂm number of county councillors andz county eleczoral divisions of the

-
=

a county electoral

Though the Section binds the Minister to ** consult with " the existing local body he is free to ignore their
advice and is free al: . through his alterations of boundaries withc y local inqul v
O e oo 0 P ficial Debates Vol. 2, Col. 957 October loth, 1922



But what followed showed that Prop
removed solely to enable drastic

carried out by which the Nationalists
in their voting power. DTNaiISE

Britain never once protested.

SIGNIFICANT FIGURES

some -mples of the effect of these changes o
public boar o is provided in the following ta
mandering |15 struck at democracy in the Six €

Tory
Before Partition ... 37
Now an ey 5'

DERRY CORPO
Before Partition ...
Now sen e

LURGAN BORO!
Before Partition .-
Now aas wen

LIMAVADY UR
Before Partition 2
Now

19
2

Before Partition

vew

MAG
Before Partit
Now =

In every case the Tory manipulatio
in Tory representation wholly
which remained stable over t

RESULTS PRE-DETERM
So penetrative is this gerryman
know there is hardly ne




NO
ENQUIRY
PERMITTED

In December, 1946, the
Nationalist M.P.’s in the
Belfast Parliament pro-

posed the following
motion :

“That in the op:.nion of
this House the gerry-
mandering of local
government electoral
areas, whereby minori-
ties of electors are able
to elect a majority of
the public representa-
tives is undemocratic
and a public inquiry
should ke held into the
whole matter.”’
Nationalist and Labour

M.P.'s from Fermanagh.
Tyrone, Belfast, Armagh,
and Down, urged the
Government in its own
interest to accept the
motion.

Spokesmen for the
motion gave many
examples, with statistics
and maps, of Nationalist
electors robbed of their
majority  position by
boundary manipulation.
The Government’s reply,
a point blank refusal, was
given by Major Curran
wheo, the previous January;
had charge of the Bill
which disfranchised
Nationalist voters so that
they could not control
“ the three border coun-
ties and Derry City.”
He and other Tory spokes-
men said the local elec-
toral areas which had
been impugned were so
devised since the law
required rateable valua-
tion to be considered. The
Mationalists replied that
this could not explain
gerrymandering where it
was worst—Iin rural areas
—as all agricultural land
had been derated but in
any case what the law
required was first the
equable representation of

the popualtion and only

. have succeeded in destroying the el al

Total

Not
Seats Contested
Corporations ... 72 16 (or 224
County Councils 129 123 (or 950/:))
Borough Councils 171 9 (or 563;;
Urban Councils 272 138 (or 505?)
Rural Councils ... 613 &

576 (Ol" 93%)

These figures* simply mean that derm in local affairs has
to all intents and purposes been kili: n the partitioned
area. Boundary manipulation and widcssread disqualification
of electors have made elections so unr hat public interest
in them has all but vanished.

The Tory majority which the British /i of 1920 created in
the fenced-off six-Counties set out 2

28 years ago on a vast
scheme of discrimination against the Nationalisc minority. They

power of the
Nationalists, but in doing so they have bro :nt grave dishonour
on the whole system of local government, =1d now elections
contested from any quarter have become a rarity.

Low Record of Service

One of the fruits of the undemocratic local government
system produced by gerrymandering is that the Tory-controlled
public bodies have a very low record of service.

The three Rural District Councils in the Nationalist

County of Fermanagh, all controlled by the Tory

minorities, did not build as much as one house
in more than twenty years.

In other counties the politically petrified boards which have
resulted from boundary manipulation are as reluctant to adopt

* The figures may not be complete in all cases as there are
no official statistics. The table is compiled from reports of nominations,
withdrawals and election results as they appeared in the Six County Tory
and Nationalist newspapers in May and June. 1949.

This is a view of the
Belfast  Parliament
which was built by
the British Govern-
ment and in pursu-
ance of British policy
was presented as a
free gift to the Gov-
ernment of the Six
Counties in April,
1933. The guns in
the foreground seen
f-!‘rin{ a ﬁl&m 51;' ﬁ
opening of the Sessi
1950, are the gul

a British battery.




hemes of social improvement.* The explan e
sinerﬂ neglect is to be found in the kind pof :;;:?':s:?\rta:g: ;
who is enabled by the unjust electoral system to form a | .
majority on public boards. He is usually a" Tory from the |

ropertied classes. These classes regard with traditional |
hostility any project which may increase the rates on Propeﬁy
and in consequence the record of public boards for miai
amenities, oarticularly housing, in almost every area in

che Six Counties is far below that in the rest of Ireland or in
Britain.
The Pianning Advisory Committee set up by the Belfast

Governrent issued in 1944 the latest available figures on the |
gener?ﬂ housing situation in the partitioned territory. The |

neglect showrn s considerable everywhere, but it is at its |
worst in the “lationalist Counties of Tyrone and Fermanagh.

In the wors. Tory rural areas the highest percentage of |
houses declz-cd totally unfit is 19-8 per cent., but in Tyrone
it is 40-6 ner cent., and in Fermanagh 412 per cent. There is

grave overcrowding in all parts of the partitioned Six Counties.
Taking the whole area 34-4 per cent. of the houses are over-
crowded. This overcrowding is worst in Tyrone, 55-8 per cen
and in Fermanagh, 579 per cent. In the entire area there i
urgent need for 30-2 per cent. more houses than the
now. But in Tyrone that need is 5|5 per cent., ai
Fermanagh 546 per cent. :
This neglect is all the more acceptable to the
majorities on the Councils, as it prevents the hated
from benefiting by better housing, ~water an
schemes and other community projects that are set on
by Councils that do care for the public need. St
create employment—but in the Nationalist ai
Counties this might have meant that many Nati
ing found work could remain in the area to vote a
election, so the least possible was done,T

* Mr. Harry Midgley, now Minister for Educat
1946, said : ** | was 20 years on the P
war years there never was any sche
Ireland."’

Sir Milne Barbour, former Minist
1944, said many members of local
afraid "' to face the electors if they

oing ar -

Bruary 2

Speaking in the Belfast Parliam
Nationalist majorities in the areas v
Mr. J. E. Warnock, K.C., said on May
Labourers Acts since 1912."

ory majority in D

*“| have observed in
M.P., for South Belfast, Fe




BRITAIN STANDS OVER IT ALL

sibility rests with Britain. What has been

The ultimate respon stated here has 3

been known to the British Government. They are well aware of the sycta:

;’:l?ag!isation of the Nationalists. They are well aware of the effort made by tfl':zta:ll'?d
Government in Belfast by manipulation of the gleaoral bou:“-.c'-" es to rob the minorit
(even where it is a local majority) of that effective franch_:se whict 1pposed to be the
elementary right of every citizen. Nevertheless, despite this vledge, the British
Labour Government in May, 1949, passed the Ireland Act conf e Tories in thei
domination and giving them by Statute a veto on the will of the e o
The facts set out in this pamphlet are, however, not widel among the rank
and file of the Tory supporters within the partitioned area. Th s inflicted on the
minority would be indignantly repudiated by many of these peop selves if the truth
could be got to them. They, like the mass of every community > be just to their
neighbours, but they are kept in ignorance by their leaders and « s of what is goin
on around them, or they are made to believe that these things n 1e for the sat’etg
of the State. Honest men and women of every party would reve ould be brough{
home to them how democracy has been overturned to keep Natios t of their rights.

THE ARMAGH

GERRYMANDER

n the Belfast Parliament

on Dece Oth, 1946, the following
facts we civen of the manner by
which ¢ MNationalist citizens of
Lo Armagh w. ¢ deprived of their control
i Qf City affzirs
A : The Urban Council was firs
L lished in 1903, The city was dlvlée:’;::

three wards, each electing six members.
The MNationalists were in majority in
two wards and elected twelve members
of the Council. The Tories elected the
remaining six. In 1922 under the system
of Proportional Representation, which
provides specially for minorities, the
Nationalists got 10 seats and the
Tories 8.

The Council was dissolyed by Order
of the Belfast Government In March,
1934, despite the protest of the
majority of the citizens and for 12
years was administered by a paid official.
During that period the Nationallst
majority made many representations
WBISHORE to the Belfast Government to restore
BALaRE their self-government. _In April, 1946
this paid official without any instruction
from the citizens applied to the
Armagh County Council which was Tory
in majority for an extension of the
town boundaries. Although, since
it deprives them of revenue, county
bodies are usually slow to grant such
applications, the Tory majority immed-
fately complied. It set up 3 Tribunal,
exclusively Tory, to examine the
details. The majority of ratepayers
heard by the Tribunal were against
extension (indeed only one ratepayer,
a Tory, supported it.) The boundary
was nevertheless extended. A fantastic s
line which skirted every N“"‘“‘w
district but took In every Tory of
near it was made the new city boun ary.
Again without consulting the _‘1"
the existing three wards were: id

dd

ow Grounce

and five new wds_e_stabl[nho_d
the five—is it necessary to a
three had been mate safe for ¢
by the carefully-d:awn I:qu_r
in this Nationalist city the e
send |12 Councillors to t
Council ua‘:mt (ih__c Naﬂ‘m
=1 te this microcosm
complete this N only be
e




This appendix gi‘.vgs.an analysia of the eributioh & o
¢ the elected Councils in the partitioned area. lt-h‘ of
:eld in 1949 and on the latest census returns | :
only five ©f the seventy-two Councils do thi _
of the Tories. %

URBAN << JNCILS:
Ballycast

Ballyclare

Ballymena

Ballymoney
Carrickfergus ...

Larne

Lisburn ...

Portrush

Whitehead

RURAL COUNCILS :

Antrm Co. Council
Antrim ...
Ballycastle
Ballymena
Ballymoney

Belfast ..,

Larne

Lisburn




ARMAGH—continued.

. Taking the T

epresentation of

] Number of its Sy b _
=5, Nationalists Tories 100°,, the Nationalist -

o A seat A seat Representation of jts

- for every for every Supporters is:

o/

/0

j:;.j Ao s e s 1."8 i 638 23
1,776 b4 37
5 e R %1 &
e : 801 693 86
BV ?m . e = ... hone for 390 374 0

o DERRY
~ URBAN COUNCILS:

Derry Corporation 3,665 1.541 2
Coleraine B.C. 1,887 484 25
Limavac ... none for |,087 187 0
587 181 31

T e T, Y 2,200 28 I
 Coleraine = 2,278 750 32 VI
" Derry RD.C. e T R T
R

71 s .:':_E-.:
".. =ls
-
52 =

$8 8

DOWN

.« ... none for |,453 101 : 0
w. .. none for 140l 282

o

."i wen 'i:l"!. ras raw



Nationalists

I‘o: :v.::y
Downpat: © K . . " I.S'!S
Hillsborc var none for 1,635
Kilkeel ; 53
Moira ... 5 none for 1,311
Newry Nc _ 770
Newtow . : : none for 4,123

URBAN < JNCILS:
Enniskille.. 2.C.
RURAL TOUNCILS:

Fermanagh Co. Council

Enniskillen

Irvinestown ...

Lisnaskea

URBAN COUNCILS
Cookstown

Dungannon
Omagh ...

Strabane

RURAL COUNCILS:
Tyrone Co. Council...
Castlederg

Ciogher

Cookstown
Dungannon

Omagh

Strabane




LISNASKEA
BEFORE GERRYMANDERING*

*l. Cross

2. Greenhill

3. Maguires Bridge

4. Belle Isle

5. Lisnaskea

6. Kilmore

7. Derrylea

8. Kilturk

9. Newtownbutler

10. Derrysteaton

II. Clonkeelan

12. Mullynagowan

13. Magheraveeley

14, Armagh Manor

15. Carrickmacosker
. 16. Coolnamarrow

17. Carnmore

I8. Dresternan

19. Rosslea

20. Mullaghfad

21, Grogey

22. Corralongford

23. Brookborough

24. Deerpark

In the main part of the Lisnaskea Rural District before 1922 there were 24 Electoral Divisions, of which IS
Nationalist majorities and 9 Tory majorities. The area was gerrymandered in 1922 and the boundaries so rearrange
that majorities were created for the Tories in 17 of the now 25 Electoral Divisions, leaving only 8 Divisions
control of the Nationalists.

AFTER GERRYMANDERING f

11. Cross
2. Greenhill
3. Belle Isle
4. Maguires Bridge
5. Ballindarragh
6. Castiebalfour
7. U!nuktl
8. Kilmore
9. Armagh Manor
0. Derrylea
Il Newtownbutler




