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As the sun rose on the morning of May 3rd, 1916, three men were led out
to die in Kilmainham Jail, This was their last sight of the free world,
for which in a few moments they waould crumple onto the ground.

The three were Pearse, MacDonagh and Clarke. The inexorable sun rose
on the following morning for Plunkett, Willie Pearse, Daly and O'Hanrahan.
John MacBride looked an his last light on May 5th, and then here, on
ent, Michael Mallin, Con Colbert and Sean Heuston

May Bth, Eamonn K
walked to death through those echoing walls and bitter ringing iron stairs.

Then, on May 12th, for Sean MacDermott and James Connolly, the rifles
crashed once more. In Cork, in unique loneliness, Thomas Kent was

executed on May 9th.

Look upon those awful bars of steel, strangling the light of the sun,

and |isten to the unknown prisoner . .
w“Sunbeam on a prison wall
you are like a great light hand,
grasping in the darkness of destiny."”

And then the voice of MacDonagh:
«But they chose for a leader a stern sure man

That looked not back on the waste of story:
For his country he fought in the battle’s van,
And he won her peace and he won her glory.”




PATRICK H. PEARSE

President  Provisional Covernmant
Commander-in-Chief Army of lrish
Republic. Born Dublin 1879, of Ca

d English father, Went
nd Row

and graduated
ol University

Poet, writer
playwright in  Irish and

Founded St. Enda's Scheal, bays, and

St ey, girls, Fiest at

House, later Rathfarnham, [oine
America, 1913, Executed by firing
tquad, Kilmainham, May 3, 1916

EAMONN CEANNT

C ' of 4th Batrali
South Dublin Union, Easter aek,
Ballymoe, Co. Clh'iiy,..[ﬁl&v' over
Body 'Caelic League. Keconly intares
i nal ok Plaved S0
the pipes betora Pope Pius X on Rome
pilgrimage, 1908, With Pearse and
Plunkett comprised original Military
Council which planned Rising.

Had lived Dublin from age of ten,
Shot Kilmainham, May 8, 1916
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SEAN HEUSTON
Youngest Commander in the Rising:
took over the Mendicity Institute on
Easter Monday in charge of one of

JAMES CONNOLLY

Commander for Dublin in the Rising.
0.C. Citizen Army, twice wounded
G.P.O. Born Monaghsn 1870, Worked
Edinburgh at eleven. Married and
returned lreland  to found  Socialist
paper. " The ‘Workers' Republic.”
America 1903-1910 where he  ran
“The Harp,"

Marehed out  with Pearse
Liberty Hall, Esster Monday.
on stretcher to Dublin Castle

from
Carried
caurt

martialled there and shot in wheal chair,
Kilmainham, May 12, 1916,

JOSEPH MARY PLUMKETT

1915 i military  operations
1916, and prepared plan of Rising

Chranic ill-health but although after
operation fought in C.P.O, Easter Week,
Married to Grace Gitford in Kilmainham
while awaiting firing 1quad—an May 4,
19185,

THE O'RAHILLY

Originally chosen ta approach Eain
MacMeill xzuur formation of Voluhtoers.
He was elected treasurer. Orgonized
holesale | i of armi and

Commandant Edward Daly's
of 1st Battalion, Like Con Calbert, his
close friend, who was shot on the same
morning, he was one of Madame
Markievicz's Fianna boys. Lieutenant
in Mational Boy Scouts and was at the
Howth gun running. 2

The tall, yeung man of the brilliant
sehalarly mind faced firing squad May
B. 1916,

ROGER CASEMENT

Born, son of Ulster Protestants,
Sandycove, Dublin, 1864. Knighted for
work in  British Consular Service.
Purchased arms  in  Germany lor
Volunteers and landed from GCerman
submarine on Banna Strand, Gond
Friday, 1916, but the Aud which arrived
simultaneously w;‘rh rh;I arms  was

red by British warships.
“p;:l'ellld,near Banna Strand, triad on
treason charge, London, and executed

August 3, 1916

dxplosives and was on the quay ab
Howth to meet the Asgard with cargo
of ritles.

He reached the G.P.O. after the main
garrison had got there and foughy all
through Easter Week. Volunteered to
lead tirst party from burning building
But was shot dead at top of Moore
Street, April 28,

CATHAL ERUCHA
Secand-in-Command South Dublin

Severely wounded and
Keen Gaelie L«zagluc
d G.A.A. enthusiast, Born Dublin
1374: Belvodere  Collego.  Acting
Fnidunr. Irish Republic, 1919, while

Union, 1916,
remained lame.

r. de Valora was in prison. Minister

il Eireann.
o ere 1D, for Waterford, 1918,
ell martally wounded holding rovolver
n each hand emerging from blazing
ammond Hotal, O'Conncll Street,
July, 1922,

THOMaAs |. CLARKE

Eldest gnyg tirst of the signataries
Born 1sle of Wighe. of Leitrim father,
Tipperary mothey. 1857. Proved Fonian
and Treasurey Supreme Council, ILR.B. .
meombar Military Couneil and Provisional
Governmeny Boyhood  South  Africa
and in Dungannon. Went bo America
in his garly 20y

London 1883 waged dynamiting
campdign  piklic  buildings: life
IMpritonmang Back 1907, G.P.O
Easter W, Shot at  dawn

nek
Kilmalnham, May 3, 1916

EDWARD DALY

andant of the st Battalion
Week, 1916,
i

n

waora the scenes of some of the toughest
battles of the Rising. Capture  and
burming of Linenhall Street Bareacks
wat brilliantly carried out wnder his
direction,

Shot at dawn May 4 aftar 3 farewell
virlt from his sitter, Mrs. Tom Clarke,
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WILLIE PEARSE

Younger brother of Patrick H. Pearse,
They went to sthool together and all
theough their bayhood and  young
manhood were deeply devated to one
anothar.

He marched out with him from
Liberty Hall on Ester Manday and was
by his side, as hi personal aide, all
through the C.P.0, fighting. Ho was

SEAN McDERMOTT

Secretary of Suprame Council, ILR.B, ;
member  of itary 'Council and
Provisional Government. Born Leitrim
1886, Gardener and tram eonductar,
Clasgow. Back ta_Belfast, then Dublin,
close  friend of Tom Clarke, cxpert
organiser and most popular personality,

Manager of * Irigh Freedom " and
Caelic  Loague and G.AA. enthusiast
Spent part of his youth in America,
Delicate  health and lame. Was in
C.P.0. Easter Week, Shot Kilmainham,
May 12, 1916

Connclly as Chiet of Staff, Trish Citizen
Army.  Helped to prepare  plan to
debend Dublin and it was he suggested
the G.P.Q. ax H.Q. rather than Bank
ob lreland

Commander in 5t
Eatter Week.
B. 1916

Stephen's Green,
Shot Kilmainham, May

JOHN MacBRIDE

Commanded Irish Brigade with rank
of Major against British in Seuth African
‘War, Fought in Jacobs Factory Easter
Weak, 1916, as Thomas MacDonagh's
1t Peaml nil ifing
campaign earlier. Married the brautiful
and talented Maud Gonne: father of
Mr. Scan MacBride.

‘Was especially a marked man by the
British  fall % his South  Alrican

courtmartialled and shot ar Kil
May 4, 1916, after a tarowell visit from
his mather

- = - JA
CONSTANCE MARKIEVICZ

dall
Constance Gare Bosth: born it

Palish Count.
Bebuitul alom.” foupdsd_ Tl

tal Faun
Eireann, helped gennolly 1913 Jock-out.

Fought in unifarn, Callege of SurEesns,
Easter  Waeek, need to  death.
e:lmnuud.l Fi “'::mn elected to
Parliament, 19]g

3 il

Minister fay  pabour first D2
N until her
besareieming R o

inting and dramg: sister of poet. Eva
’.Gﬂfi Booth, s B

record,  Shot at  dawn, Kilmainham,
May 5. 1916,

THOMAS MacDONAGH

Blnm Claughjordan, Tipperary, 1878
pupil Rockwell College and followed
Parents into feaching profession. Poet,
critic, co-founder Irish Theatre and
co-editor Irish Roview. Met Paarse an
Aran lslands where bath learning Irish,
taught 5t Enda's. Afper M.A. became
leeturer, U.C.D,

Director of Training in Voluntesrs in
1916, In charge Jacobs factary Esstor
Waeok. Shot at dawn, Kilmainham.

May 3. 1916,

EAMON DE VALERA
ammandant  of 3rd  Battalion,
d's Mill, 1916, Born New ’

a halk: CRS. Charley Elackrock
College and Royal Univers
of mathematics. President Sinn Fein,
1917 President Irish Republic during
War ot Independence. Founded Fianna
Fail 1926, Head of  Government
1932-48, 1951-54, 1957-59; Presidont
of lreland sinca.
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MICHAEL O'HANRAHAN
Was Quartermaster with Thomas
MacDonagh's garrisan, Jacobs factory,

Eastor  Week.  Brilliant  intellectual,
wrote Iwaly, mos ionalist
periodicals,  Prominent in Volunteor

movemant from start, he was one of the
most trusted men in the organisation.

Best known novel, * A Swordsman of
the Brigade.” to  which Thomas
MacDanagh gave an anth review,
He was shot at Kilmainham on May 4,
1916

LIAM MELLOWS

Tourcd Iroland on bicycls

Fianna and Veluntéers,
under expultion order, but returned
secretly and commanded Yeluntoers in
West in 1916, Operated Oranmaore-
Marea-Clarenbridge area, Easter Waek.
Helped arganise Mr. de Valera's
Amarican tour, 1919-20. Later T.D,
for Meath and Directar of Purch

THOMAS ASHE
c ded the Val in five-
Left lreland  hour battle with armed constabula
at Ashbourne, Easter W #

and courtmartialled on May 8 and was

to be shot, with Mr, de Valera, at

Kilmainham on May 9, but had sentence,

commuted. Interncd  England 1916,

Re-arrested August, 19':_}. and later in

Meuntjey atter demand tor pqﬁﬁulu
Foe 4

for LR.A. until surrender of Four
Courts. Shot in Mountjoy, December
8. 1922,

bedding and boots, Ny
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Eamon de Yalera with courtmartial escort.
w He paved the way; his character, his life,
have been the bridge that led to our time."”
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“ By day this sunlit citadel of death
Flashes the arrogance of your bayonets,
Sharp biting gleams that sear our pride like teeth
Of the old dragonish sowing that begets
Even today 2s dangerous 2 birth
As ever bristled up from ancient earth.!

(Right) **And still their hearts shall guard the sod

That holds their father's funeral urn,

Still shall their hearts velcanic burn

With anger of the som of God.™
Joseph Mary Plunkett wrote these lines. The picture is of
his brothers Jack (left) ;nd.m..-db-mm-m-m4g§

With bearing more military than that of his
guard . . . Major John MacBride was marched
to Kilmainham, and death

“We have < or trun
have no drums of trumpets! Naught have we, but some green branches taken from a tree, and

flowers that grow at large in mead and vale!™

The British Prime Minister, Asquith, whe ted [

as the great body of the insurgents is cone i

saying in public that they conducted themss!
Ives with great
they fought very bravely and did not resort ¢ - was Kent, hatl )
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“No man shall deck their resting-place with flowers ; Behind a

prison wall they stood to die,
n dreams of Ireland lie,”

Yet in those flowerless tragic graves of ours;Buried, the broke

haking tree shouted loud and jubilantly—

“The storm thrush on the 3
A month, and April will unfold her flag of green and white and gold.

at pleasure, shall go forth and conquer a crown

1 One man with a dream, /
And three with a new song’s measure can trample a kingdom down.
n



