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Cornuall or Englan )
: ly mm;.inut;qru; to m.nutw and Mandarin, sc equally
uuhmn wvers Walthamstow or Wsndsworth,

f course, to some .xtnnt an exaggeration, Mandarins
- disf f Whitehall ?hut not in U 7
B srs (Hampstead or
th ast a nodding acqg C
ect of South East England, wh 88!
s of gwnr.mt combined with the prnximﬁy
ought material nxuqaur.ttz to much of thi
tt I the way in which wealth, i
luence, even the sanse of English nnt{nmuty. decreass inusnly
‘with distance from London, snd pursued this theme nga.lh at
ath Regionalist Seminar sarlisr thi: ysar (sss Report, pages

Abolitien of the G.L.C. for purely partisan reasons re-in
: su put forward in 1980, namely that when the chips a
thn interests of Londoners are as 6> deble as th ol
people of Liverpool, Neucastle, or Scotland's Outer Isla o
vieu that has received support from Jim Bulpitt in his recent
book Territaory and Power in ths United Kingdom, ruflrrlﬁ to hy
Michael in his Durham talk.

Bulpitt in effect traces the u:xun-
power in Erd.tun to !
impos

of centralised pﬁliptiﬁli d
at: 31!

quirsarchy. =L
scutive pousr from the P -] » {
ors of the sguirearchy p out of line the:

in again by Whitehall, or in extremis ahalishnd' vi
and the six Metropolitan Counties,

This central/local nexus obtains regardl
34 that

to the mmm until thay sniu From ]
ing ths Home Counties and the Sﬂuﬂ'r'h t,
Celtic m

In ths iight of m. mnzmum..=.'
dcular. - that the




: -

3 fnuﬁdil_l in 1977, initially to solve
t by n& had svolved to in-
It first won seats

'sa:m:nw ' John Robertson
Publication: SHETLAND MOVEMENT (policy statement).
l‘ddnm'lh Mgmn sh-ut, aniak, Shetland ZE1 03T,
: established by Alexander Thynn of 1
eightesn parliamentary and two
1974, W.R. seek to establish a
i 1 domestic affairs.
President: e-un Bex . )
Publicetions: THE STATUTE OF WESSEX, 1982, E1 e it !
YOUR REGION NEEDS YOU, 1984 |
l:‘g&stl’ AWAKE (A monthly digest of Extracts from |

Regional Press. No price, donations wel-
coms) .

Address: 42 Rectory Lane, Br-ckﬂd]., Berkshire. y

'ﬂl. tbﬂyu vers a’lgnltnﬁ.l' tao th. Dlellrltiun uf Oxford i.ﬂ Hl’h

1980. Two representsd at the first {

Seminar wera: / ]
{gﬁ%g‘;‘qm, founded in 1942 and r l'grnlm'.ld at every slluiir |

C.U. advocates the diffusion of political and econ- |

|

omic power, hence its support for rtnxuuul government.

Chairman of the Exscutive Committese: Roma Bannister

Sacretary/Treasurer: Cllr. W. J. Taylor

Publications: WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS (a manifesto) |
THE LIBERTARIAN, 45p, twice yserly.
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these ars unrepresentative it spesks volumes on a country's
ircaption of what it comprises.
Turni to 'England’ it is now true that such an entity exists
"gg through the hiving off of Scottish and Uslsh administ
s aver the past 25 years. In the voluntary sector croanm-
ther 'National!, 'British' or 'Royal', or ‘they
Wales and thl North of England. Thcai that
ars aaganltlﬂ on an all-England basis ars often the product of
xlt.ﬂ ftiuil Stiﬁici initiatives.

Hiltﬁzigllly England is just s slippery a concept. Anglo-
Saxon kings claimed dominion over the wholas of Britain - as uas
expressed many times in the titls 'Brstualda' - but had effect-
ive control over much less than the area of England. The Eng- .
lish state greu out of the union of Wassex with FMercia; man:
years later it conouered Northumbris; and then turned its a{~
tention to Wales, It is in effect an expanding cors with its
_.8ys aluays fixed on bigger things. History books which present
this process as 'the rntnutiun of England' are putting ths cart
before the horse.

One visw now sees the Hundred Years War as ths beginning of nat-
ionel consciousness in England and France. This identification
with territory as more than ths Monarchy or the Stats was re-
inforced by Shakespsars, who created early nationalist memories
out of the dynestic struggles of the 15th century., If ths ris-
ings of lyndur and Parcy had succesded these would have bsen
used in the same way to meld Welsh and Northumbrian nations dur-
ing the 16th and 17th centuriss, History is how we ses our nu-t
and makes assumptions about who 'we' ars.

The Tudor period was critical to the development of Englishness.
The Stata replaced the Church as the provider of uelfare s
vices, and as its institutions expended England began to uh-ngl
from being 'a theatre of action', as we might for instance de—
agrihl the Midlands, to being a ‘structure of authority!, a

ic consciousness to which 1oyalt1-n attach. Centralisation
and nationsl sentiment then became mutually rl-infa!ntng.

With the rise of revolutionary nationslism st the snd of f
18th century comes the first popular consciousness of bll
British; Scotland becomes 'North Britain' and En :

are labellas

i -n-rar gr-nt-d and becomes subsumad in tha
t of Empire, and Scotland re-appears in place 0
Britain, 8ut internal nationalism dsveloped very
ing that Britlin was an 2&n§ countr
n o re nstead through voting beh
Untt:ﬂ . om partiss had regional strongh
: ritain, the Liberals in Scotl
England, Hnla von and Cornwall, S

The reaction of tngli.h M.P.s to Hom
the idee of 'Home Auls




f this ser. m huid on 31:t May/ist June.
.i theme "numm-um of Cornishness", urites
w ‘wers ulﬂit.ﬁ':g 8t ways in which Cornish um,{ty

and took several practical instances as illus-
The unouanq ars extracts from his report:

Journslism, "™ . . it uas extremsly encouraging to hear about the
birth and proaress of the latest publication con-

cerned with all mattsrs Cornish, namely 'Cornish Scene', The

editor, Sarsh Foot, smphasised that the magazine was thers to be

used by Cornish peopls and she hoped that contributions would ' .
continue to pour in. . (telephons: Ince Barton, Saltash 07555 Haad .ﬁﬁ:‘m
7709). . It was also hsartaning to learn of another projsct ba- ol utachnka,
ing undertaken by Denzil Crowle, of Helston, who . . has just 2 Lo
ﬂpdmud the first edition of a new Cornish neuvspaper. It will !

be brought out on & guarterly basis and is callad 'An Kensthlep',"

« "What Cornish content is there in education in Corn-
- _wall? . . The Deputy Secretary for Education in Corn-
wall, Raff Rayner, said that in fact an enormous smount of work
in locel studies was being dons in schoola, including visits to
& wide varisty of places of interest. He was picked up on his
uee of the phraes 'local studiss' by Rogsr Holmes who maintained
psesionstely that 'Cornish Studiss' weras not to be sguated with
'local studies', nor compartmentalised, 'Cornish Studies' em-
breced & wide range of other subjects- history, literaturs, geo-
graphy, lenguage, religion, music, drama etc - and thare should
bs someocns responsible for the whole spectrum on the permansnt -
staff of the Education Authority. Roff Reynsr replied that the
funds for thies were simply not aveilable, . ."

Cornish Music. "Jory Bennett led & lively discussien on the

music scens . . The confersnce uas informed of
the recant Cornish Composers' Workshop held on Travithick Day in
Cambourne . . Out of that eventhad arisen several ideas for ths
futurs . , Richerd McGredy, Head of Music st the Extra-mural
dlgumnk of Exster University in Truro . . expressed his sup-
port for these idems, and , . thesrs 2ppasrs to be every prospect
of exciting daevslopments in the Future."

1 nugll Comes 1 London, 1989' "The origipator of the Idil,
Frank Hoppé, and Corn
Dsputy Planning Officer, Ian Martin, who ars jnirrbl u
the n:nuum and organisation of this proposed sxhibi
stimul ac ts of the aims, nature, end practi
ation of it . . snd one of the most ussful wi
by serving on one or other of the proposed wo
set up hy thu atmh-m" (Im nn-tj.nln tale
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member countries. This was soon regarded by the Commiss-
/iding an administrstive machanism for ths implement-
2-ion of their pe‘lim‘.u. ‘and was recognised as such by ds Gaulla
who refused to break up the centralised French state on the

il an Lander or Italisn Provinces, although he did
later submit to refersndum - which he lost - & modified form of
regional mmﬁ, subssguently adopted in substance by the
ocialis t in 1982, Deflected for the time besing from
heir m se the Commission proceeded to desl directly with
1t$ih where these sxisted, and to present national
al stetistics on a regional basia, until Europs
s ceame imr-uingly to bs seen a&s the face of the

A constructive ullk‘ hip betusen this tially gerial.
d.;tlfuanmllnt concept and sthnic rsgionalism is-not fully re-
alisad yﬂ;, but ths ogap has bacome smaller since the trauma of

the Czech summer of 1968 and the student revolts of 1968/9 broks
some of the rigidities of thinking on both Left and Right concarn-
ing the acceptability of ethnic movements.

To 1;1& l faw on the developments in this diraction: the elsct-

! a af Plaid Cymru and the S.N.P. from 1966 which lad
m in) Devolution legisiation of 1976/9; the Austrian
upe Act of 1576; the Nstherlands legislation aof 1977
ced the size whils enhancing the pousrs of ths prowinc-
mm-. and from which a Frisian province emerged; the
iwd of Bslgium into ite Flemish and Walloon constituents in
1980; the llﬁlhush-lnt in 1983 of autonomy for Euzkadi snd Cat-
alonia, an example since followsd in fortsan other hiaturic!

Mrﬁ.{: Spm.t gh ;rrnv.l.ncil.

&
he r.-_nuivil. of a widaspread oultun in the nuthun
3 which had bean suppressed aince the massacrss af
es in the 13th ‘csntury and ths expulsion of Hugmmut.- in
mturr.

pionesering nn a‘l" the m



' rnvirnnqnt and Policy,
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‘the t!p.& tﬂupr-hlnsinu survey in its
: journal for a decads, is

e hypotheses: the dagree
role of slites; the
tity; the form of exist-
Lon; the -ntlnt of specif-

-tliianal ‘and :ltlﬂniliif movements in

-c@ reas ‘analysed: Sh.tland,
nuall, Wessex, the North, and North
Scntlnnd and Uales. The exist-
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LONGLEAT HOUSE
s ) .  WARMINSTER
12FEB 198§  WILTSHIRE/WESSEX
GB: BAI2 TNN

Telephone: Maiden Bradley (094 53) 300
Stasion: Westh - v M4 Exit 17 (Chi

Dear Davyd
. T'l1 give you a few notes on the start of the Vessex movement.

-1 bad become interested in trying to define the ideal democratic theory of

government during my years up at Oxford, (1953-56). But it wasn't until 1960

that 1 had worked out a rough sketch of a theory imvolving both regional, and

warld levels of government, interlinked and mutually supportive. My first .

'pﬁ_iﬂiﬁ;_s'pﬂoh'outhimmplq:ltunrﬂsmmui.m:ym.utthp )

-South-Vest tourist board's convention, I believe this was at Taunton. 1 |
1 L

" attended this in my capacity of repr ing gleat, and 1 made what was 3
whmmlmctm.mgmmhmmmytﬂam@wcmmqf- H
£ Greater Wessex, etretching from Hampehire to Caornwall, in the presentation of

our regional image for the purposes of attracting a larger slice of Britain's -
tourisz trade. I only reached the end of my speech with some difficulty. There |
wers some interruptions urging me to ehut up, or to sit down. 1 was never
guite certain whether this related to what I wes actually saying, or to the
‘bohemien character of my attire. But in any case, the general fesling within
that assembly wes for greater independence for a county's touristic ssli-
expression: the furthber west, the stronger the insistance upon individuslism, or
8t least with a westward-looking idemtity. All counties argued to exclude those
‘to the sast of their own borders, ia all matters of touristic preseptation.

4 letter from me to the Guardian was published (Nov 6th) under ths heading of
‘Vessex agsinst the imperial overlords'. Resulting from this, I received a few
lettars of eympathy and suppart, one of which was signed Anthony Mockler; and
this led to a brief correspopences between the two of us.

“time banding out a pamphlet
copstituency of West Viltshire, SE15 1

..

give :
various memb ! ~staff on the Longleat estate, in
& good half of my potential comstituants. This factor 1
Although this total may mot be regarded as in any way significant, I feel
entitied to claim that contemporary Ve identity was resurrecte
election campaign. It had been revived in tersé of people suddenly

seioaer 50 Inhesked

-
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Speciasl Supplement to The Re ipnalist, No. B ummer 1986,

WESSEX

History and territerial definition.

The arsa of England lying south of ths Thames was not glaciat-
ed during thas last Ice Age, and Mesolithic Man almost certain-
ly entered it before the melting ics divided Britsin from the
rest of Europa, hunting and gathering in the tundre-like con-
ditions. As the climats msllowed Southern England becams the
bridgehead for neu flora and fauna, and sventually for the Neo-
lithic culture based on farming and herding that hed becoms
established in Western Europe by the middle of the fourth mill-
enium,

Later still came successive waves of Celts: Ligurians, first
with copper then with bronze betwsen 2000 end 1600 B.C.3: then
Hallstatt Celts and iron around 500 B.C.; finally tha La Tens
cultum of the Gauls with new crops, horses.-and coinsage.

The whole ares flourished under civil rule during the Roman oc-
cupation, and it was not until the legions had gone for nearly
a century that Wessex sppears in the historical rscord. Tha
land that was to ar this name had thersfores alrsady besen in-
habited for soms nins millenia, and contained notable monu-
ments to the past, of which Stonshesnge was the most spectacul-
ar, the long barrows and hill forts the nu-t widespead, end the
Roman roads tha most recsnt.

. It was to the central area containing Stonehenge that the war=-
lsadar of the Gewisas, Cerdic, first settled with his warriors
at ths snd of the fifth century. FReference to the map insids
the end cover shows how the Gewisse joined forces with the West
Saxons of Berkshirs, whose neme they later adopted, to spread
during the naxt thres cemsuries northuards, westwards and svent-
ually sastuards at the sxpense of Roman-British, Jutes and -
Anglo-Saxons alike, until they controlled all England south of
the Thames and Bristol Avon.

The overall process of expansion received sstbacks, mostly ad-
ministered from the powerful Midland Kingdom of Mercias, which
absorbed early Uesssx congueste north of the Thames, and for a
while Berkshire to the south, and which slso swarded s part of
the Wessex heartland to the client Kingdom of Sussex (661-685).
Mercia also asserted its overlordship during much of the seventh
.century, and again under Offa.during ths secoad half of the:
sighth.

During the interim (685-726) one Caedwalla re-conquered the
lands lost tp Sussex, assertsd his mastery over various Wessex
sub-kings &nd bequeathed to his successor, Ine, a upited territ-
ory that by now extended into Devon, enabling him to consolidate
tha dynasty through the promulgation of laws that gave protact-
ion to conguerors and conguersd alika.

The second pericd of Mercian domination ended with tha accession
of Egbert, who during the course of his long raign (BO2-839),
pushed the Mercians out of Berkshirs, took over their clisnt
kingdoms of Kent and Sussex, assertsd his dominion over Celtic
Cornwall, and invaded Mercis itsslf right up to the Nurthunb:iln
border. FY 3

I
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Egbert's grandson Alfred (B71-99) was able to bulld the ?ugnqﬁh.a
ion of an all-England monarchy only becauss under his leadsr-
ship Wessex alone survived the Danish invasion which swept away
the remaining members of the Heptarchy at the nnd of the m T

cEntuTy.

status of an Earldom, albeit a lufficinntlr powe
vive the ruls of Danish Canute in ths sarly slaventh centu
The centrality of Wessex in ths English realm sven st the
Edward the Confessor's reign i= evidenced by the titls of
chiaf minister, Godwin, Earl of Ulaalx, while Godwin's son,
Harold, carrisd tha Wyvern standard of his pred s into
tory at Hastings. The ensign appears in the Barcux te
side the depiction of Harold's death, (5(. sacond Wessex m
page 26.) £ 3
Five and a half centuries of Wessax as a political unit came to
an end with tha Norman conguest, when William I chose to sscure
his authority by abolishing tha sarldoms in favour of the more
manageable shires as the lsrgest units of sub=-national tduiﬁi.bv
ration - a policy that central government p to the p -_
day.

Howsver, the Normen monarchy could not immediately divest itsil?
of its West 5axon dynastic ties, and it was not until the

tha 12th century that the last functions of ax-nut:uaigunurnntme
uwere transfered from Winchsster to London, whils Parliamants
continued to be held occasionally in Winchester well into the
13th. Counties and dioceses remained fixed uithin their Saxon
limits, Even the social of the
channelled along pre-dstarmined routes: much nr the ‘best land
Wdessex had found its way into ths hands of ths Church and ths
Crown, and ths uphesvels after 1056 wers thus often mors cancern-
ed with personslitises than institutions. y

A Regicn in Rswvolt.

Medieval Wessex ia a nmglected risld af utuﬂy un fpt II ﬂnﬂdﬂiht—
ation is concerned, alth h ths E
veyed in 0. Hintan's Malfredis Kingdom: Hn&abx and ths Suuth ..
800-1500", J. H. Bettey provides an historical ficnrd for -ébi
modern times in his "Rural Life in Wessex, 1500=1 » and
shows how much of the region's distinctivensss uurgkv-d tht =
changing fashions of national economics and Dﬂllt&;u@ 4

During the 16th century life in all the rural communi
Usssax was greatly sffected by the dissolution of tha
which ul:l notable for their numbsr, size and .

suppression dastroysd many opportunitess for employmen
ion and charity that they had provided; above all their ds
ion brought asbout a wholasals change in land Uunuﬁihﬁp. e
there was not & single protest movement agsinst the olt

The 17th century tells a differsnt story. ni-lfr ! éﬁ and.
the enclosurs of largs areas of comman n ti yal
forests provoked rkutn in 1628-31 Ln Wiltshi Dorsetshire
neighbouring Gl e uhich probably constituted the
:s:.tnus popular upris!.ne .i.u Enqllw:l in the ymmblﬁsu
¥y

'N ‘1"

The damage and gensral disorder csused by the Civil m m’s& {sl%

.




lutl.-ln ‘and yeoman
: J.abem-ing classes to
fm- occurred in 1830, The notor-
and Barkshire and

@ llm on thh occasion uhinh
B0 mhu!:).r sgainst the Toelpuddle labour-




tural nntizy sntersd into officia)
date. armed forces, avan tocay a major

ﬂﬂ sconomic 1ife of tha region, uers the first

recognition, The Usssex Srigads, Royal ﬂun
before 1914, and the name has been used

= the Usasex Oivislon, the Uassex

Usssax va‘ Ganerally thess havs includ-
Davon, Dorset Hup:hl + Somer=-
et &

less comprshensive in their lnurautlthn
C Vessax. The geographsr Faucett, ssmking
land' to provide a reglonal framssuork
tm, named one of his provinces 'Usssex'
pshire, Dorsst and parts of Yiltshire,
s of Somarsot, Devon and Berkshirw,

-it, wss not until after 1945 that off-
to prolifsrats, and ths appearance
d until 1959, when part of ths S.U.
_m&:;ouud.:f:hh rontha:“m
L] 't ® Jessex g
: 9:‘%.?‘. lsle of Wight,
soll'ult.




poor in comparison with thosa o
»They are a party in a hurry;
permanant dismembarment of the reg-

government they have con-

and demonstrating the extent of
le effort has gone in

investment can only show

double counting W.R. have

»000 ballot papers and in

.19’59 f.N_':lﬂ_ 1983 (Juns)
(af 48 . (D (2 (3)

Al 188 0.09
251 [of:} 68

0.12

HR 113 0,21
OF 29"4 D‘_-s‘-’e"

SN 158
A5
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_Secrstary to the Regionalist Seminar at
h Court, Eaton Crescent, Suanses, Cylm:’ﬂuho,

flaase w”. . y“ﬁ(’.ﬂfﬂumxt tuo issuss bfm!
W, for which 1 encloss my chegus/postal order for
£ . . . payable to Tha Regionslist Seminar.

on rates {ﬂr annum - 2 issuss - post fres):
W ~ £1.00 (single copies: 50p + postags, 12p)
£5.00 for the firet copy + £1.00 for sach
additional copy ordersd. . X

m m oF CuFuN. will receive s free gopy of sach
iesun as gm of their subscription te the Campaign.

(please print) :

:_'Q'-"-__Il_tlito..l...lo. .
BRI Sl 4 WhRT S S T T e )
.}‘:‘!éi!_‘_.0..-.0.....0-.--..

‘}Ei‘i’ii‘-o.oo-n..t--oo_




The drive towards
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