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THE RISING OF 1916

kground to the Rising

&Ll

~ The Rising of Easter Week, 1916, marks the end oF ane phase in Irish history
e beginning of another. Before the Rising it seemed that Ireland was

d to win, at most, only a limited measure of self-government under the
J\-* E’ﬁﬂsh crown. The Rising, however, and the execution of its leaders led to the
1 pid spread of republican ideas and to the demand for a separate independent

= .‘ﬂ.._.iﬁllblieam State,

The French Revolution, and to a lesser extent the American War of
Independence which preceded it, had an important influence in the introduction of
republican ideas into Irish politics in the latter half of the 18th century. Even
though the insurrection of the United Irishmen in 1798 was unsuccessful, its
influence on the course of subsequent Irish history was a decisive one. The
~ gauntlet of nation-wide revolt, based on republican ideals, had been flung down in

- the face of British control. Although the immediate effect was to make that
y control an even tighter one - as a result of the Act of Union of 1800 - it served in
the long term to cohere and clarify the forces and the aims of Irish nationalism.
nﬁzring the nineteenth and early twentieth century the Union remained the common
B enemy to be broken. Only as regards the means and extent of its disappearance,
ke did differences of opinion exist between, on the one hand, the constitutionalists or
"“"Home Rulers'' and, on the other, the Republicans.

Thti ill-starred revolt of 1803, which cost Robert Emmet his life, was the first

~ spark applied to the totally unacceptable situation created in Ireland by the Act of

. Following his victory in 1829 on the Catholic Emancipation issue, Daniel
1ell turned his efforts towards the political organisation of the Irish people

i M@ﬁe 1840's, towards the Repeal of the Union. For a variety of reasons,

' ) the result of O'Connell's own temperament and convictions, others

3 'Bhtieal forces to some extent outside his control, O'Connell's efforts

ssful, insofar as the Repeal issue was concerned. He did, however,

results in making the Irish people as a whole more aware of the
ved and in creating the machlnery by which they could make

.iﬁ hui moves towards Repeal, was, in a sense, out-flanked by the
Here too the immediate outcome was unsuccessful and the
was suppressed in 1848. But the influence of the movement
and virile conception of Irish nationalism, expressed in
members, proved to be an important inspirational
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,_mt-aml the eat&hﬂ.i-shment of a self-reliant Irish parliament to

the_Ulater tmionista estabhshed the Ulster Volunteers to resust a
lon from Britain by force if necessary. In April, 1914, they landed a

ity of arms and ammunition which they had purchased in Germany.
ing of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, the Irish

ed in Dublin to defend Irish rights, and Home Rulers
Arms were purchased on the Continent and

Eére I"s'land Co. Cork and Kilc‘oole, Co Wicklow.

) 19"'4 on secret planswfo@ a Rising began. The date finally fixed was
: day, 23rd April, 1916, Three days before however, the Chief
Vblunteﬁrs, Dr. Eoin MacNe:.ll who until then was unaware of
i tearned’ﬂf developments and promptly cancelled the

: s on Easter Sunday. Subsequently, on being informed
arms exped:.@i émpectedsto arrive from Germany on the eve
0. 731 of 15th March, 1966) he changed his mind,

die had been irrevocably cast. On Easter Saturday,
; fmluré of the arms landing and of Casement's

ws seemed to him a disastrous blow to the prospects of the
nce reverted to his former position and issued counter-
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-+ .jmm ul‘ﬁ,;l.ﬁ"\n :P
g -lq i Lt el G5l




s

POBLACHT NA hEIREANN

THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT
OF THE
IRISH REPUBLIC

TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND

IRISHMEN AND IRISHWOMEN: In the name of God and of the
dead generations from which she receives her old tradition of nation-
hood, Ireland, through us, summons her children to her flag and
strikes for her freedom.....

The Easter Rising had begun.

Elsewhere in Dublin, the Volunteers, organised in four battalions,
occupied a number of positions with the object of holding off British advances as
long as possible and disrupting their lines of communication. The element of
surprise was the Republicans' strongest weapon.

The First Battalion,
under Commandant Edward

‘E“‘EBNHBHT Daly, took possession of

i the Four Courts on the
UBL north west bank of the

i Ic Liffey, a position which
: ; dominated the approaches

_ from the Curragh Camp in
_thmu;h us, summony County Kildare, the

it wern revalutionary location of the main

. .mhﬁh:!s&g concent_ratwn of British

e right moment Lo reveal troops in Ireland.

i 1 dmdrica Commandant Sedn Heuston
and some twenty-six men
occupied the Mendicity
Institute on the river's
south bank and were soon
in action, opening fire on
and scattering a regiment
of British soldiers which
left the nearby Royal
(now Collins) Barracks.
The First Battalion also
established outposts in
Jameson's Distillery and
at other points on the north
west bank of the Liffey,

 The Second Battalion,
under Commandant Thomas
‘MacDonagh occupied
Jacobs biscuit ﬁctnry in

: Bilhop Street and

) enta'bl.ished outpoltl in




O'Connell Street and the G.P.O, before the Rising

The Third Battalion, under Commandant Eamon de Valera occupied
Boland's flour mills and the railway line from Westland Row to
Lansdowne Road. They established outposts at Mount Street Bridge,
.1 Northumberland Road, Lansdowne Road, South Lotts Road, and Grand
' Canal Street. These were all important positions, being on the line of
' march of the British reinforcements arriving from England at Didn Laoire.

The Fourth Battalion, under Commandant Eamonn Ceannt, occupied the
South Dublin Union and established outposts in the area.
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',__':rmy, commanded by Michael Mallin and Countess Markievicz
A smaller group, under

=

L . casue Late in the afternoon British attacks on many outposts
were repulsed. Thare was bitter fighting at the South Dublin Union. Irish

t ggar's Bush Barracks. An attempt to capture the telephone
n Alley failed and the British authorities were able to call up
n the Curragh, Belfast, Athlone, and Templemore,

.and medl.c.al equ‘ipment at t.he Insh garnsons.

Tuesday, 25th April

n was issued from the G.P.O., and from a radio transmitter
lished in the Hibernian Bank, O'Connell Street, announcing
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W}%ES@#Y; . 26 'April

A small Irish force suce’aasfully kept at bay large British reinforcements
‘which had landed at Din Laoire and were now moving towards the centre of Dublin.
Seven men held Clanwilliam House, Mount Street Bridge, for nine hours. Some
234 of the advan 1g troops were killed or wounded before the house was bombed
and set on fire, and abandoned by the four surviving Volunteers.

still held the centre of the city. A British gun-boat 'Helga''
y Hall from the River Liffey.

in than they did in the city itself and this, combined with the

communication with the Dublin headquarters, frustrated
2ral insurrection. Nevertheless, the Volunteers were active at
oughout the country.

orthy (Cp. Wexf ord) was seized by a contingent commanded by Robert
1 held for several days before the surrender on lst May; several

il police barracks were captured in County Galway, where Liam Mellowes was in
%m@, Lypll.mtqe:s mobilised at Dundalk, County Louth and marched towards

) ~ in north é ounty Dublin, the Fifth battalion, under Thomas Ashe,

led the district and carried out a successful attack on British forces at
ne, Co. Meath.

‘fﬁﬁrsdajr, 27th April

_' A number of Irish posit:.ons in
e were abandoned
e followin aB_ sha ery attack
% ol ing lery attac

S A mTEiaJ{cii many buildi gs were set
on fire.
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Friday, 28th April

Pearse issued a
manifesto in which he re-
affirmed the resolution of
his forces to hold the
G.P.O. and praised the
gallantry of all the Irish
soldiers. "I desire now",
he said, 'lest I may not
have an opportunity later,
to pay homage to the
gallantry of the soldiers of
Irish Freedom who have
during the past four days
been writing with fire and
steel the most glorious
chapter in the later history
of Ireland. Justice can
never be done to their
heroism, to their
discipline, to their gay and
unconquerable spirit in the
midst of peril and death''.
He mentioned, by name,
the wounded James Connolly, Patrick Pearse Surrenders
officer in command of the

" Dublin Division, '"the guiding

brain of our resistance''.’ The manifesto ended - "If we accomplish no more than
we have accomphshed I am satisfied. I am satisfied that we have saved Ireland's
honour. ,

For my part, as to anything I have done in this, I am not afraid to face either
the Judgment of God, or the judgment of posterity''.

The British shelled the G. P.O. and wounded and prisoners, with members of
Cumann na mBan, were evacuated to Middle Abbey Street. By m,c';'htfall the entire
G. P.O. was in ﬂamea and the garrison withdrew to nearby Moore Street, British

:'sé’ldzers attacked Irish positions in North King Street,

Saturday, 29th April

:ﬁ-;da ba}y'-'t%hét a'ttac;."'k bf tﬁe British in the Chulrch Street - North King Street
s‘eaétar wa epulsed and arms captured. Irish forces in the Boland's Mills -
Weaﬂﬁ'ﬁ’ Row area were attacked at many points, and f1ght1ng continued in other

&ftg of the city dunng the day.

held council in a house in Moore Street (No. 16)
. milita.ry victory was now out of the question, to avoid
thgy shauld try to negotiate surrender terms. An
\ r Pearse met Bngadier -General Lowe ; in
u_rg,-ender in t.he followmg terms:-

memb&aﬁg of the Provtqimnal Government present at
have agreed to an unconditional surrender, and the Commandants
m&- : éigtziws in the City and Country will order their commands to




se ﬂ:gum of the number who took part in
, however, men, women and boys
F—’Qurteeh of the leaders, including the geven
i(’;'»nvernment were cou.rt martialled and
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