ation Bureau

b LINTON, Fassaroe Lane, Fassaroe, BRAY, Co. Wicklow
Dublin 15th April 1963.

S FAMILY FOR TEACHING BRETON TO TEEIR CHILDREN,

I are living in the emall country town of Chateaulin, in

part of Brittany, Dr. ETIENNE is an M.D, and Mrs, ETIENNE
l@eldsmg after thelr filve children. The eldest is 7 years old, the
‘months, They have a maid who lives with them,

1s the only language used in the home, and the children camnot at the

. any other language. The mald is alpo a Breton-speaker. And we

: Breton 1s the language of the country around.

&':‘.ﬂ’aat children are of school-age. There are quite a number of

aulin, These are either state-schools, or Catholic schools controlled
er an agreement with the state. In none of these schools is Breton
one Breton word pronounced from one end of the year to the other. That
n why Dr. and Mrs. ETIENNE decided to glve tultion to thelr children at

h law authorises the teaching of children at home, provided the tultilon
trol by the Bducation Authorities. Education, 1t must be stressed, is
state-service and teachers are civil-servants.

Jue education there, and no problem at all arose. In September 1962,
lughter, reached school-age and she also was educated at homs.
tion visited them, gave favourable reports andfirnished them
tificates testifying that their education was up to standard. He
“in his opinion the children were well above the average.

38 are not paid for children of school-age if these children do

80, in order to get their allowances, parents have to produce

In the case of children educated at home, school-certificates

16 Education-Authority must be produced every month (114 Ss,

.owances are paild by a special service called Caisse d'A]_'Loca.tions
2 state-institutlon - out of funds provided both by employers

owances form a not unimportant part of families' incomes.

of fiv'_j ildren, whose mother works at home , they amount

- ‘good/ m than the minimum wage rate called SMIG which

ayment of family allowances to the family of Dr. mmm

% all has been made since, not even for the 3 children who

for the mother who, earning no wages, is entitled to a

‘were stopped because the Education Inspector for the

s Behqnl—certificata and will refuse it ag long

; Here is the tra.nsla.tion of the letter which
' in Quimper. (A photo-copy of the



on policy aiming et
Open defiance .of the Universal

ton language except by recourse to the most

en tried.

of the municipalities of the Breton-speaking
hour a week of Bretsn, Nothing was done until
i, Breton was taught in schools by those teachers

démocratically-expresseﬁ Breton will was withdrawn

,, R. PLEVEN, was Prime-Minister in France, a lew was passed
 again 1 hr, /week of PBreton and other "regional" langusges

ion saw to 1% during the following 10 years, that this sin
yrqperly purged. Today only a few unrewarded really dedi-
) voluntary children, while the others are out playing,
n efit can be obtained for examinations.
had been opened at Plouezeg. It was a Catholic
y the State. Tts director managed to give 7-8 hrs.

trol of 'bhe curriculum to the former. The Plouezeg
duced to 1 br./week of Breton, like the others if
r_m‘_l;_ liberty.
was made to get a new law for the teaching of
wasg carafully prepared by concerted action of
; rything pointad that the French Assembly

Calvez opaneﬂ the
her locphols » a.nd




