tion Bureau

to 9, Br Cnoc Sion, Dromchonnrach, Baile Atha Cliath 9, Eire

Dublin September, 1963.

THE FRENCH STATE CIAIMS ALL THE RIGHTS
ths Dr. Etienne has been deprived of family allowances for his two
use he 18 teaching them in Breton at home.
£ the correspondence between Dr. Etienne and the French Educational
od here reveal the peculiar conception of humen rights prevailing

-----------
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903, Dr. Etienne wrote to the Recteur of the Rennes Academie and drew
on the victimization to which he was subjected. In contradiction to
spector in Kemper, he denied that it was obvious from the regulations
ing must be in French for an effective controle of the education by
spectore to be possible.

[=4), Mr Le Moal quoted from a number of regulaltion concerning the
on given at home and referred to eventual sanctions if they were

wrote back to him on April 23: "After carefully reading your letter,
, that I don't see what bearing the quotations have on the case which
"  He explained it again, pointed out that all the conditions

- were fulfilled and that the school certificates were being

ugse the teaching of the children was given through the medium of
tienne added, "that I should have to defend an elepentary right
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did not reply. Dr. Etienne then wrote to the Minister of
- case as well as the arguments used by the Educational
for a reconsideration of the Inspector's decision.
rguments, he said:
‘that the refusal to give school certificates to children who
- on the regulétions quoted. And I submit that 1%
and realism to argue that in a region where the
ducatio suthorities are not capable of controling
3_country."

lved the visit of the Deputy-Inspector |
int himself with "the frame of mind and
ant is a former Principal of the
ot unknown to the Breton political
to the magazine AN EOST devoted to



{mination in the field of Education
't General UNESCO Conference

the French gowrment and published in the Journal
_and Tth, 1961, based on this convention. It even
cting parties undertook to cancel all administrative
2t an end to all administrative practices which would
: 4in the fileld of education..
. So long as they have not been cancelled,
‘are void. French law prescribes that school

h from the very first school year. The
on thus perfectly lawful.
ar only people to find such a law natural. The others
& cr internationally defined under the name of genocide.
that genocide has been lawfully practised in Brittany for many
'no reason why we should practise it on our own children.
g which we give to our children is in all respects

the UNESCO principles, and we keep ourselves informed of
‘done in the countries which apply these principles.
to teach French to your children?

: We conform to the school practices of the more prog-
But if we teach our children other languages than
je, 1t is for their own sake, not because of the
tions of a State.
ou on that ground -- that would open the door to all
Brittany belongs to France, it is natural that

ﬁhnz were confirmed in a letter sent on July 30 from
t of Education in Paris to Dr Etienne. It stresses that
e parents to teach the elements of French in the first school
1 importance for the formation of the child's mind."
teaching 1s given at home, the family must carry out the
>ree from 1887 specifies that French only can be used in
er daes not mean to say that the study of regional
5t The 1951 law guarantees thet (!) But Breton
particularly at an age when the child acquires
(B,N. note: even if Breton is his mother
had learned up to the age of 5 through
g in 1961 to respact "the" minority




