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(policy statement), 1986
ined with membership subscr

>er annum)
.M mn. Wyre, Orkney

t, founded in 1977, initially to solve the
ems, but by 1980 evolving teo !Im:tmh in its
Shetland Parliament. It first won seats on the Islands
~in 1982 and contested the parliamentary seat in
tion with the Orkney Movement in 1987,

!‘s&h rman: Cllr John Graham
Publications: ' SHETLAND MOVEMENT' (policy statement), 1980

NEWSLETTER (combined with membership subscription,
£31 per annum)

Address: 10 Reform Lane, Lerwick, Shetland

egionalists, founded in 1974 when Alexander Thynn,
Weymouth contested Westbury as a Wessex Regionalist
e. The party was formally constituted in 1980. Wessex
list candidates have contested eighteen parliamentary and
European seats since 1974, The party seeks to establish a
tqgiml legislature or 'Witan' to control domestic affairs.

?miﬂm\'—t-:: Colin Bex
‘Secretary-General: John Banks
‘Publication: 'THE STATUTE OF WESSEX', 1982, £1

wnn' 42 Rectory Lane, Bracknell, Berkshire, Wessex

m\pzmn tatives of the above organisations were
'_!nnwuaa text - the Declaration of Oxford - in

%
‘J& ‘the signatories of this Declaration,
L for autonomy, declare that we are

rt for the :iqht to a_
iities and nations within :
tralism of the Westminster gﬁw&mtqt
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TWELFTH REGIONALIST SEMINAR

t the Secular Hall, Leicester on 14 October
j report has been received from MEME,

ings began with a round-up of news from those regions
represented. The view from Northern England was not
i ~ No new initiatives had been brought forward to
p the 'Council of the North' meeting at York (see 'The
st', No 12). Inspiration was now required. =

s from Wessex was more welcome. Whilst the increased

. equired had prevented candidates from standimg in
\inster elections, three European seats had been contested by
: members of the Wessex Regionalists acting on their own
iative. ;

le England had completed its first year of operations, which
included recruiting a scattering of support members who were kept
informed by means of guarterly newsletters. A leaflet settimg out
the Movement's aims, together with a pamphlet, had been
published. A docr-to-door canvas had been carried out in Groby, a
willage outside Leicester.

‘The seminar concerned itself with the next steps forward. The
uestion of elections produced varying attitudes. The publicity
%;:t r from fighting elections had to be set against the view
that jional groups compromised their position by pmtting
forward ndidates for election to the central legislature. 3
‘majority wview was that progress would be slow and that change
1d ultimately come about through one of the major parties :
enly as a result of external pressure from regiomalist
organisations and from Europe. It was suggested that commomn g
could be made in many cases with the Green Party, which was n
. decentralist. Some approaches had in fact been made
Greens - who simply did not want to talk.

fo conclude, publicity and the projection of ideals were
themes which found most support at the seminar. Th
‘movement has ideas which should be adva: ced to a
speaking with pride but without arrogance. We are not humb
honest people whose strength is in thinkin
irrationally - and in having vision and dre
translated into today's terms. This is th
m:m and propagate wherever it 1
from the roots upward: slow growth but










followed the mlutma debate of the late 70s will
e slogan that "Shetlanders will have no truck with a

ly".  The undoubted hostility to  Scottish
Orkney and Shetland at this time was eventuall
‘both island groups voted against the Scnttiaz
1979 aeﬁm\m Indeed a massive 73% of all
voted in the Referendum rejected the proposal to
m a Scottish Assembly (the largest 'No' wote in

And yet at the same time there was a growing awaremess of the
tial economic benefits which political autonomy could bring
t&w islands. More and more people were arguimg that the
lﬁ@%ﬂﬂs should have more say in running local affairs.
ately, the case for island autonomy became wery closely
i ~ with the anti-devolution campaign. To hawe advocated
constitutional change for Orknqy and Shetland while, at the same
t:&pq, ; sing the princi .Sle of Scottish devolution, was and is
qu 1logical and contradictory. Nevertheless, it appeared that
the te dtical objectives of island autonomy amd  Scottish
[ "q_';_l_i ion were mutually exclusive.

This curious and confusing state of affairs was a principal

cal st which led to the formation of the Shetland ‘Movement in

4 1373 the Orkney Movement a year later. The Orkney and

Shetland Movements (0SM) agreed that their objectiwe of i.sland.

autonomy was part of the salf-same process of const ituti

1 e which would eventually result in the establishment
Parliament, t for Scottish d Wﬂmﬁiw

The OSM suppor
with their principal aim of island au
is having a much more positive and
w to the eormblhutimml debate over the last Few y

M a result the Islands Councils from Shetland, m-m
estern ' Isles, ' together with the two Isiand W
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THOUGHTS OF A COMMON MAN

by Chris Dawe,
a ceorl ov Wesseaxe

History as a Weapon

It was with suprise and delight that I received an invitation

to attend the Proclamation of Ecgbert's Stone, and I congratulate »

Colin Bex and the Wessex Regionalists on their initiative. Two

points, not intended as criticism, merely as an observation: it grea

is a shame somecne didn't plant the flag of Wesseaxe next to the ""“1‘:“.‘?. the
stone - indeed, Mr Bex could have dressed up as AElfred the Great “’:“ ol get. ne
-~ and someone ought to have made a replica gonfalaen. r the

A lesson that the Welsh and Cornish have learnt — and which the
Test of us need to - is that the images of history can stir the
emotions, especially those of oppression or betrayal.

The Tolpuddle martyrs were not only downtrodden labourers
oppressed by capitalist land owners, they were West-Saxon heroes
who were being starved by vorrayn, that is, non-West-Saxon land
‘owners. The bad years in Wesseaxe lasted nearly forty years,
during which time only those involved in the bread riots (or so-
called 'swing riots'] and the Tolpuddle martyrs stood out. The 63
bread rioters who were hanged, and the further 206 who were
transported were the real martyrs, together with the many others
who were charged with other offences and lost their jobs,
eventually dying through lack of parish relief because they were
black-listed. This is recent history and "it hurts like hell",

2ll the regions of the United Kingdom have tales to tell, from
the Rebecca riots, the Peterloo massacre and the Jarrow march, to
the Cornish tin-miners' strike and the Scottish land clearances.
HRiots, marches and protests about starvation, rents and political
freedom: injustice haunts the pages of the last two hundred years
of history and put into a regional context it can re-awaken a
spirit which has been nearly down-trodden out of existence. Don't
ignore it, let us use it as the socialist movements have.

ignores
Saxon lang

The Importance of Dialect

Language 1s not only the tool of communication; it is the
marker of regional identity. The regional dialects were, until
the centralization of education, living langua_ges. The word
'dialect' comes to us from the Greek ‘dialectos', which mﬂ!'
speech, and that is precisely what regional dia.lect. is or 1
the spoken language of the people. Tt is a mistake to assume th_
dialect was purely the language of the common people;
Johnsonian English and its adoption by the great Public &ch
it was also the language of the gentry. :

Preserving and maintaining regional dialect,
its use where possible, <can serve the :uqiomllu-h we
will help to promote regional identity. Co
Soclety have doue much to pr.csexva
int t and r into ex dialect has incs
years t]m;:e 1,3 5ti11 a L;mg w&x tq go. F :
course, 1 :
for wk«m:e,
Hampshire, 2 £ rse
Sturmster-Newtn for sturnmm el
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REVIENS

*The Violent Kingdom', by Roy Anderson, 1971, reprint published
hb’lﬂt Publishing, Cliffside, Rothbury, Northumberland, 1989
s Violent Kingdom' traces the history of the kingdom of

Northumbria from the English Settlement to the Norman t
and its aftermath. Comige

The very idea ?! wviolence sits uneasily beside the conventional
picture of the 'Golden Age of Northumbria', a period more usually
represented by the artistic and literary products of Lindisfarne,
Monkwearmouth and Jarrow. The violence of the title is, indeed,
more often than not, imposed from without by Mercian, Bane and
Norman but an understanding of its ever-present threat only makes
the cultural achievements of the Golden Age all the more
remarkable. A few kings did die at peace with the world but it
most succumbed to the occupatlonal hazards of the time.

i 'T™his gory record does give a different picture of life in
Worthumbria but it {s probably as partial as the first. The
Northumbrian peasant might get to know inter-regional warfare at
first hand if one or more of the contending armies passed through
his village and his priest may haye had tales to tell of the
great monasteries of the day but getting the crops in was likely
to be the main thing on his mind. Nevertheless, for better or for
worse it is kings and saints who fill the pages of story-bagk
history and Roy Anderson succeeds admirably in bringing to life
‘the characters of Northumbria's heroes.

What I learned of the Synod of Whitby (664) was that it was a
debate on religious issues. Roy Anderson's pages draw out the
conclusion that it was more a matter of geopolitics. The Celtic
Church had a strong hold on Northumbria, linking it to the Gaelic
north and west rather than the Latinised south of England. The
‘putcome of the Synod was among the first triumphs of Lowland Zone
continental culture over Highland fonme insular culture. It began
the identification of the North's interests with those of the
South in the entity we know as ‘England’.

rom a regionalist perspective, the Norman Conguest and itsa
aftermath appear as the most facinating chapters in Northumbri
history. 1‘:: Normans were the first to mount a challenge to
power of the northern earls to rule without reference to
pursly nominal royal authority. 'The Violent Kingdom' tells ho
the g's writ was made to runm in Northumberland and how Durham

palatine status only through vesting it dn a n
y institution, the office of Prince-Bishop, subject to
i{ntment and thereby open to royal influenca. '

-maryprreit

to the
(1969). Senior

"'Regionalism' in

salem, ©
essentially
standing
crack Eng]



The political power of m

that have today.
o { governed our towns

wards
m ‘and Craft Companies tha
the twelf mtmmwipdmtutlnnguutm Of Wu
there was a good case for reform but this promiscucus sweeping
.«Hmuu centralism run riot; and we have been suffering ever

sin

1& wasn't all bad. Back in 1883, on the ist of March,
William Morris gave a ?:ophctl.c lecture called 'How Shall We un.
Then?' 1ie, after ‘'the revolution'. He repeated it on four
subsequent occasions but it was not published until 19?1. in
Amsterdam, by 'The International Review of Social History'. He
said, inter alia:

"rories themselves, driven on I belleve by a blind fate,
have given us in the County Councils the germs of
. revolutionary local opposition to centralised reaction.*®

He was referring to the County Councils Act of 1888. What
wrong with the extraordinary cpportutu.r,us presented by that Ac ?
We could use a good PhD thesis on that subject. My own tentative
view is that Sidney Webb was the great destroyer. He, following
mt:hu, is the co-author of modern centralism and managerialism
- a one-man disaster area who with his one-woman disaster pn:l:nﬂr

their days writing open ideological cheg for Ji
su:l.in. It is a sickening story. It also helps to account for the
present character of the Labour Party, whose constitution he
wrote in 1918.

Our political correspondents have been programmed to believe
that the world begins and ends in the Lobby of Westminster. One
day when Middle England, the North, the West and all the rest
give them a thorough shaking they might just wake up and see that
England is not just what goes on in r.nndnn and the South East.
Roll on that day!

Peter Cadogan

[Editor's note: The regionalist movement has generally rejected
city-regions as a suitable basis on which to define political
authorities because the resulting areas do not correspond
the more stable and culturally more significant t-m-itqﬂa :
represented by small nations, historic regions . :
traditional communities. We shall be publishing a criti
the application of city-regionalism in practice in
. Meanwhile, it is mtwnrthylthmi th.gz:tmsue:g ] :

government counties which are most clearly  city-

regions - Avon and Humberside - are by far the most nnwpaiuns
of the areas created by the 1972 Local Government Act.)

OBITUARY

Britaln is kn
Conversely, Brittany
streat Littl
name from a pa
on  that tlwl;l A
thera arose - }
the name of a proposed insul




It does not appear to have been an aggressive invasion. The
Gauls in Brittany were closely related in language and culture to
the new arrivals, and contacts across the Channel had previously
been close and friendly. The British settlers came mainly from
Cornwall and Devon but also from Wales and some settlers came
from Ireland. As in Wales and Cornwall, many Breton settlements
are named after Celtic saints. It is no exaggeratiom to call
_:-Etmf a Cornish colony. One province on the south coast is
in

IT of Norn

named Breton Kernev and in French Cornouaille, proof of its i

links with what in Cornish is Kernow and in English, Cornwall. the f

The legends of King Arthur and of Tristan and Iseult provide ont. i through

another link between the old country and the new. R Congueror,  but
The Frankish kingdom, Teutonic successor to Roman Gaul, posed " occasional help

no serious threat to Brittany under the Merovingian dymasty (the I Bretons

alled 'do-nothing' kings). In 750 a more vigoroms dynasty, England and :
‘the Carolingians, seized power and from this time until the final Formed a third :f i1
loss of its independence the history of Brittany is that of a Lhe Radi % a? ey
serles of attempts to reach an accommodation with powerful th‘a ek i E
neighbours to the east. Laxdphipifati i :
commonly known 53_ Richmoi

. - e married into the al family
Bretons & Carolingians of Brittany was generally ﬁm
Red's brother Brian to. h

The line of Breton kings and dukes begins with Nomino& in the 9th
century. There had been shadowy and legendary kings before that,
who are menticned in Welsh chronicles, but the extent of their
authority is uncertain. The Carolingians carried out at least
eight expeditions (753 to 825) to seek to bring Brittany under
Frankish rule. Faced with perpetual unrest in the areas beyond
the marches, Louis I preferred to entrust a Bretom mobleman,
Nominog, with the task of representing him in Brittany and
keeping order there. In B45 Nomincé threw off Frankish suzerainty L
and at the Battle of Ballon, near Redon, inflicted a crushing
defeat on Louis' successor, Charles the Bald, foreing him to
rec ise the independ of Brittany. The Anglo-Saxeom Chronicle
records pointedly in the annal for 884 "The same year Charles
[the Fat] succeeded... to all the western kingdom... wmven as his
great-grandfather had had it, except for Brittany". "
Nomino& added Nantes and Rennes to his kingdom, thus giving A
Brittany its historic shape and its mixture of «Celtic and
Frankish territory. Nantes and Rennes would have spoken a Celtic
language in Gallo-Roman times but they have mever been
predominantly Breton-speaking. :
Nomino&'s successors Erispoé (851-857) and Salomom the Great
(B57-874) consolidated the Breton state. During Salesmon's i.‘_atgﬁ
the kingdom reached its zenith, embracing both Anjom and )
Cotentin peninsula. However, his work was soon to be underm
by internal feuds and a failure to maintain the | ngdiom‘s n
defences against a terrifying new threat to its independence.

where a ic er w
families moved on to Scotland.
Great Steward to the King

H

Breteons & Normans

In 911, after 35 years of warfare,
the province surrounding the mouth of
adventurer Holf. Thus was founded P :
became Brittany's nelghbour ‘to the nerth
intensified as attempts were made to f

the Loire and Brittany's leaders fl
937  Alan Barvak (Crook-beard) over
liberated Nantes, establishing it as hi
952 the Breton state disintegrated into




Following Arthur's death Brittany was successfully claimed by the
!m W s daughter lwr third marriage. Duke Jean
§ m:&:amm uumdm.angm. Earl of 5 M
w:@ma £ Scotland in 1305. On the death of Jean III (Jean the o
in 1341 the ducal succession was disputed between Charles
'Ofﬁlai‘l and Jean of Montfort in the 'War of the Two Jeannes', so ]
; i because the wives of both contenders bore that name.
/ . Hundred Years War had begun in 1337. England and France,
the super-powers of the day, locked in their own war of
successi took sides in the Breton controversy, England backi
Montfort m France backing Bleis. Jean of Montfort died in 1322
but his son defeated and killed Charles of Blois at the Battle of
Auray in 1364 and was recognised by all parties as Duke Jean IV.
Jean IV's successors tried to secure Brittany' s neutrality in
the Hundred Years War, conscious of the duc:hy 5 Intermeadiate
Wupm.a position. Even so, it was Jean's second son, tha
Constable de Richemont', who commanded the French royal army
which finally defeated the English forces. He became Duke briefly
as Arthur IIT but continued his predecessors' policy of resisting
French claime %o suzerainty over Brittany.

‘The Duchess Anne

‘Descendants of Jean IV continued to rule in Brittany throughout
the 15th century, increasingly engaged in a war of intrigue with :
‘the French Crown. By now the Pays Gallo around Rennes, then as ‘i
now Prench-speaking, was heavily influenced by French and even
1talian fashion rather than by the Celtic customs of Breton-
speaking Lower Brittany to the west. The Duchy, like Wales and
the Basque country, wa.s progressively deserted by its higher
aristocracy. The country's prosperity was not sufficiently based
on its own production to sustain the burden of defending its
ence. When Burgundy was annexed to the French Crown in
-i srij:tany lest its last ally within the French realm. Duke
!'rzmqol II had no male heir and the future of Brittany hinged on 1
the choice of a husband for his daughter Anne. In 1488 the t:l.u:?‘ o
army supported by English and German troops sent respec ¥ ;
by Eq:ry Vggotuho had sﬁnt 14 years in exile in Brittany) and by
lian of Austria - was defeated hy a French _u-ny ai_-_._
St Aubin-du-Cormier. i it
Le Verger undar w!u.ch i
marriage without
later and Anne |
The




ehut.‘u.!.‘y the harbour facilities of Antwerp were used by more

merchant ships registered in Penmarc'h than in any other port of
Europe. Penmarc'h’ today is a deserted town and fishing village.

~ Many Bretons have distinguished themselves as seafarers and
Brittany long provided the French navy with the greater part of
its crews - as well as providing a high proportion of France's
pi,rat.es; Jacques Cartier (1491-1557) founded French Canada and 1
the city of Montreal but tradition asserts that Breton fishermen
had reached Newfoundland well before Columbus set sail in 1492,
The pnu;uin is sald to take its name from the Breton pen gwenn, the French fm:ms.
'white head', first applied by Breton sailors to the great auks royalists. An p
then still t.a be seen in northern waters. role of the

Brittany under the Bourbons

Effects of the Revolution
During the Wars of Religion, Brittany was the scene of much

fighting against the Huguenots, and some areas were occupied by Long after its anne'xat’d"\ |
Spanish garrisons sent to assist the Catholic League and -the went outwards by sea rather
Governor, Philippe of Lorraine, Duke of Merceeur, who nursed of the 1Bth century Nantes was |
separatist ambitions. History was once more made in Brittany in fleet of 2,500 ships and bar
1598 when Henri IV signed the Edict of Nantes granting religious 19th, France was at_
freedom to the Huguenots. This made Protestantism legal in France Great Britain, a
until the Edict was revoked by Louis XIV in 1685, were ruined by the nav

Under the Bourbons, particularly Buring Colbert's administra- The real regres
tion under Louis XIV, there were continual French attempts to development began in ¢
‘circumvent the Treaty of Union. The revolt of the 'Red Bonnets' ruined, its merchan
in 1675 was provoked by the unilateral imposition of stamp duties uncompetitive and

ity taxes which hit the working class especially hard. and by the m of the ¢
The revolt was ruthlessly suppressed. An attempt to restore L

Breton independence in 1720 was similarly crushed. In 1788 the
Breton high court, the Parlement, issued a declaration denouncing
French centralism. One of the signatories was Lafayette, a
descendant of the Counts of Corncuaille, who won fame in the
American War of Independence.

Brittany in the Revolution

When the Constituent Assembly met in 1783 the main grievance
aired by the Breton delegates was that their Treaty of Uniom with
France had not been respected. Far from redressing their
grievances the revolutionaries requested the Breton delegates to
sacrifice their regional rights in the proposed new constitution.
The Bretons replied that they had no mandate to do this without
consultation. This was refused and Brittany's institutions - the
Estates and the Parlement - were abolished unilaterally. Breton
supporters of the Revolution were appalled. daﬁ!‘-g

The

Patricia Elton Mayo comments: "Bﬂf-ti“)f s worst troubl
from this example of imposed authoritarian legislati
Revolution, in abolishing collective as opposed ;
liberties - corporations, universities, provincia
left the i.ndividnal alone and defenceless vis-A
In Montesquieu's view it was anclen rég
‘intermediate powers' which distinguished absolute mon
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maliste Bretonne was founded to promote

pr for the decentralisation of
s. In 1911 it was followed by uu
de Bretagne, which had similar aims
conservative in outlook. Also in 1811 th-x-
st issue of a periodical called 'Breiz Dishumal'
iny'), pub LMbyamn group of the same name,

ndependence or Home Rule for Brittany. This can
considered the first truly 'independantiste’ party.

‘Emsav' 1is now given to three distinct phases, The
ended with the First World War, during which one in
Breton soldiers who went to the front were killed.
the rest of Prance was one in eight. The Second
with demobilisation and ended with France's vcoi:.ncc
Second World War. The Third Emsav, beginning the

itinues today.
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In 1918 a f three young militants took up the battle where
1Breiz Dis 1 :aa.a left off. They launched a new publication,
'Breiz Atao' ('Brittany Forever'), which among its

Llevements invented the modern Breton flag. 'Breiz M:ao led in

to the formation of a new political party Parti
mwm m The PNB developed links with o&hﬂr national
gu«l for a federal Europe based on greater

M !m: minorities under its aegis.

During the 1930s various splinter groups arose from the PNB,
‘such as the para-military group Gwenn ha Du (' mtc and Black' -
the colours of the Breton flag). The of ha
Dy Célestin Lainé-Kerjean, who adopted the But.on name Neven
Henaff, advocated an armed struggle for independence and also
m with thp previously Catholic bias of Breton nationalism by

ing to druidism. Gwenn ha Du's most spectacular
-miwl was l:hl blowing up, on the nith: of the 400th annivmm
ot ‘the Treaty of Union, of the nt at R cted in 1911
to commemorate the French annexation.
ar in 1938 the French government suppressed 'Breiz Atao" and
eaders of I:ho PNB were briefly uprimad for spreading
janda 'likely to endanger the unity of France'




5 ty Xmgnuagn Ln de.l ]
Bulgaria, Greece, Romania -

il and in 1966 the l"nmt
Bretagne (FLB a campaign of attacks on
property which have umtinnsd sporadically since.
ationalism has been plagued by y-political
The Left bia: ~of much of contemporary Breton
in - ‘against the Right bias of
ism in the 1930@ and 40s but the phenomenon is no
t for ex: there has been a similar shi
nationalist polities. During the 19705 sewera
were made to form broad-based parties dedicated solely

iieving Breton autonomy but these urgauiaatto,ns were M

there are three nationalist
), Mouvement Ind dantiste Bretor
‘and European teﬁemust 'krt!.

Libre (POBL).
list

by l;hn mt!.omnsl:
't in order to ach
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